
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN
TAIN REGION.-This summer was hot and dry 
for almost the entire Region. Only the Rockies just 

\\'eSt of Dem·er JiJ not complain of the drought. In 
most of central anJ northern \\''yoming it has been 
the driest summer on record anJ a,·erage temperatures 
ha,·e been high. The effect lln hirJlife has prnhahly 
been minimal. because no great waterfowl hreeJin.c: 
area here is Jependent on current precipitation. and 
landhirds Jon't fluctuate \\'ith r,1infoll. Out in the 
Great Basin. where precipitation makes so much ,lif
ference in \\'aterfowl production. it was the snowfall 
last \\'inter that prnJuced the water for this summer. 
The Great Basin hig breeding areas such as Klamath. 
;-.[,dheur. lle,u Ri,·er l\larshes. Still\\'ater. and Ruby 
Lakes depen,I on the snowfall in the mountains loc;I 
to these reiuges. The refuges themsel,es .ue in ex
tremely ,uiJ country anJ the mountain ranges on 
"·hich they depend are ,·ery dry with 1·ariable anJ 
intermittent winter Sntl\\'S. 

Homed Grebes.-Horned Grebes are continuing to 
breed at Malheur in dry eastern Oregon, and the num
bers are increasing. They were first found breeJing 
there in 1958 (Marshall). 

ll"hi1e Pt!lic.111.r.-There were still 12.000 on Mal
heur eating carp on Au,1.:. 12. \\''ith winds. pelicans. 
drought. and some poison the carp numbers in that 
area are rapidly diminishing so waterfowl fooJ will 
ha,e a chance to come hack if there is any water. At 
present there is almost no water (;-.larshall). 

Tr11111/>c!tr Su·.111.r.-The Trumpeters did not Jo 
well in this Region this season. Of 20 Trumpeters 
present only 2 nests \\'ere found at Ruby Lakes in 
central Ne,·aJa anJ only _', cygnets were present to 
date (D. A. Pierce, for Clair Aldous). On Flat 
Creek in the National Elk Refuge at Jackson in west
ern \\'fyoming no cygnets appeareJ from _, nests 
(Greenwalt). Only 2 nests were found at Malheur, 
but the results are not known yet. 

c��sl!, Duck.r.-T\\'O immature flightless Snow
Geese with a flightless adult were found on July 8 
at i\lalheur ( Marshal I). This remarkable record may 
be the first nestint: of the Snow Goose out of the 
Arctic The youn,1.:' \\'ere captureJ and photographed. 
At Ruby Lakes in central Ne,·aJa the water level is 
extremely low and duck production was about 20 per 
cent less than last year. Their 70 pairs of CanaJa 
Geese raised onlr 2.6 birJs per pair. Althou,gh i\lal
heur Lake has almost drieJ up. the Blitzen River had 
good \\'ater. anJ since the waterfo\\'I breed mostly 
along the ri,·er. proJuction \\'as normal. 

At Be.tr Ri,·er ;-.!arshes on the north end of the 
Great Salt Lake. in spite of the low water leq:-J, 
\\'aterfowl production was good. being 15 per cent 
greater than last \'ear. The Gadwall is the most 
�ommon nesting bird with the Redhead next. The 
Redhead has been increasing tremen,lously. The fall 
huilcl-up began ,·ery e,uly at Bear River and there 
were 28.000 RedheaJs hy July 11. By Aug. I 5 there 
were 1 'i7.000 Pint.1ils. which is a little lo\\' com
pared \\'ith the fi1·e-ye,lf aw rage ( l\lan·in P. Duncan). 

At Still\\'ater Refu,ge in \\'estern Ne1·ada the \\'ater 
!e,·el was low to start \\'ith anJ rapiJly Jried up so 
that waterfowl production was 332'i rnmpared with 
20.691 last year. Diving ducks were most affected. 
The ,1Jult birJs wen: present but with their habitat 
Jryin,t: up they diJ not nest (Kiger).

The Klamath Basin reported a total increase of Mi 
per cent in ducks mer last year. a very poor year. 
Ho\\·ever. production is still 28 per cent below the 
1-i,·e-year a\'er,tge. Mi,1.:rant Jucks were coming into 
the Klamath Basin in numbers hy July .1' ( Bob 
Abney). 

H,111·k..-.-Nothing remarkable to note. except that 
Ernest Gre<:n\\'alt found "Red-tailed and Swainson·s 
Hawks parked their young on hams and poles on 
the east fringes of the National Elk Refuge at Jack
son, close to the l.Hge ground sguirrel colony and 
helped curt,1il the abunJant supply of these roJents." 

S.111dhill Cr.111c<.-ln addition to Malheur. Ruby
Lakes in central Nevada is another large breeding 
ground of this species in the Gre,1t Basin. There were 
200 S,inJhills at Ruby Lakes this season (D. A. 
Pierce). 
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Ph.tl.1ro/ie.r.-Northern Phalaropes are com111on mi
grants in the Great Basin. Gleb Kashin reported 
thousands of them on the Great Salt lake. Aug. 11. 
At Stillwater, in western Nevada. about one-third of 
the 111i,"rating phalaropes are Northern (Kiger). The 
rest are Wilson's, of course. 

Gul/s.-The 1957-1958 overflow of i\lalheur has 
left a Harney Lake which is drying up 111ore slowly 
than Malheur itself. This 111ade conditions on Harney 
Like ideal for gulls, with snull fish more a,,1ilable 
in the diminishing lake. There \\·ere 50.000 gulls this 
seas,,n-a mixture of California and Ring-billed. The 
California Gulls had a successful breeding season. 
with l000 nests (Marshall). 

Su·i/1.r.-A pair of Black Swifts (presumably 
breeding birds) were noted by Sidne}' Hyde on July 
16 in the canyon of the Gunnison. :',5 miles below 
Gunnison on the western slope of Colorado. The 
Black Swift is almost certainly a regular breeder in 
the rnnyon of the Gunnison. 

f-!fl11t111i11gbirds.-1Irs. Crews in the mes,1 country 
of western Colorado at Hotchkiss is having her usual 
summer influx of hummers and feeding about a pint 
of syrup a day. She has Black-chinned. Calliope, 
Broad-tailed. and Rufous steadily. In 1954 and again 
on Aug. 13th 6 birds that fit the description of male 
Allen·s appeared. This should be too far east and 
north for this bird. but western Colorado with its 
different cli111ate is as little known ornithologically as 
is any part of the Vnited Staks. 

Vireos.-Gleb Kashin had singing (Plu111beous) 

Solitary Vireos at Half Moon Lake in  the \X1ind River 
Mountains of western Wyoming in July. 

Br,b()/i11ks.-The distribution of the Bobolink is 
somewhat spotty in this area. L. M. Baylor found 
the111 breeding at Fort Hall Indian Reservation in 
SPuthern Idaho near Pocatello on June 12. 

Orioil!s.-C. H. Baer and Harold Hult in the last 

week of .May and the first of June identified a Scott's 

Oriole on the south rim of the Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison. This is the first record for the state of 
Colorado. 

Gm.rbe,iks.-There are numerous reports of Blue 
Grnsbeaks from Grand Junction in western Colorado. 
i\lrs. Gustafson of that area reported 2 breeding pairs 
near her home. A Blue Grosbeak also showed up just 
west of Casper in central Wyoming on July 9 (OKS). 
-DR. Ouvrn K. ScoTT, .:/37 E. 13th St., C.1.r/>er. 
ir·r(). 
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