
 

MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.-The spring 
migration season of April and May in California 
necessarily includes much nesting activity. Some 

nesting notes, particularly when connected with mi
grational movements or nearer the beginning of the 
period covered by the report, will be included in this 
report. Others that seem better connected with nesting 
will be deferred until the next report. The emphasis, 
as much as seems chronologically practical, will be on 
migration. 
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ince the fa irl y hard rai ns in the middl e two weeks 
of February, there has been very littl e precipitation. 
It has been an exceeding ly d ry spring w ith the tota l 
rain fa ll considerabl y below normal thro ugh the sta te. 
In very genera l terms, April was q ui te warm and d ry, 
while May became wi ndy and cool, w ith a t race of 
ra in. T he one genera l rain of April , on the 25 th and 
26th , brought damaging hail and local fl ood ing to a 
limited area in the Centra l Grea t Vall ey and the 
adjoin ing Sierra N evada Mo untains. 

Apparently, th is low p ressure area had a "ground
ing" effect on several species of bi rds. Vaux's Swift 
got as far as 3 miles north of Sebas topol on the 24th , 
which was a "fi rst sighted" repo rt (GLB) . P eak 
numbers of Wi lson 's W arblers were fo und on April 
24 and 25, at Mills Co ll ege, Oakland (HLC) , whil e 
the Lazuli Bunting •probably best showed th is effect 
of wea ther in a series of local reports. The earli est 
one was heard sing ing at S:evens Creek Park in the 
Santa Clara Vall ey near Cupert ino, on Apri l 22 (San
ta Clara Val ley Audu bon Society ) ; one was at 
Saratoga on the next day (EDS) ; the spec ies was 
judged to be " remarkabl y abundant" at St. Mary's 
Coll ege, Moraga. on Apri l 24 (ASC ) ; one in Portola 
Vall ey, near Palo Alto. on April 25 (RW) ; and 3 
singing on April 26 at Sacramento By-Pass (EAA) . 

A cold front pass ing th rough San Francisco the 
nig ht of Apri l 5 and 6 also appears to have g rounded 
many birds . Many first sightings occurred during 
the period between April 5 and 8, and some birds 
tended to "group up" ready to move on, if their 
breed ing areas had not yet been reached . Among 
those which were observed in rather unus ual small 
groups were: 8 Townsend's W arbl ers, restl ess ly sing
ing, at Big Bas in Redwood State Park, on Apri l 6 
(EAP) ; and 5 V aried T hrushes that seemed to be on 
the move in a Fort Bragg yar d on Apri l 8 (RC ) . 

By fa r the heaviest migra tion occurred on Apri l 18. 
D epartures of wi nter vis itants, as we ll as arri vals of 
migrants from sou thern areas came in the g rea test 
movement o f the season. D r. Campbell in Moraga, 
Cont ra Costa County, reports a regular "wave·· of the 
sma ll er birds: Yell ow \1(/ arb lers, the peak of the 
Townsend's W arblers, W ilson's W arblers, Lawrence·s 
Goldfinches, and Lark Sparrows were most in evidence 
(AS) . It also broug ht the firs t of numbers of W ilson's 
W arblers to Fort Bragg, April 17 (RC ) and the 
first W estern W ood Pewee to Moraga (ASC ) . A 
few wandering migrant · turned up in unusual spo ts, 
pro bab ly taking advantage of favora ble weather con
di tions: a P igeon H awk in an area where onl y 2 have 
been previously reported, I O mi les so uth of acra
mento (GMcC ) ; a Bl ue-gray Gnatcatcher in Berkeley 
(A C ) ; a H ooded Oriole in Capitol Park , Sacra
mento, new fo r this area (DM) ; and a Cassin's Finch 
in Oakl and (LS & RS) . 

T he fact that migration is often spotty here can 
probabl y be att ributed to the fact that the prevai ling 
NW winds (and varia tions ) in the Region are inter
rupted by southerl y wi nds in the Centra l Vall ey, and 
on, the coas t at d ifferent times. Birds coming th ro ugh 
the Vall ey may h it tailwinds at the one end and head
wi nds at the other, or migran ts on the coast may 
experience quite d ifferent weather condi tions than 
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bi rds sim ultaneously using the va ll ey flyways. Th us, 
it tends to be un likely that birds w ill be grounded 
throughout the state at the same 1ime. 

Loons, Grebes, Pelagic Birds.-Common, A rctic, 
and Red- throated Loons, Horned, Eared and W estern 
Grebes were seen during a boa t trip from San Fran
cisco to the Farall on Islands on April 12 by members 
of the Golden Gate Audubon Society. The 200 ± 
Eared G rebes, many in breed ing plumage, remai ned 
in a raft on the surface of the ocean near the Islands , 
perhaps detained by headwinds. T wo or 3 Bl ack
footed Albatrosses, a Ful mar, a few Pink-footed Shear
water and a few thou-sand Sooty Shearwaters also 
were recorded on the Farall ons tri p (G .G .A .S.) , 
while on May 1'0, "thousands" of Sooties were seen 
fro m the Golden Gate Park vic inity beach as they 
fl ew north (ELP) . A Fork-tai led Petrel was seen on 
April 17 from a wharf at Monterey, and another on 
the same day was sig hted from Point Pinos, Pacific 
G rove ( GPL ). 

Pelicans, H erons, Geese.-N umbers of Brown Peli
cans on Bi rd Island, Point Lobos, were down fro m 
last yea r (MF) . T hree Snowy Egrets 1,ested, foraged, 
and fl ew north from Pebbl y Beach at Point Lobos on 
April 29 th-the first record of them there (MF) . A 
pair of Canada Geese with 5 young were reported 
on M ay 9 to the Cooper Orn ithologica l Society meet
ing as havi ng nested on an is land in San Franc isco 
Bay (Drs. W. Z. l idicker & P . K . Anderson). But 7 
geese of the same species were at Crysta l Springs 
Reservoir, an Mateo County, on the very late date 
of May 18 (ED ) . Bringing up the rear, as far as is 
known, of the fl ight of Bl ack Brant were 9 fl y,ing north 
from the Golden Gate on April 12 {G.G.A.S. ) . 

D ucks.-Blue-winged Teal were observed at so 
many coastal areas that all seemed newsworthy: a ma le 
and 2 females on April I 7 at El khorn Slough, Moss 
l anding ( CA & VA) ; 2 pairs at Carmel River La
goon on Apri l 28 (GPL) , while one pai r was seen in 
the same vicinity op May 7 (GPL, MF) ; a lone ma le 
among Ma llards was found in the Santa Rosa Lago n 
area on M ay 16 (GLB & EHM ) , and another Jone 
male was reported from M cCl usky Slough, Moss 
landing, on May 28, stay ing at least un ti l June 6 
( CA & VA) . Six W ood Ducks, sca rce enough in the 
San Francisco area, were found on l ake Merced on 
April 17 ( EH , J r. , fide CH) . Grea ter Scaup, l esser 
Scaup, Common Goldeneye, White-wi nged, Common, 
and Surf Scoters, and Red-breasted Mergansers were 
all repor ted from the boa t tri p to the Fara ll on Islands, 
April 12 (G .G .A.S. ) . An albino scoter, probabl y a 
Surf Scoter, was seen at l ighthouse Poi nt, near Santa 
Cruz, on April 11 (CCH & JH) . 

Kites, H awks .- A White- tail ed K ite was seen at 
the Merced W ildl ife Refuge, April 18, and another 
was noted near M ariposa, Mariposa County, on the 
fo ll owing day {CH) . Ospreys are so infrequently 
reported that sing le bi rds are worth mention: Casper 
Creek, Mendoc ino County, on March 28 (ERP) ; near 
Merced Fall s on Apri l 19 ( CH) ; and on May 14 at 
Moss l anding (GPL) . A Peregrine Falcon was re
corded on the Fara ll on boat tri p, April 12 (G .G .A .S.). 
A P igeon H awk near Kelseyvi ll e, Lake Coun ty, on 
May 23 ( EH , J r., fide CH) was very late. Swainson's 



Hawks were observed near Tracy, San Joaquin Coun
ty, in a plowed alfalfa field that was so teem ing with 
mice that one could catch them bare-handed (LS & 
RS) . The 75 or 80 hawks on that dair, May 24, had 
been reduced to 25 on the next day. when Cogswell 
collected one, found 5 Microtus in its stomach, and 
ascertained that mos t of the hawks were immatures. 

Shorebirds.-No report of any remarkabl e flight of 
shorebirds was received. N ormal numbers were present 
on normal dates. Two Ruddy Turnstone were ob
served at Bay Farm Island, Al ameda County, on Apr il 
22 and 25, notable because of irregu lar appearances 
(JWK). One hundred and fifty Long-billed Curlews 
were present on April 5 and 7 in a marsh 3 miles 

'\I.I of Chico (VKC) , and a straggling group of I 2 
flew northward off the coas t near Santa Cruz on M ay 
16 (EAP) . Spotted Sandpipers were observed in 
greater numbers than a year ago at Point Lobos (MF) . 
while 3 were located at Lake .Merced on May 16, the 
first these regular observers have seen there (EH, Jr. , 
& CH). Greater Yellowlegs were reported from 5 
miles W . of Gridley, But te County, on April 5 as 
being the best count in recent yea rs- 70 of them in 
company with Black-necked Stilts (EAA). About 6 
Knots, the best report since 1956, were at Bay Farm 
Island on Apr il 22 and 25 (JWK). Am. Avocets with 
young too small to fly were observed on Bay Farm 
Island on Ap ril 18 (JWK). 

Gulls. T ems, Alcids.-An immature Gl aucous Gull. 
authoritatively identified, spent at least a week at a 
feeding station at Lake M erri tt, Oakland, about April 
21-for the first record there since 20 years ago (PC). 
Again this year, Bonaparte's Gulls were numerous and 
widespread. They were reported as conspicuous at 
Poi nt Lobos Reserve State Park (MF) , and as aver
ag ing 175 to 200 ( occasionally as high as 300 at 
once ) at Lake Merced during the season (EH, Jr., 
CH). On April 30, members of the San ta Cruz Bird 
Club watched two flights of these striking gulls, total
ing 40, migrate along the sea cliffs near anta Cruz ; 
and as late as May 28, near Natural Bridges, not fa r 
away, there were still about 3 5 ( 1 / 3 in breeding 
plumage ) (EAP). Three Bl ack-legged K ittiwakes 
were observed on April 12, on the Fara llon boa t trip 
(G .G.A.S .). A Bl ack Tern was the first reported since 
the fall of 195 5 at M oss Landing ; it was at Elkhorn 
Sl ough on May 14 (GDL). Pigeon Guillemots (2,6) 
were first seen off Point Lobos on March 25 (MF) , 
which is about normal; but those that nes t along the 
Santa Cruz shore cliffs were late in carrying out their 
activi ties. A Marbled Murrelet, in a 6 :00 A .M. drizzl e, 
was over Big Basin RSP on Apri l 19 (EAP). Ancient 
Murrelets, Cassin 's and Rhinoceros Aukl ets, but onl y 
4 or 5 Tufted Puffins, were found during the April 12 
Farallon boat trip (G.G.A .S. ) . 

Pigeo11s.-Band-tailed Pigeons became so numerous 
near Sonora, Tuolumne County, that the newspapers 
from Stockton, Sonora and other localities reported 
the event. Apparently this is part of a major shift in 
the state population of these birds that has been occur
ring during the past three years. In areas where they 
have been regularly reported , the numbers have been 
decreasing, while occasional reports from the Sierra 

evada tell of " thousands" present at different sea-

sons. Unfortunately, our coverage of the ierra and 
foo thill s is not complete enough to trace these move
ments in detail. In mid-February, a small fl ock of 
Band- ta il ed Pigeons was seen near Sonora fo r the first 
t ime in the ob erver·s 11 years' experience with the 
U. S. Forest Service. Then, flocks were seen from 
3: 30 P .M. to sunset each day as they flew in to 
roost in large Digger Pines. Numbers buil t up gradu
ally until by Apri l 11 the two nearby fl ocks totaled 
an estimated 2000, with other fl ocks also in the area. 
By then, flocks could be seen coming and going all 
through the day. On M ay 5, birds were reported as 
maintaining their numbers (AMc). In 1956, the 
breeding popul ation in Yosem ite was said to be very 
large, whil e the flocks during the following winter 
were reported as up to 3000. Ten thousands birds 
were estimated during that year in the northern 
Central Valley and in the spring of 1958, "thousands" 
were reported in the area near Paradise, Butte County. 
After that, no large numbers were reported until this 
spring season. 

Swifts.-A Black Swift was spotted over Folsom 
Lake, near Sacramento, on May 2 during a field trip 
of the Sacramento Audubon Society_ Since this was a 
new bird for that area, there was a great deal of 
surprise when 7 more were fou nd later in the day. 
Sure enough, at MacArthur-Burney Falls State Park, 
where they are a regular nesti ng species, the arrival of 
these swifts was right on time, M ay 5 (LP). Could 
it be that this will help trace their migration route ) 
Vaux·s Swifts were first noted near Seba topol on 
April 24 (GLB) . A pair seen over Saratoga was sus
pected of nest ing in the chimney of the observer's 
home during the first half of May; on June 13, nest
lings were beard each time the adults flew in with 
food (EDS). 

Hu mmingbi,-ds, JIVoodpeckers.-A Black-chinn ed 
Hummingbird was observed on May 21 in upper 
Arroyo Mocho Canyon, Alameda County, which is 
rather far north for an almost coastal occurrence (LS, 
RS, HLC) . An ea rl y migrant Rufous Hum mingbird 
showed up at Stanford University on Feb. 23 (LD) , 
but others at D avis, Oakland, Courtland, Chico, and 
Murphy's were more normal in their Ap ril and early 
May appearances . Calliope Hummingbirds, all males, 
were noted at El Cerrito, near Berkeley, on April 13, 
24, 25 , and at least 5 were observed in Tilden Re
gional Park nearby on April 26 (ALC) , unusual so 
near the coast and this far north. A Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker was last seen on March 20 in Soquel 
(FEH), and on Apr il 2 in the Santa Cruz Mountains 
(EAP). 

Nuthatches, Mocki11gbirds .-Red-breasted Nuthatch
es continued in short supply, but were found 
twice: one on May 9 just north of Sebastopol (GLB), 
and 2 singles on Castle Rock Ridge, Santa Cruz· Moun
tains, on May 27 (EDS, JH, DBH) . Observers have 
felt that Mockingbi rds are much more common than 
the records hold. It is known, of course, that this 
species has been favored by the spread of human 
settl ement and land cultivation, but what the present 
prevalence of the species is was the question . Members 
of the Santa Cruz Bird Club decided to bold a census 
and find out. The results, complete with map, show 
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that the Mockingbird hc1s indeed increastd: In con
trast to the maximum of --l in the Santa Cruz vicinity 
crtdited in 1955. they now repllrt 34 nesting pairs in 
Santa Cruz, and Capitola, 2 in SoqueL and 1 in Aptos 
(VW)' In addition, 3 wtre present. with a m:st. 
south of Sonoma. one was present for many days at 
\lVindsor. north of Santa Rosa (MS): and one was 
found along the btach north of Orick. Humboldt 
County, on !\lay 26. 50 miles north of prtvious records 
-and not a winter visitor either (KL) 1 

Thru.rh,;,.r.-Varitd Thrushes can usually be counted
on to have gone by mid-April, but thtre wert a few 
that lingtred: the last 2 seen at Fort Bragg wtre thert 
on April 26 (RC): and, as a surprise. after expecting 
_', on April 19 to be the last in Big Basin RSP, there 
was a pair prtstnt on i\fay 2 (EAP). Htrmit Thrushes 
departed as usual in early April from most wintering 
areas. just as song began in the breeding areas such 
as Big Basin RSP. Singing normally continues until 
mid-July (EAP). Swainson·s Thrush was reported 
as arriving by April :\ at St. Mary's College ( ASC), 
and was first heard singing at In\'erness, Marin Coun
ty. on April --l (Gi\1). 

1r·.,.\'t1·in.�s. St.n-!ing.,. I 'ireos. lf"arblers.-Tht last 
small flocks of Cedar Waxwings wtrt at Saratoga 
on l\lal' 1--l (EDS). and at Mills Colltge. 5 flocks. on 
1\1.ty 28 (HLC). Thert were no reports of Starlings. 
Solitary ,ind Wublin.[! Vireos were numerous and 
widespre,1d. Twt:lvt Solitary Virtos at China Camp. 
,uuth of Carmel Valley. 0n May 30 seemed like a 
fairly Luge concentration of late migrants (FJ\V, 
Jid� CH). Plymel! termed the movement of \X'ar
hling Vireos through San Francisco on !\fay 7 as 
,1 "heavy migration." Orangt-crnwned Warblers in 
the San Francisw Bay area (J\X'K). l\lyrtle Warblers 
in Saratoga on April 2 (EDS) and at Auburn, near 
Sacramento. on tht samt day (GMcC). MacGilli
nay's Warbltrs throughout the covered parts of the 
Re.�ion, and plenty of Wilson's \X'arbltrs indicate a 
good se,1!;on for thtse migratory birds. Htrmit War
bltrs were prestnt on Middlt Ridge in Big Basin RSP 
by April 27. and rtmained throughout the ptriod 
( about 6 singing males and at least 2 ftmales for 
possible nesting) ( EAP) : and on May 'i a male 
Hermit Warbler w,is sttn to chast another on Frt
mont Peak (San Benit<l County. EDS). On Castle 
Rock Ridgt, !\fay 27. 2 singing malts were singing 
in the same vicinity where a nest under incubation 
was found on !\lay 30. 195.'> (EDS). 

Bl.1ckbirds. T.111.,gen, Gro..-beak.,. Fi11ches.-Twtlve 
i, Yellow-htaded Blackbirds were Sten tast of Gon
z,1les. Monterey County, on !\lay 17 (CA & VA). and 
on tht samt day. a ftmale was sten undtr good condi
tions in the tules at Lake Merctd, San Francisco ( FP 
& Aileen Pierson). Fifty d Tricolored Blackbirds 
\\·tre observed in a pasture at l\loss Landing on May 
5 1 ( FEH. CCH, JH & DBH). while 400 were prtsent 
during tht period near Salinas (nesting activity under 
war. CA & VA). From all repor:s. Wtsttrn Tanagtrs 
were widespread and abundant. A surprise Cardinal 
( maybt an escape from captivity?) turned up at 
l\lills Colltgt, singing. on April 22. and thtn disap
ptared (HLC). A pair of Blue Grosbeaks was found 
on May 24. on the Cienaga R,,ad south of Hollisttr, 
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whert a pair had nested in the mustard on June L 
1958. An txctllent color slide had been madt then 
(Mr. and Mrs. Ernest !\loser. fide EDS). Lawrenct·s 
Goldfinches had an excellent year sn far: in addition 
to their abundant prtstnce in Moraga. April 18, flocks 
of from 20 tu 200 were obstrved feeding on A111.rin
cht i11termedi,1 ( Fiddlentck) on both sides of the 
Salinas Valley (CA & VA) from April 20 to l\Iay 
8; a pair was observed gathering material from an 
old rug in Sunol t>n April 25 (MLS): some wtre 
listed at St. Mary's College on May 13 (JWK) ; at 
ltast 4 were ntar Folsom Lakt on l\lay 2-i (EAA); 50 
were also feeding on Fiddltneck on Fremont Peak. 
!\fay 25 ( FEH, CCH. JH & DBH) : a pair was at 
El Cerrito on May 28. 29 and June 1 for the first 
time in Curl's txperienct: and 12 were observed at 
McClusky Slough, l\loss Landing on May 31 (JH. 
DBH & FEH). About 10 Rtd Crossbills were photo
graphed on May .> on Inverness Ridge. Marin County. 
as they visited a water hole (PL) among the Bishop 
Pines ( with Pine Sisk ins): and on May 8. a Grten
tailtd Towhte came to ,1 fttder 3 miles nurth of 
Sebastopol ( G LB). 
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