
SOUTHWEST REGION.-The spring was extreme 
ly dry in aJI of Arizona and in western New Mexico. 
Only north-central New Mexico reported normal, o,! 

,COLO., 

M � E X 

slightly above normal, precipitation. Apr-ii tempera
tures were nearly normal, with May considerably 
cooler than usual, especialiy in western Arizona. 
Spring is always windy in the Southwest, but this 
year it was unusually so. 

Range conditions in southeastern Arizona were 
termed the poorest in 30 years, and stream Bows 
throughout the state were deficient. Spring annual 
growth was almost lacking in the Region, but a 
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good crop of seeds was in the making on mcs t 
desert perenn ia ls, notabl y the M esquite and Palo 
Verde. 

G,-ebes, Comio,-a11ts.-A Least G rebe was carefu ll y 
ident ifi ed at Roosevelt Lake, Ari z. , April 16 ( ey
mour H . & J im Levy ) . A W estern Grebe was fo und 
near K ingman, Ariz., April 18 {Bil l Musgrove ) . As 
far as is know n, the onl y D ouble-crested Cormorant 
nes ting co lonies in the Region were the ones at 
Bosq ue de! Apache at ' ! \Xf il d li fe Refuge, Socorro 
Co., N. Mex., where there were about 25 nests 
{Merl e 0 . Bennett ) , and at H avasu Lake Nat"! W ild
life Refuge, Ariz.-Cali f. , w here 85 nes ts were re
ported {Charles R. D arli ng ) . 

1-le,·011s, l bises.-A matu re Little Blue H eron was 
observed at Bitter Lake Nat"! W ild life Refuge, Ros
we ll , 1. Mex. , May 25 ( Russe ll Clapper ) . Fewer 
than l 5 Common Egrets were at H avasu Lake Refu ge 
dur ing the period (CRD) . T he nest ing co lony on 
fmperial at'! W ild life Refuge, A riz.-Cali f. , con
tai ned 38 nes ts, and there was a smaller colony along 
the Cali fo rnia side of the Colorado Ri ve r abo ut 1 
mi le below Imperi al D am (Gale M onson). A Least 
Bittern was noted near Kingman, May 5 (Mu sgrove ) , 
and I was fo und 2 m iles north of M esa, Ariz ., May 
16 { Cal Roya ll) . White-faced Ibis were seen often in 
May in the Phoenix, Ariz., area (CR) . 

11" ate,jowl.-Seven Canada Geese were observed 
nea r K ingman, April 5 (Musgrove ). A Snow Goose 
frate rn izi ng wi th w hite domes tic ducks at a ranch 
pond nea r oga les, A riz. si nce last fa ll was st ill 
the re on May 31 ( Bill H arri son) . T wo immature 
Snows were seen at Bitter Lake Refuge, A pril 17 
(RC) . In the El Paso, Tex. area 2 were seen below 
town a long the Rio G rande, April 21 (Robert Row) , 
and 1 was fou nd at T ornill o, May 3 (Mary Belle 
Keefer ) . Four Bl ack-bell ied T ree Du cks were obse rved 
at Ri ver Ranch, on the Sal t River nea r Phcenix , May 
l l ( Mary L. Bonnewell, et ,ti.) and May 13 {Liscum 
D iven) . A lone Fulvous Tree Duck at Bit ter Lake 
Refu ge, M ay 3 1 (RC, Ves ter M ontgomery ) may be 
the first for N ew Mexico. A male W ood Duck was 
observed at Riverside, near Espanola, N . M ex., April 
30 {L. G . H awkins, J ames T ravis ) . An influx of 
Red heads was noted at Havasu Lake Refuge in ea rly 
April , w hen about 100 were present (CRD) . A 
Hooded Merganser was seen near Las Vegas, N . Mex. 
in ea rl y Apri l {El mer Schooley ) . 

Hatl'ks.-A female G oshawk was fo und on the 
north side of Mt. Lemmon, Santa Catalina Mountai ns , 
Ari z., in alpine fi r forest , May 20 (Joe T . Marshall , 
Jr.) . A Sharp-shinned H awk seen near San X av ier 
Mi ssi on, Ariz. from May 22 to 25 (]TM) was un
usuall y late. A Swai nson's H awk was soar ing over 
the Agua Fria channel east of Litchfield Park, A riz. , 
May 19 {CR) . An Osprey was observed near River
side, May 6 (James & Mary lou Travis) . Sing le Pere
_g rine Falcons were seen at Bitter Lake Refuge, April 
13 {RC) and near San X avier Mission, Apr il 14 
(]TM) . 

Cranes, Rails.-Three Sandhi ll Cranes on the Bosque 
Refuge, April 8, were thought to be migrants (MOB) . 
A Clapper Rail was observed feed ing in open brush 
ad jacent to a sma ll stream on the Ari zona si de of 
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the Imperial Refuge about 20 miles above Imper ia l 
D am, May 8 (GM) . 

Sho,-ebirds.-An Am . G olden Plover was identified 
at Santa Fe, N. Mex. , May 7 (Leon A. \Xf iard ) . Two 
Black- bellied P lover were present at Bitter Lake 
Refuge, May 22 (RC ) . A Common Snipe at Havasu 
Lake Refuge, May 8 ( CRD) was un usually late. A 
dow itcher about 1 mile above Imperia l D am on the 
Imperi al Refuge, May 10 (GM ) , and 2 at Ri ve r 
Ranch near Phoenix, May 13 (LD) , were also un
usuall y late. A Marbl ed Godw it was seen on the 
Bosque Refuge, March 2 ( Barbara McKn ight, MOB) . 

T em s.-More than 200 Forster's T erns were a t 
Havasu Lake Refuge, April 25 (CRD) . Fourteen 
Black Terns at T opock, A riz., on the H avasu Lake 
Refuge, A pril 12 ( CRD) were ex tremely ea rl y. About 
500 were present near Las Vegas, May 29 (ES) . 

D oves, Cuckoos, Owls.-T wo Wh ite-wi nged D oves 
were seen at El Paso on the unusual ly ea rly date of 
April 9, and si ng les were noted there on May 6 and 
28 (LuVenia Arnold ) . A Yell ow-billed Cuckoo was 
observed at Cedar Crest, Bernalill o Co., N . Mex., 
May 28 (McKnig ht) . The Burrowing Owl was re
ported as plentiful a t Santa Fe (LAW) . 

Swifts, Hummiugbi,-ds.-Several Vaux's Sw ifts were 
seen wi th Rough-winged Swa llows over Potrero Creek, 
near N ogales, May 13 (BH) , and 5 were seen near 
Red Rock, P inal Co. , Ariz., the foll owing day (SHL) . 
T wo Call iope Hu mm ingbirds were identified in the 
area eas t of T u le W ell , on the Cabeza Pr ieta Game 
Range, Yu ma Co. , Ar iz., Apri l 12 (Luther C. Gold
man, G M ). 

K ingfishe.-s.-A Belted K ingfisher was flushed from 
a large Pa lo Verde east of Tule W ell , Cabeza Pr ieta 
Game Range, near ly 50 miles frcm the neares t fish 
inhabited wate r, A pril 12 (LCG, GM) . Two were 
seen near K ingman, May l 2 (Musgrove ) . 

Woodpeckers .- A Yell ow-shafted Fl icker was ca re
full y identified at Centra l, G rant Co. , N . Mex ., Apri l 
15 (Dillon Stone, fide D ale A. Z immerman) . T wo 
G ila W oodpeckers were fo und throughout the period 
(DAZ) , at Mangus Springs, 14 miles west of Silver 
City, N . Mex. Three Acorn W oodpeckers were ob
served in Guadal upe Canyon of the Guadal upe Moun
tai ns in ex treme outheas tern Arizona, May 28 (James 
T . Bia lac, SHL) . Wintering Lewis' W oodpeckers 
li ngered unusua lly late in some localiti es: 1 at Mesa, 
April 27 (CR) , 1 or 2 in the Tumacacori M ountains, 
Santa Cruz Co. , Ariz ., April 28 and 29 (Fl orence 
Thornburg ) , and 2 along the Rio Grande in N ew 
Mexico nea r Canutill o, T ex., May 14 and 16 (MBK, 
et al.) . A H airy W ood pecker was noted at Radiu m 
Springs, D ona Ana Co., N . Mex. , May 6 (RR). 

Flycatchers.-Two Eastern Kingbirds were present 
at Bitter Lake Refu ge, May 19 (RC) . A Scissor
tai led Flyca tcher was observed at Fabens, El Paso Co. , 
Tex., A pril 23 (MBK) . An Eastern Phoebe was 
reported from Quitobaqu ito, Organ Pipe Cactus at'! 
Monu ment, Ari z., Apri l 6 (Alice W illiams). A Coues· 
Flyca tcher was ca refull y identified in N ew Mexico 
near Canutill o, T ex. , April 15 a nd 16 (L VA, et al.) . 

Swallows.-Barn Swallows were nesting in the 
town of N ogales, as were about 20 at a nearby ra nch 
headquarters ( BH). A Purpl e Martin was seen on 



the P<::tritied Forest Nat ° ! 1'1unu111tnt. Ariz .. May 5 
( Norman Messinger). 

f.1.J.r. J\,'111cr.1ck€r.r.-Su111e Stelltr's Jays \\'tre ling<::r
ini-: aft<::r the winter's spectacular flii-:ht into the low
lands: the I.1st one was seen at Silver City, April 20 

DAZ): 1 north of Litchtiel,I Park was seen rcbbini-: 
ei-:i-:s from ,1 House Sparrow's nest, April 20 (CR): 
l "·as seen ,it the Tucson i\lount.iins. Ariz .. i\fay I
(JL): and the species was still present in Glcbe.
Ariz., i\lay 22 ( Betty Jackson). A fl<'ck uf about
'iO Piiion Jays was c•n the PttritieJ Forest i\lonu111ent
about i\lar 23 (Ni\!). A Clark·s Nutcr,icker was nott:,I 
in tht: Rinwn i\lount,iins, Pi111a C<1 .. Ariz .. i\by 20
(George Olin, Jide FT).

.\'111h.11chu.-Left m·er fru111 last fall ,ind winter's 
flight into thc lowlands wert 1 Red-breasted Nut
hatch at Encanto Park. Phoenix. April ..j (,\!LB). an,! 
2 at El Paso. April l2 (LVA). 

Thn1Jhe.r.-A Robin was still present near Pata
,i.:onia, Ariz .. June 1 (FT). A Swainsons' Thrush was 
identified in New i\lexirn near Canutillo. Tex .. i\lay 
28 (Li!Lt Thomas). 

Pif,il.r. Ph.1i110/7epl.1.r.-Three Spra,i.:ue·s Pipits were 
seen at Abelardo Rcdri1:utz Dam. Hermosillo. Sorn,ra. 
Mexico, April 5 ( LCG). There "·ere many Phaino
peplas in the Nogales and Patagonia areas in i\lay. 
at which time they art usual Ir absent ( BH. FT). 

S1.1rliu.�.r. I' ir"os.-Ju\'enile Starlin,1,:s were nuteJ 
t:ut nf their nests at Litchfield Park, April 20 to 
27 (CR). A Gray Vireo was seen in the Tucson 
Mountains, April 3 (DAZ). and the species was still 
present ( 3 seen) in the area of Kirn, Bay. St'nora. 
April 7 (Gi\l). 

ll"ood 11",ll'hlcr.r.-An Orange-crowned \X'arbltr 
on the Ariwna siJt of the l111perial Refuge about 20 
miles abll,·t Jmperia I D,1111. i\lay 29. was ,·ery latt 
(Gi\l). An Oli,·e \X'arbler·s nest was being built in 
the Santa Catalina i\lount,1ins. April 29 ( Bill George). 
A male ;\lntlt \X'arbler was seen near Sih·er City. 
April 22 (DAZ). An Audubon's \,'arbler w,is still 
present at Pata,.:onia. J\lay 28 ( BH). A Townsend's 
\X'arbler ,it Horst Tank in the Castle Dc111<: i\l<'un
tains, Koia Game Range. Yuma Co., Ariz .. April 1-i 
(LCG, GM). was 1ery early. An adult male Blackpoll
Warbler seen near i\fangus Sprin,c:s. west of SilYtr 
Cit)'. April 29 (DAZ). was possibly the first one seen 
in New Mexico. if one discounts the olJ record of 
Dr. T. C. Henrr. A Northern \Vaterthrush \\'JS found 
at Santa Fe, i\,fay 6 (LAW). A pair of i\lacGillinay·s 
\1(Tarblers was seen carrying nest material near Muoney 
Falls in Ha,·asu Canyon, Coconino Ci .. Ariz., i\lay 
21 to 26 ( i\!LB). Two Yellu\\'thrnats were sin,i.:ing 
in a field of seed su,i.:ar beets west of Phoenix. April 
2� (CR). A female Fan-tailed Warbler w,is taken 
at Baker Springs in Baker Canron of the Guadalupe 
,\lountains. i\lay 28 (SHL) for the first United States 
,rnd Arizona records. An A111. Redstart was present in 
New i\lexirn near Canutillo, Tex. frc111 i\lay 16 to 2t'i 
(.\!BK, ,I .tf.). 

Bl.1Ckbird.r, Ori,1/u.-Eight to 12 thuusanJ Yellow
headed Blackbirds were musting near Mesa unti I 
April .,O. after \\'hich Jate they dropped to only about 
10 on I\·lay 27 (CR). A Hocded Ori,,le was seen in 
El Paso. i\lay· ..j and 21. for ,1 first locality record (Nell 

Johnson). A ftw were seen :n the Sih·tr Citr uea 
in May, including a frn1ale \\';th nest 111aterial. i\L1y 
23 (DAZ). Three Boat-tailed Grackles were seen in 
Silver City. April 28 (i\Iarian A. Zi1111nerman). F.,ur 
BrnnzeJ Cowbirds were found in Guadalupe Canycn. 
Guadalupe i\lountains, Ariz., i\lay 29 (JTH. SHL). 

T,m.1g�rs.-Tht distribution of \X1estern Tanagers 
this spring sttmeJ oJd. Unusually large numbers 
were reported frcrn all parts of Ariz,·na. as well JS 
fro111 SJnta Fe and El Paso: but they \Yere unreported 
fm111 a little east of Santa Ft, at Las Vei.:as. and 
fn·111 ncrtheast of El P,1su, at Bitter LJkt R�fui:t. A 
nule Hepatic Tan,1;.:er was seen at Petrified Furest 
i\lonum<:nt. i\lay 17 (Ni\!. Dick Russell). 

Fi11dJd .111d S/7.ll'm11·.,.-Two Black-hc:aded Gros
beaks ne,ll' Charlie Bell \X'ell. in the Grnwler i\foun
tains ,•n the Cabtz.i Prieta Game Range, Pima Co .. 
Ariz., i\larch 29. \\'ere extremely earl,· (Gi\l). A male 
Indigo Bunting ,,·,is observed at Santa Fe. i\fay 19 
( LA \X,'). A flock of E,·ening Grosbeaks was seen 
in Holbrook. Ariz .. April 2-l (DR); a large flock was 
seen with Black-headed Grosbeaks at Ttsuque, Santa 
Ft Cu., N. i\lex .. i\lay 1-1 (ES). anJ the species 
lin,i.:treJ until nearly the enJ of i\lay at Cedar Crest 
(i\lcKnight). The Cassin's Finch flight into the low
lands last fall anJ winter resulted in the follewing 
Lite records: as 111any as 20 at Globe. April 7. with 
2 pullin,1,: sycamore balls apart when last seen en 
.\pril 25 (BJ): 1 at San XaYier Mission. April 16. 
.ind 2 the same place. April 21 (JTM): se,ual sing
ing in Flurida Canyon. Santa Rita I\!Puntains. Ariz.. 
:-Liy 1 (JTi\1): last seen at Santa Ft. Ma)' 5 (LA\\'): 
nu111bers had left Les Alamos, N. i\ltx .. before ;\fa1· 
l 5 but I was still there, i\lay 30 ( LGH). A larg�
population of House Finches ,,·as noted at Petrified
Forest i\lonument, \\'ith the first young off the nest
,·n i\Liy 15 (Ni\[). Three Pine Siskins were feeding
1>n mulberries in Glcbe. i\lay 29 (BJ). The only 
Lawrence's Goldfinch reported was a female at Glcbe. 
April -i (BJ). Two Re,I Crossbills were seen near 
Canelo. S,rnta Cruz Co .. Ariz .. �lar 6 (LD). and 'i 
"ere found in El P,iso. i\lay 10 (LVA). A Rufuus
sided To\\'hte was disco,·ere,I in a small patch of Palo 
Verdes and i\lesquites on the ,,·est side of the Tule 
Desert. C;1beza Prieta Game Range, Yuma Cu .. Ariz .. 
April 12 (LCG, Gi\l).

A Black-throated Sparrnw was found in semi-arid 
grassland about 5 miles Slluthwest of Espanola, l\Iay 
20 (Tra\'ises). Three Orei-:on Juncos were still present 
in Palm Canyon, K,ifa J\fountains, Kofa Ga111e Rani-:e. 
April 13 (LCG, Gi\l). Two Gray-headed Juncos re
mained at El Paso until May 16 (LVA), anJ the 
species was last seen on Petrified Forest i\lonu111ent. 
i\lay 18 (Ni\[) .-GALE i\loNsoN, U. S. Fish .//Id 
w·;JJ/ife S,1Tic�. P. 0. Box 1032. Y1111u. ,·lri�. 
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