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MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.-For once, 
the weather has progressed in more or less orderly 
fashion, without the extended periods of extreme 

dryness or heavy rains that sometimes characterize 
California springs. A series of cold fronts passed 
through the Region in April, bringing occasional 
gentle rains that have done much to prolong the 
flowering season and the greenness of the hills. This 
type of rain seems to have little, if any, effect on 
migrating birds. The most influential factor is that 
of windiness. Strong head winds evidently have 
definite grounding effects, resulting in piling up 
migrants in areas where observers find them concen
trated to some extent. Or, as also occurred in this 
season, winds may cause some birds to detour into 
areas of less unfavorable wind conditions. As birds 
begin to come into the Region from the south, they 
face a generally northwest route, determined by the 
Central Valley, and the mountain ranges that bound 
this valley. There may be some crossing laterally, 
but there seems to be insufficient evidence to pin this 
down in detail. 



In Apr i I, there was a prolonged series of some
times strong northwes terl y winds, especially in the 
San Francisco Bay area and the central coas t. At times, 
these prevailed well into the Valley as well. Some 
arri va ls had already reached mid -Cali fornia by April 
2 and 3, as a result of favorab le wi nds or w indless 
nights to the south. In fact , April 3 was a good day 
to locate migrant species , as many reports pointed out. 
H owever, even though it seemed that birds were all 
set to keep coming in, the following spell of north
west wi nds , even inl and, held them up. Unfortunatel y. 
ow ing to a lack of reporters from the southern part 
of our Region, we were not able to fill in this picture 
more accurately. But this must have been the case, 
fo r every time the winds let up, or switched to rai n
br ing ing souther ly or southeasterly directions , birds 
poured in, onl y to be again grou nded as winds from 
the northwest strengthened withi n a day or two. In 
the Valley, when wi nds lessened on such days as 
April 5, 9, 16, 18, and 20, migrants came through 
and were reported. But, in the coastal and Bay 
vicinities, almost continua l strong northwest winds, 
with gusts up to 50 m.p.h. prevai led until the night 
of April 22-2 3. Then, a dramatic shi ft in direction 
and intensi ty, there and inland , proved the days fol
low ing to be the best time of all for arri va ls. Every
where, birds were in nu mbers, and seemi ng ly all 
expected species were checked in . Warblers, and prob
ably Vaux·s Swifts, had been movi ng up the edge of 
the Great Vall ey, taking adva ntage of gentl er wi nds 
there, rather than bucking terrific head winds , coast
wise. The period between April 27 and May 6 was a 
time of orderly and regular arri va l of migrants 
through all of the cent ra l part of the state whi le 
winds remained favorable . But on May 7, a co ld 
front passed that agai n grounded birds, making it a 
g reat day for birding. It was large ly coi ncidental in 
thi s case, that it happened on a week-end, for there 
were enough mid-week observa tions to support th is. 
The bu lk of the landbird migrati on was large ly 
finished by May 9, acco rdi ng to the bulk of reports 
in the midsection of the state. 

The most striking feature of the season was the 
flow of warblers. These birds evidentl y followed an 
inland rou te, so narrow at times that they could 
scarcely be fo und outside the area of concent ra ti on. 
The strong head wi nds in the coas tal areas must have 
had a large part to do with it, for the reports of 
warb lers from there were practi ca lly nil, except fo r 
Orange-crowned and Wilson's, and a bare men tion 
of Yell ow, and these in small numbers. In contrast,
and what a contrast 1-at leas t 10 species of warbl ers 
passed through the wooded sections of M ount D iablo, 
Contra Costa County, in such numbers that a sing le 
tree wou ld commonly contain a dozen warbl ers of 
severa l species' Begi nning on Apri l 3, Orange
crowned , Wilson 's, T ownsend 's, Black-th roa ted Gra y, 
H ermi t and Audubon's Warblers became particularl y 
abundant as the days passed; peak nu mbers, depend
ing upon species, appear between April 19 and ]'vfay 
7 (EAP). The observers reporting from the Sacra
mento Valley a lso were fi ndi ng all the species of 
wa rblers on their check-list, but evidentl y not in 
such concentrati ons. Orange-crowned Warblers , pre-

cedi ng most species by a month in pl aces, were con
si dered especially abu ndant and were singi ng for an 
exceptionall y long period of time. Perhaps the longer, 
cooler time before heat set in also was effect ive, 
fo r there was much singing on the part of all the 
warblers. 

These birds apparentl y proceeded almost due north 
then, for Nashville, MacGillivray·s, and H ermit War
blers were noted as first arriva ls, and were banded , 
at Sacramento Wi ldlife National Refuge near Wi l
lows, at almos t precisely the same date (EK) when 
the species was d isappeari ng from Mt. D iablo and 
environs. In the Sierra Nevada, Wi lson's \l(/a rblers 
were noted as exceedi ngly abundant by late l\fay at 
the 9000 to 10,000 ft. elevati on (JH) ; but other 
species of b irds near Yosem ite stayed unseasonably 
late at lower levels, because of a spell of below
freez ing nighttime temperatures in .May (WJF) . Cas
si n's Finches, for instance, which usually nest above 
Yosem ite Valley, stayed all throug h May in the Val
ley, and were not pai red off at the encl of the month , 
while arri va ls of Call iope H ummi ngbirds and Black 
Swifts, among the summer visitors, had been slow in 
"reporting in" (WJF). 

T o sum up, most reporters agreed that the sp ring 
migrati on season was slow in getting started , with 
numbers of ind ividuals low until after mid-Apri l. 
Then, as strong headwi nds abated, migrants fl owed 
steadi ly in , warblers , especially, by- passing the coastal 
areas to move up the western edge of the Great 
Valley, and perhaps the Sierra. Many wi nter vis itors , 
such as Ruby-crowned King lets, Cedar W axwi ngs. 
Hermit Thrushes , Audubon 's and Myrtle Warblers. 
and Gold en-crowned Sparrows showed a tendency to 
remain late. 

Grebes, Shearwaters . Connora11ts.-Twelve Red
necked Grebes observed at Santa Cruz on April 22, 
were late for such a large nu mber (FEH, JH) . 
Modera te numbers of Sooty Shearwaters, meaning up 
to 5000 or so, were seen close to the shore of 
Monterey Bay, April 15, 16, and 17 (EAA, GMcC. 
GPL). A pair of Pelagic Cormorants, and 3 pairs of 
Pigeon Guill emots were observed fl ying in and out 
from under old buildings at Cannery Row, Monterey, 
during May, and in genera l exhibiting such breed ing 
behav ior as to ind icate to the observer the presence 
of nests ( GPL). 

llYc1terfowl, Birds of Prey.-An Emperor Goose 
was seen at cl ose range at Pescadero Beach, San 
Mateo Co. on April 13 (RS). At least 250 Green
wi nged Teal on April 16 at Spreckel's Sugar Ponds, 
W ood land, were rather la te in contrast to other mi
grant ducks , which most ly were gone by Apri l 1 
(AW) . Common Scoters, continuing the trend of bet
ter than usual nu mbers last yea r, appeared even more 
preva lent. Several male Red-breasted Mergansers in 
breedi ng plu mage were st ill present , April 13 and 
14, at Richardson's and Bolinas Bay, Marin Co. (FP) . 
Swa inson's H awks were almos t unnoticed this spri ng. 
even in the Sacramento Valley. An Osprey was noted 
on the Nevada side of Lake Tahoe, May 10, and at 
Crys tal Bay, May 12 (PAW) . 
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Shorebirds, Gulls, Pigeons, Hu mmingbirds.- 'v(l him
brels seemed in the best nu mbers si nce 1955, for up 
to 50 coul d be fou nd along one-half mi le of San 
Francisco Beach at the peak period between April 26 
and May l ( BD C) ; they were noted as "very com
mon," April 24. near H alf Moon Bay (GMcC & 
RS) . Knots continued in good supply: on April 23 at 
l\foss Land ing, 16 were present (GPL) ; at Bay Farm 
Island, next day, there were at least 200 in breed ing 
plumage on the " loafi ng grounds" (GMcC & RS) ; 
and 3 were noted at Moss Land ing on April 30 
( HLC) . A usuall y coastal Short-billed D owitcher was 
seen at Wood land Sewer Ponds, April 30 (GMcC ) ; 
and another exceeding ly rare inland record was of 5 
Sanderlings observed at D avis ewer Ponds , May 14 
(EAA). Meanwhile, Sanderli ngs reached on ly modest 
numbers even at the peak as they moved along San 
Francisco Beach (BDC) . Seventeen Am . Avccets 
turned up on the W awona golf course, Yosemi te, 
on May 6 for the third- known record in the Park 
(WJF). Pha laropes of all species were very scarce. 
Mew Gulls, which had th inned out by Apri l 1, were 
last seen at an Francisco Beach on April 29 (BD C) . 
Abou t 25 abine's Gulls were noted off Monterey, 
May 13, for a ve ry nice showi ng during a boat trip 
(J\X!K) . Ba nd- tai led Pigeons were everywhere re
ported as common, but not in fl ocks as nesting was 
goi ng on. Three Costa 's Hummingbirds were noted 
in a canyon west of Patterson, Stanis laus Co. , on May 
7 fo r a most unusual northern record (R & ALC) . 

lf:/ oodpeckers, Flycatchers.-Unreported duri ng the 
wi nter except for a si ng le bird at Vasona Reservoir, 
Los Gatos in Santa Clara Co. , Lewis' W oodpeckers 
were noted agai n : one still at Vasona Reservoir on 
April 9 (EDS) ; one west of Stanford Uni versity, San 
Mateo Co. , on April 17 (HLC); several " as usual " 
in Arroyo Mocho, near Li vermore, on April 23 
(G.G.A.S.) ; one in the mou ntai ns of Madera County, 
nea r N orth Fork, May 3 (FHW) ; and some in Ar
royo del Valle. Alamedo Co. May 14 (GM & PL). 
Many observers found the Western Kingbird in ve ry 
good nu mbers , and with nesting in full swing bi, 
May. 

Jays, Thrushes, Ph<1i11opeplas .- Two Gray Jays were 
foragi ng on Salmon berri es, May 22, in Van D amme 
Beach State Park , sou th of Fort Bragg (EE). This is 
an unusually far sou thern record for Mendoci no Coun
ty. A crub Jay was flu shed from a nest of 5 eggs, 
2 ft . off the grou nd in Arroyo Mocho Canyon on 
April 2 (HL). After the pronounced lack of Varied 
Thrushes over-wi ntering, it' s interesting to have a 
report that in a heavi ly-forested area east of Blue 
Lake, Hu mboldt Co., this species was abundant on 
May 9 (GPL) -and thi s area is reputed to be a 
sparse breedi ng area at ,that! A first arri va l of Swain
son·s Thrushes on Apr il 8 at Soquel (FEH ), and a 
freshly killed one at D avis on April 10 (AW) were 
evidence that a few slipped in early, although the 
majority were not noticed until more usual dates in 
late April and early May ; yet they were considered 
scarce. Six Phai nopeplas on April 8 were seen 5 mil es 
southwest of Auburn, Placer Co. (GMcC ) , and one 
was noted along Highway 198, southern Monterey 
County, on May 10 (VLY). 
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W <11·blers.-More specifica ll y, Nashvil le W arblers 
reached their peak nu mbers, at least 6 in the Rock 
Ci ty area of Mt. D iablo, about April 20, but were 
gone by Apri l 30, except for a May 5 straggler (EAP). 
And it was on April 30 at the Sacramento Wild life 
Refuge that the first arriva l noted was banded (EK) . 
Yell ow W arbl ers were nowhere numerous, but slipped 
th rough centra l California spa rse ly and steadi ly from 
about April 15 on through May 13, when one was 
noted at Crystal Bay, Lake T ahoe (PAW). Two 
Myrtle Warblers were present on Apri l 30 at Mt. 
Di abl o (MM) , along with many Audubon's W arbl ers 
that probably reached peak nu mbers on April 20, dis
appearing by May 4 (EAP). Black-th roa ted G ray 
Warblers spanned the whole two months, as they were 
fi rst noted on Apri l 3, reached a peak in numbers 
about April 19, and dwind led on through May 31 
(EAP) ; they were present by May 9 at Weaverville, 
Trinity Cou nty (GPL) . T ownsend's and H ermit 
Warblers were among the most abundant of Mt. 
D iablo's migrants, reaching peak numbers about May 
6. An estimate of 25 to 50 Townsend 's was made on 
May 2 (PAW) , and on other days, " trees full" was 
the best that cou ld be said as they spread out and 
covered the vegetation all over the mou ntain (Ml\lI, 
EAP) ; the last lone fema le was noted on May 27 . 
In the Berkeley H ills, MacGilli vray's Warbl ers bega n 
arrivi ng on April 15 , wi th the bulk of them present 
on April 20 (MM) . 

Blackbi1·ds, Orioles, T anagers.-Yell ow-headed 
Blackbirds, estimated at 2000 to 3000, were present 
at Spreckel's Sugar Ponds near W oodland on A pril 
16 (AW) . H ooded Orioles arri ved about April 1 
in the Los Gatos-San Jose area, Santa Clara Co. , and 
began to seek out nest sites in fa n palms almost 
immediately (EDS) . Western T anagers came through 
most areas in mid-state from May 1 th rough the 
month, with a regular wave of males at Rock City, 
Mt. D iablo, on May 2 and another of both sexes 
on May 9 (EAP). 

Fringillids.-Most observers who fou nd them at 
a ll reported Pine Siski ns ve ry scarce. A pai r of Black
chinned Sparrows was observed, pursued by a male 
Anna's Hu mmi ngbird, near the South Gate on Mount 
D iablo, May 11 ; and subsequent song was heard from 
the chaparra l-covered slopes below occas ionall y 
through the month and into J une, indicating probable 
territorial residence (EAP). 
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