
.384 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.-After 
,1 winter of bountiful r,1infall ( which proJuceJ pre
cipitation totals in some areas 50 percent or more 

above normal) 
spring rainfall 
was slight anJ 
somewhat be-
1 ow n o r m a l. 
The wildflower 
g rowth, p a r
ticularly in the 
d e s e r t a r e a s, 
was spectacular 
Juring the first 
twu weeks in 
April. Through
out the valleys. 
foot h i l l s  a n d  
mountains flor

al disrlars were magnificent with a great many herhs 
making a green rnrpet over otherwise brown soil. 
The resulting crop of seeds and berries and the 
,ittenJant swarms of insects prnvideJ rich feeding for 
hirds anJ m,immals alike. Gardeners reporteJ insect 
pests as heavier than they can rememher. Desert areas 
prm·iJt:J rich feeding for migrants well into tht: 



middle of May. and water from springs there con
ti nued a heavy fl ow well in to the dry summer months. 
The rather severe winter rains caused some fl ood ing 
and landslides but filled mountain lakes to capacity 
and brought lowland water tab les almost up to norma l 
in many areas, thus insu ring rich plant growth into 
the summer months. The fire danger in these areas 
was at a minimum during the spring and almos t no 
fires were reported. The mig ration of landbirds did 
not seem to fit into a comprehensibl e pattern. Various 
migrants seemed to appear in certain areas well 
before others and yet mos t observers agreed that the 
migratory flights of April and May were abo ut 10 
days late; but when observed they were qui te sub
stantia l. The late sto rms of April 1-3 seemed to have 
some effect in retarding northbound and mountain
bound migrants but winter visitants such as White
crowned and G olden-crowned Sparrows remained 
until the middle of the month . Cl ear skies with 
fairly regular afternoon westerly wi nds prevail ed 
th ro ughout most of May and into June in coastal 
areas. T emperatures during this season were about 
normal. There was more than the usual number of 
reports of eastern strays during the spring period. 

Loons, Grebes.-Mig rat ing loons of all three 
species appeared offshore rather suddenl y in ea rl y 
May after an absence here d uring most of the winter. 
On May 3, for example, the waters near Huntington 
Beach, Long Beach, Newport Bay, Seal Beach, and 
other beach areas were litera lly swarm ing with loons 
in full breeding plumage and hundreds cou ld be seen 
fl ying northwestwa rd just offshore. In anticipation of 
making visual counts of these migran ts your ed itor 
returned on M ay 10 bu t could find almost no evi-

. dence of a loon migration ( in fact co uld find very 
few loons ). In conjunction with the fine loon migra 
tion of May 3 a great offshore flight of terns was 
noted. W estern Grebes remained in local waters 
until at least the midd le of May after which time 
most had departed. Small numbers of Eared Grebes 
lingered un til the end of the month. An albino 
Eared Grebe was observed at Upper Newport Bay. 
M arch 23 (ED. , Ben King, Jr.) and remai ned there 
a t least un til May 10. Three more albino Eared 
Grebes were seen at the so uth end of San Diego Bay 
on May 17 (Fred S. G allup). 

Shearu•aters, Pelicans, Cormorants.-The main mi
gration of shearwaters went unobserved thi s sp ring 
and very few shearwaters were reported in the San 
Pedro Channel, May 18 (Catherine Shaw). On ly 
3 Sooty and 5 Pink-footed Shearwate rs were seen 
nea r Anacapa Island, March 23 (Los Angeles Audu
bon Society). The main flight of White Pelicans 
passed through the Region during the middle of 
April. Twenty-five were seen on Lake H enshaw. 
April 10 ( FG) , 20 more were seen fl ying westward 
through San G orgoni o Pass. Ap ril 18 (ED ., Mimi 
Small) , and about 500+ were seen over Lake Lebec, 
Apri l 19 (Mrs. William W. H arding). Brandt's 
Cormorants far outnumbered D oubl e-crested and Pela
gic Cormorants along the coast during the spring 
season. 

H erons and l bises.-About 20 Common and 30 
Snowy Egrets were still present at Upper Newport 

Bay, May 3 (ED., BK, Jr.). A si ngle Lo u isia na 
H eron was reported from the south end of San 
Diego Bay, April 13 ( Arthur and Jean Morley ) and 
another ( or possibly the same individual) was a t the 
Lt. Maxton Brown Sanctuary near Carlsbad, May 7, 
and remained for several days ( M rs. Boyd Robi nson). 
A single Reddish Egret (white phase) was seen at 
Miss ion Bay, Apri l 19 (AM, JM, Mrs. T . H . Brown. 
Mrs. M ary Schuldenfrei). The onl y Least Bi tte rn 
reported ( o utside the lower Colorado Ri ver Vall ey) 
was a si ngle bird at Lt. Maxton Brown Sanctuary, 
May 11 (Bess M . H offman) . Two Whi te-faced Ibis 
were at the Lomita gun clubs, May 3 (Dean Fisher ) 
and a si ngl e bird was still there, May 10 (DF, ED.) 
and dead remains ( old) of another were fo und there. 

W aterfowl.-M ost species of dabb ling ducks had 
left the Region by the las t week in April but sma ll 
numbers of diving ducks remained somewhat later. 
Two Blue-winged T ea l were fou nd in the sloughs 
near South Main Street in Los Angeles in ea rly 
May and another male of this species was at the 
Lom ita gun clubs, May 10 (DF, ED.). Sma ll num
bers of Buffieheads were sti ll present during the 
middle of May and fl ocks of scoters (numbering 
severa l hundreds), most ly Surf, were st ill present in 
coastal waters until at least May 20. Common M er
gansers, scarce th roughout the winter months, were 
a lmost absent during the spr ing season. 

Vultures. H awks, Ow/s.-Migrating Turkey Vul 
tures moved through the Region ea rl y in March and 
Mrs. Em ma W . Kryde r of Claremont reported 
observing many migrating Turkey Vul tures, March 
16, 22, and 23. She reported that these Vul ture 
flights occurred after rai nstorms when strong westerly 
winds were blowing and cumulus clouds were present 
over the San Gabrie l Moun tains ( indicating the 
presence of thermals on the south face of these same 
mountains ). She observed a six-hour fli ght of Turkey 
Vul tures on March 16 and larger flights on March 
22 and 23 when si milar condi tions prevai led. The 
bi rds were flying westward into the face of westerly 
winds indicating perhaps that they had come th rough 
the San G orgonio Pass after crossing the deserts of 
northwes tern Mexico and southeas tern California. 
The Swainson's H awk migration may have been very 
brief thi s yea r. At any rate, no reports were received 
of sizable fl ocks on the move. M r. Eben McMillan 
of Cholame ( eas tern San Luis Obispo County) re
ported sma ll numbers of Swainson's H awks, April 5, 
but sta ted that very few observations were made 
thereafter, alt hough in past yea rs thousands of these 
hawks fl ew thro ug h eastern San Luis Obi spo County 
in late April and ea rl y May. Al though Mr. McMillan 
was afie ld those days he encountered no such fligh ts 
as he described for other years. Other observers 
wo rking in the field in late April and early May 
also fai led to note the flight of Swainson's H awks. 
No explanation is offered as to dates or ro utes of 
flight this year. Most bi rds of prey seemed red uced 
in numbers th is season as only small numbers of 
accipi ters were noted and very few O spreys were 
observed. A single O sprey was seen at Irvi ne Park, 
Apri l 12 (ED., BK, Jr.) and another was at Newport 
Bay. May 10 (ED ., D F) . No migrating Pigeon Hawks 
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were recorded and Peregrines continued to be sca rce 
in this Region as were Prairie Falcons. The increas ing 
number of unt ra ined yo ung fa lconoph il es in south
ern California is a new factor to be reckoned with 
by conservation agencies here. A pair of Burrowing 
Owl s was seen nea r the isthmus at Cata lina Island, 
May 18 (CS) . 

Cranes, Plovers .- The Sandhill Cranes were re
ported to have left the Carizzo Pla ins, Feb. 28 
(EMcM). The large winteri ng fl ocks of sho rebirds 
had departed by ea rl y April , and migran t shorebirds 
moved through the Region in about norma l numbers 
d uring the la tte r part of April and early May. The 
last wintering fl ocks of M ountain Pl over on the 
Carizzo Plains were noted, March 24 (EMcM). 
Bl ack-bellied Plover numbers were somewhat lower 
than normal but thi s may have been d ue to reduction 
of habitat. 

Identification of Dowitchers .- D owitchers of both 
species were present in normal numbers during late 
April and ear ly May with the Short-bill ed out
numbering the Long-billed by about 4 to l. Identifica
tion of these two species is a new problem to those 
who had been grouping the two dow itchers as one 
prior to publication of the Fifth Edition of the 
A. 0. U. Check-list. Y our editor has yet to read a 
good analysis of field characteristics fo r separati ng 
these d ifficult birds. Extremes in bill-length are 
probably a good g uide bu t si nce there is so much 
individual variation, and since sizes overlap. thi s 
by itself is not a reliable mark. Both species utt er a 
musical twittering sound but the whistled /1he1t pheu 
or pheu pheu phe11 ( rising in pitch and softer and 
more rapid than the similar notes of the Lesser 
Yellowlegs) is characteristic of the Short-billed D o
witcher. In the breeding plumage, the throat and 
breast markings of the Short-billed D owitcher are 
not as heavy as on the Long -billed D owitcher and 
the markings on the fl anks and the sides tend to be 
.r /10/J rather than bars as in the Long-bil led D owi tcher. 
The single or multiple high weak keeeek note of the 
Long-bill ed D owitcher is likewise disti ncti ve. Identi
ficati on of si lent wi nter-plumaged birds would be 
most difficult. 

Phalaropes, f aegers.-Red Phalaropes were ve ry 
rare close to the coast ( a singl e bird was at Miss ion 
Bay, April 5, and another at the south end of San 
Diego Bay, April 14, AM, JM) while both Wilson's 
and N o rthern Phalaro pes were present in coastal 
lagoons during April and the ea rl y part of May. A 
single Parasitic Jaeger fl ew over the lagoon at Bolsa 
Chica, May 3 (Eo .. BK. J r.) . A si ngl e Pomarine 
Jaeger was seen nea r Huntington Beach, May 10 
(Eo. , DF) . 

Gulls, Terns. Alcids.-Bonaparte' Gull were nu
merous along the coast throughout April and into 
the first pa rt of M ay. A large northbound flight of 
terns ( Forster's, Common, Black) was observed on 
May 3 near H untington Beach. Hundreds of terns 
(most ly Forster's) cou ld be seen moving northwest
wa rd along the coast in continuous streams for severa l 
hours during the early morning hours. Six Xantus' 
Murrelets, 1 Rhinoceros Auklet, and 2 Cass in 's 
Auklets were seen in the waters around Anacapa 
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Islands, March 23 (L. A. A. . ) . 
D oves. Su•ifts.-Grou nd Doves were seen in the 

Tiajuana River Val ley nea r San Ysid ro, San Diego 
Co .. May 15 and May 25 . Two nests were found 
(AM). The migration of Vaux·s wifts was very 
disappoi nting. Almost no migratory fl ocks were seen 
and a ll observations were of single birds or sma ll 
groups. As swifts tend to migrate close to the ground 
only on heavily overcast days ( of wh ich we had al
most none th is sp ring in the interior va ll eys ) these 
large flights we re not observed this year. The fligh t 
was dispersed over the entire Region from desert 
to coast and lasted almos t the entire month of M ay. 
Large fl ocks of White-throated Swi fts were observed 
from time to time but these were probably loca l 
popu lations as they were not seen in migrato ry 
flight . N o Black Swifts were noted in migration, 
probably because large fl ocks of migrating Vaux 's 
Swi fts could not be located. 

H ttmmingbi,·ds, IVoodpecker.r.-Many observers 
commented on the lack of hummingbirds in and about 
gardens and I can only at tribute this to the abundance 
of wildfl owers ava ilable to them this pring. The 
migration of Allen' s Hummingbirds was over by 
Ma rch 15 but Rufous Hummi ngbirds were still seen 
in the middle of May ( which was late ) . Large num 
be rs of Calliope Hummingbirds were feed ing a t 
chapa rra l fl owers during late Apr il but rema ined 
scarce in the mountain areas during May and June 
as many of the moun ta in meadows were st ill blanketed 
by snow. B lack-chi nned Hummingbirds had arrived 
in small numbers by the third week in March but 
Costa's Hummingbirds were scarce away from desert 
areas during the spring. The onl y reported Lewis' 
W ood pecker duri ng the spring season was a sing le 
bird near Casta ic Junction, May 18 (Dea n Fisher, 
Paul H erman). 

Passerine Land birds (g eneral) .-The migration of 
many species of passeri nes ( particularly tanagers . 
vireos, warblers, and fl ycatchers) was almost 10 
days late for the bu lk of the migrants. A a result, 
when the main flights arrived in early May the 
fl ocks of migran t were large and contained many 
species. The annual San Diego Cou nty May census 
was held on May 3 and 4 and during those two days 
birders counted 232 species and nest ing activity of 
52 species was observed. Owing to the somewhat 
tardy migration your editor did not attempt an 
ann ual " Big D ay" until May 3. At that time two 
observers counted 190 species in a single 24 -hou r 
period. The choice of dates was a fortunate one as 
many fl ocks of migrants were seen. Flocks of thrushes , 
flycatchers , tanagers, and warb lers were seen almost 
at the beach early on the morning of May 3. Indeed, 
small groups of Wilson's W arblers ( also H ermi t and 
Townsend 's W arb lers ) were seen moving northward 
along the beach stopping to feed occasionally on 
sa nd-dwelling flies. Shrubs nea r the beach areas were 
li tera lly swarming with Wilson's and other warb lers 
at this time. On this date of good migratory move
ment no V aux's Swifts were seen ! 

Flycatchers, Swallows.-W estern and Cassin 's 
Kingbirds were numerous during early April with 
the latter seeming more abundant than usual. Ash-



thro,1ted Fly,,itchers ( which sorndime, winter here) 
,q:re seen e.Hly ,tnd sporadically with n" pattern of 
their movements heing clear. \X'eskrn \l(!ood Pewees 
were !Me with the main Aight not commencing until 
April 30. Olive-sided Flycatchers likewise were late. 
Vermilion Flycatchers nested ne.ir San Diego ()fl at 
le.ht c occasions. A single Vermilion Flyc,1tcher was 
,tt i\l"rnng" Valley. April l9 (James W. Huffm,in) 
.rnd a p,1ir was near Loma Linda early in ./I.fay ( Etl1el 
\X'tst). The migration of swallows w,1s nornul ,ind 
Purple Martins seemed more numerous than preYi"us
ly. 

Thr.1,har, w·.,xu i11gr. S1.1rli11g, .-Sage Thrashers 
were reported as numernus in the San Felipe V.illey. 
April 10 ( FG). Cedar \X',txwings. which had a heavy 
Aight thi, winter. lingered l"ng into the spring seas"n 
.rnd large Aocks were reported in the Region as lat<: 
.ts l\fay cO. A ,ingle Starling was in the Santa Clara 
Ri,·er bottom, l\fay 18 (ED .. el .ii.) and at least one 
nest was found ne.ir San Gabriel during April (John 
Tramontano). They were also reported as nesting 
,thout 6 miles southeast of Chol.ime in n"rtheastern 
S,tn Luis Ohisp" County (Ebrn McMillan. (id" A. I. 
Roest). 

1 "ireo,. w·_irh/cr,. O,·ioln. T.111.,gn-.1.-Gray Vireos 
may still he seen in the vicinity of Phelan as the 
Rosses foun,I at lec1st 5 on l\Lir c�. ;'\/one of the 

e,1stern w,1rhlers were reprnted this spring. The mi
gration of most species of warblers passed through 
the Region during the first week of May, and on 
l\lay I() Mr. McMillan reported a large wave of 
migrnnts including Wilson's Warblers. Yellow War
blers, Lizuli Buntings. Western Tan,1gers. Black
headed Grushe.iks. Warbling and Hutton's Vireos, 
plus other species near Chol,1me. Bullock's and 
Hooded Orioles had arrived hy the fourth week of 
;\larch and their numbers swelled thereafter. Very 
unusual was the report from Dr. Thomas R. Howell 
tlut Dr. Frank E. Peabody, Department of Zoology. 
L'.C.L.A., observed hoth Orchard Oriole and Balti
more Oriole in his garden in Santa Monica together 
with Hooded and Bullock's Orioles for rnmparison. 
The main Aight of Western Tanagers occurred on 
the night of l\lay c ,1fter which woodland areas 
were literally alive with this species. A single 
Summer Tanager w,1s ntar Loma Linda. l\lay 10 
(EW). 

S/urrowr.-A single Grasshopper Sparrow was 
found near Laguna ( on S,in Miguel road) on April 
19 in exactly the same lnc,dity as last ye,u ( Francis 
Raymond). Northbound White-crowned Sparrows 
could he seen moving through until the last week 
in April.-ARKOLD SMAI.I.. 30:!R C11't'11dish Drit-�. 
Lo, A11g,ln 6.j, C.ilif. 

Corrigenda: Vol. 12: 248, change Red-headed Woodpecker, 75 ( Ohio, Cincinnati J to 
Red-he:ided Woodpecker, 227, ( Okla., Tulsa). 

Vol. 12: 249. change, Am. Dipper, 12 (Calo., Durango) to Am. Dipper, L\ (Calif., 
Yosemite). 
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