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More Pterodromas graced our 
ocean waters, Swainson's 
Hawks were confirmed winter
ing in the Central Valley, and 
Yellow Rail was again found 
along the north coast. However, 
amid these highlights were the 
Region's fifth straight year of 
drought, and an Arctic blast 
that set record low temperatures 
during the last week of Decem
ber. These events appeared to 
have a profound effect on local 
wintering waterfowl popula
tions, distributing them in large 
numbers over atypical areas. 
Most striking was how the Big 
Freeze affected insectivores and 
nectarivores. The length and 
severity of the freeze caused 
massive vegetation and insect 
die-offs. Many noted the drop 
in hummingbird, Tree Swallow, 
and warbler numbers during 
and after the freeze. Rich Stall
cup felt Townsend's Warblers 
and Ruby-crowned Kinglets in 
coastal Marin County may have 
suffered mortality rates in excess 
of90%! 

Abbreviations: C.A.S. (Califor
nia Academy of Sciences); C.V. 
(Central Valley); D.F.G. 
(Departmmt of Fish and Game); 
E.O.P. (End of Peri od); F.l. 
(Southeast Fara/Ion Island); S.F. 
(San Francisco); ph. (photo on 

file with Regional Editors). All 
records from F .I. should be 
credited to Point Reyes Bird 
Observatory. Place names in 
italics are counties. 

LOONS TO 

CORMORANTS 

Inland Pacific Loons were at L. 
Shastina, Siskiyou, Dec. 14 (RE) 
and O'Neill Forebay, Merced, 
Dec. 30 (RAE). The lone docu
mented Yellow-billed Loon fre
quented Moss Landing Jan. 
IO-Feb. 13 (REM, tDR, 
tm.ob.). A Red-necked Grebe 
was rare away from tidewater at 
Overfelt Gardens, San Jose, 
Dec. 18 (D. Johnson). Roughly 
500,000 Eared Grebes were still 
on Mono L. Dec. 30 (D. Banta, 
ES). Such large numbers last 
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lingered into December-Jan
uary in 1987-1988. The S. 
Marin CBC total of536 Clark's 
Grebes Dec. 29 set a new conti
nental CBC record. 

The 1140 N. Fulmars count
ed from Pigeon Pt. Dec. 29 
(BS) established a new high for 
San Mateo. Eight Mottled 
Petrels from 39 mi w.n.w. of 
Patricks Pt., Humboldt, to 36 
mi w.s.w. of Point St. George, 
Del Norte, Dec. 10 were almost 
expected, but a Murphy's Petrel 
at the latter location (all tM. 
Force, T. Staudt) was seasonally 
unprecedented (see AB 43(3): 
400-415 andAB45(1 ):146). 
Flesh-footed Shearwaters off
shore Monterey Feb. 2 (RLCL) 
& 9 (DLSh) may have been the 
same bird. Ashy Storm-Petrel is 
rare in winter, especially near 
shore, but one was off Bodega 
Head Jan. 27 (M. Williams}. 

Double-crested Cormorants 
were extraordinarily abundant 
in San Joaquin, with maxima of 
1500 at the Stockton sewage 
ponds Jan. 30 (WRH) and 
2200 roosting on Empire Tract 
Feb. 22 (DGY). The drought 
and strong shad runs in the San 
Joaquin R. were possible expla
nations (DGY). Two Brandt's 
and three Pelagic cormorants 
were deep inside south S.F. Bay 
(PJM, RJR, ES) and another 
Pelagic was found inland to 
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Benicia, Solano, Dec. 17 (ABtt, 
G. Karr, V. Coburn). 

IEGRETSTO

IDUCKS

A most unusual Snowy Egret 
with entirely yellow legs was 
found at L. Earl, Del Norte, Feb. 
2-3 (ph. ADB). This could
complicate identification of
young Little Blue Herons! The 
hybrid Snowy Egret X Little
Blue Heron spent its 4th winter 
at the south end of S.F. Bay
(m.ob.). A flock of90 Cattle
Egrets on Bouldin I., San
Joaquin, Dec. 1 (DGY, WRH)
was the only large group noted. 
The Sebastopol/Santa Rosa
Wood Stork remained until
Dec. 28 (ph. DN, m.ob.), was
seen at Pt. Reyes Dec. 29 (D.
Weintraub), and was found
dead near Pigeon Pt. Jan. 2 (P.
Gandy-Jaureguy, •c.A.S.), a
first for San Mateo. 

Over 47,000 Tundra Swans 
counted on the Stockton CBC 
set a new national CBC record. 
As many as four "Bewick's" 
Swans wintered in the Sacra
mento-San Joaquin Delta 
(MJL, SNGH, LJP et al.) and 
another was seen at Pt. Arena, 
Mendocino, Dec. 27 (R. Alexan
der}. An adult and four imm. 
Trumpeter Swans were present 
in the Arcata Bottoms Dec. 
24-Jan. 6 (S. Miller, tFJB,
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tBBA) , our only verified report 
this seaso n . Coastal goose 
reports included 42 Greater 
White-fronted, 10 Snow, and 
19 Ross' (including a high of 12 
in the Monterey are a). Two 
Emperor Geese appeared on F.l. 
Jan. 25 (tph. J. Walsh ) . One 
stayed through E.O.P. but the 
other left around Feb. I and was 
probably the same individual 
that frequented Pr. Reyes Feb. 
11 -E.O.P. (tpP , m.ob. ) . 
Another was fo und at Colusa 
N.W.R. Dec. 8 (tMJL). Two 
Brant and a Barnacle Goose 
were mixed with Aleutian Cana
da Geese near Grimes , Colusa, 
Dec. 19 (RMcM) . Was the lat
ter the same bird as in 1985 , a 
new escapee, or are we seeing a 
panern here? Stayed tuned. 

Eight Eur. Gree n-win ged 
Teal (inclu"din g a Eur. X Am. 
hybrid) reported this winter 
indicated interest in this form is 
not dead in the Region. After an 
absence of 2 months , the o 
Garganey was present at the 
Bolin as sewer ponds Dec. 
29-Jan. 5 (tDaS, m.ob.). Num
bers of Blue-winged Teal (55) 
and Eu r. Wigeon (74 plus two 
hybrids) were above average. 
Over 3600 Canvasbacks were 
found on th e Stockton CBC 
Dec. 15 (fide DGY). 

T he male Tufted Duck win
tering at Rodeo Lagoon, Marin, 
until Jan. 21 (tD. Cunning
ham, m.ob.) was thought to be 
the sa me bird present at Suero 
Baths , S.F ., Jan . 18-E.O.P . 
(m.ob.). A fema le described 
from Bouldin I. Dec. 15 (t MJL, 
MFe) was refound on the Stock
ton sewer ponds Dec. 18 
(tDGY) for only the 3rd or 4th 
C.V. record . Another female 
was pres en r at rhe s. end of 
Mare I. , Solano, Feb. 11 
(tDAsh). Three Tufted Ducks 
were reported without details. 
Greater Scaup are regular inland 
at certain reservoi rs, but 150 at 
O'Neill Forebay Jan. 20 (DGY, 
WRH) was a large number. 
Inland a <j> Oldsquaw at the 
Hwy I 6 Trestle Ponds Dec. 22 
(MP et al.) was Yolo's first, and 
one at Mono Lake County Park 
Dec. 30-Jan. 8 (tES , L. Horn) 
was the 2nd in that area. The 
total of 134 Barrow's Gold
eneyes reported was down 30% 
from the previous 2-yr average. 
A male near Lucerne, Lake, 
Dec. 2-Jan. 16 (GCo, JRW) 
and two birds near the Mad R. 
mouth, Humboldt, Jan. 5-Feb. 
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7 (tFJB , RLeV, GSL) were in 
unusual areas. Many observers 
commented on the abundance 
of Hooded Mergansers, capped 
by 150 on Purah C r., 
Napa/Solano, Jan. 15 (FGB). 

RAPTORS 
Twenty-eight Bald Eagles in the 
Ca rson R. Valley, Alpine, Jan. 
12 included many immatures, 
and was the largest number in 
IO years of coverage (WEH). A 
Red-shouldered Hawk on the L. 
Al manor CBC Dec. 18 (HG) 
was rare in the n. Sierra. Two 
imm. Broad -winged Hawks 
began the winter in w. Marin 
bur neither persisted. One in 
Inverness D ec. 15- 16 was last 
seen before the Big Freeze (RS). 
The other was in Bolinas D ec. 
14 (KH ), bur its rail and other 
feathers were found D ec . 31 
(DaS, *C.A.S.). 

Five Harlan 's- type Red-railed 
Hawks were reported, two with 
full derails: w. of Los Banos 
Dec. 7 (tSBT, P. Delevoryas) 
and on Bouldin I. , San Joaquin, 
Jan . 16 (t DGY). A third 

S.A. 
With numerous December 
-February reports ofSwainson's 
Hawks in the ddta region of San 
joaq11in during recent years, it 
has been suggested that some 
actually winter in this area (AB 
43 :362 & 44:323). T hi s was 
confi rmed in 1990- 1991, pri
marily on Venice and Bouldin 
Is., and also in portions of Sacra
mento and Contra Costa (DGY, 
WRH). Most sta rtling was 28 
birds Hying into an evening 
roost on Andrus I., Sacramento, 
Dec. l. While this number was 
not seen subsequently, up to 15 
birds were consistently observed 
scatte red over various delta 
islands through mid-February. 
Curiously, over 90% of the birds 
were dark morph adu lts. Many 
questions arise; foremost among 
chem are, from where do these 
birds come and how long have 
they been wintering? A clue to 
th e latter question may be in 
their noted behavior of feeding 
on small rodents behind tractors 
discing corn fields. Local farmers 
stated chat chis winter fa rming 
procedure was started in the !are 
1960s when delta farmers 
switched to a corn-wheat farm
ing rotation.-DGY 

description lacked the observer's 
name! A ve ry light Red-tail ed 
H awk at Sa rgent 's Landin g, 
Santa Clara, Jan. 27 (tMMR, 
Ji C) was described better than 
previous reports of "Krider' s," 
bur probabl y most such birds 
are unusually pale western Red
ra il eds. Rough-legged H awks 
were generally scarce, with 126 
on rhe Fall R. Mills CBC (BY et 
al. ) rh e o nl y la rge number 
reported. Among unprecedent
ed numbers of Merlins winter
ing in Sa nta Clara, mos tl y in 
urban habitats, last year's ad. o 
richardsoni returned ro Moun
tain View (MMR). 

RAILS TO 
SHOREBIRDS 
A Yellow Rail was fo und o n 
Samoa Spit, Humboldt, Feb. 10 
(tT. Leskew), in th e same area 
and by th e same meth od 
(flu shed by a d og) as one in 
1987 . Better than in rece nt 
years , a minimum of 11 Black 
Rails in 4 S.F. Bay area marshes 
were seen, but one was eaten by 
a Great Egret at Benicia S.P ., 
Solano, Dec. 2 (RLCL et al.). 

A Lesse r G olden-Pl over a t 
Bract Traer Dec. 15 (AEn etal.) 
furnish ed only rh e 2nd winter 
San Jo aq uin record . T he Big 
Freeze was a disaster for Killdeer 
in M arin (RS ) and H um boldt 
(FJB) as birds fo und it impossi
ble to obtain food in the frozen 
ground. Mountain Plovers were 
absent from Panoche Vall ey, 
San Benito, where they normally 
winter , but made noteworth y 
appearances el sewh ere , with 
four at L. Shasrin a, Siskiyou, 
D ec. 15 (t RE), 70-8 0 in th e 
San Joaquin D elta D ec. 
15- Feb. 3 (AEn, S. & L. Stock
ing et al. ), and one at Monterey 
Bay Academy, Santa Cruz, Jan . 
1-4 (DLSu). Two Black-necked 

Stil ts on F.l . Jan. 2 provided a 
firs t isla nd record , and I 4 
coas tal birds from Bo linas 
Lagoo n n. to Arcata Marsh, all 
afr er Dec. 3 0 , were unprece 
dented in winter. Displacement 
by the Big Freeze is suspected. 
T hree Dunlins at Mono L. Jan. 
1- 2 (ES et al.) were first win ter 
records t he re. A Ruff was a t 
M oon glow D a iry, Mo nterey, 
Feb. IO (tHG) . 

JAEGERS TO 
ALCIDS 
Four Paras itic Jaegers on the S. 
Marin CBC D ec. 29 (RS, KH , 
PP ) we re surprisin g, as o ur 
entire Region ave rages abo ut 
rwo per winter. Apparently only 
one Franklin 's G ull wintered , 
an immature at Palo Alto and 
Milpitas Jan. 26-Mar. 8 (DPM, 
ph . A. Walther, t WGB). One 
imm. Little G ull cruised Santa 
C ruz lagoons and estuaries Dec. 
23-Feb. 6 (ph . tpEL, tGF i, 
tALE, ph . A. Walther). An ad. 
gull a t the Sunn yvale sewa ge 
po nd s, Santa Clara, J an . 10 
(t RSTh) may have bee n a 
h ybrid H e rrin g x Gl auc o us
win ged . G laucous G ulls broke 
all our records in .F. Bay Area 
co unti es. A survey of landfills 
and rese rvoirs in San ta Clara, 
Alameda, and Contra Costa ral-
1 ied 11 imm atures (S BT, P. 
D elevo ryas) , with a hi gh of 
three at Co ntra Lo ma Res ., 
Con tra Cos ta, Jan . 23 (S BT). 
Non-survey maxima were up to 
five at Sunnyvale sewage ponds 
J a n . 6 & 3 1 (bo th PJM ) a nd 
three at D ill o n Beach , M arin, 
Ja n. 12 (LeE, MiW) . Seven 
m o re we re in oth er coastal 
counties and Yolo. An ad11ltwas 
near Bodega Bay Feb. 11 (KH). 
A survey cruise from the Gulf of 
the Farallones to 50 mi offshore 
Feb. I 4- 17 counted up ro 200 

The season's only Franklin's Gull for northern California was this first
winter bird, photographed at Palo Alto on January 28, 1991. Photo
graph/Alan Walther. 



The documented immature Little Gull at Santa Cruz, California, 
December 23, 1990. Photograph/ Paul E. Lehman. 

Black-legged Kittiwakes per 
day, with both age classes 
numerous (SFB, M.W. New
comer, DR). 

Only three or five Caspian 
Terns were reported: one at 
Stockton Jan. 7-8 (WRH, 
DGY) and two ar Mad R. Estu
ary, Humboldt, Dec. 31 and 
Jan. 25 (both FJB) . Astounding 
was an Arctic Tern about 3 mi 
s.w. of Bolinas, Marin, on the 
Dec. 29 CBC (tASH, M. 
Elliott, R. Holway) . Were nor 
rhe description from a good and 
very cautious observer , the 
report would nor be believed. 
We know of no credible winter 
or CBC records for Arctic Tern 
in North America. Ancient 
Murre lers were numerous in 
December, bur less common 
later. Maxima in San Mateo 
were 134 at Half Moon Bay 
Dec. 10 (PJM) and 167 at 
Pigeon Pr. , Dec. 29 (BS). 

OOVESTO 
HUMMINGBIRDS 
On rhe hee ls of last Season's 
mini-invasion to rhe c. coast, a 
Co m mo n Ground-Dove was 
found at Wilder Ranch S.P. , 
Santa Cruz,Jan . 18-24 (DEG, 
tRAE et al.). The lone Burrow
ing Owl in Livermore, Alameda, 
Dec. 22 was the last known 
individual in the Livermore Val
ley (ALE), and epitomized chis 
owl's condition statewide. 
Many observers have noted its 
steady decline in recent years, 
and we encourage everyone to 
monitor its numbers. The Cali
fornia D.F .G.'s ongoing Spor
ted Owl census revealed at least 
270 pairs within Mendocino, 
Lake, Napa, Sonoma, and 
Marin, with new birds discov-

ered weekly (T. Wooster). 
Interestingly , th e birds have 
been found nesting in second 
growth forests as regularly as 
ancient forests (T . Wooster). 
Concomitantly, rhe pair of 
Barred Owls was seen again at 
Wheel Gulch along the Big R., 
Mendocino, Feb. 23 (S . Bunnell , 
K. Roberts) , and another was 
located ar Stewart's Pr. , Sonoma, 
s. ofGualala, Aug. 3 through 
rhe winter (T. Wooster). The 
latter represents the southern
most conquest of this recent 
invader to rhe Pacific Norrh
wesr. 

Winter reports of Com. 
Poorwill are annual, but single 
active birds at Bodega Bay Dec. 
25-Jan. 5 (NTC et al.) and 
Dec. 18-Feb. 26 (R . & E. 
Reid), and another near Bolinas 
Dec. 28 (tS . Dovgill) surviving 
the Big Freeze still came as a 
surprise. A S' Costa's Hum
mingbird in Stockton Dec. 
7-Jan . 8 (DGY et al.) also 
stayed healthy, but deparred 
when the flowering eucalyptus 
trees succumbed. Males were 
also seen in Modesto during 
most of January (B. & M. 
Flesher, HMR et al.) and Los 
Altos Jan. 30 (PLN). 

WOODPECKERS TO 
RAVENS 
Highlighting the six Yellow-bel
lied Sapsuckers reporred rhis 
Season were Del Norte' s first 
and 2nd records: an immature 
in Smith R. Dec. I 0-17 (ADB, 
m.ob.) and an ad. male near Fr. 
Dick Feb. 8-9 (J. Gartland, 
ADB, T. Leskew). Among nine 
Red-naped Sapsuckers was rhe 
Mono Basin 's first in winter at 
Lee Vining Dec. 30-Jan. 8 

(tES, m .ob.). Humboldt 's 2nd 
record of Wi ll iamson's Sapsuck
er at Grouse Mr. Feb. 25 (R. 
Hewir , GJH) came 5 months 
after i rs firsr. 

The Region 's 3rd winter 
Least Flycatcher , at Pine L. 
Park, S. F., Dec. 17-20 (ph. 
ASH , tSFB, m.ob.) probably 
did nor survive the Big Freeze, 
while our lone "Western" Fly
catcher was at Butte Slough, 
Sutter, Dec. 20 (BED). Another 
Empidonax at Wilder Ranch 
S.P., Santa Cruz, Dec. 13 
(DEG) was felt robe a Ham
mond 's/ Least type. Winter 
records of Say's Phoebe from 
the coast n. of Sonoma are few, 
so one at Arcata Bottoms Jan. 
21-22 (FJB) was noteworthy. 
Another at Mono Ciry Feb. 12 
(D. &J. Parker) established rhe 
earliest spring arrival for rhe 
Mono Basin. 

Un li ke most of its predeces
sors, rhe Region 's 7th D usky
capped Flycatcher made only a 
brief appearance ar Natural 
Bridges S.P., Santa Cruz, Dec. 
1-4 (tSA, DLSu). San Joaquin's 
Tropical Kingbird of the Fall 
was seen again at Terminous 
Dec. 15 (MFe, tMJL). Single 
Cassin's Kingbirds were in 
Monterey at King City J an. I 
(D. Fisher) and Greenfield Jan. 
15-21 (M. Tidwell). 

San Mateo became our last 
coastal county to bring home a 
Clark's Nutcracker: Portola S.P. 
Feb 9 (BS). A Com. Raven e. of 
Stockton Dec. 29 (K. Crump) 
and two in rhe Yolo Bypass Feb. 
11 (MP) were rare for the C.V. 
floor. 

CHICKADEES TO 
VIREOS 
Single Mr. Chickadees visited 
the lowlands at McKi nleyvi lle 
Borroms, Humboldt, Dec. 17 
(FJB) and Pr. Saint George, Del 
Norte, Jan. 29 (ADB) . The 
White-breasted Nuthatch at 
Crazy Peak Jan. 20 (ADB, J. 
Gartland) was only Del Norte's 
2nd during rhe past 7 years. 
Varied Thrush seemed tolerant 
of all this "funny weather" as 
most reporting CBCs showed 
near average numbers. 

The Region's 2nd wintering 
Gray Catbird pleased many at 
Pajaro Dunes, Santa Cruz, Jan. 
I-Feb. ·9 (tPJM, tm.ob.). Thar 
other crowd-pleasing mi mid , 
the Bendire's Thrasher in 
Acampo , was last seen Mar. 2 
(DGY). For the 3rd year in a 

White (or Black-backed?) Wagtail 
in Monterey County, California, 
January 10, 1991. Photograph/ 
Dan Nelson. 

row a W h ite/ Bl ack- backe d 
Wagtai l was between Pajaro 
Dunes and Moss Landing Nov. 
7-Jan . 19 (RMrr, ph. ON, 
tm.ob.). Many have suggested 
rhar these a re rhe same bird, 
indicating that rhe bird should 
be adult; based on rhis assump
tion rhe bird keys our to White 
Wagtail. However, other expert 
observers have questioned the 
age of a ll birds during t h e 3 
years, leaving the identifications 
controversial. Our only N. 
Shrike away from trad itiona l 
locales was an immature near 
Solano L. Dec. 16 (WEH, L. 
Turner). Two December Soli
tary Vireos (one cassinii, che 
ocher undetermined) were 
below che recent average. 

WOOD WARBLERS 
TO GROSBEAKS 
With a dismal Fall and rhe Big 
Freeze, nor surprisingly rhis was 
one of poorest winters for war
blers. Coasrally, there was only 
one Tennessee, eight Nashvilles, 
13 Palms , five Black-and
whices, two Am. Redscarrs, and 
three N. Warerrhrushes. Most 
of these and many of rhe fo llow
ing warblers were not observed 
past rhe Big Freeze. 

The Vermivora highlight was 
ch e Lucy's Warbler in Pac ific 
Grove Dec. 27-29 (RFT, DR). 
Eight Yellow Warblers were 
see n inro mid-December bur 
nor thereafter. The S' Black
chroared Blue Warbler in S.F. 

Volume 45, Number 2 • 317 



was last observed Dec. 10 (fide 
JM ). The lone Black-throated 
Gray Warbler rallied between 
the Stockton and Sacramento 
C BCs summarized their pauci
ty in the C.V. this winter, with 
Townsend's Warbler reports in 
th e C. V. equally sca rce . An 
oasis in the warbler drought was 
provided by th e Region 's first 
"wi nt er" record of Black
throated Green Warbler at L. 
Earl , Del Norte, Dec. 16-1 7 
(tADB, t MFRb, LPL, J . Gart
land). Very rare Prairi e War
blers we re at Mad R. Co unty 
Park , Humboldt, Dec. 9- 13 
(tBA, tFJB etal. ) and Pilarcitos 
Cr. , San Mateo, Dec. 22 (RS ). 
A MacGillivay's Warbler fou nd 
the comfort of Go lden Gate 
Park, S.F. enough to go the dis
tance Nov. 2 1-Feb. 25 (AS H , 
MLR, m.ob.). 

Summer Tanager showed 
well in Marin with si ngles at 
Inverness Dec. 16-18 (RS) and 
Bolinas Dec. 29-Feb. 3 (KH et 
al.) , a nd ano th er was in San 
Bruno Jan. 17-18 (H. Wong). 
Among W. Ta na gers , one 
warmed up to Gol den Gare 
Park Dec. 12-Jan . 25 (AS H et 
al.), one was found on the Hay
ward C BC Dec. 16 (fide PEG), 
and up co three were along San 
Francisquire Cr., Santa Clara, 
Dec. 14- 17 (PMB) . As usual, 
the Region received a handful 
of December gros beaks. Our 
lon e Rose-b rea sted vis it ed 
Pacific Grove Dec. 1-3 (W. 
Hurlbert) while single Black
headeds were at Castro Valley, 
Alameda, Dec. 16- 17 (RJR et 
al.), Pescadero Dec. 23-30 
(PJ M et al.), Kelseyville , Lake, 
Dec. 30-Jan. 2 (NWh, JRW) , 
and Saratoga Jan . 29 (H . Ger
son). 

TOWHEES TO 
FINCHES 
A Green-tailed Towhee at San 
Luis N.W.R. Jan. 4 (L. Cole) 
was the first C.V. winter record 
in 6 yea rs. An Am. Tree Spar
rows. of Samoa, Hu mboldt, 
Jan. 4 (tFJ B) was far from reg
ul ar wintering sires. Fifteen 
years ago, Clay-colo red Spar
rows were co nsidered an 
anomaly. H owever , wintering 
Clay-colored Sparrows were 
again found along the c. coast. 
This Season saw two birds at 
Pine Gulch Cr., Marin, Oct. 
23-E.O.P. (THK, KH , m.ob .) 
and another at the Half Moon 
Bay golf co urse , San Mateo , 
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Clay-colored Sparrow at Half 
Moon Bay, California, December 
12, 1990. Photograph/John Rose. 

Dec. 15-E.O.P. (G. Deghi, ph. 
J. Rose, m.ob.). There were six 
additional birds sighted in these 
areas during December-Jan
uary. Conve rse ly, one would 
expect our local Brewer's Spar
row to be fo und somewhat reg
ularly during winter, but one at 
Pine Gulch Cr. Dec. 15 (AdW, 
THK) was one of few Regional 
December records! 

In addition to the Sharp 
railed Sparrows mentioned in 
the Fall report, one at Alameda 
S. Shore Dec. 31 (G. Gerlach) 
was from a new locale and one 
of few for the S.F . East Bay . 
Fox Sparrows followed the lead 
from Rufous-sided Towhees 
las t winter as they elicited many 
co mments from the Sacramen
to and San Joaquin Valleys on 
thei r exceptional numbers . In 
ad di t ion to the now annual 
plethora of coas tal Swamp 
Sparrows reported (55+) , three 
were in the C.V. and one was at 
H oney L. Jan. 1 (fide RN] ). A 
healthy eight Harris ' Sparrows 
were reported from the coast, 
C.V. , and Great Basin. A 
"Gray-headed" Junco in Sierra 
Val ley Dec. 16 (t LJ) was the 
first for Plumas, and another 
was at Tom's Place, Mono, Dec. 
15 (CD Ha). These were only 
the Region's 7th & 8th during 
the past decade. However, most 
outstanding was the state's first 
documented "White-winged" 
Junco in San Rafael , Marin , 
"throughout the Period" (CLF, 
tRS , JW, ph . tSFB) . In the Eel 
R. Bottoms, Humboldt, 30-75 

Lapland Longspurs Dec . 
26-Jan. 16 (FJB ) was a note
worthy Regional winter con
cen tr atio n. All three of o ur 
C hesrnu r-collared Longspurs 
also came from Humboldt. 

T ricolored Blackbirds put on 
a good show in H um boldt 
where very rare in wi nter: up co 
12 in the McKinleyvill e Bot
toms D ec. 16-Ja n. 15 (BBA, 
FJB, R. Hewitt) and two at the 
Redwo od Cr. mouth Jan. 17 
(FJB, S. Beatty). A Rusty Black
bird at Moss Landing Jan. 13-
26 (tS BT , tGKN et al.), a 
Hooded Oriole in Sacramento 
Dec. 20 (tJ . Dick) , a nd six 
coastal "Bull ock's" N. Orioles 
met their recent winter aver
ages. 

T he Region 's 4th Brambling 
was ve ry coo pera ti ve as it 
t hrill ed many in Sa nta C ru z 
Dec. 15-Feb. 16 (BBrr , 
ph . tm.o b .) . Wandering 
Cassi n's Finches reached S.F. 
Bay as two Sl -plumaged birds 
were in San Rafa el Feb. 7 
(CLF) and one male was in 
Berkeley Feb. 2 1-26 (tHG , 
PDG). Red Crossbill continued 
its Fall influx into the c. coast 
but nor elsewhere except for up 
co 20 in Benicia, Solano, Dec. 
30-Feb. 11 (S. Beasley et al.), a 
county where th ere were few 
records if any. Pine Siskin was 
noted for its near absence in the 
C.V. (DGY, TOM). 

Addendum: The Red-breasted 
Merganser at Oroville in AB 
44:343 was observed on Feb. 
19. 

Corrigenda: The male Anna's 
Hummingbird gathering nest 
material cited in AB 44:324 was 
actually a female with an all-red 
throat. The breeding Long
eared Owls at M.B.O.S.P. men
tioned in AB 44: 11 82 were not 
a first for that loca le. A pair 
raised three yo un g there in 
spring 1987. The E. Kingbird 
at Cloverdale Rd., AB 44: 11 82 
was observed July 25-26, not 
June 25-26. The imm. Ferrugi
nous H awk near Honcur , AB 
45: 147 , was obse rved Oct. 8, 
notAug. 10. 

Cited contributors: (s ub 
regional ed itors in bold face) 
Brooks B. Allen, Steve All ison, 
Dick Ashford (DAsh), Stephen 
F. Bailey, Bruce Barrett (BBrr), 
Alan D. Barron, Anthony Bat
tiste (ABtt), Florence G. Ben-

nett , William G. Bousman, 
FredJ . Broerman , Phyllis M. 
Browning, Guy Co mm ea u, 
Nancy T. Conzerr, Jim Corliss, 
Bruce E. Deuel, Arth ur L. 
Edw ard s, Ray Ekstrom , Lee 
Elias (LeE), Andrew Engilis 
(AEn), Richard A. Erickson, Gil 
Ewing (GEw), Carter L. Faust, 
Mike Feighner (MiF), Marc 
Fenner (MFe) , George Finger 
(GF i), Dougl as E. George, 
Bruce H. Gerow, Ron H. Ger
sten berg, Philip E. Gordon, 
Helen Green, Paul D. Green, 
Keith Hansen , Charlotte D. 
Harbeson (CDHa) , W. Edward 
Harper, Gjo n H aza rd (G H z), 
Wa ldo R. Ho lt, Alan S. H op
kins, Steve N. G. Howell , Lin 
Jensen, Robert N . Jo hnson, 
Robert J. Keiffer, T heodo re H . 
Koundakjian , Paul E. Lehman , 
Ro bin L. C. Leong, Gary S. 
Lester, Lauren P. Lester, Ronald 
LeValley (RLeV), Michael J. 
Lippsmeyer , Timothy D . 
Mano lis , Robert E. Maurer, 
Ro bert McNab (RM cN) , 
Robert V. Merrill (RMrr), Peter 
J. Metropulos, Joseph Morlan, 
Dan P. Murphey, Gary K. Neil, 
Dan Nelson, Paul L. Noble, 
Michael Perro ne, Lina Jane 
Prairie , Peter Pyle, Harold M. 
Reeve , Jean M. Richmond , 
Robert J . Richm ond, Michael 
F. Robbins (MF Rb ) , Don 
Roberson , Mike M. Rogers, 
Mary Louise Rosegay, Ruth A. 
Rudesill , Barry Sauppe, Debra 
L. Shearwate r (DLS h), David 
Sibley (DaS), Jean-Marie Spoel
man, Rich Stallcup, Bradley M. 
Stovall , Emilie Strauss, David 
L. Suddjian (DLSu), Scott B. 
Terrill , Ronald S. Thorn 
(RST h), Robert F. Tintle, Kent 
Van Vuren , Adri an Wander 
(AdW), Jerry R. White, Nikki 
White (NWh), Michael Wihler 
(MiW) , Anna Wilcox (AWi), 
David G. Yee, Bob Yutzy . 
Many more contributors were 
not specifical ly cited ; all are 
appreciared.-STEPHEN F. 
BAILEY (loons through cor
morants, raptors , jaegers 
through alcids ), Dept. of 
Ornithology and Mammalogy, 
California Academy of Sci
ences, Golden Gate Park, San 
Francisco, CA 94118; BRUCE 
E. DEUEL (egrets through 
ducks , ra ils th ro ugh shore
birds), 1843 Clark Road, Live 
Oak, CA 95953; D AVID G. 
YEE (doves through finches) , 
2930 Driftwood Pl. #39 , 
Stockton, CA 95219. 


