
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST 
REGION 
/Guy McCaskie 

Southern California was intensively birded 
throughout the fall with observers afield daily 
around Goleta / Sa nta Barbara. Oxnard / Point 
Mugu a nd San Diego/ Imperial Beach, while 
Bureau of Land Management (hereafter, 
B.L.M.). personnel regularly covered the 
desert oases of Inyo a nd San Bernardino 
counties, and survey crews worked along the 
Colorado River. 

The passage of shorebirds was one of the 
best in memory. with large numbers of some 
of our less common species. and the inclusion 
of such rarities as Semipalmated. Sharp-tailed 
and Buff-breasted sa ndpipers. Landbirds on 
the other hand, were quite scarce. with such 
species as American Robin . Hermit Thrush. 
Cedar Waxwing and Pine Siskin being con
spicuous by their absence. while montane 
species. such as Mountain Chickadees and 
Red-breasted Nuthatches. failed to appear in 
the lowlands. Many of our regular vagrants 
such as Tropical Kingbird . Blackpoll Warbler 
and Clay-colored Sparrow were decidedly 
scarce. However. the fa ll did produce a num
ber of species considered accidental in Califor
nia including Grove-billed Ani. Sulphur
bellied Flycatcher and Veery. along with a 
White Wagtail and a few Red -throated Pipits 
from the Old World. 

LOONS - A flock of 75 Com. Loons on L. 
Palmd ale in the Antelope Valley Nov. 11 (KG) 
represents an exceptional number for an 
inland locality, and suggests that larger 
numbers of these birds than previously 
suspected move across the interior of s. 
California in the fall; one at Furnace Creek 
Ranch in Death Valley (hereafter. F.C.R.) 
Nov. 11-12 (OLD) was at an unusual locality. 
Two Arctic Loons. rare inland, were on L. 
Palmd ale Oct. 29+ (KG, JD). A Red-throated 
Loon on L. Henshaw in the mountains of San 
Diego County Nov. 12 (DP) was exceptionally 
far inland. the species normally occurring only 
along the coast and .in small numbers on lakes 
in the coastal lowlands. 
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FULMARS. SHEARW ATERS. STORM 
PETRELS - A lew N. Fulm ars were found 
along the coast during November indicating 
small numbers are reaching s. California this 
fa ll. Two Short-tailed Shearwaters. a species 
whose status is poorly understood. were seen 
off Morro Bay Nov. I 9 (KG). Least Storm
Petrels were relatively common during Sep
tember - i.e., 500 off San Diego Sept. 9 
(GMcC) and 100 off Santa Barbara Sept. 16 
(PU. with some remaining into October -
i. e., 35 off Oxnard Oct. 22 (REW) and three 
off San Diego Oct. 30 (DP). the last sighting 
establ ishing the latest date of occurrence in 
California. 

TROPICBIRDS , 
PELICANS, FRIG
A TEBIRDS - Single 
Red-billed Tropicbirds 
were seen near Santa 
Barbara I., Sept. 9 
(JA, BD) , near Santa 
Catalina I. , Sept. I 0 
(KG) and near San 
Clemente I. , Sept. 16 
(BB) , with two at the 
last locality Sept. 17 
(DP) ; this species wan
ders N into s. Califor
nia waters in limited 
numbers every Sep
tember. Brown Pel
icans remained on the 
Salton Sea through 
October with one at 
Salton City Nov. 4 
(SC) being the latest; 
away from the Salton 
Sea one was at the 

Iron Mountain Pumping Station, San Ber
nardino Co ., Aug. 10 (SE) and three were on 
L. Perris . Riverside Co .. Oct. 15 (DR). both 
being unusual localities for this species. A 
Magnificent Frigatebird over San Diego Bay 
Aug. 10 (PU) was the only one seen along the 
coast; however, three were seen moving N from 
the Salton Sea Aug. 19 (LD), two more were at 
the Salton Sea Aug. 20 (EAC. SC) and five 
were together over Morongo Valley Sept. I (R 
& B Berchtold.fide SC). 

HERONS . SPOONBILLS - An ad . Little 
Blue Heron at the south end of the Salton Sea 
(hereafter. S.E.S.S.) Aug. 5-19 (EC. LD) was 
the only one seen around the Salton Sea this 
summer. and an immature on Batiquitos 
Lagoon. San Diego Co .. Sept. 18 (AF) was the 
only one found on the coast. Cattle Egrets 
were found throughout the Region this fall 
and it is now probably the most common 
"white heron" along the coast as well as 
around the Salton Sea. The Reddish Egret 
found in Imperial Beach during the summer 
remained until at least Sept. 8 (LCB). A Loui
siana Heron seen fl ying over Santa Barbara 
Aug. 31 (LB) was far north and unseasonable; 
one in San Diego Sept. 23 (WE) was normal 
for the arrival of a wintering bird. The Roseate 
Spoonbill was still present at the north end of 
the Salton Sea (hereafte r, N.E.S.S.) Aug. I 9 
(LD) but not reported thereafter. 

SW ANS. GEESE. DUCKS - A few Whis
tling Swans reached the southern parts of the 
Region with single individuals at F.C.R. , Nov. 
18 (JD). Elizabeth L. , in the Antelope Valley 

Nov. 26+ (SS) and San Diego Nov. 16 (SO) 
being the southernm ost. A Ross' Goose in San 
Luis Obispo Nov. 15+ (FT) and two on San 
Jacinto L.. Nov. 24 (EAC) were in areas from 
which lew records exist. Two Fulvous Whis
tling Ducks on the Kern N.W.R .. Nov. 10 
(RW) were unexpected since none has been 
reported from this area in recent yea rs. A 
Black Duck was well seen at S.E.S.S .. Nov. 11 
(GMcC). As usual a lew Eur. Wigeon reached 
this Region in November as indicated by one 
in Santa Barbara Nov. 11 + (LRB). one at 
McGrath S.P .. Nov. 12-14 (JD). another on 
Newport Bay Oct. 29 (JMcD) and a fourth in 
San Diego Nov. 30+ (MT). A Wood Duck 
along the Colorado R., near Palo Verde Sept. 
22-23 (BW) was at an unusual locality. A 
Tufted Duck at McGrath S.P. , Nov. 9-11 
(RW) is only the third to be found in s. Cal
ifornia. The only Oldsquaw reported was o ne 
on San Diego Bay Nov. 14 (AB). A Surf Sco
ter at Salton City on the Salton Sea Aug. 5 
(PU) had undoubtedly summered locally; 
however one on L. Palmdale in the Antelope 
Valley Nov. 8 (JB). three there Nov. 11 (KG). 
one more on nearby Hol iday L .. the same day 
(KG) and two on L. Isabella Nov. 23 (LS) were 
all migrants stopping at inla nd lakes. Hooded 
Mergansers appeared slightly more numerous 
than usual with one as fa r s. as Nila nd Nov. 13 
(GSS). 

HAWKS - An imm. Goshawk at West
gard Pass in the White Mts ., Sept. 2 (DDeS) 
was exceptionally early and the o nly one 
reported. Four Broad-winged Hawks were 
found with one near Oxnard Sept. 30 (RW), 
one on Pt. Loma in San Diego Oct. I (PU) 
and two more there Oct. 18 (FD); this species 
is now recorded in small numbers every fall 
and is clearly of regular occurrence. Only four 
migrant Swainson's Hawks were reported , all 
during October. with one near Lancaster Oct. 
22 (KG) being the lates t. Rough-legged Hawks 
were scarce. hence. one at F.C.R .. Oct. 27 (JD) 
came as a surprise. An imm. Ferruginous 
Hawk at Kelso Aug. 27 (EAC. SC) was excep
tionally early for anywhere in California. An 
Osprey at F.C.R .. Nov. 11 (DLD) was at an 
unusual locality. 

CRANES - Some 4000± Sandhill Cranes 
on the Carrizo Plain during November (FRT) 
and 74 near Brawley Nov. 25 (GG) were at 
known wintering localities, but six flying near 
Oxnard Nov. 17 (RW) were unexpected. 

SHOREBIRDS - A Black Oysterca tcher. 
rare on the coast s. of Morro Bay, was at the 
Santa Maria R. mouth Oct. 27 (PL). up to 
three were at Pt. Mugu Sept. 21 - Oct. I (JD, 
REW), four were at Playa de! Rey Aug. 9+ 
(KD) and three remained on Pt. Loma Oct. 
26+ (RT). A Snowy Plover at East Cronese L. , 
near Baker Nov. 19 (EC) and another on L. 
Henshaw Nov. 5 (PU) would appear exception
ally late for these inland localities, although 
the species is present on the Salton Sea 
throughout the yea r. American Golden Plov
ers were present along the coast after Aug. 13 
with at least 65 individuals reported, including 
29 near Santa Maria during November (PL) 
and IS on San Miguel I.. Oct. 11 (PWC); one 
near Blythe Sept. 22 (BW) was the only one 
found at a truly inland locality. Some 65 
Solitary Sandpipers were found during August 
and September with the la test being one in 
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Baker Oct. 7 (SC) and another near Imperial 
Beach Oct. 9 (EC). A Ruddy Turnstone at 
S.E.S.S .. Aug. 12 (EC) was at a locality where 
small numbers are found every year. but one 
on San Jacin to L.. Aug. 27-29 (DMM) was one 
of the very few fou nd inland away from the 
Salton Sea. Two Com. Snipe at McGrath S.P .. 
Ventura Co .. Aug. 8 (REW) were exception
ally early for anywhere along the coast of s. 
California. Four Red Knots at S.E.S.S .. Aug. 
12 (EC) were the on ly ones reported from an 
inland loca li ty. A Sanderling nea r Lancaster 
Aug. 16 (KO) was unexpected since very few 
are found inland away from the Salton Sea . 
Unexpected was the appearance of six Semi
palmated Sandpipers with up to three at 
McGrath S. P .. Sept. 9- 15 (REW). one near 
Imperial Beach Sept. 10 (GMcC. ph .. 
S.D.N.H.M .). one at Baker Aug. 28 (SC. 
*S.B.C.M.) and another there Sept. 8 (SC): 
only two fa ll records exist for s. California 
prior to this year. 

r--- - ----S.A. ------~ 
An imm. Rufous-necked Sandpiper was 

at McGrath S.P .. Sept. 1-6 (REW. ph. 
S.D.N.H.M.): it very closely resembled an 
imm. Semipalmated Sandpiper in size. 
shape and colora tion. but was believed to 
lack the partial webbing between the toes. 
clearly had rufous edgings to some of the 
back feathers and bold rufous edgings to 
the terti als ; there are two previous records 
of this Asiatic sandpiper in Cali fornia . 

latest were one in Baker Nov. 5 (SC). one at 
Buena Vista L.. Kern Co .. Nov. 10 (REW) and 
another at Goleta Nov. 15 (PL). Stilt Sand
pipers are rare anywhere in California away 
from the Salton Sea. hence. one in Baker Aug. 
28 (SC. *S.B.C.M.). up to three near Port 
Hueneme Oct. 1-18 (RW). one near Norco. 
Riverside Co .. Sept. 16 (DE). two on Upper 
Newport Bay Sept. 17 (TS). one on L. Hodges. 
Sa n Diego Co .. Sept. 2-7 (EC). two at Batiqui
tos Lagoon Aug. 1-2 (PU) and two near Imper
ial Beach Sept. 3 (BC) are all sign ificant. 
Unprecedented was the appearance of six 
Buff-breasted Sandpipers with one on San 
Jacinto L. . Aug. 27 - Sept. I (DMM. SC). two 
at Pt. Mugu Sept. 3 (REW). two on L. Hodges 
Sept. 2-3 (GMcC. ph.. S.D.N.H.M.) and 
another near Imperial Beach Sept. I 0- 18 (WE. 
ph .. S.D.N.H.M.): there are only six previous 
records for the Region. It was also an amazing 
fa ll for Ruffs with one at Buena Vista L.. Nov. 
10 (RW). one at Orcutt . Santa Barbara Co .. 
Sept. 24 (JAJ). and single individuals at 
McGrath S.P .. Sept. 17-24 (RW) and Oct. 7-8 
(LS. ph .. S.D.N.H.M.). Three Red Phalaropes 
were unusual far inland with one at Baker 
Aug. 27 (EAC. *S.B.C.M.). another there 
Sept. 24 (SC) and the third near Lancaster 
Nov. 11 (KG). 

JAEGERS, LARIOS - A Long-tai led 
Jaeger off San Pedro Sept. IO (JD), and 
single individuals off San Diego Sept. 9 
(GMcC) and Sept. 17 (DP) were the only ones 

Immature Rufous-necked Sandpiper. Ventura Countv, Calif September 4, 1978. Plzoto/ L. 
Sansone. 

A relatively good flight of Baird's Sand
pipers passed through the Region with about 
ISO individuals reported during August and 
September ; three in Daggett Oct. 14 (EAC). 
one in Goleta Oct. 16 (LRB) and another at 
McGrath S.P .. Oct. 20 (REW) were the latest. 
A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. a casual straggler 
to California. was at the Santa Maria R. 
mouth Oct. l (LB) followed by two more there 
Oct. 15-1 7 (PL. KG). a fourth was near Santa 
Maria Oct. 22-27 (BS. KVV) and a fifth was at 
McGrath S.P .. Oct. 21-29 (REW. JD). Some 
480 Pectoral Sandpipers. with most occurring 
in September and Octolier. indicated a heavy 
flight throughout the Region; the earliest were 
two near Imperial Beach Aug. 23 (BC) and the 
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reported ; this is the rarest of the three jaegers 
along our coast. AS. Polar Skua was seen at 
the Santa Maria R. mouth Oct. 19 (JD); this 
species is scarce in s. California waters in fall 
and rarely visible from shore anywhere in 
California. Single ad. Glaucous-winged Gulls 
at McGrath S.P., Sept. 3 (DE) and 15 (RW) 
came as a surprise since wintering birds do 
not normally reach s. Cali fornia before early 
October. Yellow-legged W. Gulls built up to 
peak numbers on the Salton Sea in August 
with 75 present Aug . 12 (GMcC). An imm. 
Herring Gull at McGrath S.-P., Sept. 24 (R W) 
was a little ear ly. The earliest Mew Gull was 
one near Ventura Oct. 21 (RW). Three 
Franklin's Gulls found along the coast of 

Santa Barbara Co., Oct. 27 - Nov. 24, one at 
McGrath S.P., Nov. 11-12 (L RB), another at 
Huntington Beach Oct. 30 (R&M Wilson, 
fide SS), two at L. Henshaw Oct. 31 (RH) 
and one at S.E.S .S., Aug. 12 (EC) were the 
only ones reported this fall. An imm. Heer
mann's Gull at N.E .S.S., Aug. 19 (LO) may 
have been the same bird seen there July 23. 

A Com. Tern near Lancaster Aug. 16 (KG) 
gives us another record of the species at an 
inland locality away from the Salton Sea and 
Colorado R. An imm. Arctic Tern at the Santa 
Maria R. mouth Oct. 19-28 (KG) was not only 
quite late but was on the beach; documented 
records of this species onshore in California 
are few indeed. Two Least Terns were seen 
side Sept. I 5 (AF) were the last to be seen this 
year. As usual a few Black Terns were seen 
along the coast during August and September 
with one near Oceanside Oct. 15 (PU). A 
Black Skimmer on San Jacinto L. , Aug. 28 -
Sept. 4 (PL, SC) was at an unusual locality; 
this species is now a common summer vis itor 
to the Salton Sea and a permanent resident on 
San Diego Bay. 

MURRELETS THROUGH WOOD 
PECKERS -As usual a few Craveri's Murre
lets reached s. California waters in the late 
summer with four off Santa Barbara Sept. 16 
(JD) being the northernmost; one visible from 
shore at Venice Aug. 29 (DE) was with two 
Xantus' Murrelets! As expected a few White
wirrged Doves moved W to the coast with 18 
reported between Goleta and Imperial Beach 
Aug. 27 - Oct. 10. A Ground Dove in Altadena 
Oct. 2 (GSS) was unexpected. A pair of 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos was building a nest 
near Blythe on the late date of Aug. 13 (PL). A 
Groove-billed Ani near Anaheim Sept. 13-1 7 
(DW, BO) was only the second ever found in 
California. 

A Black-chinned Hummingbird near 
Imperial Beach Oct. 9 (PU, EC) was late; this 
species is normally absent mid-September to 
mid -March . Three Broad-billed Humming
birds were unexpected with one in Santa Bar
bara Sept. 20 (L. Goen a, fide PL), another at 
Pt. Mugu S.P., Sept. 16-17 (U) and the third 
at a feeder in W. Los Angeles Nov. 1+ (SS); 
this species is a casual straggler with all 
records in fall and winter. Five Acorn Wood
peckers were reported from the e. part of the 
Region with single birds at Oasis Oct. 28 
(KVV). Westgard Pass Sept. 3 (PL), Surprise 
Canyon in the Panamint Mts., Aug. 2 (SE), 
Horse Thief Springs in the Kingston Mts ., 
Oct . 11 (SE) and at Cottonwood Springs in the 
Granite Mts. , Oct. 13 (SE); five together on 
Santa Barbara I.. Sept. 19 (PC) and another 
on Pt. Loma Nov. 15 (CE) were also out of 
range and habitat. Lewis' Woodpeckers were 
more numerous and widespread than usual 
during September with a flock of 104 flying 
over W. Los Angeles Sept. 22 (KG) being the 
largest group reported. Four Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers, believed to be of thee. type S. v. 
varius, were reported with an immature at 
Deep Springs Oct. 21 (LO), a male at F.C.R., 
Oct. 21 (DDeS), a female in Kelso Oct. 27 -
Nov. 7 (JD) and a male at Refugio S.P .. Santa 
Barbara Co. , Oct. 20+ (PL); we are just learn
ing how to recognize this form, hence its 
status in California is little understood. A 
Williamson's Sapsucker in the Laguna Mis., 
San Diego Co., Nov. 5 (RS) was in an area 
from which few records exist. 
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Costa Ricet 

Hawaiian Islands 
Ecuador and the Galapagos 

In early 1980, we will offer the following trips to tropical areas in the Western Hemisphere 

COSTA RICA (January 3-15, 1980} with BOB RIDGELY 

Costa Rica is a delightful place with a scenic and varied countryside, friendly people, a stable 
democratic government and a wealth of birds easily seen in well-protected parks and reserves. 
We will visit a variety of habitats including the northwestern lowland rain forest, the 
subtropical forests on the Caribbean slope, the splendid marshes, savannahs and dry forests of 
Guanacaste, montane cloud forest and paramo, and, hopefully, the new and widely acclaimed 
Corcovado National Park in the remote southwestern part of the country. Each of these 
environments has different birds and the net result of our travels will be at least the beginnings 
of an understanding of Costa Rica's natural history and a bird list approaching 400 species, 
including Jabiru Scarlet Macaw, many hummingbirds, Resplendant Quetzal, Three-wattled 
Bellbird, toucans , and flycatchers by the dozen 

THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS (January 10-24, 1980} with DOUG PRATT 

To the ornithologist, interest in the Hawaiian Islands centers around an endemic avifauna 
whose dominant family, the Hawaiian Honeycreepers provide a textbook example of adaptive 
radiation, a cornerstone of Darwinian evolution. Unhappily, no fewer than twenty-three of 
these endemics have been extirpated in the last 100 years and of the remaining forty plus, 
twenty-nine are classified as endangered. Visiting the wild areas of eastern Maui, the 
volcanoes of Hawaii, and the coasts, refuges and Kokee area of Kauai, we may see as many as 
seventeen of these birds including seven of the celebrated honeycreepers. In addition, the 
islands support large numbers of seabirds and, especially on Oahu and Kauai, we should see 
Layson Albatross , Red-footed Booby, Red-tailed Tropicbird and White Tern . All this will be 
carried out in the midst of great natural beauty, striking volcanic geology and a superb climate. 
For the very hardy, we have scheduled a one week extension, Jan. 25-31, into a relatively 
inaccessible area of Maui to search for very local endemics, notable Crested Honeycreeper, 
Po'o-uli and Maui Parrotbill. 

ECUADOR (February 1-29, 1980) with BOB RIDGELY 

A small nation straddling the equator, Ecuador has one of the richest avifaunas in the world. In 
large measure, this is due to the exceptional diversity of habitats ranging from the barren 
-:ieserts of the southwest to volcanoes rising well above snowline (at 21,000 ft., Chimborazo is 
one of the world's highest mountains) and lush jungles on either side of the Andes. We shall 
watch birds in as many of these areas as possible, visiting the rich forests of upper Amazonia 
(one single locality, Limoncocha, has a bird list of over four hundred species}, the forests on the 
west slope of the Andes with their range of endemics, the savannahs and drier .woodlands of 
the southwest with a different set of endemics, montane forest and paramo in northern and 
southern Ecuador, the subtropical slopes of the southeast, and, finally, the Pacific shore and 
the Galapagos. This trip will be divided into four one week segments to mountains around 
Quito, the lowlands via the Flotel Orellana, the southern highlands and the Galapagos. 
Participants may select any week or combination of weeks. 
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For cost, bird lists and other information, please write: 

Northeast Birding 
Seal Harbor, Maine 04675 
207-276-3963 
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FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS- Four E. 
Kingbirds were reported with one near Tecopa 
Sept. 4 (JD) and another at Vallecito in e. San 
Diego Co., Oct. 17 (WH) being inland, while 
one in Goleta Aug. 18 (BS) and another near 
Imperial Beach Aug. 13-14 (ME) were on the 
coast. Most interesting was an ad . T hick
billed Kingbird , the sixth to be found in 
California. near Blythe Aug. 5-16 (BW). Trop
ical Kingbirds were exceptionally scarce this 
fall with only five found along the coast Sept. 
24 - Oct. 15; however, one at Finney L. , near 
S.E.S.S., Oct. I (EAC. SC) is one of the very 
few ever found inland in California. A 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. a rare straggler, was 
near Imperial Beach Oct. 27 (JMcD). Most 
exciting was a Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher in 
Goleta Oct. 6-9 (LB. ph. S.D.N.H.M.) for 
there is only one previous record for Cal ifor
nia. A Great Crested Flycatcher, a casual fall 
straggler to the coast, was on Pt . Loma Oct. 6 
(EC, PU). Eastern Phoebes appeared more 
numerous than usual with seven along the 
coast between Goleta and San Diego Oct. 22+. 
along with one near Tecopa Oct. 31 (JT). 
another in Baker Oct. 29 (LD) and a third at 
Kelso Nov. 12 (EAC, SC) in the interior. A 
Willow Flycatcher at the Santa Maria R. 
mouth Oct. 27 (PL) was exceptionally late. A 
Least Flycatcher, a species now found in 
Cal ifornia annually, was at Pt. Mugu S.P., 
Sept. 19-25 (RW). another was at Fillmore 
Nov. 5+ (RW) and a third was at Brock 
Ranch, Imperial Co., Nov. 26+ (JD). A wood 
pewee at Pt. Fermin Oct. 17-23 (JJ, GS) was 
late, and believed to be a W. Wood Pewee; 
however, observers are urged to remember 
that the Region's only E. Wood Pewee 
occurred late in the fa ll - Pt. Mugu S. P., Oct. 
18-19, 1974 (JD). A Vermilion Flycatcher in 
Goleta Oct. 16-21 (PL) was quite far n. for the 
coast. Purple Martins continued to be scarce 
with only ten seen along the coast ; one at 
F.C. R., Sept. 4 (JD) was at an interesting 
locality and another over L. Henshaw Oct. 21 
(RH)was late. 

JAYS THROUGH WRENS - A Steller's 
Jay on Pt. Loma Oct. 4 (WH) was beyond the 
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species' normal range . Three Scrub Jays were 
reported from the desert area along the e. 
border of the Region with one at F.C.R., 
Oct. 27 (JD), another at Salt Cr., near Baker 
Nov. 3 (SE) and the third near Blythe Sept. 3 
(JDB). Six Pinon Jays near Parker Dam Nov. 
23 (BM) were far from their normal range. A 
family group of 5-10 Chestnut-backed Chick
adees at Vandenberg Air Force Base Sept. 14 
(DE) was at the s. extreme of the species' 
range. A Pygmy Nuthatch in Goleta Aug. 28 
(BS) was beyond the species' normal range 
and the first to be recorded at that coastal 
locality. A Dipper feeding along a small 
stream in Surprise Canyon Oct. 26 - Nov. 8 
(SE) was the first to be found in the Panamint 
Mts.; one farther s. in the dry Providence 
Mts., Oct. 29 (SC, *S.B.C.M.) was attracted 
to some water in the open-pit Vulcan Mine, 
far from any suitable habitat, and is of course 
the first for this area of California. About a 
dozen Winter Wrens were found in Inyo 
County in late September supporting the 
theory that this species regularly migrates 
across this desert region of California. A 
Cactus Wren near Deep Springs Oct. 3 (ASE) 
established the northernmost record for 
California. 

THRASHERS THROUGH VIREOS -
The only Brown Thrashers reported this fall 
were one at Old Woman Springs near 
Lucerne Valley Nov. 9 (SE) and another at 
Iron Mt. Pumping Station Nov . 16 (SE). A 
Bendire's Thrasher in the Lanfair Valley Oct. 
8 (SC) was exceptionally late; the previous 
late date Aug. 22. A Bendire's Thrasher was 
at McGrath S.P ., Aug. 14 (RW), another was 
at Pt. Mugu S.P., Nov. 9-12 (TC) and a third 
was near Imperial Beach Nov. 12 (EC). A 
Wood Thrush, only the fourth to be found in 
California, was near Imperial Beach Oct. 
25-26 (LS). The Region's second Veery was 
well studied at Kelso Nov. 5 (SC). A White 
Wagtail , apparently M. a. ocularis, remained 
in Goleta Oct. 9-1 1 (LB, ph ., S.D.N.H.M.) 
and is the third to be found in California. 
Red-throated Pipits were again found, with 
one on San Nicolas I. , Sept. 28 (DE), one on 
San Miguel I., Oct. 12 (PWC), one near 
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Santa Maria Oct. 17 (RW), one in Goleta. 
Oct. 12 (LB) followed by two more Oct. 
26-27 (PL), and seven at various locations 
around Oxnard Oct. 4-24 (RW, JD), suggest
ing the species is of annual occurrence along 
the coast of California. A Sprague's Pipit , 
now being reported each fall, was at McGrath 
S.P., Oct. 27 (RW). 

A Bell's Vireo near Imperial Beach Sept. 7 
(DE) showed some green on the upper parts 
and yellow on the flank s, suggesting it was of 
the e. race V. b. be/Ii; another on Pt. Loma 
Oct. 7-8 (KG) was somewhat late. A Yellow
green Vireo, a casual straggler, was on Pt. 
Loma Sept. 13 (DLD). A Red-eyed Vireo at 
Stovepipe Wells in Death Valley Sept. 3 (JD) 
and another at Deep Springs Sept. 15 (J AJ) 
were in the e. part of the Region where it is 
proving to be regular during early September; 
one in Carpinteria Sept. 15 (BS), another 
near Imperial Beach Sept. 13 (JL) and a third 
on Pt. Loma Oct. 14-15 (DD) were on the 
coast, where casual. A Philadelphia Vireo at 
Pt. Mugus S.P., Oct. 14 (REW) and another 
on Pt. Loma Oct. 22 (GT) were the only two 
reported. 

WOOD WARBLERS - Black-and-white 
Warblers appeared to be in fewer than 
average numbers with but 18 reported Aug. 
31+. Unexpected were a Prothonotary 
Warbler in Kelso Aug. 27-28 (SC) and 
another on Pt. Loma Oct. 6 (EC); this species 
is a casual straggler anywhere in the West. 
Twenty Tennessee Warblers Sept. 22+, were 
far fewer than we have become accustomed 
to. Virginia's Warblers continue to decline as 
a straggler to the coast with only 11 reported 
during September. A Lucy's Warbler, a rare 
st raggler to the coast, was in Goleta Sept. 7 
(LB), another was at McGrath S.P., Sept. 18 
- Oct. 12 (REW, KVV) and a third was near 
Imperial Beach Sept. 18 (BC); one at Scotty's 
Castle in Death Valley Nov. 4 (BB, GSS) was 
quite far n. and exceptionally late . Four N. 
Parulas were found with one in Kelso Oct. 29 
(SC, BD) , one near Blythe Oct. 11 (BW), a 
third near the Carrizo Marsh in w. Imperial 
Co., Nov . 16 (SC) and a fourth at Pt. Mugu 
S.P., Sept. 27 (RW). Only three Magnolia 

4 ISLANDS, 13 NIGHTS. A comprehensive tour covering native and introduced birds 
on 4 major islands: Oahu, Maui, Kauai and the Big Island of Hawaii including volcanoes 
area. L imited to 30 persons birding mostly in groups of 15 . Resident guide on each island . 
Tour includes all hotels, airport/ hotel transportation and sightseeing/birding tours. Many 
areas will be explored that are not seen by the average visiting birder. 
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Warblers were reported from along the coast 
with one in Carpinteria Oct. IO (BS), one in 
Long Beach Oct. 23 (JA) and the other on Pt. 
Loma Oct. 7-14 (KG); a fourth was inland at 
Riverside Nov. 17-29 (SC). 

A Cape May Warbler, now recorded 
annually, was at Morro Bay Oct. I (LS), 
another was at Gaviota Oct. 15-19 (LB, PL) , 
two were on Pt. Loma Oct. 24-25 (PU, 
GMcC) and another was at the un likely local
ity of Spicer City in the s. San Joaqu in Valley 
Nov. 10 (REW). As usual a few Black
throated Blue Warblers appeared, with ten 
found along the coast Oct. 3 - Dec. 6, and 
four more seen inland during October. A 
Black-throated Green Warbler at Scotty's 
Castle in Death Valley Nov. 11 (DLD) and 
another at Darwin Falls near Panamint 
Springs Oct. 25 (SE) were the only ones 
found inland, but one was on the coast at 
Montana de Oro S.P., Nov. 2 (KVV), and 
single individuals were near Imperial Beach 
Oct. 2-5 (GMcC) & 24-27 (EC). A Cerulean 
Warbler, only the fourth to be reported ins. 
California, was on Pt. Loma Oct. 22 (GT, 
RP). Single Blackburnian Warblers near 
Oxnard Oct. 8-9 (R W) & 24 (REW), one on 
Pt. Loma Oct. 7- 14 (DD), single individuals 
near Imperial Beach Oct. 8-10 (LD) & Oct. 22 
(BD), and a sixth bird in Kelso Nov . 12 
(EAC, SC) give us an average number for this 
time of the year. A Yellow-throated Warbler 
at Deep Springs Oct. 28 - ov. 4 (CH, DRu, 
BB) is only the sixth found during the fall. Six 
Chestnut-sided Warblers were found along 
the coast Oct. 7-29 along with one at Glami s 
Oct. 8 (BW), one near Blythe Oct. 11 (BMW) 
and ariother at Darwin Falls Oct. 25 (SE). A 
Bay-breasted Warbler at Gaviota Oct. 17 
(PL) and another at Pt. Mugu S.P., Oct. 7 
(REW) were the only ones found along the 
coast, but three appeared inland with one at 
Deep Springs Oct. 28 (DRu, CH), one near 
Lancaster Oct. 22 (KG) and the other in Kelso 
Nov. 12 (EAC, SC). 

Eleven Blackpoll Warblers Sept. 20 - Oct. 
17 were remarkably few. A Prairie Warbler at 
McGrath S.P ., Oct. 11 (RW) was the only 
one reported. Palm Warblers were relatively 
numerous with 35 reported Oct. I+; one in 

the Lanfair Valley Oct. 8 (SC) and another at 
Glamis the same day (BMW) were the only 
two away from the coast. An Ovenbird in 
Kelso Aug. 30 (SC) was somewhat early being 
followed by five along the coast Sept. I 3 -
Nov. 18. Thirteen N. Waterthrushes appear 
to be fewer than normal, but having ha lf 
these in the n.e. portion of the Region during 
early September fits the established pattern; 
one in Ke lso Nov. 12 (SC) was late for that 
area. A Connecticut Warbler, a casual strag
gler, was well seen in San Diego Sept. 14 
(RR). A Hooded Warbler, another rare strag
gler, was near Oxnard Oct. 7 (RW), and a 
second was in Kelso Oct. 26-29 (SC, BD). 
Four Canada Warblers were reported with 
one in Goleta Oct. 20-21 (PL, LB), one near 
Oxnard Oct. 9-11 (RW), one on Pt. Fermin 
Oct. 16 (SS) and the other near Imperial 
Beach Oct. 13-28 (EC) . Some 60 Am. Red
starts Sept. 3+ were about average for the 
period. Three Painted Redstart s, a remark
ably rare wanderer lO California, were seen 
with one on Pt. Loma Aug. 29 (DF), one at 
Morongo Valley Sept. 9 (J. Menke.fide SS) 
and the third at the Iron Mt. Pumping Sta
tion Sept. 15 (SE). 

BLACKBIRDS. ORIOLES, TANAGERS 
- Bobolinks were less numerous than usual 
with no more than 100 found along the coast, 
and one at F.C.R.. Oct. 22 (PU) being the only 
one inland; however, one in Carson , Los 
Angeles Co .. Nov. 11-17 (JB) established the 
latest record for California. As usual. a few 
Orchard Orioles appeared along the coast 
with one in Gaviota Nov. 4 (PL), one in Santa 
Barbara Oct. 31 - Nov. 21 (fide PL), another at 
McGrath S.P. , Oct. 31 (RW), one on Pt. Loma 
Sept. 16 (GMcC) and one more near Imperial 
Beach Sept. 18-19 (EC). A Scott's Oriole at 
Bonanza Springs in e. San Bernardino Co., 
Nov. I (SE)and three in Borrego Palm Canyon 
in e. San Diego Co., ov. 11 (A&JM) were 
exceptionally late . Seven "Baltimore" Orioles 
were seen along the coast Sept. 12 - Oct. 29 
along with one inland at the Iron Mt. Pump
ing Station Sept. 15 (SE); this distinctive form 
regularly wanders W to California. At least 
ten Rusty Blackbirds were found in the Death 

Valley/ Kelso area during November as would 
now appear normal, and three more reached 
the coast with one at Refugio S. P .. Nov. I (PU. 
one at McGrath S.P., Oct. 26 (KVV) and the 
other in Fillmore Nov. 25-26 (RW. LS). Inter
esting was a Great-tailed Grackle on Pt. Fer
min Sept. 1-15 (DE. KG) and another near Pt. 
Conception Sept. 12 - Nov. I (BS, DD) since 
only one previous record exists for the coast. 

A Scarlet Tanager, always a ra re straggler to 
Californ ia, was near Oxnard Oct. 7 (REW). 
Seven Summer Tanagers in the San Diego 
area Sept. 8 - Nov. 15 were the only ones 
reported from along the coast: one in Cot
tonwood Canyon of Death Valley Nat'l Mon., 
Oct. 22 (DDeS) and another at Old Woman 
Springs near Lucerne Valley Nov. 19 (SE) were 
the only two found at Desert oases. A Hepatic 
Tanager at the Iron Mt. Pumping Station 
Sept. I 5 (SE) was a straggler at one of the 
migrant traps in the desert . 

FINCHES, SPARROWS, LONGSPURS -
Only 15 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were 
reported with 11 on the coast and the remain
ing four at desert oases of Inyo and San Ber
nardino Cos. Fifteen Indigo Buntings Aug. 31 
- Nov. 23 are fewer than usual. A 9 Painted 
Bunting , a casual straggler to California, was 
seen near Blythe Nov. 13 (RD). Single Dickcis
sels were seen along the coast in Goleta Sept. 
22 (KVV), Oct. 6 (LB) & 7 (PL), and near 
Imperial Beach Oct. 3-7 (PU). and another 
was inland at Stovepipe Wells in Death Valley 
Oct. 21 (PU); small numbers are found each 
fall. A Lawrence's Goldfinch at Deep Spri ngs 
Aug. 29 (DG) was the first to be reported from 
that area. A Lark Bunting on Santa Barbara 
I., Sept. I 9 (PC). another in Goleta Sept. 23 
(PL) and a third at L. Henshaw Nov. 18 (PU) 
were the only ones found t~ is fall. A Grass
hopper Sparrow in the Lanfair Valley Oct. 26 
(SC) was at an unusual local ity. As usual. a 
few Gray-headed Juncos occurred in the s. 
parts of the Region as indicated by reports of 
JS± from San Bernardino, Riverside, Imperial 
and San Diego Cos. , Oct. 12+. Ten Tree Spar
rows were found in the n.e. part of the Region 
Oct. 27 - Nov. 12 including seven together at 
F.C. R. , Nov. 5-12 (SS, DD), which is the 

WHO KNOWS MORE ABOUT BRITAIN THAN 8/RDGUIDE? 
This year, BIRDGUIDE is ru nning leading tours to Britain (and Ireland too), in associ ation with the top U.S. tour 
operators. 

* Best localit ies * Best loca l leaders * More species 
June 8-July 1: Shetland, Speyslde, Firth of Forth, Northumbria, Breckland, East An glia, New Forest, Kent. 

October 5-17: Fair Isle, Firth of Forth, Northumbria, Yorkshire, East Ang lia. Both tours in cooperation with BIRD 

BONANZAS, Su ite 501, 12550 Biscayne Blvd ., N. Miami, FL 33181 . 

September 18-October 4: Ireland (Kerry, Cork and Dubl in), Scotland (Speyside and Firth of Forth). In cooperation 
with FL YING CARPET TOURS, 6220 S. Orange Blossom Trail, Su ite 194, Orlando, FL 32809. 

For detai ls contact the above named U.S. tour operators. 
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largest group reported in s. California; in 
addition one was near the coast at Fillmore 
Nov. 18-24 (RW). Gay-colored Sparrows were 
decidedly scarce with single birds in Goleta 
Oct. 2 & 17 (PL), one near Oxnard Sept. 8 
(RW), another in Fillmore Nov. 26 (REW), an 
apparent wintering bird in Arcadia Oct. 8+ 
(SS) and a sixth on Pt. Loma Oct. 7 (BC). Six 
Harris' Sparrows Oct. 28 -Nov. 18 was far 
below average, while 20 White-throated Spar
rows Oct. 21 - Nov. JO was about normal. Ten 
Swamp Sparrows along the coast Oct. 15+, 
with three in Death Valley Oct. 22-28 was 
slightly below average. 

Two McCown's Longspurs, the rarest of the 
three species of longspur to reach California, 
were in Carson Nov. 2-16 (SS, JD). A Lapland 
Longspur in the Cuyama Valley Nov. 19 (PL), 
one in Goleta Nov. 20 (LB). another near 
Oxnard Nov. 4(RW), one in Carson Nov. 4-18 
(SS, BB) and one more near Imperial Beach 
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TOURS 

"Nature tour" has a special meaning when 
you travel with Questers. We are the only 
professional travel company specializing 
exclusively in nature tours. 

Our approach in planning Worldwide 
Nature Tours is to provide you with the 
broadest possible opportunity of experienc
ing for yourself the natural history and cul
ture of each area we explore. With the leader
ship of an accompanying naturalist, we 
search out the plants and animals, birds and 
flowers ... rain forests, mountains, and 
tundra . ..  seashore, lakes, and swamps of 
the regions we visit. We also study the ar
chitecture, archaeology, museum collec
tions, temples, and customs of the people. 

The current Directory of Worldwide Na
ture Tours describes 29 tours varying in 
length from 9 to 36 days and going to virtu
ally every part of the world. Included are 
Mexico, Peru, Hawaii, Alaska, Ladakh, Sri 
Lanka, Galapagos, Patagonia, Iceland, Scot
land, and Switzerland. Tour parties are 
small, the pace leisurely, and itineraries 
unusual. 

Call or wri le Questers or see your 1ravel 
Agent today for your free copy of the Direc
tory of Worldwide Nature Tours. 

Questers Tours 
AND TRAVEL, INC. 

Dept. AB-3 79, 257 Park Avenue South 
New York, N. Y. 10010 • (212) 673-3120 
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Nov. 1 (PU) were the only five found. Chest
nut-collared Longspurs were exceedingly 
scarce with one in the Cuyama Valley Nov. 19 
(RW), one at L. Isabella Nov. 23 (LS), single 
birds near Oxnard Oct. 1-6 (JD) & 25 (RW), 

three in the Antelope Valley Oct. 22 (JD) and 
one near Imperial Beach Oct. 26 (RW) being 
the only ones reported. 

ADDENDA - The following significant 
records were all received too late for inclusion 
in the Nesting Season report. An ad. Little 
Blue Heron was at the mouth of the Santa 
Ynez R., May 7 (KLH). A Clapper Rail at 
East Cronese L., near Baker May 17 (PH) 
was far out in the Mojave Desert. A breeding
plumaged Tufted Puffin at Prince Islet off 
San Miguel I., July 28 (RP) suggests that 
nesting birds may eventually return to this 
long-deserted site. A d Broad-tailed Hum
mingbird on Mt. Palomar July 11-12(RH) was 
w. of the species' range and the first to be
recorded in these mountains. An Acom
Woodpecker at Harper L., near Barstow June
15 (RLeV) was well out in the Mojave Desert
and away from normal habitat. A 9 Hooded
Warbler at Willow Cr., in the Saline Valley
Apr. 8 (BSt) was exceptionally early for an e.
vagrant.

CORRIGENDA -The record of a Veery at 
Oasis May 29 (AB 31:1048, 1977) should be 
deleted. Delete also a Brown Booby near Sal
ton City Aug. 23 (AB 32:256, 1978). The photo 
of the Varied Bunting (AB 32:264, 1978) 
should be credited to Paul Lehman. The 
Townsend's Warbler in Glendale July 25 (AB 
32: 1210, 1978) should be deleted. 

CONTRIBUTORS - Ione Arnold, Jon 
Atwood, Larry R. Ballard, Mona Baumgartel, 
Hal Baxter, John D. Bean, Louis Bevier, Mark 

P. Biercevicz, Laurence C. Binford, Jean
Brandt, Bruce Broadbrooks, Hank & Priscilla
Brodkin (H&PB), Alice Brooks, Eugene A.
Cardiff(EAq, Steven Cardiff, Henry Childs,
Terry Clark, Dan Cohan, Paul Collins,
Elizabeth Copper, Robert Copper, Bart Cord,
Brian Daniels, Dale Delaney, Linda Delaney,
Dave DeSante, Fred Dexter, Donna J. Ditt
mann, Robert Dummer, Joe Dunn, Claude
Edwards, Sidney England, Dick Erickson,
Mike Evans, William Everett, Deedee Farrell,
Rosemary Ford, Alice Fries, Kimball Garrett,
Gilbert Grant, James Greaves, Robert Han
sen, William Heard, Fred Heath, Phil Hender
son, Diana Herron, Roger Higson, Craig
Hohenberger, Kenneth Hollinga, Joseph Jehl,
Jerry Johnson, Lee Jones, Jerry Langham, Paul
Lehman (coordinator for Santa Barbara Co.),
Ron LeValley, Ian MacGregor, John McDon
ald, Bob McKernon, Jane McNeil, Art and
Jean Morley (A&JM), Doug M. Morton,
Richard Newman, Vivian Null, Steve Ober
bauer, Ron Pinkston, Robert Pitman, Dave
Povey, Don Roberson (DRo), Ray Robinson,
Dave Rudholm (DRu), Larry Sansone, Brad
Schram (BS), Arnold Small, Trudy Siptroth,
Richard Smith, Bob Stewart (BSt), Shumway
Suffel, Pete Suffredini, Fern Tainter, Jan Tar
ble, Don Thompson, Margaret Thornburgh,
Rick Thowless, Gerald Tolman, Pblllp Unltt
(coordinator for San Diego County), Kent Van
Vuren, Richard Webster (coordinator for
Ventura County), Harold Weir, Bret Whitney,
Douglas Willick. Specimen(•), photograph on
file (ph.) San Bernardino County Museum
(S.B.C.M.), San Diego Natural History
Museum (S.D.N.H.M.). A plus(+) following a
date indicates that the bird or birds were pres
ent from that date through the end of the
period. - GUY McCASKIE, San Diego
Natural History Museum, Balboa Park, P.O.
Box 1390, San Diego, California 92112.
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