
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION .
After a winter season of almost mi nimal precipitation, 
some sorely needed ra in fell du ring the latter part of 

April. These late ra ins stimul ated a fa irl y good dis
play of wi Id fl owers in the deserts and the chapar ral. 
A fa irl y good crop of herbs and seed-bearing pl ants 
provided suffic ient plant and insect food fo r the 
fo ragi ng migrants. Severe coas tal and montane wea ther 
dur ing late April di scouraged passage of migrants 
into interior va lleys and foo thill s from their desert 
fl yways. Many observe rs reported on the discourag ing 
numbers of insectivorous species , notably wa rblers, 
during late April and the fi rst week of May, and 
indeed there was a marked red uction in nu mbers of 
warblers fo ll ow ing inland pathways th ro ughout the 
migration peri od . Conversely, observers afield in dese rt 
areas dur ing late spring commented on the abun
dance of warblers and other migra tory songbirds mov
ing th ro ugh these seemi ng ly inhospi table regions. It 
thu s is suggested that north-bound migrants attempt
ing the var ious mou ntai n passes in late Apri l or 
ea rl y May are d iverted to the desert ( eas tern) slope 
of the mou ntain ranges, and proceed northward along 
this more favora bl e route. San Gorgoni o Pass , a 
favored ent ra nce from the Mojave and Colorado 
D eserts to the interior and coastal va lleys of sou thern 
Ca lifo rn ia , boasts some of the st ronges t winds re
corded here. Especia ll y on days of coas tal and moun
ta in storms, w inds in this pass often exceed ga le 
velocity ( and may reach 70 m. p.h. in gusts ) . These 
winds inva ri ably blow from west (coastwise ) to east 
( desertwise). This would at first seem to be incon
sistent with the genera l weather condi ti ons si nce the 
low pressure areas to the west of the pass and the 
high p ressure areas to the eas t ( over the dese rt 
regions ) wou ld necessitate favora ble winds fo r trans
desert migrants . H owever, the opposite is almost 
always the case. Our most severe storms often occur 
in late spr ing at the height of the landbird migra
ti on, and sma ll landbirds encountering -these ga les as 
they attempt to breast the passes certainly must be 
grounded or swept eastward from whence they came. 
This observer was present in San Gorgoni o Pass on 

two occasi ons th is spring (Apr il 24 and May 14) 
when such ga les were blowing. It is the topography 
of the pass which so diverts these winds, and coupled 
to hig h-alt itude turbulence ( these passes are from 
three to four thousand feet in elevation) reverses the 
d irection of ground- level wind-flow by day. These 
trans-desert migra nts cover considerabl e ground by 
day as well as at night , and can be seen feeding en 
route. On the two afo rementi oned visits to San 
Gorgonio Pass (and to other simil ar passes on other 
occasi ons ) , dozens of migrant landb irds were seen 
hudd led beh ind bu shes or confined to the g round in 
the teeth of the wi nds. Normall y d iurnal migrants 
such as swall ows and swifts were seen tryi ng to 
make westward progress against the ga le, bu t were 
losi ng more ground than they gai ned. On numerous 
occasions birds such as these were seen being carried 
eastward ( and desert ward) and were assumed not to 
have been able to make the transi t. 

Our southern Cali fo rn ia migratory wave sweeps 
northward ou t of Mexico in a multi -pronged fro nt . 
A segment of th is stream fo ll ows the appea ling path 
of the ve rdant Colorado Ri ver Valley. A westward 
arm fo ll ows coas tal moun tai n ranges af ter cross ing 
the inhospitabl e deserts of Baja Cali fo rn ia de! Norte 
and Sonora. A large mass of the migra tory wave 
sweeps into southern Cali fo rn ia f rom the dese rts of 
northern Sonora and is channeled by the exist ing 
desert ranges to the Imperia l Valley and thence north
ward into the Coachella Va lley. Some migrants no 
doubt fo llow other narrow canyon routes th rough 
the mountains of southern San D iego County, but 
run into similar condit ions there as they attempt the 
hig her passes. The stream of migrants entering the 
Coachell a Vall ey will suddenl y flood thro ugh the 
oases, and depending upon meteorological cond iti ons 
and food suppl y, may remai n or push on. The topog
raphy permits two alternati ves to the migrants-one, 
the mos t d irect route to inland and mou ntain areas 
via San Gorgonio Pass, is capric ious dependi ng upon 
the weather ; the other route offers more desert, but 
better wea ther. In the latter case, the migrants may 
cross the low Little San Bernardi no Mountai ns or 
thread thei r way via wa tercourses to the east . Once 
across th is slight barrier they may then swi ng west
ward via Antelope Valley (accounting fo r superb 
migratory fl ights encountered on the north slope of 
the San Bernardi no Mountains and San Gabriel Moun
tains) and then into the heartl and of the state via 
the Great Cent ra l Vall ey or intermontane va ll eys 
(running north and south) of the Coast Range. Many 
of the migrants pass di rectl y northward from the oases 
of the Coachell a Valley and fo ll ow the watercourses 
( and often move across the open desert) th ro ugh 
Indian W ells Valley to the O wens Valley. It is 
doubtful that these birds make a t rans-S ierra crossi ng 
in g reat numbers as the passes are high and usual ly 
snow-covered at this season. N o doubt a good num
ber are d iverted westward th ro ugh Walker Pass of 
the southern Sierras since water and food are plenti 
ful and the pass is at compara ti ve ly low elevation. 
Once across this and into the W alker basin some 
of the birds may reverse direction and flood into 
some va lleys and mountain areas of Kern and San 
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Luis Obispo County. Others follow the drai nage of 
the Kern Ri ver and proceed to the interior of the 
Sierra Nevadas by this route . The migran ts that fo l
lowed the O wens Valley route may then follow 
northward along this favorable highway for some con
siderab le distance, many eventua ll y reaching the 
Great Basin. Those migrants not diverted by storms 
and winds and not able to make a crossing to the 
west may remain at these desevt oases until favorable 
wea ther permits a pass ing. Such was the case this 
spring and explains why observers in San Diego and 
Los Angeles Counties reported a poor or late migra
tion , while those observers in desert areas to the 
east as in China Lake, Inyoke rn , D eath Valley, and 
the Coachella Vall ey reported fl oods of migrants, 
good, steady fli ghts, and no shortage of birds. In 
summary then: migration of most species of land
b;rcls which normally occurs en masse in late April 
and early May (i. e., Western T anagers, Western W ocd 
Pewees, O live-sided Flycatchers, Swainson's Thrushes, 
and mcst migrant warblers) was poor and late, 
whereas earlier arr ivi ng species (i. e., Vaux's Swifts, 
some swallows, hummingbirds, Turkey Vultures, 
ori oles, and others) were recorded in normal numbers 
and were about normal in time of arriva l. Some spe
cies such as the Swainson's H awks did not seem to 
arrive at all , and most probably for th is diurnal 
migrant of late April , the desert rou te was taken. 
Obviously ,then if one wishes to witness migration in 
progress and encou nter great numbers of migrants 
wi thin a small area, the places to visit in spri ng are 
the various oases of the Coachella Valley, for here 
the birds cong regate regardless of which subsequent 
rou te they fo ll ow. 

Loons th,-ough Pelica11s.-The northward flight of 
loons was light and widely dispersed. The 2000+ 
Western Grebes at Point Sal , Santa Barbara Co. , 
May 26, were late and some of these birds were per
formi ng nupti al courtship (Alma Stultz). Observa
tions on pelagic species were almost ent irely lacki ng 
for the spri ng migration. Two hundred White Peli 
cans were seen fl ying over the Alamo Ri ver de lta in 
the Imperia l Va ll ey, March 1 (W illi am R. Neuss) 
and 10 were still present on Upper Newport Bay. 
April 2 ( Francis Raymond). 

Herom and lbis.-The Snowy and Common Egret 
colony together wi<th ,the Black-crowned Night H erons 
had established a nesting colony of more than 400 
birds near •the south encl of the Salton Sea, June 5 
(WRN, et al.) and more than 250 White-faced Ibis 
had taken up territories in the drowned tamarisk trees 
nearby by that date. Small numbers of White-faced 
Ibis were at Furnace Creek Ranch in D eath Valley 
from April 13 to May l (Roland H . Wauer) and 
were doubtless migrants to the sloughs and marshes 
of the Grea t Basin. 

11'/ate,-fowl.-The mild weather of March and early 
April encouraged the waterfowl to move out of and 
through our Region rather suddenl y as many observ
ers reported the scarci,ty of waterfowl ( especia lly 
ducks ) from mid-April on. Thousands of northbound 
B1ack Brant were seen on Morro Bay in Apri l al
thoug h very few wintered there or on other coastal 
estuari es in southern California. These were no doubt 
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migrants en route north from the coastal lagoons of 
Baja Californi a del Norte (Philip V . Wells). A 
peak of 2025 Canada Geese was reached at the Salton 
Sea N ational Wildlife Refuge in January and repre
sented the largest population recorded there si nce 
195 3 (WRN). A single pair of W ood D ucks was 
present at the Furnace Creek Ranch ponds through 
March and April (RHW) and a male was present 
near Santa Barbara from May 12 until May 24 (J. 
Kittredge). Buffieheads and Ruddy Ducks were re
ported as com mon at Furnace Creek Ranch frcm 
March 10 through April 10 (RHW) and a si ng le 
Buffiehead was at Sweetwater Lake as late as May 30 
(ED.). Most of the wintering scoters had departed 
by the end of March but 3 Common Scoters were 
recorded near Santa Barbara as late as April 20 (JK). 
A few Red-breasted Mergansers were found dead at 
Furnace Creek Ranch, April 4-7, and one was seen to 
be taken by a P rairie Falcon ( RHW). 

Hawks.-The spri ng migra tion of Turkey Vultu res 
was somewhat early as most of the birds passed 
through during the first two weeks of March. Twenty
two California Condors were attracted to bait set out 
for them in the Sespe Refuge on Apri l 24 , and mem
bers of the Cooper Ornithological Society w ho at
tended th is trip were rewarded by some spectacular 
sigh ts. An encouraging number of immaiture birds 
was observed (ED.). Numbers of White-tailed Kites 
reported in the Regio n cont inue to be encouragi ng 
despite the urbani zation of much acreage former ly 
frequented by kites. The spring flight of Swai nson·s 
H awks was either entirely overlooked or the birds 
fo ll owed the alternate routes already described. A few 
lone Swainson·s H awks were noted ear ly in Apr il 
and 25 were seen near the Carrizo Plai ns, March 30 
(Eben McMillan) . A single Ferruginous H awk was 
at Furnace Creek Ranch, April 28, but hawks in gen
era l were reported as scarce in D eath Valley (RHW). 
The only Pigeon H awk reported was a si ngle bird 
near the south end of the Carrizo Plains, March 20 
(EM). A small influx of Spar'row H awks to D eath 
Valley, March 31, was reported. By far the most 
interesting hawk observati on in years was the Zone
tailed Hawk, first seen at F inney Lake in the Im
peria l Valley, April 24 (Los Angeles Audubon Society 
members). What may have been the same individual 
was circling over Cottonwood Springs in Joshua 
Tree National Monument, May 14 (ED., H erbert and 
Olga Clarke). This oasis is abou t 100 miles north of 
Finney Lake. A bird answering its descripti on was 
seen near Cottonwood Springs ( fide J ames Bartel ) 
the previous week. This constitutes the first record for 
southern California away from San Diego County 
and one of the very few records for the sta>te. 

Quail.-Gambel's Qu ail were reported as numerous 
in Morongo Va lley and the Mou ntai n Quail remained 
there until at least March 12 (Merle J. Whitney). 

Cranes through Shorebirds.-Sandhill Cranes in 
very sma ll numbers were still present on the Carrizo 
Plains as late as March 9 (EM). Five Bl ack O yster
catchers were on rocks south of Morro Bay, May 22 
(AS) . In general , numbers of migrant shorebirds 
were about normal for mcst species. A single Whi m
brel was at Furnace Creek Ranch, April 20 (RHW) 



and more than 500 Long-billed Curlews had ga thered 
in a freshly irrigated field near \Xfestmoreland, April 
28 (WRN) . 

Gulls through Alcids.-What remained of the dis
appoi nting flight of Glaucous-wi nged Gulls had de
parted by mid-April. o Laughing Gulls were found 
on their former nesti ng island in the Salton Sea, 
June 5, and it seems certai n that this bird must now 
be deleted from the li st of species that normall y nest 
in California (ED .). A few Bonapa rte's Gulls were 
at the north end of the Salton Sea, May 14 (ED ., 
H C, OC) . One Bl ack-l egged Kitti wake remained at 
Malibu Lagoon until at least .i\fay 14 (Ernest J . \Xf i l
loughby). No Sabine's Gulls were reported , but this 
was doubtless due to lack of pelagic observations this 
spring. This was most regrettable si nce southern Cali
fornia is noted fo r its pelagic birdlife, yet very few 
took advantage of this fact to make spri ng observa
ti ons this year. Some 40 pairs of Gull-billed Terns 
had taken up residence on their nesti ng island in the 

al ton Sea, June 5 (ED.) . Royal Terns nes ted for the 
second year at the Salt W orks near south San Diego 
Bay and were joi ned by abou t 30 pairs of El egant 
Terns. Very few Black T erns were reported during 
the spring, and althoug h they norma ll y occur at Ramer 
Lake in the Imperia l Valley in large numbers, very 
few were noted. More than 100 Pigeon Guil lemots 
were nesti ng on the cliffs sou th of M orro Bay, May 
22 (AS) . 

Swifts, Hummingbirds. lf" oodpeckers.- The mai n 
flight of Vaux ·s Swifts passed through duri ng April 
22-28 and on those cloudy days, many hundreds could 
be seen flying quite low to the grou nd. An errati c 
Vaux 's Swift was seen flying south over downtown 
Los Angeles , May 26 (ED .) . No Bl ack Swifts were 
reported. Al len's Hummingbi rds were first reported in 
migrati on, Feb. 2, from Morro Bay (AS) . The main 
fli ght of Rufous Humm ingbi rds came through in late 
March, but migrants were reported as early as March 
5 from Loma Linda (MJW) and March 4 from Santa 
Barbara (JK). The other species of hummingbirds 
appeared abou t as usual. A Broad-tai led Hum ming
bird was seen near Scotty's Castle, D ea th Val ley, 
April 23 (RHW). Both 1 uttall 's and Ladder-backed 
W oodpeckers occur in Morongo Valley (MJW) . 

Passeri11 e Landbirds ( gene,-" /) .-Migration of spe
cies that normally arri ve prior to the end of April 
was ea rl y, owi ng perhaps to the mildness of the wi n
ter. Scme other species that normally arri ve toward 
the end of April were delayed in their movement 
through the Region or chose alternate routes . 

Flycatchei-s, Sw" llows.-Ash-th roated Flycatchers, 
Western Wood Pewees, Oli ve-sided Flycatchers, and 
certai n Empidonax ( sp.) were reduced in numbers 
and were late in arriva l. Western Fl ycatchers, on the 
other hand, were earl y. W estern K ingbirds arr ived at 
about their normal times. Various species of Empi
donax were ci ted as abundant in desert areas (as 
at D ea th Valley ) and somewhat early there. An Oli ve
sided Flycatcher was at Furnace Creek Ranch, May 8, 
and another at D ante's View, D eath Vall ey National 
Monument, May 22. These birds consti tuted the ninth 

and tenth records for the Monument since 189 l ( and 
all have occurred between May 8 and 23- RHW) . 
Three pairs of Vermi lion Flycatchers were present at 
Covington Park in Morongo Valley from at least 
March 13 to May 15. In the San D iego area, at least 
9 young Vermi lion Flycatchers were successfu ll y 
raised from a minimum of two pairs of birds at the 
San D iego N ava l H ospita l; more details will fo ll ow 
in the Nesting Season report ( Leon L. Gardner) . 
Another pair was reported to have nes ted nea r Cathe
dra l City ( D on Bl eitz ) . Swallows were somewhat 
down in numbers , and were especially so in the San 
Bernardi no Vall ey. More than 100 nests of Cliff Swal
lows were fou nd 0 11 the trnnk of a large eucalyptus 
tree in Corralillos Canyon, San Luis Obispo Co. 
(AS). Purple Martins were reported as more nu me r
ous th is season. 

Thr as hers, 1/1/" xwin gs, St"rli11gs.-A Crissal 
Thrasher was fou nd just sou th of Joshua Tree, Apri l 
9 (MJW) . Cedar Waxwings, which arri ved some
what late in the winter, lingered well into the spring 
season and large flocks were still present during the 
last week of May. Starlings were widely reported 
from the Imperial Vall ey, San D iego, San Gabriel 
Vall ey, and the Los Angeles area. The upward trend 
of their nu mbers as breedi ng birds in southern Cali
forn ia conti nued as more and more nesti ngs are re
ported each yea r. At first (just 7 yea rs ago) their 
status here was that of a wi nter vi sitant, but after 
the first nest was discovered in southern California 
two years ago their status has changed to that of 
permanent res ident. 

1/1/ " rblers, Orioles.-The warbler migraticn was 
entirely disappointing as nu mbers were low, the birds 
were late, and almost no interesting species were re
ported. A singing male Parula W arbler was found 
at Fallswale ( elev. 6200 ft. in the San Bernardino 
Mountains) , June 14 (John D . Goodman ) . A sing
ing male MacGillivray's Warbler was fou n::l in Mill 
Creek Canyon, June 10, and 2 singing male Nash
vi lle W arbl ers were fou nd in the same area on June 
15 (JD G). These observations are most interesting 
as they may possibly indica te terri toria lity in the an 
Bernardi no Mountains. Both H ooded and Bullock 's 
Ori oles were somewhat ear ly in arri val , but the Scott's 
Ori oles arrived about as usual. 

T (I/lagers. Grosbeaks, Goldfi nches, Sparrows.
Western T anagers were ve ry late and numbers of 
them cc ul d be found movi ng through desert areas 
duri ng the third week of May ( Frank Litt le ). A 
fl ock of 15+ Evening Grosbeaks was found at 4200 
ft. elevation in Mill Creek Canyon, May 10 (JD G). 
A Cardinal was reported from Whitewater Canyon, 
May 7 (VE, Unger, fide MJW); they are quite un
usual away from the San Gabri el Ri ver and the Rio 
H ondo. Black-headed G rosbeaks were early and Law
rence's Goldfinches were reported as pl entiful in the 
Morongo Val ley (MJW) . White-crow ned and Gold
en-crowned Sparrows began to leave the Region du r
ing the first week of April and none were reported 
after April 29.-ARNOLD SMALL, 3028 C<1vend.'sh 
Drit •:- . Los A:1g:-les 64. Ct1li.' . 
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