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SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 

/ Guy McCaskie 

More than 4�5 species were found during the 15-week autumn 
season. including two species new to the Region. making it one of 
the more exciting periods in recent years. Vagrants were numerous 
and widespread (39 species of wood warblers reported) and many of 
our regularly occurring species were found in unusual localities. 

An influx of mountain species into the deserts and coastal 
lowlands was one of the more prominent features of the fall. Golden-
crowned Kinglets were widespread. with above-average numbers 
along the coast during October and November pushing south to the 
Mexican border (e.g .. ten on Pt. Loma October 29-REW) and some 
straying far out into the deserts (e.g .. ten at Ft. Piute. October 
31-EAC'l. White-breasted Nuthatches and Brown Creepers 
appeared out of range in small numbers along the immediate 
coastline and a few ventured out into the desert. Small tlocks 
of Pine Siskins were scattered throughout the Region and 
Evening Grosbeaks pushed south along the mountains to at least 
San •Diego County tone at Mt. Palomar October 17 + -RHI. A few 
Mountain Chickadees along the coast. along with a Plain Titmouse 
at Deep Springs Sept. 7 ( PEL) and ten ::t Bushtits at Furnace Creek 
Ranch in Death Valley Nov. 18-28 ( LLN) mav have been 
associated with the movement. Aboveaverage nu�bers of 
American Robins and Cedar Waxwing, moving 
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into the Region during October. bringing with them a few Varied 
Thrushes , were other noteworthy features of the season. 

LOONS , GREBES - As usual a few Com. Loon were found 
inland wit h one at Furnace Creek Ranch in Death Valley (hereafter. 
F.C.R .) Nov. 27 + (LLN) being at the most unusual locality. A Red
necked Grebe at Redondo Beach. Los Angeles Co .. Nov. 26-28 ( S) 
was the only one found. A Horned Grebe on Whale Rock Res .. near 
San Luis Obispo Sept. 15 (JSR) was exceptionall y early. and one at 
Tecopa. Inyo Co .. Oct. 27 (LLN) was the only one found away from 
the coast. 

SHEARWATERS, STORM-PETRELS- Northern Fulmars ap
peared off the coast in mid-October wi th small numbers reported 
along the entire coast line by the end of the period. A Flesh-footed 
Shearwater, rare in Cali fornia waters. was 4 mi off Goleta. Santa 
Barbara Co. , Sept. 18 (LBev). Twenty Black-vented Shearwaters off 
Anacapa I. , Aug. 29 (REW) along wi th nine off Goleta Sept. 4 (LBev) 
were early for thi s latitude. An Ashy Storm-Petrel captured in San 
Diego Nov. 22 (J RJ ) had wandered a short distance inland. Least 
Storm-Petrels were relatively common offshore during August and 
September with 110 counted off Goleta Sept. 18 (LBev). 

PELICANS THROUGH FRIGATEBIRDS - Brown Pelican 
numbers built up to a high of 47 on the Salton Sea Sept. 17 (PJ M) with 
none to be found in October: an immature at China Lake , Kern Co .. 
Aug. 21 (RLB) had flown far from the head of the Gulf of California. 
An Olivaceous Cormorant al Imperial Dam. Imperial Co .. Sept. 7-
Oct. 7 (M K , ph. , S.D.N.H.M.) was only the second to have been 
found in California. Magnificent Frigatebirds remained scarce wi th 
only four seen along the coast during August and September, but five 
were together over the s. end of the Salton Sea (hereafter. S.E.S .S.) 
Sept. 10 (MK). 

HERONS, STORKS-An imm. Little Blue Heron near Imperial 
Beach. San Diego Co. , Oct. I 0-11 (EC) and an adult on Mission Bay in 
San Diego Nov . 11 + (DMacK ) were the on ly ones found . A total of 
34 Cattle Egrets at F.C.R .. Nov. 28 (LLN) , along with 44 at nearby 
Stovepipe Wells on the same day (LL ), indicated a movement of 
these birds through Inyo County in late November. The imm. Red
dish Egret found in San Diego July 17 was still present Sept. 17 (JO) 
and another was found inland at Salton City Aug. 15 (BSha. ph .. 
S.D.N.H.M .). Up to three Louisiana Herons were around Imperial 
Beach after Oct. 25 (DMacK) and one was at Bolsa Ch ica, Orange 
Co. , Nov. 29 + (LRH ): small numbers occur along the s. coast each 
winter. An ad . Yellow-crowned Night Heron. a casual straggler to 
California , was on San Elijo Lagoon. San Diego Co .. Oct. 25 + (T. 
Meyer, fide DK). An imm . Wood Stork near Oceanside. San Diego 
Co., Nov. 9 (TMx) was along the coast where now considered casual. 
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SWANS . GEESE. DUCKS - Three Whi stling wans on L. 
Hodges, San Diego Co .. Nov. 29 (KW) and another in a flooded field 
near Bard, Imperial Co .. Nov. 27 (PEL) were exceptionall y fa r s. 
Thirteen of the endangered A leutian Canada Gee se were near Impe
rial Beach Nov . 13-14 (GMcC). A Ross· Goose near Lancaster. Los 
Angeles Co.. ov . 22 (JLD) , another at Harper Dry Lake , San 
Bernardino Co., Nov. 12 (JLD) , three at F.C.R. , Nov. 27 (GMcC) 
and another at Tecopa Nov. 8 + (TW) were all on the high desert 
where very rare . A Fulvous Whistling Duck was in Goleta Nov. 17-26 
(HR): this species is considered acc idental anywhere along the coast 
of California, but the presence of many capti ve birds leaves all 
sightings open to question. A Eur. Wigeon on San Elij o Lag6on Oct. 
12 + (SSu) was the earliest reported this fall. A flock of 56 Wood 
D1,1cks on Isabella Res .. Kern Co .. Aug. 28 (RAB) was a large 
concentrat ion for this Region. A Barrow's Goldeneye at F.C.R. , 

ov . 28 (JO) and another at nearby Stovepipe Wells the same day 
(LLN) were the 5th and 6th found in this area in late fall. Two 
Oldsquaw at Imperial Beach Nov . 6-11 (JH) were the only ones 
reported. A '? Harlequin Duck at Montana de Oro S.P .. San Luis 
Obispo Co .. Oct. 5 (JSR) was in an area where small numbers may 
occur each winter. Black Scoters were scarce with on ly six reported 
from the entire coastline. 

HAWKS -An imm. Goshawk at Deep Springs. In yo Co .. Oct. 17 
(BBr) and another near Independence. Inyo Co., ov. 26 (JO) were in 
the n.e. corner of the Region where believed to occur regularly in 
small numbers each fall: an adult near Round Valley in the San 
Jacinto Mts .. Nov . 4 (KB) was in an area thought to support a small 
resident population. At least ten Red-shouldered Hawks were re
ported from the n.e. portion of the Region where small numbers occur 
every fa ll. but one in Niland , Imperial Co. , Nov. 11 (REW) was on ly 
the 2nd found in the Imperial Valley. As expected. a few Broad
winged Hawks moved through the Region with six reported from 
along the coast: an adult al Scotty·s Castle in Death Valley N.M., 
Sept. 8 (JS) was exceptionally early. An imm. Swainson 's Hawk near 
Imperial Beach Sept. 20 (EC) was on the coast where considered very 
rare. An imm . Zone-tailed Hawk. a casual straggler to s. California, 
was near Imperial Beach Sept. 17-19 (EC) . Rough-legged Hawks 
were found in about average number with one at L. Henshaw, San 
Diego Co. , Oct. 12-13 (RH) and another near Calipatria. Imperial Co .. 
Nov. 11 (GMcC) being the farthest s. A n imm. Bald Eagle over 
Topanga, Los Angeles Co., Oct. 17 (KLG) was at an unusual locality . 
Of the nearly 30 Merl ins reported one in Goleta Oct. 30 (PEL) was 
clearly of the dark form suckley i. 

SHOREBIRDS - Two Black Oystercatchers in Santa Barbara 
Aug. 12 (KA), one in Oxnard , Ventura Co .. Aug . 29 (REW) and 
another on Pt. Loma, San Diego Co. , ov. 3 (MT) we re all away from 
areas of regular occurrence. Exceptionally early was a Mountain 
Plover near Lancaster Aug. 18 (J LD) with seven there at the end of 
the month. An Am . Golden Plover at Harper Dry Lake Sept. 7 (AS, 
ph. , S.D.N.H.M.) and another near Lancaster Nov. I (HLJ) were 
both inland where exceedingly rare: 60 ± along the coast would 
appear about normal. A Marbled God wit near Tecopa Sept. 8 (PEL) 
and another at Baldwin L., in the San Bernardino Mts. , Sept. 26 
(EAC) were both of interest since the species is considered casual 
inland away from the Antelope Valley and Salton Sea. A Bar-tailed 
Godwit in Coronado, San Diego Co. , Nov. 4-27 (BShe, ph. , 
S.D . .H.M.) was on ly the second found in this Region and the 5th for 
California. A flock of 450 Long-billed Curlews near Lancaster Oct. 22 
(KLG) ws an exceptional concentration for that area. A Rudd y 
Turnstone at Daggett , San Bernardino Co., Sept. 7-8 (EAC. ph. , 
S.D. N. H.M .) was one of very few ever found inland away from the 
Salton Sea. Two Com. Snipe near Santa Maria Aug. 9 (LRB) were 
early. A Red Knot near Lancaster Sept. 16 (DLD) was the only found 
inland away from the Salton Sea. 

A Sanderling, rare inland away from the Ante lope Valley and 
Salton Sea, was near Tecopa Aug. 6 (JT) with another near Taft. Kern 
Co., Sept. 19 (GWP). At least 50 Semipalmated Sandpipers were 
reported with individuals found along the entire coast from Arroyo 
Grande Cr., San Luis Obispo Co .. to Famosa Slough . San Diego Co .. 
as well as inland ( 18 near Lancaster Aug. 4) all during August and 
September ; one in Baker, San Bernardino Co. , Sept. 5 (BD), single 
birds at Barstow. San Bernardino Co .. Aug. 15 (EAC) and Sept. 7 
(AS) , another at nearby Daggett Sept. 8 (PEL. ph .. S.D.N.H.M.). 
one at S.E.S.S .. Aug. 8 (JO) and two more there Sept. 14 (REW) were 
all in areas where basically unrecorded in fall. A Pectoral Sandpiper 
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Bar-tailed Godwit, Coronado, San Diego Co., Nov . 9, 1981. Photo! 
Jerry O/denelle/ . 

near Santa Maria Aug. 4-16 (PEL) wa early , especially so, as it was a 
juvenile. A Stilt Sandpiper at Pt. Mugu , Ventura Co., Sept. 20 (JLD) 
and two in Long Beach, Los Angeles Co., Aug. 4 (BD) were the only 
ones fou nd away from the Salton Sea. Three Ruffs were found along 
the coast with one near Santa Maria Oct. 9-29 (PEL), another at Pt. 
Mugu Sept. 20 (PEL) and the third in Long Beach Sept. 6-7 (JI), but 
one near Lancaster Aug. 29 (J LD) was less expected since the species 
is considered casual inland . A N. Phalarope at Pt. Mugu Nov. I 5 
(PEL) and another on Whale Rock Res., Nov. 22 (JSR) were late . 

JAEGERS THROUGH SKIMMERS - Up to three Parasitic 
Jaegers were inland at the n. end of the Salton Sea (hereafter , 
N .E.S .S.) Sept. 13-20 (CM, JO) and another was at S.E.S.S., Sept. 14 
(REW); small numbers regularly occur on the Salton Sea each fall. 
The only Long-tai led Jaeger to be seen was an adult near San Miguel 
I. , Aug. 29 (GMcC) . Two S. Polar Skuas s . of San Miguel I. , Aug . 29 
(REW) were in an area where small numbers may occur every year. 

Si ngle Thayer's Gulls in Santa Barbara Oct. 21 (J LD) and at Malibu 
Oct. 24 (KLG) were the earliest this fall. A Mew Gull in Santa Barbara 
Sept. 17 (KA) had evidentl y summered locally ; one at Hermosa 
Beach Oct. 20 (NS) was the first of the wintering populat ion to be 
seen. Seven Franklin 's Gulls were found along the coast after Oct. 24 
along with three around the Salton Sea in September. A Heermann's 
Gull , casual in land , was near Salton City on the Salton Sea Sept. 18 
(PJM). A first-summer Sabine 's Gull at S.E.S.S. , Aug. 8(GMcC) may 
have summered locally , but a juvenile there Sept. 12-14 (SCW . EC) 
and up to three at N. E.S.S ., Sept. 17-20 (JS , REW) were clearly fall 
stragglers migrating S through the interior ; one in Santa Barbara Sept. 
22-23 (KA) , another at nearby Carpinteria Sept. 19 (TW), one at 
Doheny Beach S.P., Oct. 11 (BSc) and a fourth on San Diego Bay 
Sept . 26 (DPa) were all on shore where rare. 

An ad. Arctic Tern , rare on shore , was at Cayucos. San Luis 
Obispo Co. , Sept. 8 (JSR , ph. , S.D.N.H.M.). An imm. Least Tern 
present in San Diego through Oct. 28 (REW) established the latest 
date of occurrence in California. Black Skimmers continue to occur 
along the coast n. of San Diego with three at Bolsa Chica, Orange Co. , 
Sept. I (LBev) one of which remained through Oct. 28 (SJR), two at 
Pt. Mugu Aug . 23 (LBev), one at the Santa Clara R. estuary (hereaf
ter, S.C.R.E .) Sept. I (LRB) and two on Morro Bay Aug. 15-1 7 
(GPS). 

ALCIDS - Six Marbled Murrelets were found along the coast of 
San Luis Obispo County during August (JSR) and eight were at Pt. 
Sal , Santa Barbara Co. , Aug. 4 (PEL) with two remaining through 
Sept. 24 (PS). The only Craveri ' s Murrelets found this year were one 
between Santa Rosa I. and San Nicolas I. , Aug. 29 (GMcC) and two in 
the surf at Imperial Beach Aug. 11-14 (REW). 

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS-A White-winged Dove 
at Oasis , Mono Co., Sept. 7 (JS) was exceptionally far n. A Ground 
Dove in Kelso , San Bernardino Co. , Oct. 4 (AS) was outside the 
species' range . An imm. Black-billed Cuckoo, the fifth found in 
California (first for s. California) , was at Brock Ranch , Imperial Co., 
Sept. 12-13 (AS, ph. , S.D.N.H.M.) . A Flammulated Owl at F.C.R., 
Oct. 19-24 (LLN, ph., S.D.N .H.M .) was one of very few ever found 
away from known breeding localities and gives us a clue as to when 
this secretive bird migrates in fall. A Spotted Owl in Santa Barbara 
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Nov . 15 + (JLD) was outside the species ' normal range. A Saw-whet 
Owl trapped and banded in Arcadia, Los Angeles Co., Sept. 26 
(MSanM) was one of very few ever found in the lowlands of s. 
California. A Com. Nighthawk at F.C.R. , Sept. 7 (PEL) was at a · 
lowland locality outside the species' breeding range. Of interest were 
flocks of 12 and nine Black Swifts moving S over Mt. Palomar, San 
Diego Co., Oct. 14 & 16 respectively (RH) since we have little data on 
fall migrants ; one found dead in Yucaipa , San Bernardino Co., Nov. I 
(EAC, *S.B .C.M.) was exceptionally late. Two Vaux's Swifts over 
Desert Hot Springs, Riverside Co. , Nov. 18 (RMcK) were late for an 
inland local ity. 

A Black-chinned Hummingbird near Imperial Beach Oct. 10 (EC) 
would appear to be the latest ever for a fall migrant in s. California. A 
'? Broad-billed Hummingbird , a rare straggler to California, was near 
Imperial Beach Oct. 8-9 (HLJ), a male was in San Diego Nov . 20-21 
(REW) and another was in Blythe , Riverside Co. , Oct. 4 + (IA). An 
Acom Woodpecker at Ft. Piute , San Bernardino Co. , Sept . 13 (PJM) 
was far from any breeding locality in California and could well have 
strayed W from Arizona. A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker of the nomin
ant form varius, rare in California, was in Morongo Valley , San 
Bernardino Co. , Oct. 24 (SM) and another was in Long Beach Nov. 
17 (DRW); an individual of the red-naped form nucha/is , rare along 
the coast n. of Los Angeles, was at Morro Bay Oct. 20-Nov. 7 (JSR). 
A Williamson's Sapsucker, rare in the lowlands, was in Yucca 
Valley, San Bernardino Co., Oct. 24 (EAC). Two White-headed 
Woodpeckers, exceptionally rare away from the mountains , were 
also present in Yucca Valley Oct. 24-25 (JO). 

FLYCATCHERS , SWALLOWS - The only E. Kingbirds re
ported were one inland at F.C.R .. Sept. 12 (JML) and single birds 
along the coast in Santa Barbara Sept. 15-21 (PEL), at S.C.R.E. , 
Sept. 16- I 8 (OA), near Port Hueneme Sept. 30 (S & DR) and on Pt. 
Loma Aug. 23 (GMcC) . As usual a few Tropical Kingbirds appeared 
along the coast with 16 reported Sept. 14-Oct. 29. AW. Kingbird in 
Goleta Oct. 30-Nov . 4 (EVG , ph. , S.D.N.H.M.) was the latest ever 
recorded in s. California. A Cassin's Kingbird , casual in s.e . Califor
nia , was at Imperial Dam Sept. 9 (REW). A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, 
a casual visitant to California . was at Tecopa Aug. 31-Sept. 7 (JT). A 
Great Crested Flycatcher. the eighth found in s. California , was in 
Long Beach Oct. 30-Nov. I (BD, ph ., S.D.N.H.M.). An E. Phoebe in 
Huntington Beach Nov . 13 + (SG), one on Pt. Loma Oct. 26 (REW) 
and another near Imperial Beach Nov. 8 (DPa , ph. , S.D.N.H.M.) 
were the only ones reported. Three Willow Flycatchers on Pt. Loma 
Oct. 26-Nov . 3 (REW) were unexpected , the previous late date for a 
fall migrant being Oct. 27. Six Least Flycatchers were reported with 
an early bird in Goleta Sept. 6 (LBev) followed by one at Harper Dry 
Lake Oct. 3 (EAC, *S.B.C .M.) , another in Morongo Valley Oct. 11 
(CM) and three along the coast of Santa Barbara and Ventura Cos. , 
Oct. 14-15 (PS , LRB , SSu). AW. Wood Pewee at Oasis Oct. 17 (EC) 
and another in Huntington Beach Oct. 19 (DRW) were both late . An 
Olive-sided Flycatcher on Pt. Loma Oct. 9-22 (REW) along with 
another there Oct. 20 (GMcC) were both later than any previous late 
fall migrants in s. California. A Purple Martin at Oasis Sept. 8 (JS) , 
another at F.C.R. , Sept. 7 (PEL) and a third near Lancaster Sept. 6 
(REW) were all fall migrants found inland where rare . 

CROWS THROUGH SHRIKES - A flock of 700 Com. Crows 
near Needles , San Bernardino Co., Nov. 27 (KLG) was an exception
ally large concentration. Thirty Pinon Jays in flight over Goleta Sept. 
19 (PEL) were far out of range. Single Winter Wren on Pt. Loma 
Sept. 30 (REW) & Oct. 18 (DR) were farther s . than normal . A Cactus 
Wren at Deep Springs Nov. 27 (JO) was n. of the species' normal 
range . An unusually early Gray Catbird was at Scotty's Castle in 
Death Valley Sept. 9 (JS). Single Brown Thrashers , rare in California , 
were in Santa Barbara Oct. 31 (DB) & Nov. 3 (LRB) along with one at 
F .C.R. , Oct . 21 (LLN) and another at Thousand Palms Oasis , River
side Co. , Nov. 2 (RMcK). A Crissal Thrasher at Triangle Springs in 
Death Valley Oct. 12 (LLN) was a little w. of the species' known 
range. A Wood Thrush on Pt. Loma Oct. 24-Nov. 5 (B D, ph. , 
S.D.N.H.M .) was only the fifth found in California. Single Swain
son' s Thrushes , exceptionall y rare inland in fall , were found near 
Lancaster Oct . 8 (JLD) & 22 (KLG ) with a third at Kelso Oct. 11 
(EAC); one in Casper Park , Orange Co. , Oct. 30-Nov. I (SJR) , 
another in Newport Beach Nov . 8 (SJ R) and a third on Pt. Loma Oct. 
26-Nov. 8 (JLD) were all exceptionally late. An early Red-throated 
Pipit in Goleta Sept. 9-11 (PEL) was followed by two near Imperial 
Beach Oct. 10-25 (GT). one on Pt. Loma Oct. 25-28 (DR, ph. , 
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S.D.N.H.M .) and another in Goleta ov. I (PEL). The discovery of 
five Sprague 's Pipits near Lancaster Nov. 22+ (JLD , ph ., 
S.D.N.H .M.) and another near eedles ov. 27 (KLG) would sug
gest this casual fall transient may not be a rare as thought. An imm. 
N. Shrike at Oasis Nov. 28 (BD) was the only one found in the Region . 

VIREOS , WOOD WARBLERS - A Hutton' s Vireo at F.C.R. , 
Nov . 27 (REW) was far outside the species' normal range. A Bell ' 
Vireo, very rarel y encountered away from known breeding localities, 
was near Imperial Beach Oct. 3-10 (JO) and another was at Brock 
Ranch Nov. 11 (REW) . Even more unusual was a migrant Gray Vireo 
at the summit of Mt. Palomar Sept. 19 (RH ). A Yellow-throated 
Vireo, a casual vagrant to California , was at the mouth of Pico Cr., 
San Luis Obispo Co. , Oct. 3 (JSR). A Yellow-green Vireo on Pt. 
Loma Oct. I (DPa) was the eleventh to have been found in the Region . 
Twelve Red-eyed Vireos were found during September, with eight 
being along the coast where considered casual. The only Philadelphia 
Vireo to be found was one at F.C.R. , Nov. 8 (TW). 

Forty-five Black-and-white Warblers were well above average for 
the fall migration period. A Prothonotary Warbler. a casual vagrant. 
was in Morongo Valley Sept. 19 (CM). another was in San Pedro 
Sept. 21 (JI), one was in Pasadena Sept. 27 (GSS), another was in 
West Los Angeles Oct. 3-4 (KLG) and a fifth was at Dana Pt. , Oct. 8-
11 (BSc). A Worm-eating Warbler was along Manzana Cr. , near 
Figueroa Mt. , Santa Barbara Co. , ov. I (SP), one was in Topanga , 
Los Angeles Co. , Sept. 20 (HLJ ), si ngle birds were in Long Beach 
Nov. 6 (BD) & 6 + (BMcl) and another was on Pt. Loma Oct. 4 
(REW) for an unprecedented five during the fall period. A Golden
winged Warbler . a species recorded no more than 15 times in s. 
California , was in Morongo Valley Oct. 24 (GMcC) and another was 
near Malibu ov. 2 (S & MW). An early Tennessee Warbler near 
Imperial Beach Aug. 30 (GMcC) was followed by more than 70 by 
period ' end , certai nl y more than encountered during an average fall. 
Eighteen Virginia 's Warblers along the coast during September and 
October along wi th seven inland during September would appear 
somewhat low . Up to three Lucy ·s Warblers near Imperial Beach 

"The book is great. . . Bird watching in New York 

Stare should reach a new high .... This is the most 

derailed and sophisticated scare direcrory yet pro

duced . "-Roget· Tory Peterson 

Aug. 30-Nov. 7 (EC), one at Dana Pt. , Oct. 27 (BSc) and another at 
Gaviota Oct. 11 (NSC) were all a long the coast where it is a ra re 
transient. A . Parula , rare in fall, was in Goleta Sept. 23-Oct. 4 
(PEL) , another was there Sept. 24-28 (PEL) , one .was in Long Beach 
Oct. 19-23 (BD) and a fourth was on Pt. Loma Oct. 5 (REW). 

Eighteen Magnolia Warblers Sept. 11- ov. 11 was we ll above 
average. A Cape May Warbler inland at Kelso Oct. 4 (DRW) along 
wi th one along the coast in Santa Barbara Oct. 13 (LRB) and another 
on Pt. Loma Oct. 20-23 (REW) was near average. Six Black-th roated 
Blue Warblers were fo und along the coas t Sept. 29-Nov. 13 along 
with one at Kelso Oct. 4 (DRW) and another in the nearby Providence 
Mts. , Oct. 23 (GT. ph. , S.D.N.H .M.). Seven Black-t hroated Green 
Warblers found along the coas t of Los Angeles and San Diego Cos. , 
during October and earl y ovember follow the pattern of occur
rences set in previous years . Sixteen Blackburnian Warblers along 
the coast Sept. 26- ov. 4 were more than twice the number normall y 
encountered and one in Riverside Sept. 27 (D & BH) was at an 
unu sual locality. A Yellow-throated Warbler. exceptionall y ra re in 
fall, was inland at Oasis Sept. 5-8 (JO) and another was along the coast 
on Pt. Loma Sept. 24 (REW) ; the summering bird in Santa Barbara 
was last seen Sept. 20 (LRB). A Grace's Warbler on Pt. Loma Oct. 10 
(MH) was only the sixth fall vagrant to have been fou nd in Cali fo rn ia. 
Ten Chestnut-sided Warblers along the coast Sept. 14-Nov. 8 were 
about normal, but one in Earp, San Bernardino Co. , Nov . 29 (G McC) 
was somewhat late. Six Bay-breas ted Warblers were fou nd along the 
coast Sept. 22-Oct. 11 along with one inland at Brock Ranch Sept. 14 
(REW). Seventy Blackpol l Warblers were reported , including two 
early individual s inland at Deep Springs Sept. 5 (JO) and another in 
Arcadia Sept. 27 (MSanM) bei ng at an unusual locality. A Prai rie 
Warbler in Santa Barbara Oct. 21 (KLG) along wi th fou r near 
Imperial Beach Sept. 9-Oct. 10 (EC) was more than encountered in an 
average fall. An except ionally early Palm Warbler at Oasis Sept. 7 
(PEL) and anotheron Pt. Loma Sept. 9 (DR) were fo llowed by at least 
50 more including a Yellow Palm Warbler (hypochrysea) in Imperial 
Beach ov. 15 (REW) and another in Goleta Nov. 25 (LBev) . 

Eight Ovenbirds Sept. 3-Oct. 26 would appear about average. The 
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normal movement of N. Waterthrushes in late August and early 
September produced records of 10 in the interior and 18 more along 
the coast. with one near Weldon . Kern Co .. Aug. 14 (RAB, ph. , 
S.D.N .H.M.) being a little early. A Kentucky Warbler at Morongo 
Valley Oct. 4 (DRW) was on ly the ninth to be found in this Region . A 
Mourning Warbler. the Region· s eighth. in Carpinteria Sept. 6-7 
(DLD) was followed by another at nearby Refugio State Beach Sept. 
17 (PEL). A 2 Hooded Warbler, exceptionally rare in fa ll, was in 
Kelso Oct. 4 (DRW). Four Canada Warblers, casual vagrants to 
California. were found with one at Morro Bay Nov . 5-7 (DS). one in 
Canoga Park, Los Angeles Co .. Oct. 10 (TK) . another in Huntington 
Beach Sept. 24 (SG) and the fourth on Pt. Loma Sept. 21 (PC). 
American Reds tarts were relativel y numerous with 80 + reported . A 
Painted Redstart at Brock Ranch Sept. 13 (OLD) was the only one 
found. 

BLACKBIRDS, TANAGERS- Bobolinks were widespread and 
relatively numerous with 150 + found along the coast (70 in Goleta 
Sept. 20). but one at Deep Springs Oct. 17 (EC). three at F.C.R. , Sept. 
12 (JML) and one in Arcadia Sept. 27 (MSanM) were the only ones 
reported from inland. Seven Orchard Orioles, scarce stragglers to 
California, were found along the coast in September and early Octo
ber. Eight N . (Baltimore) Orioles found after Sept. I 2 would appear 
normal. An early Ru sty Blackbird at F.C.R. , Oct. 17- 18 (G McC) and 
another near Lancaster Oct. 22 (J LD) were followed by four more in 
thee. portion of the Region during November. A Great-tai led Grackle 
at Dana Pt. , Oct. 3 (BSc) and another in Oceanside Nov. 22-24 (S B) 
were both along the coast where casual. 

Four Scarlet Tanagers were found with one in Goleta Nov. 17- 18 
(PEL), another near San Pedro Nov. 8-11 (BD). a third near Imperial 
Beach Nov. 7-8 (REW) and the fourth inland at Morongo Valley Oct. 
24 (EAC). A o Hepatic Tanager, exceptionall y rare away from the 
limited breeding localities in California, was on Pt. Loma Oct. 12 
(REW) and a female was at Ft. Piute Oct. 31 (EAC). Seventeen 
Summer Tanagers scattered through the s. portion of the Region was 
about average . 

FINCHES THROUGH LONGSPURS - Twenty-four Rose
breasted Grosbeaks and 25 Indigo Buntings was a few more than 

Baird's Sparrow, Point L oma, San Diego, -Oct. 8, 1981. Photo/Jerry 
O/denettel. 

expected. A 2 Blue Grosbeak at F.C.R.. ov. 21 (D & BH) was 
exceptionally late. A Lazuli Bunting on Pt. Loma Oct. 20 (REW) was 
one of the latest ever found in California. An imm . Painted Bunting at 
Deep Springs Sept. 17 (RSt) was about the 15th recorded in s. 
California. The only Dickci ssels to be found were one at F.C .R., 
Sept. 7 (PEL) , two at Yucca Valley Oct. 11 (CM) and a fourth at Dana 
Pt., Aug. 23 (BSc) . A Cassin ' s Finch, a casual straggler to the coa t , 
was or. Pt. Loma Oct. 25 (HLJ). Lark Buntings were scarce , with only 
nine reported. A Grasshopper Sparrow at Yucca Valley Oct. 24-25 
(EAC) and another near Desert Center Oct. 8 (RMcK) were both 
outside the species' known range in California. An imm. Baird's 
Sparrow , only the second to be found in California, was on Pt. Lomu 
Oct. 5-10 (GMcC, ph .. S.D.N.H.M.). A Rufous-crowned Sparrow, 
most likely sco11ii , was found at Mitchell Caverns in the Providence 
Mts., Oct. 18 (AS) ; what appears to be an isolated population of these 
birds was recent ly discovered in this area of California. A Black
throated Sparrow, very rare on the coast , was in Santa Barbara Aug . 
16-Sept. 6 (KA) , another was at Huntington Beach Nov . 18 (BD) and 
three or four were found on Pt. Loma Aug. 24-Oct. 5 (REW , DPo). 
Ten Tree Sparrows in the n.e. corner of the Region Oct. 31-Nov. 27 
were in an area where small numbers occur annuall y: however. one 
on Pt. Loma Oct. 30 (REW) and another there Nov. 13-16 (REW) 
were but the fourth and fifth ever found in San Diego County. Clay-

The swiftest creature on ear th, ca p a bl e of swooping down on it s prey 
at 200 mil es a n hour. is a member of th e falcon family. Fal cons includ e 

some of th e most splendidly adapted preda tors in th e world , and a re 
notabl e for th e ir near perfection in form and function . These 

compact. powerfully built birds are th e subject of this superbly 
illustra ted new book. It is certa in to become a co ll ec tor 's ite m. 
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Written by one of th e world 's leadi ng experts on falcons, 
The Falcons of the World is published in a n oversize format 

and illustrated (by R. Dav id Digby) with 40 full-page co lor 
paintings, 4 double-spread paintings and 30 m aps- all spe

c ia ll y commissioned for this volume . 
v Professional and amateur ornitho lo

,;,,i~.,~~"".g ists , falconers, co nserva tionists . and avian 
ar t e nthusiasts will all want to own this h and

some-and a uthoritat ive ed ition. 

At you r bookstore or from 
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colored Sparrows appeared in about normal numbers with 28 re
ported. Harris' Sparrows were scarce with only six found, but White
throated Sparrows appeared relatively numerous with 26 reported. 
Swamp Sparrows were exceptionally scarce with but five found. 

Two McCown's Longspurs, by far the rarest longspur occurring in 
California, were on the coast at Pt. Mugu Nov. 15 + (PEL), and one 
near Lancaster Nov. 22 (JLD) along with two near Blythe Nov. 27-29 
(PEL) were inland. About ten Lapland Longspurs were found scat
tered throughout the Region including an early bird near Santa Maria 
Oct. 9 (PEL) and two as far s. as Imperial Beach Oct. 24-25 (DPa). 
Reports of Chestnut-collared Longspurs included seven from the 
immediate vicinity of the coast between Goleta and Imperial Beach 
and concentrations of 40± near Needles Nov. 27 (KLG) and 60± 
near Blythe Nov. 29 (JO). 

CONTRIBUTORS - Kevin Aanerud, Don Adams, Onik Arian, 
lone Arnold, Jon L. Atwood, Larry R. Ballard, Robert A. Barnes, 
Ray E. Barnett, Hal Baxter, Dean Bazzi, Ken Berg, Barbara B. 
Berton, Leo Best (LBe�). Louis Bevier(LBev), Bob Blackport (881). 
Suzanne Bond, Richard L. Breisch, Karen Bridgers (KBr), Bruce 
Broadbrooks (BBr), Hank & Priscilla Brodkin (H & PB). Sarah J. 
Brooks, Pat Cameron, Eugene A. Cardiff (co-ordinator for San Ber
nardino County), Steve Cardiff, Mark 0. Chichester, Jim Coats
worth, Barbara Cohen, Elizabeth Copper (co-ordinator for San Diego 
County), Nancy S. Crawford, Brian Daniels, Donna L. Dittmann, 
Teresa Dodge, Jon L. Dunn, Tom M. Edell, Claude G. Edwards, 
Bruce Elliott. Sidney England, Mike Evans, Steve Ganley, Kimball 
Garrett (co-ordinator for Los Angeles County), Greg Gillson, Wayne 
Gochenour, Eileen V. Gray, James M. Greaves, Celeste K. Grijalva, 
Keith & Rob Hansen (K & RH), Marlon Harms (MHa), Loran R. 
Hayes, Dave Hayward, Fred Heath. Mitch Heindel, George Helm
kamp, Javier Hernandez, Diana Herron, Roger Higson, Don & 
Bonny Hoechlin (D & BH), Greg Home I, John Ivanov, Cathy Jacobs, 
Joseph R. Jehl, Eric Johnson, Jerome A. Johnson. H. Lee Jones, 
Mark Kasprzyk (co-ordinator for Colorado River Valley), Fran & 
Dorothy Killfeil (F & DK), Ted Kincheloe, Dave King, Jack Kinsey, 
Roy & Jessie Kniffen (R & JK), Jeri M. Langham, Paul E. Lehman 
(co-ordinator for Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties), Joan E. 
Lentz, Kathryn MacCarthy, Dave MacKenzie, Curtis Marantz, He
len Matelson, Marge Mazur, Bev McIntosh. Margaret McIntosh, 
Robert McKernan, Eben McMillan, Tom Meixner (TMx), Peter J. 

BIRD BONANZAS TOURS 
are unique travel adventures to 
exciting places. We are known for 
our expert leaders, small groups 
of people and large numbers of 
birds. Participants on our recent 
tours tell us they're better than 
ever. If you're interested in some
thing out of the ordinary, try us. 

1982 
July 17 to August 7, Papua New 

Guinea. 
Leader, David Bishop. 
$2395 plus airfare. 

October 10 to November 6, Brazil. 
Leader, Steve Hilty. 
$3595 plus airfare. 

December 18 to 29, Cuba Ivory
billed Woodpecker Search. 
Leader, Wally George. 
$950 plus airfare. 1983 

Metropulos, Steve Meyers, Tracy Meyers, Joanne Moore, Hanna 
Nadel, Larry L. Norris, Bryan Obst, Jerry Oldenettel, Jon & Jo 
Parham (J & JP), Dennis Parker (DPa), Eleanor 8. Parsons, Arleta F. 
Patterson, Dick Phillips, Gary W. Potter, Dave Povey (DPo), Susan 
Purviance, Sylvia J. Ranney (co-ordinator for Orange County), Hugh 
Ranson, David Rawlins, Charles Rock, Martha Rosenquist, Steve & 
Diane Rose (S & DR), Jim S. Royer (co-ordinator for San Luis Obispo 
County), Andy Sanders, Mike San Miguel, Luis Santaella, Starr 
Saphir (SSa), Brad Schram (BSc), Steve Schubert (SSc), Bob 
Shanino (BSha), Buz Shear (BShe), Rich Sintchak (RSi), Trudy 
Siptroth, Greg P. Smith, Nancy Spear, Richard Stallcup (RSt), Don 
Sterba, John Stirling, G. Shumway Suffel, Steve Summers (SSu), Phil 
Swan, Jacob Szabo (JSz), Jan Tarbel, Margaret Thornburgh, Gerald 
Tolman, Philip Unitt, Lloyd Vincent, Ken Weaver, Richard E. 
Webster, Morley Weir, Douglas R. Willick, Steven C. Wilson, Sandy 
& Marge Wohlgemuth (S & MW), Tom Wurster. San Bernardino 
County Museum (S.B.C.M.), San Diego Natural History Museum 
(S.D.N.H.M.).-GUY MCCASKIE, San Diego Natural History 
Museum, Balboa Park, P.O. Box 1390, San Diego, California 92112. 

 

1983 

May - Cuba Ivory-billed 
Woodpecker Search. 
Leader, Wally George. 

June - Rwanda & Kenya. 
Leader, Don Turner. 

July - Colombian Amazon 
Workshop. 
Leader, Steve Hilty. 

August - Indonesia 
(Java, Sulawesi and Bali). 
Leader, David Bishop. 

September - Papua New Guinea. 
Leader David Bishop. 

October - Brazil. 
Leader, Steve Hilty. 

November - Ecuador. 
Leader, Dave Simon. 

December - Argentina. 
Leader, Steve Hilty. 

December - Antarctic Cruise. 
1983 
January - New Zealand. 

March - Taiwan, Hong Kong and 
Okinawa. 

Leaders, Staff of M/S World 
Discoverer. 

Leader, David Bishop. 

February - Philippine Islands. 
Leader, Robert Kennedy. 

March - Mexico 
(Oaxaca & Chiapas). 
Leader, Dave Simon. 

Volume 36, Number 2 

Leaders, Peter Chen, Douglas 
McWhirter & Michael Webster. 

Apri I - People's Republic of 
China. 
Leader, Steve Hilty. 

Bird Bonanzas, Inc. 
P.O. Box 611563 

North Miami, Florida 33161 
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