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Figure 11. T his Rufous-backed Robin (Turdus rufopalliatus) was fortuitously 
documented on camera during a brief visit to a remote desert feeding station east 
of the Salton Sea in Riverside County on 23 October 2006; the photograph and 
accompanying details had been submitted through the Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology’s “Project Feederwatch.”

Photograph by Ann Kern

Figure 12. T his first-year female Rusty Blackbird (Euphagus carolinus) was captured 
and banded on Southeast Farallon Island on 31 October 2006.  Opportunities for 
finding and documenting Rusty Blackbirds in California have declined steeply in recent 
years in parallel to the species’ overall significant decline.

Photograph by Bobby Walsh
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was complicated when a second-hand report relayed that the observer thought the 
bird was approximately the size of a large shearwater, clearly too large for one of the 
Cookilaria petrels. The photos are blurry, and the observers wrote no description. 
California’s six previous Stejneger’s Petrels have been at least 60 n. miles from shore 
and in July (two) or November (four).

LITTLE SHEARWATER Puffinus assimilis. One photographed on Monterey 
Bay, MTY, 29 Oct 2003 was previously accepted as the only record for California 
(San Miguel and McGrath 2005, 2003-149A). Steve N. G. Howell challenged this 
conclusion, offering as an alternative hypothesis that the bird was an aberrant Manx 
Shearwater (P. puffinus). He suggested that molt and lighting compounded some 
plumage oddities, even though other features, such as leg color, were incorrect for 
Manx. His analysis was comprehensive and compelling, and the decision to remove 
this species from the state list was unanimous. The committee is grateful to Howell 
for his contribution. 

There is still disagreement over the identification of the bird depicted in these 
photographs. Some committee members believe it is a Manx, although a majority 
believes it is more likely a Little. Despite these differences, the entire committee, 
which includes one of the observers, agrees that a record of this significance needs to 
be irreproachable to be accepted. Beyond the complications of interpreting features 
that seem to vary from one image to the next, the taxonomic status of the Little 
Shearwater complex is unsettled. If the bird was a Little Shearwater in the broad, 
traditional sense (e.g., Jouanin and Mougin 1979), its identification to subspecies or 
species in a narrower sense remains problematic. Several committee members (and 
Howell) emphasized that this sighting could involve an undescribed taxon; the last 
chapter on the record may yet be written.

*BROWN BOOBY Sula leucogaster. A report of one 12 mi. nw. of San Diego, SD, 
12 Aug 2006 (2006-103) lacked detail sufficient to distinguish a Brown from a Red-
footed Booby (S. sula). Another sulid off Imperial Beach, SD, 15 Oct 2006 (2006-162) 
was seen at too great a distance for boobies to be distinguished; the observer acknowl-
edged that he could not eliminate a Blue-footed Booby (S. nebouxii) with certainty. 
Given the recent trends in booby sightings off San Diego (see Records Accepted), both 
of these were most likely Brown Boobies. At its 2008 meeting, the committee voted 
to discontinue reviewing records of Brown Boobies seen after 2007.

GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis falcinellus. The report of an adult in basic plumage near 
Calipatria, IMP, 29-31 Jul 2006 (2006-094) failed because the two observers’ de-
scriptions of certain marks conflicted and one of the observers expressed some doubt 
about the identification. Given the hybridization between the Glossy and White-faced 
Ibises, the committee approaches reports of the Glossy cautiously. Any indication of 
red in the eye or facial skin, or white facial stripes, however slight, will likely lead to 
a vote not to accept.

COMMON BLACK-HAWK Buteogallus anthracinus. A second-hand report of 
one seen while the observers were stuck in traffic near Cajalco, SBE, 6 Jan 2006 
had detail insufficient for any committee member to support it (2006-013). A juvenile 
reported from Montclair, SBE, 15 Jan 2006 did not inspire confidence as the details 
were sparse, and the described proportions (lanky instead of stocky) were wrong. 
Acceptance of a juvenile Common Black-Hawk, an age unrecorded for this species 
in California, would require far more complete details (2006-011).  

CRESTED CARACARA Caracara cheriway. One reported from Monterey Bay 15 
Feb 1916 was published in Condor (Heath 1919) and had been previously rejected by 
the committee (Roberson 1993; 1993-155A). While a majority of members agreed 
the bird in question must have been a caracara, there was no description of the bird 
whatsoever, so again the committee did not accept the record. 

32nd Report of the California Bird Records Committee
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AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus palliatus. According to Jehl’s 
(1985) index, an oystercatcher at Long Beach, LA, 29 Apr 2006 (2006-059) was 
likely a hybrid. Since some features were not visible, complete scoring was impossible, 
and the committee declined to accept the record. 

HUDSONIAN GODWIT Limosa haemastica. The report of one near Davis, YOL, 
1 Sep 2006 lacked the detail necessary for acceptance (2007-022). Although the 
wings were said to have had a diagnostic pattern, there was no description of this 
pattern; the tail was said to be all black, but the Hudsonian and Black-tailed (L. limosa) 
godwits both have white at the base of the tail. 

ICELAND GULL Larus glaucoides. The committee concluded that a first-winter 
gull reported as a Iceland from Orick, HUM, 11–2 Feb 2006 (2006-019) was either 
a Thayer’s or a bird intermediate between Thayer’s and Iceland gulls. The primaries 
were a little too dark, the tertials were not as finely marked as expected for the Iceland, 
and the written details were too sparse for a species of this rarity.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus. The report of an adult at Goleta, 
SBA, 18 Jan 2006 (2006-043) was not accepted on the second round. The descrip-
tion lacked some important characteristics of the claimed species, such as streaking 
around the eye and contrastingly pale eye; it is possible that these details were missed 
because the flock of gulls flew before the bird was viewed through a telescope. Given 
the problems with hybrid gulls, the committee takes a conservative stance with in-
completely described gulls. 

EASTERN WOOD-PEWEE Contopus virens. A pewee reported as the Eastern 
from Thompson Reservoir, Santa Catalina I., LA, 12 May 2006 (2006-065) was seen 
briefly, photographed, and heard to vocalize.  Because of the date three weeks earlier 
than any Eastern Wood-Pewee previously accepted for California, the committee 
needed especially thorough documentation. Several members were not convinced that 
the described upslurred call ruled out some rising whistled vocalizations given by the 
Western Wood-Pewee (C. sordidulus). Most members believed the single photograph 
was consistent with but not diagnostic for the Eastern, especially given the low angle 
of the sun, which may have over-emphasized olive coloration. They concluded that 
the documentation was insufficient to support so unusual a record. 

YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER Empidonax flaviventris. A bird observed fairly 
briefly by a single observer on Southeast Farallon I., SF, 7 Oct 2006 (2007-035) was 
identified solely on the basis of plumage characters; the description did not mention 
structural characteristics, and no vocalizations were heard. This record received no 
support from the committee.

BLUE-HEADED VIREO Vireo solitarius.  Six records, mostly predating the AOU’s 
(1997) split of the Solitary Vireo complex, lacked documentation sufficient to make the 
difficult discrimination of the Blue-headed from Cassin’s Vireo (V. cassinii). The rejec-
tions of these records, four of which came from observers with a combined 56 years of 
experience on the CBRC, stemmed from the brevity of documentation written before this 
taxon was reviewed by the CBRC: Tijuana River valley, SD, 27 Sep 1972 (2002-065); 
Southeast Farallon I., SF, 25–27 Sep 1974 (2002-067); Santa Barbara, SBA, 7 Jan 
1981 (2002-073); and Carpinteria, SBA, 30 Sep–5 Oct 1985 (2002-077). The docu-
mentation was also too brief for birds reported from Shipley Nature Center, Huntington 
Beach, ORA, 22 Sep 1990 (2002-101) and Capetown, HUM, 10 Sep 2005 (2006-
112).  Photographs accompanying the latter report suggested the Blue-headed to some 
committee members, Cassin’s to others.  Virtually all committee members believe that 
this identification problem is more complex than appreciated even a few years ago. 

SEDGE WREN Cistothorus platensis. One reported near the junction of Big Chico 
Cr. and the Sacramento R., BUT, 28–29 Oct 2006 (2006-194) was seen briefly by 
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different observers on two consecutive days, but the only documentation was submitted 
by the observer on the latter day.  A slight majority of the committee concluded that 
the description failed to eliminate a drab Marsh Wren (C. palustris); in particular, it 
did not mention the hallmark bright buff coloration on the breast, sides, and flanks of 
a Sedge Wren, and no vocalizations were heard.

WHITE WAGTAIL Motacilla alba. One was reported at Joshua Tree National Park, 
RIV, 5 May 2006 (2006-064) by an observer visiting from out of state. Although 
the description strongly suggested a bird in the White Wagtail complex, committee 
members were troubled by the lack of useful behavioral information. The report did 
not mention the exaggerated tail-wagging so typical of wagtails.

SPRAGUE’S PIPIT Anthus spragueii. One seen near Blythe, RIV, 19 Dec 2004 
(2005-041) was in an area and in habitat (alfalfa field) where this species is now almost 
“expected” in winter. But the brief description was insufficient for several committee 
members to accept the record.

GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER Vermivora chrysoptera. One at Butterbredt 
Spring, KER, 12 May 2005 (2005-062) received the support of a majority of com-
mittee members on all but the fourth and final round of voting; concerns centered on 
the brevity of the observation and the early spring date. Only one accepted California 
record is earlier, from Oasis, MNO, 8 May 1992 (Howell and Pyle 1997).

CONNECTICUT WARBLER Oporornis agilis. The report of one on Southeast 
Farallon I. 1 Oct 2006 (2007-040) was not accepted because the two observers’ 
descriptions conflicted on whether the bird walked (as expected in the Connecticut) 
or hopped and the description conflicted internally on whether the head was grayish 
(unexpected in the Connecticut in fall) or olive brown. 

SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax nivalis. One reported at the mouth of Redwood 
Cr., HUM, 19 Oct 2006 (2007-006) failed to gain acceptance because of the brevity 
of the description, relayed through a second party. If the record had been accepted, 
the date would have been the earliest for a Snow Bunting in California.

RUSTY BLACKBIRD Euphagus carolinus. One reported in Santa Maria, SBA, 
27 Sep 2006 (2006-138) gained little support.  The date is earlier than previous fall 
records by five days, and the single photo appears to show an unusually brownish 
first-fall male Brewer’s Blackbird. 

COMMON GRACKLE Quiscalus quiscula. One at Nunes Ranch, Pt. Reyes, MRN, 
19 Jun 2006 (2006-105) was supported only by a two-line description. The report of 
one from Kelso, SBE, 10 Oct 2006 (2006-147) did not convince several committee 
members that the Great-tailed Grackle was eliminated.

COMMON REDPOLL Carduelis flammea. A flock of ten was reported at Fred-
onyer Peak near Susanville, LAS, 21 Dec 2005 (2006-174), but the description 
was rather brief.  Furthermore, there was no significant flight of redpolls into the 
northwestern United States during winter 2005–06, so a flock of ten in California 
would have been most surprising.

RECORDS NOT ACCEPTED, IDENTIFICATION ACCEPTED  
BUT NATURAL OCCURRENCE QUESTIONABLE

BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK Denrocygna autumnalis. A previously 
rejected record from Newport Beach, ORA, 18 Jul–1 Aug 1970 (1986-358) was 
reconsidered because of recent increases in the number of reports from California 
and adjacent areas. But because of the possibility of escapees from the nearby Lion 
Country Safari the committee did not reverse itself.
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TRUMPETER SWAN Cygnus buccinator.  One was photographed in Long Valley 
and at Crowley L., MNO, 16 Jun–22 Oct 2006 (JeZ†; 2006-113). The neck collar 
indicated that the bird had been relocated to Idaho, and the committee questioned 
whether it would have reached California without the relocation. 

HARRIS’S HAWK Parabuteo unicinctus. One at Bishop, INY, 26 Sep–15 Oct 
2006 (DDu; JLD, JHe, TSH†, KHL†, TV†, JeZ†; 2006-209) was seen, upon close 
study after the initial observations, to be wearing a faded band, apparently not a 
metal band issued by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Raptors suspected of hav-
ing escaped from captivity should be scrutinized closely for leg bands, which may 
not be obvious. 

CRESTED CARACARA Caracara cheriway. A photograph of one near Oceano, 
SLO, 1 Jan 1967 (2004-032A) was published in the San Luis Obispo Telegram 
Tribune. No details accompanied the photograph, however, and the bird seemed 
to allow very close approach, leading the committee to withhold acceptance. One 
at Alameda, ALA, 7–10 Aug 1972 (1987-369A) was rejected by five committee 
members concerned by the bird’s being near a major human population center and 
to the north of where they expected a natural vagrant.
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CORRIGENDA

The following corrections are for the CBRC’s previous report (Iliff et al 2007): 
The Hawaiian/Galapagos  Petrel (2005-109) was seen during a survey cruise, not 
an organized pelagic trip as reported. The Brown Booby at Piedras Blancas, SLO, 
was seen through 21 Aug 2005 (2005-053). There are three records of the Glossy 
Ibis away from Imperial County, not two as reported. The American Golden-Plover 
at Arcata Marsh, HUM, 28 Aug–3 Sep 2004 (2004-134) was found by Rob Fowler 
(RFo). The Long-billed Murrelet (2003-151) was reported without the year; it was seen 
in 2003. The Eastern Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla tschutschensis) in Mendocino County 
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MISCELLANEOUS

Sightings from 2006 published in North American Birds, for which no docu-
mentation was submitted to the CBRC: Three Trumpeter Swans at Shasta Valley 
Wildlife Area, SIS, 22 Dec 2006 (N. Am. Birds 61:321); one Manx Shearwater on 
Monterey Bay, MTY, 4 May 2006 (N. Am. Birds 60:432) and 12–15 off the coast 
between Humboldt and Monterey counties during fall 2006 (N. Am. Birds 61:136; 
the CBRC received documentation for 9 or 10 birds); one Brown Booby at Pt. St. 
George, DN, 1 Nov 2006 (N. Am. Birds 61:136); one Crested Caracara near Gilroy, 
SCL, 8 Oct 2006 (N. Am. Birds 61:137); two American Golden-Plovers in Marin 
County in Sep 2006 (N. Am. Birds 61:137); one Little Gull at Patrick’s Pt., HUM, 4 
May 2006 (N. Am. Birds 60:433); three Blue-headed Vireos in northern California 
between 9 Sep and 3 Oct 2006 (N. Am. Birds 61:139); one Connecticut Warbler on 
Pt. Reyes, MRN, 27–29 Aug 2006 (N. Am. Birds 61:140); and one Scarlet Tanager 
on Southeast Farallon I., SF, 20 May 2006 (N. Am. Birds 60:434). In addition, from 
the Central Valley Bird Club Bulletin, spring 2007, is a report of three Kumlien’s 
Iceland Gulls near Davis, YOL. We welcome submission of details on these records, 
but until the committee has documentation to review, we recommend they not be 
treated as valid records.
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