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Weather continued to have an effect on the habitat and thus the 
occurrence of birds in the state. The deluge of late September~arly 
October from Tropical Storm Octm·c destroyed \'aluable riparian \'ege
tation. especially in the Tucson and Prescott areas . Flooding abn created 
high levels in ponds and lakes that covered shorebird habitat in the 
Flagstaff area. 

However. a positi\'e change in habitat has been pro\'ided b\· the new 
large irrigation storage pond in Chandler. south of Phoeni/ that has 
attracted new and unusual species to south central Arizona. 

The season was brightened by interesting \·isitors from south of the 
border. including a first record for the United States. 

LOONS THROUGH IBISES - A Red-throated Loon. rare \\ inter 
visitor to the Gulf of California. was obser\'ed at Guavmas. Mex .. No\·. 
27 (DSj. N. Krug). An Arctic Loon. an uncommon tr~nsient. espcciallv 
in s.e. Arizona. was found at Tucson Oct. 1-1 iJS. KK). It appears th;t 
Com. Loons may stop m·er regularlv on lakes near flagstaff-one was 
at Ashurst L.. Nov. -I iJC. m.ob. i ;nd up to fi\'e were :,n L. !\Ian· and 
Mormon L.. during No\'cmbcr(JC. TC). Farthcrc. ands. were t\~O on 
L. Pleasant No\'. 30 (TC). one at Chandler Oct. 15 (DSj ct al. 1. one at 
Becker L.. Oct. 27 (KR) and one in the s.e. at l\kNcal·Oct. 27 (A\11. 

Breeding of Pied-billed Grebes ins. Arizona is variable in timing· t,,o 
partly grown young at Nogales Nov. 5 indicated a rather late n~~ting 
record (GM el al.). The only Horned Grebes reported during the perio:1 
were individuals ins. w. Phlienix No\'. 12-13 ( DSj el al . ). and at Ariq1ca 
Jct.. No\'. 26 iJS). lndi\·idual W . Grebes were r~rortcd from scattered 
localities in s.e. and e. Arizona: one near tvkNeal staved at least until 
No\'. 30 tAM). -

Four Am. White Pelicans were at Presc·ott. where the\· an: uncom
mon. on the late date of Nov. '27 (CT): at least one was in Pil()enix during 
No\-cmber ( DT): and 21 were counted at Painted Rock Darn I hen:aftcr'. 
P.R.D.) Oct. 22 (DSj. RF). A Double-crested Cormorant. rare in n.e. 
Arizona. was seen at Lyman L.. No\·. I 9 (Gl\l. BHe). 7\1agnificent 
Frigatebirds an: sparse visitors tu s. w. Arizona: one at Sierra \'tsta Aug_ 
21 ("i'J. & B. Epler) was remarkablv far c. ~ 

An Am. Bittern. rarely enrnunter~d in s.e. Arizona. ,,as obscn·ed at 
Elfrida Oct. 22 tAM. TD). Cattle Egrets an: becoming rnorc comrnon in 
s.e. Arizona-up to 12 were recorded at Mc Neal Aug. I 0-:--:ll\·. 5 (..\\I): 
two were seen in Douglas No\'. 2 (Al\!) and se\\:,; in Huachuca Cit\ 
Nov. 20 I DD). Ur to 165 White-faced Ibises at Mc Neal during Serten{
ber and October was a high total for s.e. Ariwna: eight were still rrescnt 
Nov. 5 I AM et al.). Another late White-faced Ibis\\ as still at P.R.D. _ 
Nov. 6 (DSj. CB. RF). 

WATERFOWL - Tundra Swam. formerly unc(1m111011 awav from 
the Lower Colorado Ri\-cr (hereafter. L.C.R. ). were found ins.~. Ari
zona for the 3rd cunsecuti\·e winter: four were at l\kNcal Nov. 28 1 Al\! I 
and five at Huachuca City No\'. 20 (RSL Four , and t,,o :; Wood 
Ducb rlus two or three broods of immatun:s. seen Aug_ 12 on Peck's 
L.. near Prescott. were susrected of having bred there I CT). The srecies 
was recorded again at \Vinkelman. where uncommu11: ur to three \\ere 
present Oct. I I-Nov. 17 ( K. Lease I. One was in Tucson :--:,w. 16-23-'
(ji,!e Cd) and more than usual (6) were in Phllenix during the reriod ( \IJ. 
TC l'I al.). A \·cry late Cinnamon Teal was at Becker L.. Springcn·illc 
Nov. 19 (GI\!). ' 

A Eur. Wigeon returned to Phoenix in carlv November for the ~th 
winter after an absence of one year (M. Caq~entcr et ul. 1. An inirn. 
White-winged SClltcr in Prescott Nu\'. 27-30 (V. Miller. er, was the 
first for that area: there have been about 2-1 indi\·iduals recorded in the 
state. 

RAPTORS - Single Osrn:ys. unCllmmon in s.e. ,\ri1ona. were 
reported e. of Portal Sert. 23 iWS). at l\kNeal Oct. 3 1:\\li and at San 
Simon Cienega Oct. 17 iWS. RM). More than mual-ur to l-l--\\c're 
recorded around and ,, . of Phoenix: at lc,1't one sta\·cd into December 
(m.ob.). • 

Additional evidence of Black-shuuldercd Kites nesting in the state 
was rrovided by up to two adults Sept. I-I-NO\·. 30 a~d up to two 

immatures Oct. 2-1-No\'. 30 at Elfrida. s.e. Ariz. 1rh .. Al\!). However. 
the nesting s. of Casa Grande was not successful. The 2 nests with 
inrnbating adults discovered during the summer were found to ha\·e 
blown down after a storm in late August: one of these contained egg 
shells (RGL Only one bird. an adult. ,,~as seen there Sept. 31 tTG. M/,~1 
ul. ). Sightings of imli,·idual adults in new areas were at Vekol Wash e. 
uf Gila Bend in August (fide RG ). at the Gila Bend sewage rond Oct. 22 
IRFl and near 1-10 and Sacaton. Gila R. Indian Rescr\'ation Nov. ::w 
tDSy). 

An imm. Broad-winged Hawk was found in a canvon s.e. of Oracle 
Oct. 3 (D. Ellis): there ha\'e been about a dozen prc\·-ious state records. 
L'p to fi\'c Harris' Hawb were rerorted in e.,tremc s.e. Arizona during 
the reriod I DD. TD. Al\!): two in the Welton area No\·. 30 were thou~l;t 
to be from the re-introduced porulation on the L.C.R. (jide DT). :\n 
imm. Zone-tailed Ha\\K. rare in thew. ran of the state. was seen near 
Tacna Sert. 22 ( ·cJJ. DK): an indi\'idual O\"Cr Tucson Nov. 13 ( ·cL. 
Comrackl was 4uite late. 

An imm. Crested Caracara strayed :--: to Chandler :--:o\·. I I I ·:-D & 
\1SyL 

TLRKEY THROUGH SHOREBIRDS - A !lock of eight Wild 
Turkeys\\ as seen '.\lo\·. 16 in Arroyo Cajon Bonito. Sunora. \lex .. 5 ::':: 
mi s.e. of Guadalupe Canyon (T. Potter. Al\!. TDL The status of the 
srccies in this area is pnorly known. Three l\lontouma Quail at Nu
triuso :\ug. 19 (BHel indic·atcd that the White \Its. rorulatiun sur\'i\·ed 
the \\inter of 1978-1979. The populations in rans ofs.e. Arizona ha\·e 
built back ur to good lc\·els (KK1. A Purrle Gallinulc. the second record 
of this srarsc visitor for the year. \\ as obscn·cd at \k:--:eal on the late 
date of Oct. 2-IX (DD. ·:·,\M. TD). 

Three uncnmrnon species of shorebirds ,,crc recnrded: a Red Knut at 
Willcox Sert. 1-1-2-1 ,·:-Al\1. CB er ul. ) .. a Red Phalarore at Chandler 
Oct. 22-23 ( DSj. RF). and t,, Ll Ruddy Turns tones-one at TtlL'son Sert. 
17 1P'.\i) and one at Phncnix Oct. 19 (l)SjJ. 

lndi\idual Black-bellied Plu\ers \\ere at \k:--:eal Oct. 5 & 16 (AM. 
DD. R~al. at Picad10 Res .. July 30 iJS1. at the Chandler sewage pond 
Sert. I) iPBl: and eight ,,ere Cllunted at P.R.D .. Oct. 22 (DSj. RFI. In 
contrast to their status elsewhere in the state. Black-necked· Stilts are 
generally rare in extreme s.c. Ariwna. A number of reruns frorn that 
area this fall included ur to si., at the Bisbee-Douglas sewage ronds Oct. 
2 (AMI . .-\ \\'himbrcl at Prcsc·ott Aug. 5-6 ( CTI was the first for that area 
and one uf unly a few rernrds away from the L.C.R. Fnur l\1arbled 
Godwits were recorded in s.e. Ari1ona (A\1 l'I ul. ): and threes. and w. 
of Phoenix ( RW. PB I included one on the late date of No\·. 6 at P.R. D. 
iDSj. CB. Rf). L1r tu three Sanderlings ,,ere at \\'ilkox Sept. I-I-Oct. 2 
I AM. 111.ob. I. and une at Nogales Sert. 2-1 ( DSj el ul.). 

GL'LLS. TERNS - :\n ad. Laughing Gull at '.\lug,tlcs Sert. 2-11 DSj. 
JBa. JS. Cd) was the· 2nd for that area: there arc ·.10 records for the 
state. Surprising was the ud. Sabine·s Gull at Cibola N.W.R .. Oct. 6 
t·:·DK. JJ): only a few adults ha\'c been found inland. Ur to four Herring 
Gulls. uncommon awa\' from the L.C.R .. were found at P.R.D .. Oct'. 
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23-Nov. 6 (DSj, RF. CB. PB). From one to two Com. Terns were found 
fare. at McNeal Oct. 2-5 (AM. DD. TD). 

CUCKOOS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS - Only 14 Yellow
billed Cuckoos (more common before habitat destruction on the Bill 
Williams R.) were detected on the L.C.R .. during August and early 
September (DK). 

A Ferruginous Owl was found Oct. 15 at Tucson in a different locality 
from that of the pair there during the past 2 summers (T. Meyer. GM). 
Two newly fledged Spotted Owls were seen in Sycamore Canyon Aug. 
30 (DK. KC). A late Com. Nighthawk was recorded at Prescott Sept. 15 
(CT). 

Adding to the summer records of the following 2 species of humming
birds from s. of the border were a Plain-capped Starthroat in Copper 
Canyon near Coronado N.M .. Aug. 20 (RBr. PB): and a Berylline 
Hummingbird in Garden Canyon. Huachuca Mts . . Aug. 6 (J. Arvin) . 
Portal continued to attract Lucifer Humminebirds: two imm. females 
were at feeders there Sept. 4-Oct. 7 (S & WSJ: a female was seen in 
Guadalupe Canyon Aug. 20 (DD. AM. RBoJ and a male in Leslie 
Canyon near Douglas Aug. 28 (DD). An apparent imm. White-eared 
Hummingbird was at a feeder in Madera Canyon Aug. 10 (GM) . The 
majority of reports of White-eared Hummingbirds in Madera Canyon 
actually pertain top Broad-billed Hummingbirds which are very com
mon there. Another White-eared Hummingbird was observed in the 
Chiricahua Mts .. Sept. 10 (RM). 

Records of Calliope Hummingbirds in s.e. Arizona continued to 
mount: a male was at Portal feeders Aug. 10 and an imm. male was there 
during September ( S & WS): a female was found dead at Portal Aug. 19 
and a male was observed near Rustler P .. Chiricahua Mts .. Aug. 28 & 
Sept. 3 (RT). One of the Magnificent Hummingbirds in the Pin;I Mts .. 
near Globe. remained at least until Sept. 12 (RH. BJJ: and even farther 
n. and e .. one at a feeder in Eagar in early August ( F. Fanning .fide GM) 
provided one of only a few records for the White Mts. 

Two young Anna's Hummingbirds seen in a nest in Mesa. e . of 
Phoenix Nov. 16 (V. Murphy.jide JW) represented the earliest nesting 
record of that species in the state. Anna's Hummingbirds were more in 
evidence than usual in the Globe area throughout the period (RH. J. 
Spencer. BJ). 

KINGFISHERS. WOODPECKERS - A Green Kingfisher at Ari
vaca Aug. 14 (S. & J. Levy) furnished the first report of this rare 
straggler since 1978. 

A Red-breasted Sapsucker. an uncommon visitor. was observed at 
Pena Blanca L.. w. of Nogales Nov . 5 {GM. Cd et al . ). An early o 
Williamson's Sapsucker was seen s. of Rustler P .. Aug . 16 <RT) A 6 
Hairy Woodpecker at Beaver Dam Wash .. n .w. Ariz .. Oct. 15 was at a 
lower than usual elevation (JC. LP). 

FLYCATCHERS . CROWS-There were two E. Phoebes during the 
period-one e. of Tucson Nov. 20 (JS) and one at Cibola N. W.R .. Nov. 
16-22 {"rKC. DK. JJJ. A Cassin's Kingbird. an uncommon transient on 
the L.C.R .. was at Cibola N.W .R .. Aug. 12 & 16 (DK). and three were 
observed at Ehrenberg Sept. I 3-early October tCH. LL. KC. DK). Two 
very late Cassin's Kingbirds were seen in Bisbee Nov. 22 (AM): and a 
late first-year W. Kingbird was seen in Avra Valley near Tucson Nov. 
14 (CT). 

American Crow has recently bl.!come a local abundant fall and winter 
resident on the L.C.R.: by late-October flock s of up tu 500+ were 
counted at Cibola N.W.R. (DKJ. 

CHICKADEES THROUGH THRASHERS - A Mountain Chicka
dee. only a casual winter visitor on the L.C.R .. was at Cibola N. W.R .. 
Oct. 24 and another individual was recorded there Nov. 14 (DK). Red
breasted Nuthatches were found at low elevation localities around Pres
cott in October (CT): and two were recorded at Tuba City Aug. 24 (JC). 
Pygmy Nuthatch is not known to be a resident in the Pinal Mts .. so those 
seen the last week of August to Sept. 8 were unusual (RH). Two Winter 
Wrens. sparse winter residents. were seen at Beaver Dam Wash Oct. 15 
(JC. LP) and three were in Oak Cr. Canyon Nov. I 6 (JC). 

A d Aztec Thrush in Madera Canyon Aug. 30-Sept. 13 (tKC. -tDK. 
ph .. JS. m .ob. J was only the 5th for the state but the 3rd record from that 
area. Records of Gray Catbirds away from their breeding areas contin-

ued to accumulate: one was far n. and w. at Beaver Dam Wash Oct. 22 
(LP) and one was on the San Pedro R .. at Hereford Oct. 28-29 (P. Sisk. 
J. Newman, fide RS). 

VIREOS. WARBLERS - A Yellow-throated Vireo was discovered 
in Madera Canyon Aug. 5 (tL. Thompson): there have been about 16 
previous records in the state. A Gray Vireo was netted. banded and 
photographed Aug. 21 in Catalina Foothills. Tucson (P. Walters). an 
area where the species is apparently rare . 

There were few e. vagrant warblers reported this fall, but representa
tives of2 species strayed N from Mexico. A Crescent-chested Warbler 
found in Garden Canyon Sept. 3- 15 provided a first for the United States 
(D. Heathcote et al.). Details and photos will be published elsewhere. A 
Rufous-capped Warbler, discovered in Coronado N.M .. Aug. 14 
(MJ). represented only the 3rd state record. 

A Cape May Warbler was found at Picacho Res . . Oct. 15 (DSj . CB . 
RF). There have been only 4 previous state records. An ad. o Golden
winged Warbler at Prescott Aug. 14 (CT) added to the mystery of the 
status of that species- a year ago a female and four young were present 
for over 2 weeks in early September in another locality in Prescott. 
There had been records of only four individuals in the state prior to 
these. 

A 6 Prothonotary Warbler at Portal Oct. 6 ( ts & WS) was about the 
16th for the state. An imm. Chestnut-sided Warbler at Boyce Thompson 
Arboretum Nov. 12 (tDSy) was the only one of that species reported. 

A female and four imm. Olive Warblers were seen together in a flock 
on Mingus Mt., n.e. of Prescott Sept. 15 (CT). adding another locality 
in then. part of the species· range . The o Hooded Warbler that spent the 
summer at Page Springs s. of Sedona . remained until Sept. 15 !CTI. A 
late and low elevation Painted Redstart was ret:orded on the Hassayampa 
R .. s. of Prescott Nov. 28 (CT). 

There was one Tennessee Warbler. three Blac·k-and-white Warblers. 
three Am. Redstarts and two N. Waterthrushes reported during the 
period. 

SPARROWS. BLACKBIRDS. FINCHES - A d Yellow Gros
beak, discovered in a remote side canyon of Sycamore Canyon. Atas
cosa Mts .. Aug. 12 (tT. Harvey). represented the 8th state record. An 
Indigo Bunting. a rare transient on the L.C.R .. was observed at Ehren
berg Sept. 26 {tLL). An imm. d Painted Bunting (an uncommon 
visitor) was at Portal Aug . 20 tph .. RF. DSj). and a 9 Painted Bunting 
was reported in with the many Lazuli Buntings at Benson Sl.!pt. 3 (]Bo). 
Two Dickcissels {one* to U. of A. ). sparse transients. were found at 
Tucson Sept. 14 {RBo). Three individuals of another sparse migrant. 
Clay-colored Sparrow. were recorded--{)ne at Douglas Sept. 13 (AM. 
RM. S & WS). one at McNeal Sept. 14 !AM> and one(* to U. of A.) at 
Tucson Sept. 15 & 23 (RBo. GM. WD1. 

Three Abert's Towhees were seen Oct. I 9 in 2 areas near Roosevdt 
L., e. of Phoenix, where the speries has not been recorded previously 
(BJ). A Swamp Sparrow was seen Nov. 19 at Richville. n.e. Ariz. (GM. 
BHe) where few records of this species have been recorded. Two Harris' 
Sparrows were reported--{_mc in Tucson Nov. I 3-23 was banded (C. 
Corchran. Cd), and an ad. male at Rio de Flag. s. of Flagstaff Nov . 27-
28 {JC). Two McCown·s Longspurs. uncommon winter visitors . were 
found at Becker L.. Springerville Oct. 27 (KR). 

A Bobolink was observed Aug. 20 in the area near Springerville 
where the species nested in 1979 ( BHe): and an individual at Willcox 
Sept. 28 !GM . WO) represented one of only a few records nf this sparse 
migrant in s.e. Arizona. 

Scattered reports of individual Purple Finches. irregular fall and win
ter visitors. came during late October and early November from Parker 
(KR). w. of Gila Bend at Paloma (DSj), s.w. Phoenix (DSjJ. Canelo 
Hills Cienega (GM. T. Clark). Santa Catalina Mts. tRB,J. WO). w. of 
Prescott, s. of Prescott (CT); and two on the Hassayampa R . (CT). Red 
Crossbills in "good numbers" were inhabiting the Chiricahua Mts .. Mt. 
Lemmon. Bill Williams Mt.. Flagstaff. Oak Cr. Canyon all fall tRT. 
CT): and around Prescott where they were paired and singing by the end 
of the period and suspected of breeding again (CT) . 

An ad. Lesser Goldfinch. feeding nestlings Oct. 10 in the pine-oak 
riparian zone near Prescott. was latt:: for that elevation (CT) . A few 
Evening Grosbeaks in the San Francisco Mts .. and Bill Williams Mt.. in 
October were the only ones reported during the fall !CT). 
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