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birds nesting on the 
ease with which he 

MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.-The U.S. 
Weather Bureau characterized the month of May as 
"one of the wettest Mays on Record" for this Region. 

For the 15 weeks 
ending July 21 
most of the Mid
dle Pacific Coast 
Region received 
p r ec ipi t a t i o n  
ranging from 100 
per cent to 350 
per cent of nor
mal. At the Has
tings Reservation 
in the Santa Lu
cia Mountains of 
Monterey Coun
ty, the resultant 
grass growth was 
the  "be s t  in  
years,·' according 
to John D,1vis . 
who also com

an unusually large number of 
Reservation and mentions the 
could find nests of Western 



Flycatch<:rs, House Wrens, lfrwick's Wrens, Warh
ling Vireos. Lesser Goldtinches, and other species. 
Also, at Whitehall, Eldorado Count1· ( elevation 
_\400 feet), "the birds th,1t nested in that area seemed
t" have ,, very successful season .. (E. R. Pickett).
Specific references to more numeruus occurrences of 
certain species will be found below under California 
Quail, Black-chinned Hummingbird. Western Tan
.1ger. Brown-headed Cowbird. Pine Siskin and Law
rence's Goldfinch. 

Gr�hs, Q11.:1i/, R,1il,, G,d/i,111/�,.-Counts of West
u-n Grthes on salt water off the mouth of the Rus
_s ian River remained high from the end of May 
through June and July: ten wunts from May '27 to 
July 2-1 ranged from 2: (!\fa,· 2 "' ) t<> �1 (on both 
June 2-1 ,ind July 9) (Joseph Kittrtdge). 

Althuugh the 11,fay rains m,1y h.1ve interfered with 
the nesting of the Californi.1 Qu.1il at Oakland in 
that month ( see previous repnrt). the species was 
present in rn,iny large family groups and coveys at 
Hastings Reservation thruughout the period of the 
pn:sent repurt. This bird lud been down in num
bers for at least two years ,1t the Reservation but 
is nuw making a vc:ry rn1ticeahle cu111eh.1ck (JD). 
T,wnty-"ne families of California Quail with an 
,1,·erage .,f 11 young per family were reported from 
Caler,t Canrnn, Mont<:re1· C<>unty ( L,,uise M. Hat
ton). 

Two nests of the Clapper R,1il were found in the 
marshes adjacent to South,unpton Bay (San Fran
cisco Bar area) on June 10, ,1ne nest with J egg. 
the Pt her with 2 eggs ( l about to hatch) and a dead 
y,,ung (Camm Swift). A "colony" of Florida Gal
linules (highest count w,1s on July -1: 6 adults, 
12 tirst-ve.u- birds) was under llhserv.1tiun during 
the summer at the intersection of Singleton Road 
,md the Coyote River, 2 miles SPuth of San Jose 
( Ken Schulz). 

Tem.r. Alcid.r, P<��u11,. O11/1.-Three to 6 Cas
pian Terns were frtquently ,een fishing in Los 
Gatos Creek, within the cit1· limits of Los Gatos, 
from mid-April through mid-July. They cu-ried the 
tish north out of sight (Emili· D. Smith). If these 
birds wer<: taking food to young it indirntes that 
the £,,raging range of the species may he very wide 
.1, the nearest breeding cnloni· known to the C\lm
piler is on San Francisco l:l.t\'. Caspian Terns wer<: 
also noted in !\fay, June, and July at Bodega Bar. 
T"males !:lay, and Jenner (JK). Two Marbled l\for
rt::lets, in winter or immature plumage, were seen at 
Santa Cruz on July 21 (EDS). During the third week 
of July flocks of 30 to -10 Band-tailed Pigeons were 
seen in ,1 hayfield near fprr Br.tgg (Mrs. R. Coy). 
A pair nf Spotted Owls "·as seen at Tomales Bar 
Stat<: PMk "n June 3 . .j and IO ( Gr,1ce !\filler). • 

S11·ift.r. H11111mi11gbirds. 11 .. oodpeckN.r.-Two Vaux·s 
Swifts were feeding nestlings in ,1 chimney of an 
11ccupied house at Los G,11os on July 16 and were 
stil I feeding them on J ulr 2 'i (EDS). l:lbck-chinned 
Hummingbirds w<:re unusually numerous this year 
,1t Hastings Reservation (JD). Allen's Humming
birds, which had been abundant earlier in Calera 
Crnyon, left that area on July 14 (LMH). A pair 
of Dowm Woodpeckers was feeding young in the 

Kings River bottom near S,rnger Pn June 10 ( K,1y 
Paulson). 

Flyutche,-.r, S11•.i/lowr.-A Black Phoebe w,1s seen 
at Prairie Creek State Park. Humboldt County, on 
July 5 ( Ken Legg). This record is of interest becaus� 
the species "distinctly lessens" in numbers in the 
humid coast belt tow,ud the north (see Grinnell 
and Miller, Pacific Coa;t Arifa1111.:1, No, 27). A 
pair of Western Flycatchers in Calera Canyon re
paired an old nest for ,1 second brood and completed 
,1 set of 3 eggs on June 1-1 (LMH). At Saratoga a 
female Violet-green Swallow began nest-building in 
,l bird house on May 31, three days after having 
been ousted from a nearby bird house by a pair oi 
House Sparrows ,1fter she had worked on the first 
nest fur at least two days. The young left the second 
nest on July 16 (EDS). 

Chitk,?d�u, J:,..'111h,11che.r.-A record for the Chest
nut-backed Chickadee, far e,1st of its normal range. 
is furnished by William Kirsher and ERP: one Sten 
on July 14, and another heHd on July 21, at 
�'hitehall. An adult and 3 or 4 young Red-breaste,l 
Nuth,1tches were seen on Castle Rock Ridge in the 
Santa Cruz Mountains on June l 5; call notes were 
he,trd in this are,1 on June 5. ', 12 and July 7 (EDS). 

T lmuhe.r. 11 .. ood w·,irblcr.i .-A nest of the Olil'e
backed Thrush containing -1 eggs was found at 
Pr,1irie Creek St,tte Park on June 17 (KL). Town
send's Solitaires were observed all summer at White
hall. an,l were carrying insects ( presumably an indi
cati,,n of breeding) "n July 7. This is "ab,1ut the 
lowest elevation at which they are known to nest" 
(ERP). 

A male Auduhon·s Warbler was seen feeding a 
/le,lgling on C.tstle Rock Ridge. July 7, and the spe
cies was seen ,ind heard ,it other ph1ces along th1: 
Ridge un June 5, 7, 12. 15, 16 and July 7 and 9 
(EDS). A fem,tle Townsend's Warbler was seen at 
the Sacrnment,1 By-pass, June 2 (Lee Stallcup, E. A. 
Alherts"n). A singing Hermit Warbler was seen 
ne,tr C.tstle Rock, on Castle Rock Ridge, June 15: 
singing of this species w,1s he.ird in this area. where 
a pair m:sted in 195-1, on June 5, -; and 12 (EDS). 

lclerid.r.-A first-yeM male Huoded Oriole was 
sec:n calling ,ind uccasiun,llly singing at L,,s Gatos 
on June 27; and a p,1ir was found feeding nestlings 
in this area on Jul)' 25. The nest was in a fan palm. 
a block from the main business district and appeared 
tu he a second nest of the season hem use of another 
recent! )' used nest in a palm 10 feet ,1w,1y. This is 
the first nesting r<:cord known to the observer for 
Los Gatos, although the bird is now not uncommon 
in San Jose ,ind elsewhere in the Santa Clara Valier 
(EDS). A pair of this species was seen a lung the 
Ashby Free1vay, Berkeley, where there are ,1 number 
of �'ashingtun Palms. June 14 t,1 21 (A. S. C1mp
bell). One wonders just how long their increase in 
the central California coastal .ue,1 will continue if 
thev .ue dependent on p,1lms for nesting. for the 
planting of palms is no longer fashionable and old 
trees ,ire being rapidly cut down. All known nesting 
areas ,n our Region should continue to be observed. 
e\'en if the first occasion of the breeding of the 
Hooded Oriole has already been recorded. 
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"The most nutice,1ble difference I have observed 
,n birds in this .irta (Inverness) is tht increase in 
the number uf Brnwn-he,1ded Cowbirds." \\Tilts 
Grace Miller. An increase is also noted at Alameda 
(Junea W. Kelly). A frequently reported host, pus
,ibly because an obvious one. is the Sung Sparrow: 
th,dgling Brown-headed Cowbirds were reported to 
he in the c.ue of Song Sparrows ,lt Saratoga (EDS), 
Alameda (JWK), and Berkeley (ASC). A Wren-tit 
,rns feeding a fledgling Brown-hended Cowbird at 
Inverness un July 22 (GM). 

T,111.1gtr.r, Fri11gillidJ·.-ERP and associates believe 
that Western T,1n,1gers were mure numerous at 
Whitehall than "at any other time we can remember." 
A male Western T,inager was observed feeding 
tledglings at Saratoga, July 11. and young were seen 
frequently in this are,1 after that. especially in a fig 
trte bearing ripe fruit  (EDS). 

Fledgling Black-headed Grosbe,1ks were first noted 
.it Saratoga, June 9: and again rtctntly fledged birds 
<>n July 17 (EDS). Two male Pine Grosbeaks were 
seen at 8500 feet elevation in Yosemite National 
Park on June 19 (KP). Two fe,rnle Purple Finches 
were seen nest-building on Castle Rock Ridge, June 
12: in one case the female was ,1cco111p,inied by a 
male which was feeding a young bird (EDS). A 
"gre,tt many" Pint Siskins have been present at 
Inverness and on the fields of Tomales Point (GM): 
and they have been reported "in unusual numbers" 
,lt Mount Hermon, where they have been "a nuisance 
.it feed trays" (Mrs. Adist Boylan, fide EDS). The 
plant Amsinkiil imen11edi,1 on which goldfinches 
feed extensively at Hastings Reserv.1tion was unusu
.dly lush in ont sectiun of the Reservation this year, 
creating an attraction for an exceptiunally large flock 
11f Lawrence's Goldfinches which remained near this 
s,>urce of food for some time (JD). 

A color-banded female Spotted Towhee at Saratoga 
c.1rried nesting material fur a second brood on May 
.', after successful fledging of the first hrood. This 
second brood was also successful. the fledglings being 
ftd up to, but not after, July .j (EDS).-LAIDLAW 
Wll.L!AMS. RFD i. Bnx I 5]. C.11'111ci. C.ilif.

 


