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SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.-The 
continued drought of the winter of 1959-60 precluded 
a disastrous dry summer in 1960. This prediction was 

borne out during a summer season marked by holo
caustal fires in the tinder-dry chaparral of the southern 
California ranges and in the Ponderosa Pine belt of 
the higher southern mountains and the Sierra Nevada. 
Happily these fires struck well after the peak of the 
nesting season (which commences in southern Califor
nia even as early as January for some species). No 
precipitation was recorded after mid-May and except 
for a series of late summer thunderstorms over the 
eastern deserts and the higher portions of the San 
Bernardinos, the weather held fair and hot as it was 
dominated by the usual summer hig,h pressure area 
over the Great Basin and deserts to the east. Santa 
Ana conditions prevailed during much of June and 
July when hot, dry desert winds swept through the 
passes to the north and east and paved the way for 
the disastrous fires of July. Temperatures during June 
were about normal but July brought a heat wave, 
which sent temperatures soaring ( with a high of 
112° F. reached at Reseda in the San Fernando Valley
during mid-July) even in coastal areas. The largest 
lire of the season consumed more than 120,000 acres 



of brush on the south slopes of the San Gabriel ;\foun
tains in late July, and smaller fires sprang up through
out simil,ir areas just about as quickly as others were 
controlled. The thunderstorms of mid- and late August 
added further to the danger as more than 2000 fires 
of various sizes \\'ere attributed to lightning. Some 
relief fwm the hot dry weather came in late August, 
when storms off the Baja California coast brought 
higher humidity and lower temperatures to the coastal 
portions of the Rei.:ion. The nesting season was about 
normal with a few interesting de,·elopments. 

Loo11J. Grobes. Pelic.m.r. Pel,1gic Birdr.-Very few 
loons were noted in coastal waters during the summer 
months. ,ind \X' es tern Grebes likewise were scarce 
with but J ft\\' individuals reported. Small numbers 
of Eared Grebes remained on the Salton Sea through
out the summer. Nesting of Pied-billed Grebes ,�·as 
somewhat better than last rear. As expected, Brown 
Pelicans were rare immediately near the coast during 
the summer months. but their nesting colonies on the 
offshore islands were well-populated. Twenty-one 
White Pelicans were noted on Morro Bay. July U 
(J. Kittredge) but they appeared not to have estab
lished a nesting colony anywhere in the Region again 
this year. During a fi,·e-day circuit of the channel 
islands ( Santa Catalina, Santa Barbara. Santa Rosa. 
and Santa Cruz), Aug. 20-2�. G. Shumway Suffel had 
an excellent llpportunity to census the summering 
pelagic species in these waters. He reported a maxi
mum of on\\· ,1bout 20 Sooty Shearwaters. � Pink
footed Shearw,tters. and a fine concentration of more 
than 2011 11.tnx She.uwaters. The latter species was 
seen in such numbers ne,1r Santa Barbara. Au,.:. 2:,. 
He repurted ,1t must seeing about 20 Black Petrels, 
hut Ashy Petrels were "common" (as about 50 were 
seen within 20 mi \es of Santa Cruz Island and be
tween S,rnta Barbara Island and Santa Rosa Island). 

H,-ro11.r. Exrds. Ibi.res.-The large rookery of Snowy 
E,.:rets with lesser numbers of Black-crowned Night 
Herons at the mouth of the Alamo Ri,·er at the south 
end of the S.dton Sea h,1d a successful season. The 
largt rookery (numbering abuut 100 pairs) of \X'hite
faced Ibis ne.u there likewise met with success as a 
l.1rge number of young were brought to flying stage.
A small number (about 60) of Wood Ibis again
su111111tred in the Imperial Valley, anJ this group was
seen near the mouth of the Alamo River on July �
(E. A. Albertson). 

11''.iterfou·I.-\X'hat were probably tarly migrant 
Pintails increased from 27 on Aug. 20 to more than 
70 on Aug. 27 at Goleta (JK). Fulrnus Tree Ducks 
wtre much reduced in numbers nn Ramer Lake in the 
Imperial V,tlley and they haJ a poor nesting season. 
This species is approaching the critical status in Cali
fornia. nwin;: primarily tn depletion of nesting habitat. 
The only summering scnters reported were a few 
single indi,·iduals along the mast near l\Ialibu (ED.) 
and two ,·en- srn.ill flocks near Santa Rosa Island. Aug. 
22 (GSS). 

Kik.r .wd H.,u·k . .-.-Nesting <lf the \X'hite-tailed 
Kites was not as successful as hoptd and a number 
of nests under close observation were abandoned be
fore young could be raised. In all cases this was due 
to harassment by crows. Only one Bald Eagle was 

found by Suffel in his circuit of the Channel Islands. 
and that one on Santa Barbara Island. An Osprey th.it 
was probably a migrnnt flew south over l\lount \X'ilson 
on Aug. 2, (Leo Best). 

Shorebird.r.-Usua\ numbers of non-breeding sum
m�r shorebirds were prestnt at suitable locations. an,l 
southbound migrants be,1.:an appearing in early 
August. \X'hat must have been non-breeding Black 
Tu;nstones were present at Goleta. July ',O (-1) (JK): 
l\lalibu Ligoon, Aug. 7 (8) (Eo.): S1'lta Rt'sa Island, 
Aug. 22 (20+) and Santa Cruz Island. Aug. 2, ( 4) 
( GSS). A single Wandering Tattler was at Goleta, 
July 28-Aug. 6 (JK): and during Aug. 20-2-:i. 2 were 
at Santa Catalina JslanJ, 4 were at Santa Rosa Island, 
and 6 were at Santa Cruz Island ( GSS). Three Pec
toral Sandpipers were at Goleta. Aug. I', (JK). Am. 
Avocets and Black-ntcktd Stilts had a successful nest
ing season at San Ditgo Bay. south end of the Salton 
Sea, and for the latter species. at Bolsa Chica. ]\fore 
than 2500 Northern Phalaropes had gathered on the 
salt-evaporating ponds of l.,'pper Newport Bay by 
the first week of August. but only about a duzen 
\X'i\sun·s Phalaropes were with them. Se,·eral thousand 
Red Phalarnpes wtrt seen in the waters near the east 
end nf Santa Cruz Island. Aug. 2_'\ ( GSS). 

,T.1eger.r. Gull.r. Terns. ,i./cids.-Jaegers began ap
pearing nff our coast in mid-August, but only in \"try 
small numbers. Small numbers of Bonaparte's Gulls 
were present coastwise throughout the summer. and an 
extra-seasonal Glaurnus-winged Gull was seen cff Seal 
Beach. Aug. 24 ( GSS). The Elegant Terns appar
ent! )' neste,l for the second year at the Salt \X'nrks 
near South San Diego Bay: eggs and young were 
found. but no report was recei,·ed of the success of 
the nesting effort. During the 19�9 season it will be 
recalled. no young were reared because of destruction 
of the nests. The m>rthward flight of Eleg,1nt Terns 
was somewhat later and lighter than last year. The 
first birds wert nottd at Malibu Lagoon, Aug 8 (Eo.) 
but only cl were present. On that date about 50 were 
counted at Point 1\[ugu marshes and more than 200 at 
the mouth of the Santa Clara River. Ventura Co. 
Especially interesting was the second successi,·e suc
cessful nesting of the Royal Terns in California. Some 
_,o+ nests were found at the Salt Works near Smith 
San Diego Bay during late 1\fay and by the second 
week of June many young Royal Terns were flying 
with the adults. The Elegant Terns there had eggs in 
the nest during late J\Iay. Caspian and Least Terns at 
this excellent colony also had a ,·ery successful nesting. 
More than 30 pair, of Pigenn Guillemots were found 
nesting in a sea ca,·e at S,inta Cruz Island during early 
August (Don Bleitz) and a few Tufted Putiins were 
seen off Santa Rosa Island as well. Small numbers of 
Pigeon Guillenrnts nested on the coastal sea-cliffs near 
J\f:1rro Bay (Alma Stultz). but only 1 was found near 
Santa Barbara Island, Aug. 21 (GSS). A single Tufted 
Putnn was also near Sant.1 Barbara Island. Aug. 22. 
and small numbers certainly must still nest on these 
outer Channel Islands. They were reported as having 
nested recently on Prince Island off Santa Rosa Island 
by Bleitz. Two Xantus· 1\lurrelets were also found by 
Suffel off Santa Cruz Island. Aug. 23. 

Su,ifts. H11mmi11gbi1·ds, Jl"oodpeckers.-\'<lho can 
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txplain the roosting of Vaux·s Swifts in some of tht 
tall bui!Jings of Jowntown San Diego during the 
summer' They were reporteJ hy John Bishop anJ 
others Juring J\fay anJ June. but no nests were found. 
Mi,l(rant southbound Rufous and Allen's Humming
birds began to appear in lowlands during late July, 
hut the mountain meadows usually frequented by the 
migrant Rufous during the summer were largely 
flowerless. Nesting of White-headed Woodpeckers. 
Red-shafteJ Flickers, Yellow-bellied (Red-breasted) 
Sapsucktrs. and Arnrn \X'oodpeckers was repl>rted as 
good, but Williamson's S,ipsucktrs were ditiicult to 
find. 

Fl,rc,11ch,·1.r, Stc.illowr.-For the most part, nesting 
success of landbirds w,is about as can bt expected 
durin,l( a dry summer. Ft\\· second broods were re
ported anJ water \\·as hard to find in tht mountain 
areas. Two Ash-throated Flycatchers were found on a 
bleak. treeless islet of the Santa Barbara Islands. Aug. 
21 ( GSS). Dr. Leon L. Gardner of San Diego who 
has been following the progress of Vermilion Fly
catchers at the San Diego Na,·al Hospital ,·err closely 
for the past three years reported that as of June 1 
this year 2-1 young Vermilions had been reared suc
cessfully in his study area. At this writing two nests 
were still under obsen·ation. Although various pairs 
of Vermilion Flycatchers had been displaced by urban 
deYelopment in San Diego. this bird still continues to 
maintain a foothold there nn the Pacific coast. Purple 
J\lartins again successfully nested at In·ine Park and 

near Charltun Flats in the San Gabriel Mountains. 
j.,;s, Thmshes.-A snrnll flock of Pinon Jays re

m:iined throughout the summer near Big Bear City in 
the S:in Bernardino Mountains. No increase was 
found in the number of nesting Rnbins within the 
city of Los Angeles although a steady but slow 
increase in their numbers !us been nl>te,I in the past. 

S1.1rli11.�.r. ]l",1xu·i11g.r.-.\lore Starlings than t:Ytr 
were noted in the Region Juring the nesting period 
ancl more than a dozen nest sites were looted cll>se 
tc• Los Angeles. For the first time thc·r were actually 
recrnded within sid1t of the P,Kific Ocean as .j adults 
"'ith 2 juYeniles • wert sten at J\larindand of the 
P,1cific on the Pains Verdes peninsula. June JO 
( Ho\\'ard L. C<>gs\\'ell). Small flocks of Cedar \X'ax
wings lingered ,·ery Lite into the ntstin,c: se,1son. and 
the latest yet reported \\·as a group of 20+ in Pasa
dena. June -J ( GSS). 

11".,,-bla.r. T.111.1g,r.r.-Small flocks llf migrant war
blers \\'ere reported from the San Gabriel Mountains 
,luring mid-August and nn nests of the sin,l(ing Mac
Gillivray·s and Nash,·ille \X'arblers \\'ert: located in the 
San Bernardino Mountains near Mill Creek Canyon. 
i\lales of these species \\'ere reported by John Good
m,rn as sin,ging in late ,\lay. but these birds are not 
known to nest this far south. Small groups of \X'estern 
T,inagers began appearing in the lowlands in late 
Au.gust near Santa Barbara.-ARNOI.D SMALL. 30:!R 
C.11,·11di.d, Dri1 "· Lor ,-i,,_�, ft.1 6-i. C.ilif.
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