
(;\/r.<. LE). Bur Ri,·,r Marshes h:1d :1 ,c:0,1..l •o,intering 
p,>puL1tilln with :l hi,c:h uf -1.\ ,·n i\Lird1 15 (RD/). 
Thert: wt:rt: ;- on the ·' ,c:re.1t rciu,c:ts pf the Kl.1111ath 
8:1sin: Tult: Like. Luwer Klarmth and l'pper 
Kl.umth, Jan. :21 (E()'S). There wert .it lt::ist 1-i 
on a 7'i-111ilt: stretch "f the :--:(lrth Platk Ri,·LT in 
e.isttrn \\'yornin,c: (OKS): 9 un tht Sn.1ke RiYtr ne:ir
:--:.1111r:1. Idahu. J.in. 1., (Mrr. /-/f.S): 9 wintere,I at 
tht: i\luntt: Vistt Refu,c:e. Slluthtrn Ccdor.1cln ( Cl?B):
•I (ln the Ani111.1s Ri,·er nt:.lr Duran,c:u ( fJI?): ; at 
P,mnvan. l·tah ( S,\I). ,ind other sc,itttre,I hi rds. If 
.111 the upen wat1:r in this Regiun were c .. ,ered. this 
;trc:�1 \\·ntill.l turn nut tP he .1 n1.1j{lr wintc:nn_!.! J!fOUnll 
of the B.1icl L11.:le. sin,·e :nanr nf tht: stre,1111s art
fast 111,win,s: and rt111ain upen in srite uf ,·cry culcl
\\"e:tther. All 111:tj(lr ri,·ers (lf this Re,c:iun .1rre:1r tu 
winter Bald Eagles. Only ,1 s111:111 part "f the area 
h:1s heen Ccl\'ere,I s" far. 

SOUTHWEST REGION.-\\'inter in the Suuth
\\'est was wttttr .ind nildcr than usu:11 with ht.1,·y 
snuws �1nd ,·1:ry low tt-mpcr,1turt:'S in p'.;1ees. Dtct:m-
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her and e,trly J.1nu.1ry \\'ere nnrnul. but un Jan. 10 
and 11 extreme cnl,I sh.1tter<:d recnrds in s"uthern 
.ire.is. At El Pasu. Tex. the mercury ,lrnpped to -8'. 
f.,11,",·e,I by I .j d,1ys uf belm,· ireu:ng wead1<:r. 
BPS<jUt ,Id Ap,td1<: l\'at·I \\'ildlife Rtiuge on the 
Ric> Gr.rnde r<:(c>r,le,I -19° . freezin,.:: all P"nds and 
imcing ".ttl-rfc,,d to s<:ek "pen w.1ter dsc:where. At 
Bitter Lakes N,tt'I \\'i!,llik Refuge: c>n the Pec,,s tlw 
-22' ternperatur<: rtsulted in ice three inches thick
nn the Likes, hut ,lucks rnana,i:ed t(I keep the sprinp
open ,ind no unusu,tl hir,I 1110Yrn1t::nts \\·ere noted.
Temrerc1turts .it C:trlshad ,lropre,I ir"m 70° un Jan.
K t" -2ll' <in the 10th. breaking a .,()-year rec,,r,I.
Elmer Schooley. at i\lc>ntuurna. 1';, ;\f<:x .. w.1s the
onh· c"ntrihutor who stak,1 tlut it .. w.irrned s,·mt:
in �.trly J.tnuar\' ... hut in his are.t nt:ar Las Vegas it 
alr<:.tdy h,td been ,lo\\'n tc> -:28" un Dec. 11. 1'e,ir 
Sih·er City. N. i\lt:x. IP\\' rt,1clings un Jan. 10 r,tn1.:e,I 
ir"111 -l,;0 un the desert tn -2':' 0 ,ll th<: (,()()().foc1t 
le,el. 1\t Glnhe. Ari,. the temperature fell tc> 9° and 
at Nogales. Ari,. tc> 7° . dn,pping le,t,·es from all 
citrus trees. Huwe1·tr. the winter \\·as ,c:enerally \\·:um 
,1t :--:ugales (Jr'//). i\luunt:1ins sc>uth tn the ?lkxirnn 
hc>rder re111.1ined sno\\·-capped. and th,rn·in,i: during 
intermittent \\·.irm<::r perin,ls pm,luced hea,·y stream 
P.mn. The snnw-p.tck in the C:1t,din,1s. near Tucsc>n. 
\\'aS l il times dt:eper than a,·crage. The Santa Cruz 
Ri1·er flo\\·td cuntinu,,uslr after Dt:ct:mbcr-a rcu,rd 
for recent years. 8v e.Hh· March th<: ne:u-rt:cord sn"w 
,kpth in ti1e Riu Gr,111,ie \\';lttrshe,I was 108 inches. 
,louble that of last year. E.1rly Fehnury·s warm spell 
\\';IS followed hr unseasonablr cold •o,e,1ther ,Yhich 
p<:r�isttd thruu,i.:i1 i\larch. aft�r ,d1ich the Curnhres 
Pass snow-pack mt·asure,I 120 inches. In the lo\\·
LinJs fooJ conJiti,,ns \\·trt normal t,, g,,c>,I \I here,·er 
plant co,·tr rtmaintd unJisturh<:J. The arnrn crop was 
p>ud in places. but junip<::rs proYidtd little bird food.
Heal')' crops uf Russian ,,Ji,·t fruits and unpicked
apples 111.1int:1ined the Bohemian \\'a:rn·ing flocks in
n"rthtrn l\'e\\· Mexico. and berry-1:t,l<:n Pyracanthas 
in many to\\'ns supported Robins anJ Townsend's 
Solitaires for weeks. 
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Habitat destruction continues at an accelerated rate 
in the ri ver va ll eys so important to wi nteri ng birds . 
Along the Rio Grande, north and south of El Pa o, 
" birding spots are being 'improved ' out of existence. 
D itch banks are being str ipped and thickets cleared' ' 
(LV A). "The ponds around Phoenix [Ariz.} 
have allllOS t all been drai ned" (MLB) . Pond drainage 
and destruct ion of cottonwood groves and brushy 
thi ckets along the Gila River in southwestern New 
Mexico is certai n to reduce future bird popu lations 
there. 

The wi nter was as exciting ornithologica lly as it 
was cliJ11atically ; 22 3 species were ,·epo1'ted. Without 
leavi ng ew l\fexico I saw over 150 between January 
and Apri l. All J11ajor moveJ11ents of bo real or high 
al titude species began well before Januaq, s cold 
weather arrived. Contributors believed the wea ther 
generally was respcnsible for the unusual numbers of 
high alt itude species in the lowlands, but few cou ld 
lllake direct correlations with specific movelllents in 
their areas. Meager inforlllation indicated below- nor
mal foo l supplies in the mountains . outhwestern 
New Mex ico areas above 6500 feet were a lmcst 
devoid of birds. the species norllla ll y present there 
being found in the rive r va ll eys. The few reports of 
bird lllortality could not be linked with certainty to 
severe weather. Snow and cold concent ra ted birds in 
lllany areas , possibly resulting in larger counts , which 
did not reflect true population increases. 

Cormorants, Waterfowl- A carefully studied 
OlivaceouJ Cornzora11t, present at ogales from Feb. 
16 to March 28, was later joined by a second in
dividual (JIVH , D C, et al.). At Bitter Lakes Refuge 
waterfowl numbers were higher than during the 
preceding 3 yea rs wi th no outstandi ng shortage of 
any species (RWC) . Canada Geese peaked at 760 
birds in late D ecember, a record high for the refuge. 
Five White-fronted Geese, ra re in New Mexico, re
mai ned unt il J an. 2 (RWC). Six White-fronts stayed 
from Feb. 16 to March 2 at Bosque de l Apache 
Refuge (RGY, DAZ). and another from Jan. 1 to late 
March at ogales ( W H) . At Bosque del Apache Ref
uge a record 9 15 Snow Geese were cou nted on N[arch 
16 (RGY) . The refuge duck population totaling 915 3 
birds (largely l\fallards and Pintai ls) duri ng mid
D ecember, had dwindled to 132 1 by March 26. Pin
tails , usuall y present about Carlsbad, N . Mex. in 
hundreds, were recorded this winter by "thousa nds" 
( RCB) . Colllmon Goldeneyes were reported freq uent
ly and in rel atively large numbers. Near Las Vegas, 
N. Mex. 100 were seen in D ecember (ES) . Buffie
heads, too, seellled more numerous than usual ; 150 
were present at Concho Lake, Apache Co. , Ariz., 
i\Iarch 20 ( M) . even Black-bellied Tree D ucks 
wintered at ogales (111/H) . A H ooded Merganser 
was seen there, J an. 1 ( ff/ f-l) , and another at Fort 
H ancock, Tex. Jan. 18 & 19 (MBK, CMcC, et al. ). 

Falconiformes-Three Black Vultures were seen 
nea r Cool.idge, Ariz. , D ec. 1 (SHL) . More melaniJtic 
Red-tailed Hawks than usual were reported by ob
servers th roughout the Reg ion. If the Swainson's 
Hawk shot in A lbuquerque on Feb. 3 was correctl y 
ident ified it provi des the first authent ica ted wi nter 
record for ew Mexico. The specimen was presented 
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to the University of ew Mexico ( fide BMcK) . A 
typical ad ult-plumaged Harl.m's Hawk wintered at 
Bosque del Apache Refuge, being seen firs t on Feb. 
17 and last on April 1 (DAZ . RGY. et al.). Another 
was seen near Cliff, Gra nt Co. , . i\Iex . on March 17 
(D/JZ). A H arris ' H awk was seen in late March at 
Bitter Lakes Refuge ( RIJ'?C) . Golden Eagles were 
more comlllon than u ual in southwestern New i\[exi 
co. Fi ve were fou nd shot near Silver City (D AZ). 
Nineteen adult Bald EagleJ and 22 immatures were 
noted between D ec. 13 and March 26 at Las Vegas, 
N. Mex. (ES). A Peregrine Falcon was seen at 
Coo lidge, Ariz. on D ec. l (SHL). Si ngle Pigeon 
H awks were seen at ilver City on D ec. 28 (DAZ) , 
Espanola, N. Mex. on D ec. 30 (WSJ-I) , and near 
Patagonia, Ariz ., Feb. 22 ( 111/H). A Caracara was 
observed near ells , Ariz. , about 65 miles sou thwest 
of Tucson, Feb. 21 ( DC, FT, et al.) . 

Cranes and Rails- At Bitter Lakes Refuge and hill 
Cranes increased from 10,000 on D ec. 1 to 13,000, 
Jan. 23 ( RWC) . At Bosque del Apache Refuge the 
peak of 3734 birds ( 1200 lll ore than las t year) was 
reached, D ec. 12 (RGY) . Two Vi rgini a Rails were 
seen near Espanola, . Mex. on D ec. 26 (JT, MT) . 
One or lllore CoJ11J11on Gall inules and sollle Soras 
wintered near oga les ( IV H) . A Common Gallimile 
seen near Cliff on Jan. 3 1 was the first winter record 
for . Mex . (DAZ) . 

Shorebirds, Terns- Two pairs of Mountain Pl over 
were seen near Roswell , 1. Mex., March 16 ( V M) . 
Between El Paso, Tex. and Las Cruces, . Mex. 16 
Long-billed Curlews. were counted on March 11, and 
25 on March 18 ( CMcC, LV A , et al. ). One was 
seen on the desert near Adams W ell, Cast le D ome 
Mts., Kofa Gallle Range, Yuma Co. , Ariz. March 
28 ( Geo,-ge EustiJ, fide GM). A CaJpian T ern, the 
first recorded in Arizona in wi nter, was present at 
Martinez Lake on the l lllperial N at'! Wildlife Refuge, 
D ec. 30 (GM, OIA). 

Doves, Owls, Hummingbirds- A Wh ite-winged 
D ove was photographed on the Bosque del Apache 
Refu ge, Jan. 7 (JD, DMrK ) ; sollle wi ntered near 
Phoenix (MLB) and N ogales ( WH). Two Screech 
Owls, rarely recorded in southeastern New Mexico, 
were seen in Roswell , D ec. 21 ( VM ). Several ~ 

humlllingbirds, believed to be Anna's, frequented gar
dens in Tucson until Jan. 11 when the telll pemture 
dropped to 20° (FT ) . Sollle young hu J11J11ers that 
left a nest in Yuma on March 15 J11ay have been 
Anna's, particularly in view of the urban nest site 
and the early da te (GM) . H owever, two nests at
tributed to Cos ta's Hu mmi ngbirds were fou nd with 
small young in a canon east of cottsdale, Ariz. on 
March 2 and March 8 (H & RC, et al. ) . Up to 50 
i Costa's Hu mmers were observed in that canon, 
March 8 & 10 (MLB). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers- A record count of 
124 Lewis ' Woodpeckers was J11ade at Espanola, 
Mex. on D ec. 30 (lV BL) . Two Eastern Phoebes were 
recorded at Carlsbad , D ec. 26 & 29, and one re
mained until March 25 (BH). Another was seen 
near H ond o, Lincoln Co. , N . Mex .. March 30 (DAZ ) . 
Single Verlllilion Flyca tchers appeared near Globe, 
Ariz. , Jan. 28 (LLH) and Cliff, 1. Mex. , J an. 31 

' 



(DAZ) . There were no other reports of the species 
until March. 

Corvids-A Blue Jay seen in Roswell , D ec. 21, 
was the first noted there since 195 5 (VM). 1 ear 
Santa Fe one was seen from Ma rc h 10 to March 23 
( JIVSH) . Steller's Jays were reported from several 
low land areas. The Scrub Jays recorded, D ec. 17 and 
26, at N ogales were the observer's first records there 
( IVH ) . White-necked Ravens were not recorded near 
Cliff in the Gila Valley until March 17, but there, 
on J an. 31, 300 Common Crows appeared. They re
mained in dimi ni shing numbers th rough March 17 
(DAZ). Two Clark's N11tcrncken were seen N ov. 23 
near Fort Davis, Jeff D avis Co. , T ex. (RR). Through 
D ecember and ea rl y January they were conspicuous 
at Si lver City. Except for one seen at Redrock, Grant 
Co., N. Mex. on Feb. 3 (DAZ, el al. ) , nutcrackers 
were unreported between mid-January and late March. 
Pinon Jays were abundant at Tucson (SHL) and at 
Nogal es where 600 were seen, D ec. 2 ( If/ H) . They 
were kss common around Sil ver City than during the 
fa ll period, but la rge fl ocks were frequently seen; 67 
were banded from a fl ock of 125 that returned irregu
larly to a feeding station (DAZ, M AZ) . 

Parids throug h Sylviids- A Black-capped Ch icka
dee was collected, Jan. 8, at Los Lunas, N. Mex. 
(ID, 111/WH) . .i\fountain Chickadees, White-breasted 
Nuthatches, and Pigmy Nuthatches wintered in 
Phoe11ix (MLB) . Mockingbirds were carce in south
ern New Mexico and El Paso. Curve-billed Thrashers 
remained scarce in southweste rn New Mexico and 
El Paso. Migrati on of some Curve-bills is indicated 
by the recovery in Chihuahua, Mex. in D ec. 1960, 
of one banded at ilver City on Sept. 15 of that year. 
The astonishing total of 174 Sage Thrashers was re
corded on the Carlsbad Christmas count (RCB, BH). 
Robins were common to abundant in many places 
from Santa Fe, N. Mex. (PRS) to Nogales w here a 
peak ( apparently approaching 1000 birds) was reached 
in ea rl y January (WH) . "Thousands" wintered near 
Phoenix , arriving in late September, reaching a peak 
in J anuary, and rema ining fairly common through 
March (MLB) . In Tucson at least 5000 wintered 
(SHL) . Robins were likewise numerous in southwest
ern Ari zona. Mountain Bluebirds were repo rted in 
good numbers from nearly all lower elevation stat ions. 
Eight_y T ownsend's Solitaires were seen on the Es
panola Christmas count ( 1/1/BL, el al.) ; 42 were re
ported from Carlsbad (RCB, BH). At Benson, Ari z. 
the species was las t seen on March 10 (LLH). A 
pair of Black-tai led Gnatcatchers was seen near Red
rock, N . Mex ., Feb. 3 (DAZ, BJH). The onl y Gold
en-crowned Kinglet reported was seen on March 3 in 
El Paso (LMcB) . 

Bohemian Waxwing-Following collection of a 
sing le bird in Santa Fe on ov. 26, 3-i Bohemian 
Waxwings appeared near Albuquerque, Dec. 23 ( fide 
BMcK). On D ec. 26, 75 were seen in Los Al amos 
( l/1/BL). Espano la area observers listed 7300 on D ec. 
30 ( 1/1/BL, LGH, JT, et al. ) . Between Santa Fe and 
Taos over 2000 were seen, Jan. 21 (.PRS). Hundreds 
were reported from Albuquerque from late J anuary 
through early February (JD. el al.). Near Santa Fe 
numbers dwi ndled to live birds on Feb. 18, coincid-

ing with the begi nning of warm weather. After co ld 
weather returned 150 waxw ings reappeared on March 
4 and were still present on March 23 (l JYSH). One 
was seen in Roswell en Dec. 21 (VM). At Carlsbad 
one appeared, Feb. 10, and 2 on March 16 (BH). 

Wood Warblers, Icterids, Tanagers-Two 
Painted Reds tarts remained in Sabino Canon near 
Tucson from D ecember through Febru ary, and an
other was seen at Ari vaca Jct. (Kinsl ey's ) , Ariz. on 
Feb. 16 (FT, el al.) . At Imuris, Sonora , migrant 
Painted Reds tarts and Lucy's \l(l arbl ers were noted , 
March 24 (ll'"H). The first Pain ted Redstarts seen in 
southwestern New Mexico were 2 recorded on .March 
25 at Gl enwood, Catron Co. , and l wes t of Silver 
City (LO. lf/EZ). Lucy's Warblers arri ved , March 26, 
at Phoenix (MLB) , Globe (BJ) and Cliff (DAZ) . 
Among the icteri ds fo und dead after a fi eld test of 
Starling toxica nts near Albuquerque, D ec. 13, was a 
Rusty Blackbi,-d, the second N. Mex. record ( !VCR) . 
On D ec. 15, a mile away, a dead Common Grackle 
was fou nd on another tox irnnt tes t plo t (l /1/CR) . At 
Benson, Ariz. a Q Rusty Blackbird was collected on 
.i\Iarch 7 (SHL). Bronzed Cowbirds were seen at 
N ogales on Feb. 17 ( WH) and near Mesa, Ari z. 
( W' CR) , 20 birds at each locality. A t cott's 
Ori ole arr.ived early at Globe on March 15 (LLH). A 
t Hepatic Tanager remai ned at a feeder in Pata
gonia, Ariz. from D ec. 25 to March 16 (FT, et al.) . 

Finches- A Blue Grosbeak remai ned at Nogales 
from Jan. l to March 4 ( Jli'H). A t Lazuli Bunti11g 
was recorded from Jan. 31 to March 22 at Cliff
the first New Mexi co winter record (DAZ ). Another 
wi ntered a t Nogales ( WH) , one was banded, J an. 5, 
at Mesa (l /1/CR) , and still another was, seen at H ea rt 
T ank, Sierra Pinta, Cabeza Prieta Game Range, Yuma 
Co. , Ariz., March 29 (GM). Evening Grosbeaks 
wintered commonl y at il ve r City, Cl iff , and Redrock 
(DAZ). Small flocks were seen in Roswell (Dec. 17, 
V M) , Carl sbad ( RCB, BH) , and El Paso (Jan. 20, 
CMcC). Among the larger counts were 550 seen 50 
miles northwest of Tucumcari, N. Mex. , D ec. 5 (ET) , 
and 1550 on the Espanola Christmas cou nt. Small 
numbers reached Tucson (FT, et al.), N ogales 
(1/1/H) , and Guada lupe Canyon (DAZ). There were 
"a great many a ll wi nter" at Prescott, Ariz. (FDS) . 
A Purple Finch, the third in live years, was seen near 

il ver City, Feb. 10 (DAZ ) . Cassi n's Finches ap
peared there, D ec. 28, and soc,n became common 
(DAZ). By mid-D ecember they were abundant in 
the Los Alamos area where 250 were seen on the 19th 
( 1/1/BL). A fl ock of 400 rosy finches at Eag le N est. 
N. Mex. , Feb. 20, probably contained two species, but 
weather conditions prevented specific ident ifications 
(ET). Eighty Am. Gold fi nches were seen in the 
Bosque del Apache Refuge, Feb. 17 (D.4Z) . Law
rence·s Goldlinche were abundant in Nogales (111/H) 
and common in Tucson (FT) . Red Crossbills were 
seen three times in El Paso between Dec. 10 and 
.i\Iarch 20 ( CMcC, LMcB, LV A). T wo were seen at 
Central , Grant Co., . Mex. , Jan. 22 (DS) . 

Sparrows and Longspurs- A Slate-colored Junco 
was collected near Pleasanton, Catron Co. , N. Mex ., 
.i\Iarch 17 (DAZ) , and a White-winged Junco was 
banded at Los Al amos. D ec. 2 (JT, MT) . At Los 
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Alamos, banding showed wintering Gray-headed Jun
cos to outnumber Oregon Juncos 6.4: 1; last year 
the ratio was 4.5: 1 (JT, MT). The Field Sparrow 
was added to the New Mexico list through collection 
of one in Lea County on Dec. 24 (BH) and another 
at Los Alamos on Jan. 13 (MT, WSH). Two Harris' 
Sparrows were seen, March 15, at San Simon Cienega, 
Hidalgo Co., N. Mex. (DJH, DJ). One remained at 
a Cedar Crest, N. Mex. feeder from Dec. 11 to March 
26 (BMcK), and another was seen near Albuquerque, 
Dec. 15 (/SF). A White-throated Sparrow was seen 
at Patagonia on Jan. 13 and Feb. 25 ( WH). Fox 
and Lincoln's Sparrows wintered in several places in 
southwestern New Mexico (DAZ). A Swamp Spar
row was seen near Los Alamos, Dec. 26, and 2 others, 
Dec. 30 (JT, MT). One was collected near Dwyer, 
Grant Co., N. Mex., Dec. 18 (REM). Thousands of 
Chestnut-collared Longspurs wintered in southwestern 
New Mexico and southeastern Arizona. A McCown' s 
Longspur, the second Arizona specimen since the 
1920's, was collected on March 7 near Bow.ie where 
three were seen, Dec. 10 ( SHL). A � in breeding 
plumage was seen in Santa Cruz County, Feb. 22 
(DLC, WH). 

Corrigenda-The report of White-fronted Geese 
from south of Santa Fe, Nov. 6, 1961 (Audubon 
Field Notes 16( 1) :63) should be deleted, as the ob
server reports the birds in question to be captives. 
The Gray Vireo reported frc.m "near" Yuma (loc. 
cit.) was actually seen near Sinita Tank, 65 air-line 
miles southeast of Yuma. The observation of 64 
Chestnut-collared Longspurs on the Imper:ial Refuge, 
Oct. 15 ( op. cit., p. 65) should be credited to Gale 
.Monson. 
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