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SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.-Local 
bird observers shou Id Ion,,: remember the spring mi
gration of 1961 as one of the most spectacular in 
many years, corning even as it did on the heels of the 
driest year recorded in the 81 years of record-keeping 
in southern California by the U. S. Weather Bureau. 
Although the very dry conditions that prevailed during 

the spring season had some effect on the migrants. 
more profound effects were rendered on the breeding 
bird populations. \X' e will discuss this more fully in 
the Nesting Season Report. As of June 30, 1961 
the year·s total rainfall (beginning on July 1, 1960) 
stood at -l 85 in. for the Los Angeles area. This was 
nearly une inch below the previ�us record dr)' year 
of 1958-59 when rainfall was measured at 5.58 in. 



(' 
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Normal annual rainfall in the Los Angeles basin is 
14.54 in. Altogether southern California has completed 
the driest three years on record with a total accumu
lation of 18.61 in. recorded since July 1, 1958. 
Before that, the three year low was 20.56 in. reported 
between 1897 and 1900. It might be well to sum
marize the year from July 1, 1960 to June 30, 1961, 
as follows: ironically this southern California weather 
year showed early indications of being a wet year, 
bringing false hopes to many, particularly the farm
ers; November 1960 rainfall was actually above nor
mal-2.40 in. as contrasted with an average figure 
of 1.03 in.; but after this good beginning the drought 
took over as in December a scant 0.15 in. fell, com
pared with a normal of 3.11 in.; January improved a 
little with 1.28 in.-but still an inch below normal for 
that time of year; February, usually the wettest month, 
again produced a meager 0.15 in. which was well 
below the normal of 3.37 in.; March gave us 0.57 in., 
April 0.29 in., and May ended with a trace as did 
June. The implications of this are obvious. Hill
sides and meadows had taken on a mid-summer look 
by e.irly April, and streams that normally flow at flood 
during the spring were dry by the end of March. 
While the profoundest effects were to be felt by the 
nesting species, migrants through this Region also 
were influenced by the drought. From all parts of 
the Region reports were received of large numbers of 
typically migrant species flooding through residential 
areas and oases. They were in such abundance ( nota
bly the Western Tanagers, no doubt because of their 
brilliant and conspicuous colors) that newspapers 
and radio gave their appearances wide notoriety. Con
siderable water available in cultivated areas no doubt 
attracted the birds to a much greater degree than 
otherwise. Numerous reports were also received of 
non-migratory species (such as California Quail) 
coming frequently and regularly to gardens in urban 
areas which normally they shun. Desert oases and 
irrigated areas in the deserts were flooded with mi
grants during April and the first part of May. Tinder
dry conditions in the grasslands, chaparral, and moun
tain forests coupled with low humidity rendered these 

areas as extremely fire-critical even in April, and sev
eral brush and timber fires during May and June 
destroyed much valuable watershed and nesting cover. 
The overall precipitation totals for southern California 
can be summarized as follows: Imperial Valley re
ceived less than 20% of normal precipitation; Los 
Angeles, San Diego, Riverside, and southwestern 
San Bernardino Counties received about 20% of 
normal; western Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, 
and Kern Counties as well as most of southern San 
Bernardino County received about 40% of normal; 
northwestern Kern and northeastern San Bernardino 
Counties (except for Death Valley) received about 
60% of normal as did most of Santa Barbara and San 
Luis Obispo Counties; Death Valley received about 
80% of normal precipitation with more than 5 inches, 
and even exceeded the Los Angeles Basin. 

This spring migration was notable probably be
cause the dry conditions almost everywhere forced the 
birds both to seek and remain for extended periods at 
relatively few areas where water was available. These 
areas likewise were sought out by birders, and the 
results were most startling. Thousands of migrants 
joined throngs of residents at these choice locations 
and remained there or were replaced by incoming 
birds. Abundant insect and seed foods added to the 
attractiveness. Notable among such bird-traps were 
the Imperial and Coachella Valleys where extensive 
irrigation in the natural desert flyway tended to 
attract and hold the birds while a strong north wind 
blowing for days during the latter part cf April pre
vented much movement out of these areas. The results 
were sometimes staggering to the observer. We wit
nessed such a sight in the alfalfa fields near Coachella 
on April 23. The air above the fresh-cut alfalfa was 
literally black with tens of thousands of migrant 
swallows (of all species) and Vaux's Swifts feeding 
upon the rising insects. Down among the uncut al
falfa could be seen hundreds of House Finches, Bul
lock's Orioles, Lazuli Buntings, Blue Grosbeaks, Ash
throated Flycatchers, and Black-headed Grosbeaks 
while the bordering tamerisk trees swarmed with 
warblers, vireos, flycatchers, and tanagers. Other 
groups afield in the Imperial Valley that weekend 
had similar experiences, while a week later and there
after those afield nearer the coast were meeting with 
swarms of migrants. Oddly however, certain observers 
reported some species as almost entirely lacking in 
their areas while at other locations they were normal 
or even abundant. In general, the migration was 
somewhat prolonged but the major waves arrived 
in the southern deserts about April 18-25 and in 
coastal and inland areas about a week to ten days
later. 

Pelagic obse,-i·ations.-Owing to the excellence of 
the flight of pelagic species and the extended and 
complete observations of Lt. J. G. Ben King, Jr., it 
would be well to discuss all pelagic species as a group 
in this section. It might be well to begin with the 
sighting (and photographing) of the Magnificent 
Frigate-bird over the desert oasis of Palm Springs, 
June 24, by Herbert and Olga Clarke. Pr-ior to this 
date considerable tropical air had moved north from 
the Gulf of California into southern Arizona and 
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southern California. On June 23 a strong southerly 
wind was blowing in these areas and prior to that 
,late there had been strong atmospheric disturbances 
m·er the Gulf of California which might help to ex
plain this strange observation. A great flight of 
Sooty Shearwaters attracted considerable attention 
from Ventura to Goleta, J\lay 20-27. This large flock 
probably remained in that area for a week and it 
was estimated by J\lichael Jacobsen to contain from 
one-half million to one million birds. He first noted 
them on .May 26 one-half mile south of Goleta Point. 
.rnd on the 27th the birds had mo,·ed to within a 
hundred yards of the shnre and had attracted con
,iderable attention, especially among the fishermen. 
Lt. King's notes are so significant as to he included 
herein in their entirety (all mileages nautical): April 
11, 60 mi. north of Guadalupe I. and 160 mi. south of 
San Clemente 1.-2 Cook's Petrels (second record 
for J\lexico), 2 Laysan Albatrosses, 15 Black-footed 
Albatrosses, -i white-rumped storm petrels, and 30 
Red Phalaropes: April 12, about 50 mi. S\X' of Los 
Coronado Ids.-2 rather early Sabine's Gulls 
April 21, about 30 1111. west of Los Coro
nado Ids.-3000 Sooty Shearwaters, 250 Pink
footed Shearwaters, l Fulmar, 3 Black-footed Alba
trosses, 1 Glaucous Gull ( first record in ;\lexico), 
.ind 85 Pomarine Jaegers: April 25, 1-40 miles SW of 
San Diego-25 Black-footed Albatrosses: ;\lay 9. 60 
mi. \X'SW of Los Coronados Ids.-10 Black-footed
Albatrosses, 50 Sooty Shearwaters, =\5 Pink-footed
Shearwaters: J\lay 10: 60 mi. \VS\X' ·Los Coronados
Ids.-300 Sooty Shearwaters, 50 Pink-footed Shear
waters, 12 Black-footed Albatrosses, 6 Pomarine Jae
gers, 1 Skua, and 6 phalaropes ( sp.); the abo"e rec
ords were all for J\lexican waters, hut clcse enough to 
our Region to be included. The following records 
were obtained in U. S. waters: April 5, between San
Clemente I. and Santa Catalina 1.-75 Bonaparte's
Gulls, I Rufous Hummingbird, and 1 Belted Kin,c:
fisher: April 7, 10 mi. S\Xf San Nicholas 1.-10
Black-footed Albatrosses, I 00 Sooty Shearwaters, I 5
Pink-footed Shearwaters, 8 Rhinoceros Auklets. and 5 
Common l\lurres: April 21, from San Diego harbor to
20 mi. west of harbor-2000 Sooty Shearwaters, I 50
Pink-footed Shearwaters, 15 Pomarine Jaegers; April
2-4. from Long Beach harbor to 35 mi. WS\X' of Los
Coronados Ids.-8 Black-footed Albatrosses, 50 Sooty
Shearwaters, 30 Pink-footed Shearwaters, and 5 Po
marine Jaegers; April 27. Pt. Lorna to 10 mi. S\X' 
of �.in Diego-15 unidentified shearwaters plus 1
.\lacGillivray·s Warbler: J\lay 8. midway between San
Diego and San Clemente 1.-2 Black-footed Alba
trosses; J\lay 11, about 30 mi. west of San Diego
! 2 Black-footed Albatrosses. -iOO Sooty Shearwaters.
I 00 Pink-footed Shearn·aters. I Pale-footed Shear
water, 32 Sabine's Gulls, 2-i Arctic Terns, IO Po
rnarine J.1egers. and 8 Black Petrels; J\lay 1 'i, from
S,in Diego NNW about half way to Long Beach
! 00 Sooty Shearwaters, 20 Pink-footed Shearwaters.
50 Black Petrels, -J Pomarint Jaegers .. oO Red and 80
Northern Phalaropes, ,in,I 1 unidentified alcid: J\lay
16. between Santa Barbara Ids. and San Nicholas 1.
-ooo Sooty Shearwaters, 300 Pink-footed Shearwaters.
6'i Ashy Pttrels. i Black Petrels. ,11 Red and I no
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Northern Phalaropes; J\lay 17, between Santa Catalina 
and Santa Barbara Ids.-800 Sooty and 50 Pink
footed Shearwaters, 15 Red and 50 Northern Phala
rnpes plus a remarkable record of some typical land
birds-1 Audubon's Warbler, 5 Hermit \X-'arblers. 
10 Townsend's \X'arblers, 15 \X'ilson's \l(farblers, 1 
Yellow \l(farbler, 20 uniJ. warblers, -J \l(festern Tana
gers, 2 \X'estern \X'ood Pewees. and I Snowy Egret!; 
June 2, frcm San Diego to about 3-i mi. west and 
return-13 Black-footed Albatrosses, .'>0 Sooty Shear
waters, and 2 Xantus' J\lurrelets: June 3. 50 mi. 
west of Pt. AQ,uello-20 Black-footed Albatrosses, 
-JOO Soot\' and 50 Pink-footed Shearwaters. 50 Leach's 
Petrels, ;nd I Skua. This excellent report indicates 
how intensive and competent field work at sea reveals 
much more than we currently know about the status 
of some species (note the almost complete absence 
of Parasitic Jaegers as compared with Pornarine Jae
gers. for example), and the island-hopping migration 
of many typical landbirds. 

Loons through Comzor.111/s.-The northward flight 
of loons commenced in late February but generally 
was widespread and light. l\Iost of the birds had 
mu,·ed through the Region by the middle of i\Iay. 
A few \Xfestern Grebes remained in local offshore 
waters until the third week of May and a single 
Red-necked Grebe was present at Santa Barbara, 
J\larch 2 (John Kittredge). More than 40 \X'hite 
Pelicans remained on Morro Bay thrcughout the 
spring (Alma Stultz) and a fli,c:ht of more than 500 
passed over Arroyo Seco, J\larch 19 ( Russ and l\Iarion 
\X'ilson). Cormorants appeared down in most coastal 
localities. 

Herons, Egrets. Ibis.-In general, herons and egrets 
were scarce during the spring, except in the Coachella 
and Imperial Valleys. So much dredging and con
struction work is in progress to create new marinas 
at Playa de! Rey, Huntington Beach, and Newport 
Bay that "ery little suitable habitat remains for these 
birds, and coupled to this is the increasing usage of 
such coastal waterways for power-beating and water
skiing. So little undisturbed suitable habitat remains 
for these birds that doubtless they will soon disappear 
from our local scene. No \X'hite-faced Ibis were 
noted away from the Imperial Valley, and only 15 
were observed at Ramer Lake, April 22-23 (R\X1, 
MW). 

1r·,11erfotd-More than 1000 Black Brant were 
noted on the open ocean north of Morro Rock, J\larch 
10 (AS): more than JOO were still present on Morro 
Bay, April 7 (AS), and a dozen or so could still 
be seen there at the end of May (Eo.). Twenty-four 
Black Brant were at Pt. Mugu marshes, J\larch 18. 
.ind a single individual was noted at J\lalihu Lagoon. 
:\Luch 29 and April I (Ernest J. \l(!illoughhy). Most 
of the dabbling ducks had left the Regi,,n hy the first 
week of April. which was scmewhat early. The pair of 
\X'ood Ducks so long at Johnson Lake, Pasadena, was 
sti II there on June IO ( G. Shumway Suffel). Another 
\X' ood Duck was seen near Sant,1 Barbara as late as 
May 25 (JK). A ,·err late male Ring-necked Duck 
was still at Johnson Lake on June 10 (GSS). Hun
dreds of scoters (mostly Surfs with a smaller num
ber lll \X'hite-winged) were still present in waters 



near i\Iorro Rock as late as J\Iay 5 (AS). No Common 
Scoters were reported during the spring. A female 
Oldsquaw was found at Morro Bay, March 16 (C. F. 
Tolman). Only 7 Fulvous Tree Ducks were found at 
Ra111er Lake in the Imperial Valley. April 22-23 
(RW. MW). 

Condors, Kites, .111d H,tu·ks.-Four California Con
dors were seen over Chola111e on J\farch 9. and 5 on 
;\fay 3 (Eben McMillan). White-tailed Kites were re
ported as scarce during the spring but this may be a 
result of their retiring to nesting activities. Appar
ently none of the correspondents saw a large flight 
llf Swainson' s Hawks this year. Thirteen were seen 
U\·er Mt. \

X'illiamson. March 13 (RW. M\X'): mure
than 75 were seen to cc111e to roost in a eucalyptus 
grove near Escondido, April 4 (Fred Gallup): and 
few were noted in Death Valley during the first week 
of May ( Roland Wauer). A single Rough-legged 
Hawk was still near the Pt. J\Iugu Gun Clubs. March 
18 (EJW). and another was seen near Castaic, April 
9 (Don and Caroline Adams). A single Ferrugincus 
Hawk was still present near Cholame. March 23 
(EMcM). Golden Eagles were reported as down in 
the San Bernardino Mountains (John Goodman). but 
in the Mt. Pinos area they are doing well. Only one 
report each was received of Peregrine Falcon and 
Prairie Falcon-a rather alarming trend. Ospreys were 
seen as follows: 1 at San Dieguito Reservoir. April 
� ( FG): one, flying north along coast near San Cle
mente, May 7 (Francis Raymond. \X'. J. Fitzpatrick): 
and one over Corona. May 7 (Norman H. Mellor). 

R.ti!s and Shorebirds.-Only a vestige of suitable
habitat remains in Los Angeles, Orange. and San 
Diego Counties for rails. especially Clapper Rails. 
A Black Rail was found dead near Morro Bay, April 
22 (A. I. Roest). It is redundant to continue to speak 
of di111inishing coastal 111arshes: suffice it to say that in 
general, shorebird numbers of 111ost species were very 
poor, largely because of inadequate and unsuitable 
feeding and resting grounds. Three Wilson's Plovers 
were carefully identified in Upper Sorrento Valley, 
San Diego Co .. April 19 (Alice Williams). The 
llnly Surfbirds ( 5) and Black Turnstones ( 4) reported 
south of Morro Bay were from near Goleta (JK). 
those formerly present at the Playa de! Rey break
waters having largely deserted. The only \X'andering 
Tattler reported during the spring was a single bird 
,it El Capitan State Beach, April 14 (JK). Two Lesser 
Yellowlegs were near Upper Newport Bay. April 11 
(GSS). A111. Avocets were found nesting at the mouth 
of the Santa Clara River, June 11: at least 3 nests were 
found (EJ\X'). Numbers of Northern and \X'ilson·s 
Phalarupes at Upper Newport Bay were very poor 
this spring. 

j.ll•gers. Gulls. Terns .. md ,-J/cids.-Aside from the 
pelagic obsen·ations 111ade by Lt. King. no reports of 
jaegers were received. No Mew Gulls were found 
in the Region after March 10. So111e 10 Bonaparte·s 
Gulls were seen feeding over alfalfa fields near Mecca 
in the Cmchella Valley. April 22 (En.). Two Black
legged Kittiwakes in immature plumage were at Mali
bu Lagoon. i\farch 18. and one was seen on March 
29 (EJW). Forty-five Arctic Terns were seen in 
Long Beach Harbor between the Inner and Outer 

Breakwaters. May 17 (BK. Jr.). Caspian Terns were 
reported down at the Salt \X'orks near south San
Diego Bay; no Royal Tern nests were found this year. 
More than a dozen acti\'e nests of the Elegant Tern were 
there, and nesting success was good. The Pigeon 
Guillemots commenced nesting operations near J\forro 
Bay during the latter part of May. 

Quail, Dot·es . .  md Otcls.-A pair of California 
Quail visited your editor's garden in Che,·iot Hills. 
Los Angeles during the spring. for the first time in 
memory. Similar experiences in other urban areas 
probably reflect movements into city areas in search 
of food and water. A Ringed Turtle Dc\'e was present 
daily through March 29 at a feeder in Manhattan 
Beach (DA. CA). Two White-winged Dcves were 
found near Upper Newport Bay, April 8 ( FR. Arnold 
Lane) and they first appeared in Death Valley. May 
6 (RW). At least 15 pairs of Ground Doves were 
noted in the citrus groves near Corona during the 
spring (NHiI), but no nests or young were found. 
Five Ground Doves were found near Finney Lake. 
April 2., (RW. MW). An Inca Dove visited a feeder 
in \X'hittier, May 27 (Ebon McGregor): they are ex
tremely rare in this Region. A juvenile Spotted Owl 
was found out of the nest near Morro Bay. May 19. 
and probably represents the first bo11,1 fide record of 
this species for San Luis Obispo County (AS, CFT). 

Paor-!l'ills, Stl'if ts. Hummingbirds. Ir" oodpeckers.
In the Morro Bay area Poor-wills called cccasionally 
through September and October. 1960 and the last 
one was heard calling at dusk on Nov. 30. They 
were silent during December: one or more ccmrnenced 
calling on Jan. 24 and the chorus increased there
after. Doubtless some Poor-wills spent the winter in 
this area. The spring flight of swifts was prolonged 
and spectacular. Black Swifts were seen over Morro 
Bay together with thousands of swallows and other 
swifts on April 12, a day of low overcast (AS). Black 
Swifts also were seen over West Los Angeles and 
Charlton Flats in late May. The Vaux's Swift migra
tion commenced about April 12 and continued very 
heavy until about May 10 with the greatest flights cc
curring over the Coachella Valley, April 17-24. and 
over inland valleys, J\Iay 6-10. Smaller flights of 
Vaux's and White-throated Swifts continued until 
the end of J\fay. The migration of hummingbirds was 
about normal. Several Broad-tailed Hummingbirds 
were found in the piiion pine-juniper asscciation at 
5000 feet in the Panamint Mtns., April 24 ( GSS). 
After a fairly good winter flight. Lewis' Woodpeck
ers were seen during the spring at the University of 
Redlands (JG), at China Lake as late as J\fay 12 
(Don Moore). ,1t Furnace Creek Ranch in Death 
Valley until J\fay 10 (RW). and along the San Juan 
Ri"er in eastern San Luis Obispo County. J\for 20 
(AIR). \X1illiamson's Sapsuckers ha"e been notable in 
their absence from local mountains in the past few 
years. 

F/_Jc.tlchers.-The migration of flycatchers was re
ported by nu111erous observers to have been from , ery 
.�ood to exceptional. Major flights of E111pido11.1x fly
catchers occurred through desert areas during the latter 
part of April and thruugh inland \'alley areas during 
the first week of May. The general trend of the migra-

439 



tion thtn stemtd to run thus: largt flights of small 
landbirds arrivtd in tht Jmptrial and Coachtlla Val
leys about April 17-20, rtmained in these areas for 
about 10 days owing to abundant food, wattr. and 
strong head-winds. These ,,·inds eased on April :\0 and 
the birds p<iured north and west out of the deserts and 
floodtd thruugh inttrior ,·alltys. hut ran into anothtr 
weathtr front on J\lay 6, which again hacked them up. 
An Eastern Phoebe was found in J\lorro B,1y State 
Par!,. J\lay 7 (AS). The rt was no report of Vermilion 
Flycatchers. 

511',1//ou-r, J.1rr, M.1gpit.1, Chick.id« .r.- Tht mi
gration of sw,dlo,,·s. esptcially Viulet-,,:reen Swallows 
(mixed with f.ocks of s,Yifts) w,ts excellent. Alreadr 
dtscrihed ,,·ert the fll'cks numbering tens of thcusancI°s 
gathered in the linperial and Ct:achella V,1lleys, April 
IR-:n. A htaYy flight of mixed swallows ,ind swifts 
passed m·er J\lorrn Bar "n the cloudr an,! ccld d,IY 
of April 12 (AS). La.1-_.:t flights ,,·er�- rtcorded o,·e·r 
Pasaden,1. April 19 ,ind J\lay � ( GSS). Thousands of 
Cliff Swallows had taktn up residence en their huge 
cliffsidt rnlony on Black ,\!t:untain in J\lorro Bay Statt 
Park. This is one of the !llt1st renurkahle ,ind impres
si,·e colonies I ha,·e t\'tr witnessed. St<:ller's Jays are 
reported as more ccmmonly seen in Rtdlar.ds during 
the summer and prnhahly now nest in Syl,·an P.uk 
(JG). Remarl:able is the sighting of a Y ellmv-hilltcl 
i\lagpit on Anacapa Island, April 9 (Arthur Langton, 
Jr.). The rt are no prt, ious records for this spec its 
on any of the Channel Islands. A Chestnut-backtd 
Chickadtt was seen ntar Morro Bay State Park, May 
22 (ED.): thty art nut normallr found south of 
Cambia Pines. 

Th,·,,shers, Thm.rhe.r.-A Le Conte's Thrasher was 
found on the Carrizo Plain, May 20 (AIR) and 10 
Sagt Thrashers were at Harrisburg Flat in Death 
Valley National Monument, March 12 ( R\X'). During 
tht winttr Robins wert reported ,1s exceptionally 
numerous in certain areas (as in Corona and Red
lands) but scart in othtrs (as in 1'1orro Bay). Robins 
remained to brttd in Corona (NHJ\I) in grtater 
numbers than eYtr btfore. as they did in Rtdlands 
(JG), San Bernardino, and Lus An,:elts. Afttr a 
\'ery good winter influx. Varied Thr�shes dtparttd 
the Rtgion by the first \\'ttk of March. The flight of 
Swainson's Thrushes was ont of tht greatest t\tr seen 
htrt. J\lany obserYtrs com111ented on how abundant 
they were frcm April 2-i to J\lay 27, with tht greatest 
flights occurring between May 7 and J\Iay I:\. 

ll'",1xu·i11gs. S1,1rli11gs.-Tht most remarkablt thing 
.1bout the flight of Ctdar 'Waxwings was not how 
many birds apptartd htrt ( in this rtgard the flight 
was moderate), but tht latentss of their stay. Normal
ly, most Ctdar \X'axwings ha,·t dtparttd for tht north 
by the first Wttk in J\lay, but this year largt flocks 
were still bting Sten during the first wetk in Junt 1 

A single bird w,1s Sttn J unt 21 at Red Box Stat10n 
( Earle R. Greene). In the Cllruna area, l.1rgt flocks of 
Cedar \X'axwings were sttn frcm ,\larch through 
J\lay (NHJ\I). J\lort Starlings than e,·tr btfore for 
this season wtre rtpllrted this ytar. an,I numtrous 
nests were found in this Region. 

11"",trh!�r.,.-The warbltr fli,�ht was txcellent. Large 
flights of w,irhlers arriYtd in De.1th Valley about April 
20. and tlsewhere tht fli,,:hts were reporte,I as htavy 
,1n,I extending from the last week in April to the 
second week of J\lay. Somt specits such as Townsend's
.ind Hermit \Varhlers were rtportt,I ,1s unusually 
abun,Lint whereas Black-thr,·ate,I Gr.!\' \X'arhlers wt:rt: 
, irtu,1ll y ,1bsent from ntar Re,llcinds (JG). A Black
and-whitc Warbler was found in San Clemente 
Cinyon, April 2 (Jean Morley). J\lyrtle \X'arhlers 
\\·ere found ,it Chantry Flats. April 8 (R\X'. J\[\V) and 
.tt Furnace Creek R,inch. Death V,dley. April 28 
( R\\'). 

Oriolo, T.111.1g, n.-The sprin,t: f.ight of all orioles 
,,·as , ery good. hut Hooded Orioles had dilticulties in 
nesting as many reports were receiYtd of unsuccessful 
,1ttunpts. \\'l1.1t was probably a ft.male Baltimore 
Oriole c,1mt to a feeder in S.inta Ana daily frclll 
i\larch 9 to April I 5 ( Margaret Hardin,i.:). Allllost 
without exception. observers commtnted on the ,,·i,n
dc:rful flight of \X'estern Tanagers. Ntwspaper ac
counts repeatedly n,mmt:nttd on the brilliant birds. 
and Audubon Houst in Holh·wood was constant!\' 
queried as to what these birds· might bt. Tht fligh.t 
was txceilent ,ind the birds remained until tht middle 
of June in many lowland artas. The first large flights 
,,·ere rtporttd through dtsert areas about April 17 
.ind largt flights rtachtd inland and c,·astal areas hy 
April 26 with largt ,t:roups of tanagers mmin,,: 
through during l!lOSt of J\lay. 

Gro.,he,ikr, Finches ,111d Sp,11.,-ou·s.-The flight of 
Black-headed Grosbe,1ks btgan about J\larch 2., and 
was \try good thertafttr until about May 10. A l!lale 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak was found in China Lake. 
May 21 (DWM) and small groups of Evening Gn·s
beaks frequenttd a fetdtr in China Lake during thc· 
first Wttk in May (DWJ\I). Tht spring flight of 
Purplt Finches was bttttr than usual. A malt Pyr
rhuloxia was Sttn at Cottllnwood Springs in Joshua 
Trtt National Monument, May 6-7 (JG). Grttn
tai ltd Towhees, rarely sttn in Indian \X'ells Vallty at 
China Lakt, wtrt rtcorded many times thert during 
J\Liy (D\X'J\I). An adult Harris' Sparrow was found 
near Morro Bay, June 2, -L and 'i ( CFT). A White
throated Sparrow was scen at a fttder at J\lorro 
Bay until April 10 (AS) and anothtr was found ntar 
Santa Barbara, J\la;· I (JK). Most of the Whitt
crowntd Sparrows had dtparttd from tht Region by 
tht tnd of April.- ARNOLD SMALL, 302R C.11, 11di.rb 
Drire. Los ,111gcl,·.r 6.j, C,lif. 
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