
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 

/Guy McCaskie 

The dry weather of the winter continued into the spring with only a 
minimal amount of precipitation during March and April. and none 
thereafter. leaving us with the second driest January-through-June peri
od on record. 

The regularly occurring west coast migrants were most conspicuous 
during April and the first week of May. with average to above average 
numbers encountered along the coast. but below average numbers at 
most desert oases. After the first week of May migrants became unusu
ally scarce throughout the Region. and this remained the situation into 
early June with fewer of the regular vagrants found. 

ABBREVIATIONS - F.C.R. = Furnace Creek Ranch in Death 
Valley. Inyo Co.: N.E.S.S. = north end of the Salton Sea. Riverside 
Co.: S.D.N.H.M. = San Diego Natural History Museum: S.C.R.E. = 
Santa Clara River Estuary. Ventura Co.: S.E.S.S. = south end of the 
Salton Sea. Imperial County. In the text following. place names in 
italics are counties. As virtually all rarities found in southern California 
are seen by numerous observers. only the observer initially identifying 
the bird is included. Documentation is on file for all rarities listed in the 
report. 

The early arrival dates for some of our key migrants were: Wilson "s 
Phalarope Apr. 15. Salton Sea: Red-necked Pha!arope Apr. 28. Salton 
Sea: Elegant Tern Mar. 11. San Diego: Common Tern Apr. 14. Morro 
Bay: Least Tern Apr. 16. Bolsa Chica: Black Tern Apr. 18. Salton Sea: 
Lesser Nighthawk Mar. 20. Imperial Valley: Vaux's Swift Apr. 6. 
Venice: Black-chinned Hummingbird Feb. 25. Blythe (Colorado R. 
Valley) & Mar. 24. Los Angeles: Olive-sided Flycatcher Apr. 14. San 
Diego; Western Wood-Pewee Apr. 14. San Diego: Willow Flycatcher 
May 6, San Diego: Hammond"s Flycatcher Apr. I. San Diego County: 
Western Flycatcher Mar. 11, San Diego: Ash-throated Flycatcher Mar. 
22. Orange County: Western Kingbird Mar. 17. Los Angeles: Swain
son's Thrush Apr. 21. San Diego: Bell's Vireo Mar. 21. San Diego:
Solitary Vireo Mar. 21, San Diego: Warbling Vireo Mar. I. Orange
County: Nashville Warbler Mar. 31. San Diego and Morongo Valley:
Yellow Warbler Apr. 8. San Diego: Black-throated Gray Warbler Mar.
24, San Diego: Hermit Warbler Apr. 12. San Diego: MacGillivray·s
Warbler Mar. 30. San Diego: Wilson's Warbler Mar. 7. Orange County:
Yellow-breasted Chat Apr. 8, San Diego: Western Tanager Apr. 8. San 
Diego; Black-headed Grosbeak Mar. 22. San Diego: Blue Grosbeak
Apr. 29, Pt. Mugu: Lazuli Bunting Apr. I.e. San Diego County: Black
chinned Sparrow Mar. 13. San Diego County: Hooded Oriole Mar. 3.
Santa Barbara; Northern Oriole Mar. 2 I. e. San Diego County.
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LOONS. GREBES - Red-throated Loons continued to be found far 
inland well into April as indicated by one-to-two on L. Perris. Ril'erside 
Apr. l l- l 5(SC) and one on L. Henshaw.San Diego Apr. 16(RH). Up 
to three Arctic Loons. casual inland. were on L. Perris Apr. 1-15 (SC) 
and another was on nearby L. Skinner Mar. 12 (RMcK). The imm. 
Yellow-billed Loon found on L. Perris Dec. 20 was last seen May 4 

(SC). Two Horned Grebes. rare after the end of April. were on San 
Diego Bay May 13 I REW 1. one was still present on L. Perris at the end 
of the period (SC). and another was at N.E.S.S .. May 5-'-!REW!. 

ALBATROSSES - A Black-footed Albatross near Santa Rosa I.. 
May 20 (LB) was in the Santa Barbara Channel where rare. The pres
ence of a Laysan Albatross at N.E.S.S .. May 21 + (SC) may not be as 
outlandish as it would initially appear. there being 3 previous records 
from this general area in May: one seen near Desert Hot Springs about 
45 mi n.w. of the Salton Sea May 5. 1976 (W. Birds 8:27-28). one 
photographed in Yuma 75 ± mi s.e. of the Salton Sea May 14. 198 I 
(Am. Birds 35:798-7991 and one found dead in Blaire Valley about 40 
m1 w. of the Salton Sea May 28. 1982 (A111. Birds 36:8931. Increasing 
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were totally unexpected; 10 were present at the end of the period 
(REW). The S' Anhinga found on Lee L., near L. Elsinore, Riverside 
Jan. 29 was still present at the end of the period (SC) but could be 
difficult to find among the partially submerged trees. 

HERONS, STORKS - An ad. Little Blue Heron at S.E.S.S., May 
27 (HK) was the only one found away from the San Diego area where a 
small population now appears to be resident. A Tricolored Heron still 
present near Imperial Beach, San Diego June 6 (M & DH) was apparent
ly summering in that area. A sub-ad. Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, 
rare-to-casual along the San Diego coast, was at the Santa Margarita R. 
mouth near Oceanside May 9 (LRH). Two ad. Wood Storks remained 
around Oceanside from the winter with one on Windmill L., Apr. 22 
(LRH) being the latest sighting. 

Horned Grebe, n. end of Salton Sea, Cal., May 6, 1984. Photo/Steven 
W. Cardiff. 

WATERFOWL-Two Fulvous Whistling-Ducks at N.E.S.S. , May 
12 (GMcC) constituted one of a very few records in Riverside. A 
wintering Greater White-fronted Goose in Santa Barbara remained to 
Apr. 30 (RAH), which was unusually late. As usual Brant were found 
inland during March and April with 688 on L. Henshaw, San Diego 
Mar. 14 (RH) being the largest concentration; 75 seen flying W over 
Yaqui Wells in the Anza Borrego Desert Apr. 19 (BW) were away from 
water, and single birds on L. Casitas, Ventura Mar. 24 (LB) and L. 
Tinnemaha, Inyo June 1 (REW) were at unusual localities. A light
bellied Brant (Branta bernicla hrota), casual in California, was seen off 
Goleta Pt. , Santa Barbara Apr. 19 (JLD) . A wintering o Eur. Green
winged Teal, very rare along the coast of s. California, remained in 
Goleta through Apr. 14 (TW), and another in Barstow Apr. 13-28 (SC, 
ph. S.D.N.H.M.) was the first to have been found at a desert locality in 
this Region . A o Eur. Wigeon in Ramona, San Diego Apr. 7 (REW) 
was somewhat late for s . California. Four Black Scoters migrating N off 
Goleta Pt. , Apr. 11 (JLD) and two more at the sam.! place Apr. 17 (JLD) 
were the only ones reported. Migrant Surf Scoters were seen on L. 
Henshaw between Mar. 12 & May 3 with a high count of 186 present 
Mar. 14 (RH). Two wintering Hooded Mergansers present in Goleta 

numbers of these are being found around the tip of the Baja California 
Pen. (B. Pitman, pers. comm.), suggesting that the occasional bird is 
now finding itself "trapped" at the head of the Gulf of California after 
moving N from the "Cape Region" along the wrong side of the Baja 
Pen., and attempting an overland flight to continue its N migration. 

BOOBIES, PELICANS, ANHINGA - A sub-ad. Brown Booby 
near Santa Barbara I. , Mar. 25 (AS) was very likely the same bird seen 
in this general area Oct. 29 , 1983 . A Brown Pelican at N.E.S.S. , Apr. 7 
(REW) was more than 2 weeks ahead of the previous early arrival date 
for this inland locality, so eight at the same location Apr. 15 (GMcC) 
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Wildlife Tours for Non-smokers 
Cheesemans' 

ECOLOGY 
SAFARIS 
Trips for avid birders, naturalists, 
and wildlife photographers who 
are in good physical condition, are 
non-smokers, and enjoy being in 
the field all day. 

For more Information, contact: 
Cheesemans' Ecology Safaris 

20800 Kittredge Road 
Saratoga, California 95070 

(408) 741-5330 or (408) 867-1371 

--1985 SCHEDULE--

Kenya-June 15-July 8 
with Terry Stevenson; 12-participant 
maximum. Cost: $2600 + airfare 

Peru-July 17-August 6 
with Paul Donahue; 10-participant maximum 
(7-day Galapagos extension may be available). Cost: $2300 + airfare 

Austral/a & New Guinea-July 20-August 24 
with Doug & Gail Cheeseman, Glen Threlfo, Hilary Thompson, Roy 
McKay, & John Crowhurst; !3-participant max. Cost: $4275 + airfare 

"An Australian Wildlife Experience" 
with top Australian naturalists-8 departures for 1985 
21 days-available for smokers and non-smokers 
Cost: $3800 including all flights from San Francisco 

Additional 1986-87 Wildlife Safaris: 
Suriname; Tanzania, Seychelles and Kenya; Galapagos 
and Equador; Brazil 
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Introducing 
North American 
Rare Bird Alert: 

The first continent wide reference service 
with rare bird sighting information. 
Now you can learn of rare bird sightings sooner. North American 
Rare Bird Alert (NARBA) is a continent wide telephone hookup 
designed by a birding enthusiast for birding enthusiasts. It 
eliminates lag time. So you have a better chance to see them yourself. 

Here's how NARBA works. 
The NARBA computer is constantly updated with information 
on the exact location of the latest confirmed sightings. 

Two levels of service are available. With Level I ("Gyrfalcon") Service, 
you call our special phone number for recorded information. With 

Level II ("Laysan") Service, we'll call you when the particular birds you're 
interested in are sighted. These services are available for as little 

as $12.50 annually. 
If you're serious about sighting rare birds. call or write us for more 

details today. NARBA will take the guesswork out of your birding. 

·1 am l'<'ry l.'Xcitl!d ahout a .\'orth 
: lmm·can Rar<' Hird All!rt. It u·ill h<' the 
next hirding u·w •e.' " 

"I am pleased that someone is 
soll'ing a serious problem faced by 
so many birders. The North 
Aml!rican Rarl.' Hird Alert is l'ery 
much nl!eded." 

- Jim Tucker. f,):ec. Director 
American Rirding Assoc. 

John Farrand. Jr. . Editor 
American Rirds Naqazine 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

I -Wri;---------Or~all:-----------
: Bob-0-Link, Inc. US 1-800-438-7539 
I P.O. Box 1161 Canada 1-800-438-6704 
I Jamestown, NC 27282 
I (919) 454-1240 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Please send more information on NARBA. 

Name __________ _ 

Address _______ _ 

City _______ _ 

State _____ Zip __ _ 

Tulephone _______ _ 

I---------------------------



through Apr. IO (NC) were late. 

HAWKS. FALCONS - A Black-shouldered Kite along the Colora
do R., s. of Palo Verde. Imperial Mar. 20 (DKr) was at a most unusual 
locality. A sub-ad. Mississippi Kite. a species now found each year in 
late May or early June. was at Oasis. Mono June I (ML). A wintering 
imm. Bald Eagle present on L. Henshaw through May 4 (RH) was late. 
An ad. N. Goshawk on Mt. Palomar Mar. 22 (RH) was only the 3rd ever 
to be found in San Diego. and an immature at Oasis May 24 (JLD) was 
unexpected at this time of the year. An ad. Red-shouldered Hawk at 
Desert Center. Riverside Apr. 18 (RMcK) was well e. of the species· 
range in California. The only Broad-winged Hawk reported was an adult 
near Mt. Pinos. Kern May 27 (DB). Swainson·s Hawks continue to 
decline with one at California City. Kern Apr. 7 (MH) and another over 
Salton City, Imperial May 5 (REW) being the only migrants reported . A 
Merlin at Tehachapi. Kem Apr. 27 (MH) was quite late. A Peregrine 
Falcon at L. Henshaw Mar. 15 (RH) and another at L. Elsinore. Ri1-er
side Apr. 14 (GMcC) were both at unusual localities. 

CRANES - A flock of 15 Sandhill Cranes flying N over S.E.S.S .. 
Apr. 10 (FGB) were undoubtedly migrants moving Neither from the 
small wintering population in the Imperial Valley or from w. Mexico. 
and established the latest spring date for s. California. 

PLOVERS. SANDPIPERS - The only Lesser Golden-Plovers re
ported were all wintering.fii/\'ll, and included six still present near Santa 
Maria, Santa Barbara May 6 (PS). A Solitary Sandpiper. rare in spring. 
was in Goleta Apr. 26 (JEL). another was in Mojave. Kern Apr. 27 
(MH). two were at nearby California City May 1-4 (MOC). two more 
were in Victorville. San Bernardino Apr. 28 (SC) and a 7th was at 
Imperial Dam. Imperial Apr. 27-28 (]ML); this was more than normally 
encountered at this time of year. and all within a very short period. 
suggesting a movement of these birds through the Region the last week 
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Are you sitting on a hidden asset? 

Perhaps you, like many people, purchased 

of April. Three Wandering Tattlers. casual inland. were at Salton City 
May 5 (GMcC) with two still present May 6 (OLD). An Upland Sand
piper at F.C.R .. May 29 (SC) was only the 9th ever found ins. Califor
nia. but the 4th at this location in late May. Ruddy Turnstones were 
present inland on the Salton Sea between Apr. 15 & May 12 with a high 
count of 80 May 5 (REW). Red Knots reached peak numbers on the 
Salton Sea in late April with 300 at Salton City Apr. 28 (JO). A 
Semipalmated Sandpiper near Lancaster. Los Angeles Apr. IS (JLD) 
established the earliest date for this very rare spring migrant in Califor
nia. and was followed by one in Victorville Apr. 28 (SC). up to six at 
N.E.S.S .. May 2-6 (OLD). and a late straggler at S.E.S.S .. June 3 
(REW). A Baird's Sandpiper. rare to casual in spring. was near Lancas
ter Apr. 14 (JLD). A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper on the Kern N.W.R., 
Kern May 8-10 (JW. ph. S.D.N.H.M.) was only the 2nd ever found in 
California in spring. The only Stilt Sandpipers found this spring were 30 
at S.E.S.S .. May 5 (REW). Theo Ruff that wintered on San Diego Bay 
was last seen Mar. 26 (DKi). A flock of 320 Short-billed Dowitchers in 
Victorville Apr. 25 (SC) was an exceptional concentration for an inland 
locality away from the Salton Sea. 

JAEGERS THROUGH SKIMMER-An ad. Pomarine Jaeger. acci
dental inland. on L. Elsinore May 18+ (OLD, ph. S.D.N.H.M.) and 
two more at N.E.S.S .. June 4 (PEL) had undoubtedly reached these 
localities by way of the Gulf of California. One or two Parasitic Jaegers 
at N.E.S.S .. May 27-29 (DY) were the first to have been found inland in 
s. California in spring. A 2nd-summer Laughing Gull on Morro Bay 
Mar. 24-May 4 (AMC) was along the coast where considered casual; a 
2nd-summer bird at N.E.S.S .. May 2 (OLD). another at Salton City 
May 12 (GMcC) and a 3rd at S.E.S.S. the same day (BB) were early for 
the Saltern Sea. Migrant Franklin's Gulls included two at Arroyo 
Grande, San Luis Obi.1po May 31 (BS). one at F.C.R .. May 25-26 
(GMcC). another near Lancaster May 23 (JLD). one near Imperial 
Beach May 30 (CGE) and up to nine at N.E.S.S .. May 21-June 10 

ATTU 
ISLAND - ALASKA 

life insurance years ago to protect your family. Over the 

Perhaps the ultimate spot for Asian 
avian rarities in North America• A 
must for any serious lister • An 
adventure for the bird enthusiast• 
An island of nature and history 

years your needs may have changed and 
you are now more concerned about retirement income 

and lowering your taxes. 

You can accomplish both by making a gift of that insurance 
policy to the National Audubon Society. 

This hidden asset can help provide for your 
current needs and ensure that our precious resources will be 

preserved for future generations. 

To discuss the best way of making a gift of life 
insurance and the benefits you can obtain call Wayne Mones 

at (212) 546-9212 or return the coupon below. 

(\1:--;f'JllE:--;TJ.-\L 

Plt.'tl."ll' SL'nJ ntt.· infunndu0n on tht! {Jt.'nonul fintmLttil ht.'nefiu, I CLln rt.'ccivc 
rhnn,gh "gift of life mstmm,c. 

Name 

AdJre" Cm· 

State Zir Phom· 

Wayne Mllne,, [)irectllr, Planne,l l,1\'ln~ 
Natillnal Au,lubon Society '15L~ Thir,l Avenue, :,-J,·w Y.,rk NY 10022 
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We invite the hardy of body 
and soul to join us on the 
following tours 

SPRING 1985 
May 12-26 • May 26-June 9 

FALL 1985 
Sept. 1-15 • Sept. 15-29 

Sept. 29 - Oct. 13 

Cost: approx. $2,100 
from Anchorage 

For additional information contact 

BIRD~ TREKS 

P.O. Box 316 • Fox Lake, IL 60020 
(312) 587-6325 
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Two pelagic or coastal birds inland at L. Elsinore, Riverside Co., Cal. 
Above: Pomarine Jaeger (adult or near-adult), May 18, 1984. Below: 
adult Heermann' s Gull, May 4, 1984. Photos/Steven W. Cardiff. 

(OLD, PEL). An ad. Heermann's Gull, casual inland, was on L. Elsin
ore May 4 (SC, ph. S.D.N.H.M.) and another was at N.E.S.S., May 23 
(SC, ph. S.D.N.H.M.). An ad. Mew Gull at Salt Cr., on the Salton Sea 
Mar. 11 (DRW) was far inland. An ad. Herring Gull at California City 
Apr. 27 (JW) and another at F.C.R., May 19 (GMcC) were both in the 
desert where previous records are virtually nonexistent. A first-summer 
W. Gull inland on L. Elsinore Apr. 11 + (SC) was wearing color bands, 
having been banded as a chick on Santa Barbara I. Up to three Glaucous
winged Gulls at N.E.S.S. at the end of the period (GMcC) were far 
inland. A first-year Glaucous Gull, rare in s. California, flew N past 
Goleta Pt., Mar. 26 (JLD). 

Two Gull-billed Terns at N.E.S.S., Mar. 11 (DRW) gave us the 
earliest spring arrival date for this species in California. An Elegant Tern 
at Carpinteria, Santa Barbara Mar. 23 (LB) was unusually far n. for so 
early in the year. An ad. Arctic Tern at N.E.S.S., June 9 (OLD) 
established the 7th record for the interior, all falling between June 1 & 

Ben Feltner's Peregrine Tours 
PERU June 21-July 16, 1985 

13. A Least Tern, very rare to casual inland, was at Salton City May 6 
(REW) and single birds were at N.E.S.S., May 6 & 23 (OLD). One to 
four Black Skimmers at S.C.R.E., May 4-6 (DB) were the only ones 
found along the coast north of San Diego. 

PIGEONS THROUGH WOODPECKERS-One or two Band-tailed 
Pigeons at F.C.R., May 26-30 (JO, REW) and another at California 
City May 5 (MH) were at unusual localities. A migrant Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo at Oasis June I (REW) was the only one reported. One or two 
Com. Nighthawks at F.C.R., May 26-30 (OLD) were spring migrants at 
an unusual locality. As usual, a few Chimney Swifts appeared, with one 
at Deep Springs May 23 (JLD), three over Los Angeles May 29 (RMcK) 
and four at the Iron Mt. Pump Station in e. San Bernardino June 2 (H & 
PB). A Vaux's Swift on Pt. Loma June 2 (DP) was exceptionally late, as 
virtually all Chaetura seen along the coast of s. California in late May 
and early June are Chimney Swifts. A o Magnificent Hummingbird 
seen for a short period of time in Ridgecrest, Kern Apr. 24 (JBr) when 
attracted to a lawn sprinkler will establish the first record for California 
if accepted by the California Rarities Committee. Calliope Humming
birds were more numerous than usual during April, with 50± reported 
along the coast and a concentration of IO near Lancaster Apr. 14 (JLD). 
A o Broad-tailed Hummingbird at Tollhouse Springs in the White Mts., 
Inyo Mar. 21 (BWK) was early, and single birds at Corn Springs in e. 
Riverside May 6 (AS) and near Iron Mt. Pump Station Apr. 29 (RMcK) 
were away from areas of normal occurrence. An obvious o N. (Yellow
shafted) Flicker at Deep Springs May 25-28 (JO) was exceptionally late. 

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS-A Dusky Flycatcher, very rare 
along the coast, was on Pt. Loma May 3 (REW). Fifteen Gray Fly
catchers along the coast between Apr. 14 & May 3 were more than 
normal. An E. Phoebe at California City May 4-5 (MH) was only the 
2nd ever reported in May in s. California. The Dusky-capped Flycatcher 
found in Los Osos, San Luis Obispo Jan. 22 was last seen May 20 (GPS, 
ph. S.D.N.H.M.). For the 3rd consecutive year a Brown-crested Fly
catcher appeared at F.C.R., being present May 27-30 (SC), and another 
at Ft. Piute in e. San Bernardino June I (SC) was the 2nd ever found in 
e. Mojave area. A wintering Tropical Kingbird remained in Goleta 
through Apr. 29 (AB). Three E. Kingbirds were found in thee. portion 
of the Region with one at Oasis May 27 (AS), another at F.C.R., May 
29-31 (DRW) and one at Morongo Valley June 7 (KR). A Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher, a casual straggler to California, was at F.C.R., May 28-30 
(JBo). A 'i? Purple Martin over Brawley, Imperial Apr. 28 (GMcC) was 
at an unusual locality. 

JAYS THROUGH VIREOS - A Scrub Jay at Stovepipe Wells in 
Death Valley May 27-31 (DRW) was certainly lost. A Hermit Thrush on 
Pt. Loma June 6 (REW) was exceptionally late for a coastal locality. A 
Varied Thrush near Holtville, Imperial Apr. 12-13 (MJK) was unex
pected, and single birds at Pt. Mugu May 6 (H & PB) and on Pt. Loma 
May 13 (B & MMcl) were late for along the coast. A Brown Thrasher, 
most unusual in spring, was at Scotty's Castle May 26-27 (B & MMcl). 
A Water Pipit along the coast on Pt. Loma May 21 (REW) and another 
on the desert at F.C.R., May 25-27 (JO) were both very late for these 
localities. A Bell's Vireo at Oasis June 1-3 (REW) was unexpected, and 

ARGENTINA October 25-November 14, 1985 
In 1985 Peregrine inaugurates two new Latin American tours. Each will feature an eminent leader who has 

designed the tour. Paul Donahue will guide you through Peru, which has more species of birds than any 
other country in the world. Paul, formerly naturalist at the Explorer's Inn, has led numerous Peru tours and 
has been tape-recording and painting Peruvian birds for years. Roberto Straneck, an Argentinian ornithologist 
with the Museum of Natural History in Buenos Aires, will lead you from tropical rain forests to the sub
Antarctic shores of Tierra del Fuego. Both tours will be limited in size, with our own Bob Behrstock as co
leader if the number of participants warrants. Please write us for detailea itineraries of these or any of our 
other fine tours. 

P.O. Box 2074, Humble, Texas 77347 (713) 441-1220 
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Join The Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists Co-Sponsors of 

CANADIAN 
NATURE 
TOURS 

for 
Tours of 

Wild Canada 
A varied programme, with 

excellent leaders, touching all 
corners of the country. 

Birding tours across Canada, 
wilderness canoeing in Northern 
Ontario, many high arctic tours, 
general natural history trips to 
both sea coasts, and mountain 

backpacking. 
355 Lesmill Rd. 

Don Mills, Ontario M3B 2W8 
4 16-444-84 19 

Po. Box 196 
PLANETARIUM STATION 

NEW YORK, NY 

1 0024 U.S.A. 

(212) 866-7923 

1985 
Birding Expedition 
Sichuan Province 

WEST CHINA 
Mt. Emei (Omei-Shan) 

4 - 27 April 

JiuzhaigoulBaihe 
Panda Reserves 
22 April - 19 May 

Tours may be taken 
consecutively or separately 

Tours led by BEN KING, the foremost 
field birder in Asia, author of A Field 
Guide to the Birds of South-East 
Asia, and currently writing A Field 
Identification Handbook to the Birds 
of the Indian Region. Write for 
itineraries. 
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was felt to be from one of the e. populations because of its relatively 
bright coloration. Three Red-eyed Vireos. rare but regular in late spring, 
were reported with one at Corn Springs May 13 (OC). another in Cali
fornia City May 28 (JW). and the 3rd on Figueroa Mt .. near Santa 
Barbara May 20 (LRB). 

WOOD WARBLERS - A 9 Blue-winged Warbler in California 
City May 25 (JW) was only the 8th ever found in s. California. A J 
Golden-winged Warbler. one of the rarest wood warblers to reach Cali
fornia. was in Carpinteria June 1-2 (TW). A Lucy's Warbler at Oasis 
May 29-June 3 (OLD) was exceptionally far n. The only N. Parulas 
were an early male at Pismo Beach. San Luis Obispo Apr. 1-5 (BS), a 
female in California City May 15 (MOC) and another at Oasis May 30-
June 3 (JML). The wintering Chestnut-sided Warbler found in Hunting
ton Beach, Orange Dec. 31 was last seen Apr. 3 (LRH). but a male at 
Corn Springs May 13 (OC) was the only spring vagrant. Four Magnolia 
Warblers was about an average number with a female in Barstow May 
11 (SC. ph. S.D.N .H.M. ). and single males at Thousand Palms Oasis, 
Riverside May 17 (RMcK), Ft. Piute May 26 (REW) and Oasis May 30-
31 (JML). Two J Cape May Warblers. casual in spring. were together 
at F.C.R .. May 19 (JO). Ao Black-throated Blue Warbler near Ridge
crest. Kern June 4 (HLJ) was only the 3rd to have been found in s. 
California in spring. The wintering Black-throated Green Warbler found 
at Los Osos Dec. 17 was last seen Mar. 2 (LB) and the female in Costa 
Mesa remained through Apr. 6 (LRH). A J Yellow-throated Warbler in 
Carpinteria June 2-3 (SC) was of the expected race alhilora. At least two 
Grace's Warblers on Clark Mt., San Bernardino May 29 (TW) were 
probably spring overshoots as none was found on subsequent visits; this 
species nests in the nearby Charleston and Sheep Mts. of s. Nevada. The 
wintering Pine Warbler found in San Luis Obispo Jan. 9 remained 
through Mar. 14 (CM): a singing male at F.C.R .. May 31 (REW) 
provided our first spring record. A J Prairie Warbler. virtually unheard 
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'~ 
Questers for 1985 

Travel with a purpose. Learn and discover. Search 
out plants and animals, birds and flowers. Explore rain 

forests, mountains and tundra, seashores, lakes and swamps. 
With Questers you will have ample time to photograph, absorb and reflect. 

Naturalist guides, small tour parties, first-class accommodations. 

Worldwide Nature Tours 
1985 Departures 
The Americas 
Okefenokee 12 days. 4/14 • Hawaii 15 days, 2/7 
& 21, 3/21, 10/17. 12/19•Alaska 17 days, 6/21. 
719 & 27 • Pacific Northwest 12 days, 6/17. 8/5 • 
Death Valley: 9 days, 3/24. 10/6 • Churchill: 12 
days, 6/17 • Newfoundland 16 days. 6/16 • Baja 
California 11 days. 4/12. 10/11 • Southern Mex
ico 15 days. 2/3 & 17. 11 /3, 12/22 • Panama; 
Costa Rica 14 days, 2/11, 3/18, 12/23 • Venezu
ela 16 days, 2/1, 318. 1111 • Amazon 17 days. 
1/6, 313,515.717. 814. 11/17 • Ecuador/Galapa
gos 17 days. 1/6, 3/10. 4/21. 8/4, 10/13. 12115 • 
Galapagos 17 days. 1 /21. 2/4 • Peru 17 days. 
7/14. 11/3•Patagonia 22days, 1/7, 11l4•Trini
dad/Tobago 11 days. 3/4 & 18. 11/4 & 18 

Europ~ 
Iceland 16 days. 6/14. 7 /5, 8/9 • Ireland. 23 days, 
5/8 • Islands/Highlands of Scotland 21 days. 
5/30. 7/18 • Switzerland: 17 days. 7/19. 8/9 • 
Spain: 20 days, 4/19 • Greece: 19 days, 4/15, 
9/16 • Isles of Greece: 16 days, 5/4. 10112 

Asia & Africa 
Japan: 23 days. 5/31 • Burma/Thailand: 23 days. 
11/2 • Sri Lanka 18 days, 2/15. 7/5, 11/15 • 
Nepal/Sikkim/Bhutan: 23 days. 3/14. 10/10 
•Foothills of Western Himalayas 19 days,4/18 • 
Kenya 22 days, 1/31, 7/18, 10/17 • Mada
gascar/Reunion/Mauritius: 24 days, 717. 10/6. 

Oceania & Australasia 
Australia/New Zealand 28 days. 2/9, 10/5 • New 
Zealand/Milford Track: 22 days. 2/8. 11115 • Pa
pua New Guinea 24 days. 5/18. 8/10. 11/2 • 
Australia 35 days, 9/6. 

Write for the 1985 Questers Directory of World
wide Nature Tours. If a particular tour strikes your 
fancy, ask for its Detailed Itinerary 

:fl 
QUESTERS 
Worldwide Nature Tours 

Dept. AB, 257 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10010 • (212) 673-3120 
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Male Blackpoll Warbler at Corn Springs, Riverside Co., Cal., May 13, 
1984. Photo/Herbert Clarke. 

of in spring, was in California City May 8 (MOC). A Palm Warbler 
known to have been present in Goleta since Dec. 17 remained through 
Apr. 26 (KB) and another in Los Osos May 8 (PA) could well have 
wintered locally, this species being exceptionally rare in late May when 
most other spring vagrants are found. The only Bay-breasted Warbler 
found was a male in Anaheim June I (DRW). A o Blackpoll Warbler, 
exceptionally rare in spring, was at Com Springs May 13 (HC, ph. 
S.D.N.H.M.). A o Prothonotary Warbler, a casual stray to California, 
was at F.C.R., May 19-20 (HAG) and another was at the same location 
May 26 (JA). Eight Ovenbirds during May was about average, and 

Bird Bonanzas Presents 
"THE AFFORDABLE TOURS" 

BIRD BONANZAS invites your attention to our 1985 tour program. In these 
times when so many tour prices aria! out of reach for the average person, we're 
pleased to offer bird tours at a bargain. For example: 

URUGUAY in February - a 14 day tour for 
only $995. 

HAWAII in April - a 14 day tour for 
only $1395. 

KENYA in June - an 18 day tour for 
only $1795. 

SCANDINAVIA in July - a 23 day tour 
for only $1695. 
MEXICO (Oaxaca) in August - a 12 day tour 

for only $1150. 
AUSTRALIA in October - a 30 day tour 
for only $2345. 

We also have tours in 1985 to Panama (January),~ 
Costa Rica (including a cruise to Cocos Island, • 
March), Seabird Cruises to the South Paci• 
fic with Peter Harrison (March), Mexico (El 
Triunfo, April), Guatemala (Tikal, May), 
Yemen (April), the Philippines (April) and 
New l.ealand (November). 

We employ the finest available leaders, we keep our groups small, and we offer 
unsurpassed birding experiences at a relaxing, enjoyable pace. 

For additional details about bargains you can't afford to overlook, please write to: 

Bird Bonanza,s, Inc.. 

Volume 38, Number 5 

P.O. Box 611563 
North Miami, Fla. 33161 

Osprey 
Puffins 
Gannets 
Bald Eagles 
Blue Whales 
Right Whales 
Beluga Whales 
Herons: Sandpipers 
Petrels; Shearwaters 
Sitting before a crackling fire. 
Humpback and Finback Whales 
New friends, old yarns. and much more. 

Come and explore 
breathtaking coastal 
Maine and the beauty of 

, _ _ _,,the Caaad,ao Ma,;tomes. ~ 

Whale and Birding Expeditions, Art 
and Nature Photography Workshops are 
our specialty. 

Box 102-D-HCR 70 
Machias, Maine 04654 (207) 255-8810 

Po B o x 196 
PLA NETA RIU M STATION 

NEW YORK . NY 

10024 US A. 

(212) 866-792 3 

/ 
/ 

I 
ft 1985 

Birding Tours 

_1 THAILAND 
13 Jan. • 4 Feb. 

BURMA 
4 - 11 Feb. 

HONG KONG 
12 - 15 Feb. 

Tours may be taken 
consecutively or separately 

Tours led by BEN KING, the foremost 
field birder in Asia, author of A Field 
Guide to the Birds of South-East 
Asia, and currently writing A Field 
Identification Handbook to the Birds 
of the Indian Region. Write for 
itineraries. 
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sponsored by 
American Birds 

Bird Watcher's Digest 

New Jersey 
Audubon Society 

challenges 

and 
Cornell Laboratory of 

Ornithology 

Endorsed by 
American Birding 

Association 
the birders 

in North America 
to cross 

this line .. 

the 

for the 2nd Annual 

WORLD SERIES 
OF BIRDING 

BIGGEST 
DAY 
~ 

Midnight to Midnight 

18 May 1985 
A 24 hour Big Day 

Birding Competition 
(N.J. Record: 201) 

All proceeds generated 

0 
1 ~ \ ~ by pledges will benefit the 

c ~ y, conservation cause of the sponsoring 
organization's choice. 

Vie for the coveted URNER-STONE CUP (1st place) and the 

EDWIN I. STEARNS AWARD (1st out of Region team) 

PROSPECTIVE BIG DAY TEAMS MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING STANDARDS 

Consist of a minimum of 3 and a maximum of 6 observers • Conform to ABA and Biggest 
Day rules • Plot their routes entirely within the state of New Jersey • Gain the sponsorship 
of an established birding club, group, Audubon chapter, nature center, or birding 
enterprise. 

FOR DETAILS AND ENTRY MATERIAL WRITE: 

WORLD SERIES OF BIRDING Cape May Bird Observatory 
P.O. Box 3 Cape May Point, New Jersey 08212 (609) 884-2736 
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included a somewhat early individual at Com Springs May 5 (HC). The 
only Hooded Warblers found were a male on Pt. Loma May 12 (BF) and 
another in Tustin, Orange May 26 (V & WG). 

TANAGERS THROUGH SPARROWS - The wintering Hepatic 
Tanager present in Santa Barbara since Nov. 25 was last seen Apr. 8 
(VC), and a male at Com Springs May 6 (AS) was one of very few found 
in spring away from a known breeding locality. A o Indigo Bunting 
near S.E.S .S., May 5 (REW) and another in Barstow May 8 (OLD) 
were somewhat early for this rare but regular stray to s. California. A o 
Dickcissel, casual in spring, was near Ridgecrest May 18 (HU) and 
another was found at Oasis May 27 (OLD). A Black-throated Sparrow 
on Pt. Loma May 30 (GJ) was along the coast where considered casual. 
A Grasshopper Sparrow at F.C.R., May 27 (SC) was at an unusual 
locality. A Swamp Sparrow near Imperial Dam Apr. 27-28 (JML) and 
another in Victorville May 3 (SC) were probably spring migrants. A 
White-throated Sparrow in Mojave May 18 (MH), another at Oasis May 
19-20 (JO) and a 3rd at Mesquite Springs in Death Valley N .M., May 19 
(HAG) were late. A Golden-crowned Sparrow on Pt. Loma June 7 
(REW) was exceptionally late. A migrant Harris' Sparrow was in Cali
fornia City May 11 (JW). 

BLACKBIRDS, ORIOLES, FINCHES - Bobolinks were scarcer 
than normal in thee . portion of the Region with six reported May 13-
June 2; but along the coast, where decidedly rare in spring, a male was 
seen in Irvine, Orange May 30 (RS) and another was found at Marina 
del Rey, Los Angeles June 1 (JS, ph. S.D.N.H.M.). A o Tricolored 
Blackbird at Stovepipe Wells Mar. 25 (DS) and another at F.C .R. , May 
29-June I (SC) were both in the Death Valley area where far out of 

EASTERN BIRDS OF PREY 
By Neal Clark 

. ._ , 

-.=-:rr· •. 
.. i'; . : ., . 

Life cycle coverage and field identification 
of all major raptors east of the Mississippi. 

Over 40 Outstanding Photographs 

SIZE6"x9" 
174PAGES 

Clip coupon and 
mail with check 
or money order 
payable to: 
Thorndike Press 
P.O. Box 159 
Thorndike 
ME04986 

Volume 38, Number 5 

Send me ___ copies at US 
$6. 95. Please add Sl.00 for 
shipping and handling. Maine 
residents add 5% sales tax. 
Name ___________ _ 

Address __________ _ 
City ____________ _ 

State ______ Zip ____ _ 

Costa Rica 
Tropical 

Adventure 
Birding and Natural History 

April 5-14, 1985 

December 21-31, 1985 
Limited to 12 Participants 

We have discovered stunning settings 
to observe. photograph and study 
exotic birds and other wildlife. 

Breathtaking scenery 
Beautiful Pacific beaches 
Rugged mountains 
Glorious climate 
Delightful accommodations 

Observe birds of primary tropical 
'rainforest. cloud forest. savannahs, 
mangroves. rivers. beaches and 
volcanic mountains. Thrill to flocks of 
Scarlet Macaws. Chestnut-mandibled 
Toucans, the Fiery-billed Aracari, 
Violaceous and Slaty-tailed Trogons. 
manakins. motmots, and many more 
birds and other wildlife. 

nature UJorld 
Explorations , Inc . 
11442 High Hay Dr .. Columbia, MD 21044 

(301) 730-0877 

Trinidad 
& Tobago 

The Asa Wright 
Nature Centre 

And Lodge 
tt:v .7A! 

1' ~ 

A 200-acre wildlife sanctuary in the rain -
forested Northern Mountain Range; home to 
a colony of Oilbirds, 12 species of humming
birds, Channel-billed Toucan, Crested 
Oropendola, Antshrikes, Mottled Owl, 
trogons, tanagers, bellbirds, and others. 

Trinidad• s species include an impressive 
400 birds, 108 mammals, 55 reptiles, 25 
amphibians and over 617 butterflies. 

Individual and group tours to the Centre, 
Trinidad, and its sister island of Tobago are 
conducted throughout the year. 

Special tours include our summer work
shops in Ornithology, Botany, Tropical 
Ecology, Entomology and Nature Photo
graphy and Art; and the Annual Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count. 

Toll Free: 800-23~12l6 
{ , ..I• In CT: 203-622-8989 
~ • 405 Greenwich Ave. AB-3 

Caligl; Ventures Greenwich, CT 06830 
l 'mqut' ( :ar1hh.•:m Tran-I 

Or The Trinidad & Tobago Tourist Board, 
400 Madison Ave .. New York. NY 10017 

And Oy with BWIA International 
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range. Great-tailed Grackles continued to be found along the coast with 
a female at Pt. Mugu Mar. 24 (SJR) and another near Imperial Beach 
June 6 (M & DH). A Com. Grackle, a casual straggler to California. was 
in Baker May 24-30 (SC) and another was at Iron Mt. Pump Station May 
23-29 (RMcK, ph. S.D.N.H.M.). A wintering o Orchard Oriole re
mained in Goleta through Apr. I (HR) and another stayed in San Diego 
to Apr. 8 (LZ); a male at Pismo Beach, San Luis Obispo Mar. 3-6 
(TME) could have been wintering in that general area. but a female in 
Caruthers Canyon of the New York Mis., May 9 (OLD) and another at 
Oasis June 3 (JML) were clearly vagrants. Ao Scott's Oriole at F.C.R., 
May 29 (ML) was at an unusual locality. 

A Purple Finch at Desert Center Apr. 1 2  (SC) was in an area where 
very few have been found. A '? Lawrence's Goldfinch at Ft. Piute May 
31 (SC) was unexpected. A o Evening Grosbeak near Keystone Canyon 
in the New York Mts., May 14 (SFB) was the only one found. 

CONTRIBUTORS - Pattie Alderbrook. Jon Atwood. Stephen F. 
Bailey, Larry R. Ballard, Dean Bazzi. Florence G. Bennett, Louis 
Bevier, Allyn Bissell, Jeff Boyd (JBo), Bob Bradley, Julis Breitenstein 
(JBr), Karen Bridgers, Hank & Priscilla Brodkin (H & PB), Steve 
Cardiff, Mark 0. Chichister (coordinator for Kern Co.). Herb Clarke, 
Olga Clarke, Virginia Collett, Elizabeth Copper (coordinator for San 
Diego Co.), Alan M. Craig. Nancy Crawford, Donna L. Dittman, Jon 
L. Dunn, Tom M. Edell (coordinator for San Luis Obispo Co.), Claude
G. Edwards, Bob Florand, Virginia & Wayne Gochenour (V & WG).
Helen A. Green. Robb A. Hamilton. Marjorie & Don Hastings (M &
DH), Loren R. Hays, Matt Heindel. Roger Higson. Ginger Johnson. H. 
Lee Jones, Mark J. Kasprzyk. Brian W. Keelan, David King (DKi),
Harry Krueger, Dave Krueper (DKr---coordinator for Colorado R.
Valley), Jeri M. Langham. Paul E. Lehman, Joan E. Lentz, Mike
Lippsmeyer, Curtis Marantz. Bert & Margaret McIntosh (B & MMcl).
Robert McKernan (RMcK---coordinator for Riverside Co.). Jerry O1-
denettel. Dennis Parker. Kurt Rademacher. Sylvia J. Ranney (coordi
nator for Orange Co.), Hugh Ranson. Don Schmoldt, Rob Schonholtz,
Brad Schram, Arnold Small. Greg P. Smith. Phil Swan, Jacob Szabo,
Dick Veit, Bill Wagner, Richard E. Webster, Doug R. Willick, John
Wilson, Tom Wurster (coordinator for Santa Barbara and Ventura
Cos.), Linda Zarins. An additional 75± observers who could not be
individually acknowledged submitted reports this season.-GUY
McCASKIE, San Diego Natural History Museum, Balboa Park,
P.O. Box 1390, San Diego, CA 92112.
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FIELD CHECKLISTS 

FOR MOST AREAS 

OF THE WORLD . .  

We also stock foreign and domestic field guides 

and natural history publications of general interest. 

Write For Free Catalog 
We also act as booking agent for a few 

choice birding areas. Write for information 

RUSS MASON'S 

NATURAL HISTORY TOURS, INC. NA 
POST OFFICE BOX 2045 

KISSIMMEE. FLORIDA 32742-2045 U.S. A. 

PHONE: 305 847-3656 

,. TRINOVID 
- • World's best 

binoculars 
With TRINOVID binoculars, every 
movement. every detail, every color 
hue becomes vividly real. Now with 
"no questions" damage protection 
for 2 years, plus USA full lifetime 
defect warranty. 

7x358 
7x35BA 
7x428 
7x428A 
8x32B 
8x32BA 

List 
$798 

879 
888 
951 
789 
870 

Your 
Cost 

$305.69 
331.67 

342.89. 
342.89. 
346.65. 
392_51• 

•After $100 Leitz rebate. 
For literature and discount 
lists on a complete line 
of sporting optics, write to: 

B I RD IN C 
Optics Headquarters !or The B1,a Wa!c�1 
A D1v1s10n ol Soor•ing OptiLs rte 
PO Bo• 5AB Amslerdam N Y 12010 
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