
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.-Win
ter weather brought an end to the Jong-endured 
drought in southern Cal,ifornia . A lmost with excep-

tion, weather stations throughout this Region reported 
above normal rainfall during the period, D ec. 1-Feb. 
28 . For example, the Los Angeles basin received al
most 20 inches of precipitation, as compared with a 
normal for the rai ny season of about 14 inches . Some 
footh ill area close to Los Angeles (such as Topanga 
Canyon) recorded more than 30 inches. Some severe 
floodi ng occurred during the most severe storms of 
January and February. Snowfall above 5000 feet was 
excellent, and much of it lingered well into late 
spri ng. Water tables in some areas were brought back 
to almost normal levels, and elsewhere, lakes which 
had been dry for the past five years were raised to 
their higher banks. Baldwin Lake, in the San Ber
nardino Mountains has. been dry for even longer than 
that, but was about 60 per cent full by the end of 
February. Si111ilarly, Big Bear Lake nearby was brought 
to almost capacity during the period. Many of the 
local streams, normally intermittent, continued to fl ow 
well into the spring season. By mid-February the 
effects of this preci pi ta ti on began to become apparent 
in the number of flowers and herbs that clothed the 
normally barren foothills. Grass was luxuriant, and 

all this growth shou ld provide superior cover and 
food for birds and mammals du ring the spri ng and 
summer. 

Te111peratures during December averaged below 
normal throughout southern California. Coastal and 
intermediate areas were below normal duri ng about 
the first half of the month and above normal during 
the latter half . Precipi tation duri ng D ecember was 
below normal except in the Col orado River va lley, 
where it was wel l above. ome representative prec1p1-
tation figures for the three months are given in the 
table. In the storm of D ec. 1-2, some mountain sta
tions above 7000 feet received 10 to 24 inches of 
snow. Temperatures during January averaged above 
normal th roughout the Region. All areas, however, 
endured a peri od of a week or ten day in the middle 
of the month with temperatures below normal. Pre
cipitation was still below normal, except in the south
ern part, both coastal and inl and. There was some 
new snow in the mountains on Jan. 12, but the 
amounts were ins ign ificant until about Jan. 20. Be
tween then and Jan. 25, 25 to 32 in. had accumu
lated in the higher resort areas . Temperatures during 
February were below normal except in some desert 
areas. The first half of the month was somewhat 
above normal in 111ost areas , dropping to bel ow normal 
dur.ing the latter half . With the exception of the 
Colorado Ri ver valley and the extre111e southern part 
of the coast, rainfall was the heavies t in several years. 
Los Angeles Internat. Airport recorded the heaviest 
monthl y rainfa l I in the history of the station. Storms 
during the first ha lf of February were warm and most 
of the moun tain areas got rain rather than snow. 
By the middle of the month the snow was mostly 
melted from the mountains, except in the very high
est parts. However, storms du ring the latter half of 
February brought accu111u lations of snow up to max
imum levels by about Feb. 21. At that time Mt. Baldy 

otch reported depths varying from 3½ to 7 ft. On 
Feb. 28, Baldy 1otch still had 3-6 ft. and Big Bear 
Lake reported an average depth of snow on the val
ley floor of 16 in. Much snow sti ll remai ned in the 
higher portions of the San Gabriel, an Bernardino, 
and Tehachapi Mts. by the end of April. 

Winter-bird popu lations were often contradictory. 
In general, sea-birding was very poor, except for 
phenomenal fli ghts of Fulmars and Bl,ack-legged Ki tti
wakes. Coasta l waters seemed al most devoid of birds 
( loons, grebes, cormorants , scoters, etc.) except for 

PRECIPIT A TIO TN INCHES IN SOUTHERN CALIFORN IA 

D eparture Departure D eparture 
from from f1-om 

D ecember ,;onnal January uonnal Febma1·y normal 

Santa Maria 1.73 (-0 .88) 2. 01 (-0.83 ) 969 ( +7. 22) 
1. A. Airport 0.06 (-2 .55) 2.68 ( +0.02) 11 .07 ( +8.19 ) 
San D iego 1.45 (-1.12) 2.71 ( +0.70 ) 3.08 ( +0.93 ) 
Los Angeles 1.44 (-1.67) 2.56 (-0.51) • 11.57 ( +8.24) 
Bishop 0.82 (-0.07) 0.49 (-0.50) 4.96 ( +3 .98 ) 
Y uma 1.43 ( +0.88 ) 0.48 ( +0.09 ) 0.05 (-0.31) 
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the omnipresent gulls . The heavy runoff of the winter 
rains carried much silt and fresh water far out into 
the sea, and possibly fo rced sma ll fis hes farther off
shore. Waterfowl , generally, were somewhat down, 
and winter shorebird populations seemed far down. 
W intering landbirds were inconsistent as to appear
ance. Some species (such as Robins, waxwi ngs and 
Clark's Nutcrackers) seemed at times to have staged 
an invasion, w hil e the numbers of other species 
seemed far below normal. 

Loons through Cormorants--This wi nter was 
notable for, among other things, the grea t sca rci ty of 
loons along our coast. Simi larly, Western Grebes were 
ve ry far down in numbers . Small fl ocks of several 
dozens were noted, but no concentrations of hundreds 
and thousands were found . H orned Grebes and 
Eared Grebes also were scarce. Notable th is winter 
season was the excel lent flight of Fu/mars! D uring 
D ecember and January fl ocks of hundreds could be 
seen wi thin five miles o.f the mainland, while through
out the rest of the winter, Fulmars in small flocks and 
singly coul d be seen from almost any pier or prom
ontory along the coast. Shearwaters of other species 
were very scarce, however. White Pelicans were gen
erally scarce except for a flock of about 125 at alton 
Sea and an equal number at Morro Bay. Brown Peli
cans continued scarce along the southern California 
coast. As wi th other fish-eating species, the cormorants 
seemed to have deserted our coas t during the wi nter. 

H erons and Ibises-Snowy and Common Egrets 
were nowhere abu ndant during the winter. The best 
concentrations of these birds occu rred at Upper N ew
port and Morro Bays. The Reddish Egret, whi ch ap
peared at Upper N ewport Bay, N ov . 16, was st ill 
present on Feb. 28 ( GSS). Eight White-faced Ibis 
were fou nd near Upper Newport Bay, Jan. 28 
( GMcC) ; about 70 were roost ing in Ramer l ake, 
Imperial Co., Jan. 13 (ED ., et al. ) ; a si ng le bird 
spent January and February at Carlsbad (OW); and 
still another was seen at the Ventu ra County Gun 
Club, Feb. 15 (ED ., et al. ) . 

Waterfowl-The winteri ng popu lation of water
fow l was down sligh tl y from previous years. The 
summary for our mos t important wintering areas at 
the Salton Sea Nat'I Wildlife Refuge (BHC) is as 
fol lows: 

Peak No. Latest Noted 

Canada Goose 690 March 17 
Snow Goose 18,000 (up8000) 
\'{!bi te-fronted Goose 250 Feb. 3 
Am. Widgeon 15,000 March 31 
Pintail 7600 
Green-winged Teal 1000 
Cinnamon Teal 25 (far down) 17 
Shoveler 1500 (down) 31 
Redhead 25 ( far down) Feb. 24 
Canvasback 145 (far down) Jan . 20 
lesser Scau p 6290 March 3 
Bufflehead 155 J an. 20 
Common Goldeneye 135 
Ruddy Duck 12,660 March 31 
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In addi tion, other interesting waterfowl of note were 
seen in the Imper ial Valley: 1 adult Blue Goo.re and 
1 hybrid Blue x Snow Goose, Jan. 12 (L.A .A.S.) ; 
Fulvous Tree Duck, 6 at Ramer l ake, Jan. 12 
(L.A. A.S.) and 15 there, March 3-5 (GMcC ); Euro
pean Widgeon, l at Ramer l ake, Jan. 30; 2, March 
3, at the same place ( GMcC); 117 ood Duck, I , 
March 3, Ramer l ake ( GMcC). Elsewhere waterfowl 
were down at certa in favored locations and up in 
others. For example, at Upper Newport Bay they 
numbered about 17,000 as compared with a usual 
population of between 25 ,000 and 30,000. At H ansen 
D am nu mbers were abou t normal; at Big Bear l ake, 
which was dry during much of the year, only a sma ll 
flock of Canada Geese persisted; at Lake Mathews, 
Orange Co. the flocks numbered about 30,000 ducks 
and some 2500 geese. At the Ventura County Gun 
Clubs, numbers of ducks were excellent. N ine Whis
tling Swans were fou nd on Sal.t Creek, D eath Valley 
N at'! Monument, Jan. 29 (RHW) , but no others 
were reported from the Region. Numbers of Canada 
Geese were good at H ansen D am (R & MW) and in 
the Morengo Vall ey (JDC). At the latter location, 
Cinnamon Teal numbered in the hundreds on Feb. 17, 
and there were 2 Blue-winged Teal. At Bonita, near 
Chula Vista, Blue-winged Teal were almost unbeliev
abl y common (for this Region); 10 males were 
counted, Feb. 18 ( GMcC, A & JM) ; 2 other males 
were fou nd in the an Di ego River Flood Control 
Channel , Feb. 16 ( GMcC). One of the most remark
able species to be found in thi s state in a long time 
was the Common Teal found by McCaskie at Bonita, 
Jan. 29, and thereafter seen by scores of birders; it 
was last seen, Feb. 24. Scoters of all species were far 
down-especiall y Surf Scoters. White-winged Scoters, 
w hile not common, were proportional ly in better 
numbers than the Surfs. Only a very few Common 
Scoters were noted. Buffieheads, on the other hand, 
had an excellent flight as more than 150 were present 
on Upper Newport Bay duri ng most of the winter 
and good numbers were reported elsewhere as well. 
An O/dsquaw was found near Coronado, Nov. 26 
(RG); another spent most of D ecember at the ew
port Pier; and a third was seen occasionally from the 
Santa Monica Pier duri ng D ecember (ED.) . H ooded 
M erganse,·s, which are very rare in thi s Region, were 
fou nd at 2 localities: a si ng le ~ was at Upper New
port Bay, D ec. 3 ( ED. , et al. ) and 8 ~ were at 
Bonita from D ec. 2 to, at least, Feb. 20 ( GMcC, 
A & JM) . 

Birds of P rey- Two Bald Eagles were reported 
from the south of Morro Bay, J an. 30 and Feb. 4 
( CFT, fide AS) ; another was reported from near San 
Diego late in N ovember (LG) ; and 2 were at the 
Ventura County Gun Clubs la te in J anuary through 
mid-February (ED. , H & OC). Golden Eagles were 
reported near Cholame ( 4 nesting pairs) (EMcM). 
Others were reported by Su ffel from P.asuza, Upper 
Newport Bay, Carri zo Plains and near the Prado D am . 
Still other reports were received , ind icating that this 
species is at least holding its own in th is Regio n. 
Ferrugi nous H awks were found at Los Osos, D ec. 29 
(ED., IW) ; Borrego Valley, Feb. 12 (R & MW) ; 
Palomar Airport , Jan. 20 (A & JM) ; Temecula and 



the T ijuana River Valley between Feb. 10 and March 
1 ( GMcC ) . Rough-legged Hawks seemed to have had 
a good fl.ight as 1 was at Pasuza, Dec. 23 ( GSS) ; 1 
near south end of the Salton Sea, Jan . 30 ( GMcC ) ; 
1 in the T ijuana River Val ley, Feb. 3-18 when it 
fl ew over the Internat ional Border into l\'fexico ( there 
is no known record fo r this species in Mexico ) and 
ci rcled back ( GMcC ) ; 1 was at Ramer Lake, Feb. 12 
(ED.) ; another was at the Ventura County Gun Clu bs, 
J an. 21 ~o at least Feb. 24 (ED.). Still another was 
fou nd in Borrego Valley, Feb. 13 (R & MW ) . A 
Harlan's Hawk was at the Ventura County Gun 
Clubs, Jan. 21 (ED. , H & OC) and pos ibly another 
at Playa D el Rey, Dec. 30 ( RB ). A Prairie Falcon 
was seen over Elkhorn Valley, D ec. 11 (ED. , et al.) . 
A small nu mber of reports of Peregrine Fa lcons were 
noted, but P igeon Hawks were quite scarce. 1o large 
roosts of the White-tai led Kites were reported, and 
onl y small numbers were seen in the Region through
out the winter. 

Shorebirds-Wintering shorebirds were somewhat 
reduced in numbers for most species. Conti nued devel
opment of the H unti ngton Beach Mari na and adjacent 
areas has drastica lly reduced the marshes there, while 
development of the Goleta Marshes further reduced 
the available shorebird habitat. Some 2000 Sandhill 
Cranes were counted as they left their roos t in Soda 
Lake, D ec. 11 (ED., et al.) and 2 were fou nd near 
the south end of the Salton Sea, March 3 ( GM cC). 

umbers of Black-bellied Plover were down, but Am. 
Golden Plover were found as fo ll ows: as many as 5 
in Ti juana River Valley between Feb. 2 and 24 
( Gll1cC, A & JM ) , and l near Carpinteria Feb. 25 
( GSS) . More than 150 Mou ntain Plover were 
cou nted along the length of the Carrizo P lai ns, Dec. 
11 (ED., et al. ) ; about a dozen were near Enci nitas 
in December and January (B & M R ); about 120 were 
fou nd between ewport and anta Ana, Jan. 28; 2 
more were in Tijua,na River Valley, Feb. 2 ( GMcC ) . 
Wi ntering Wander ing Tattlers were scarce, as were 
Knots. Ruddy Turnstone in very large numbers 
(.?OO+ ) were on San D iego Bay, Feb. 24 (GMcC), 
while elsewhere they were scarce. As many as 50 
Knots were found on San D iego Bay during the wi nter 
( GMcC ) , bu t elsewhere they were very scarce. Lesser 
Yell owlegs were reported from a few localities dur
ing the wi nter. A truly remarkable find by McCaskie 
was a Ruff, which he collected in the flood control 
channels near San D iego, March 30. Wintering Am. 
Avocets were present in good numbers, especially at 
the sou th end of the Salton Sea, while small numbers 
of Black-necked Stil ts wintered there and larger num
b~rs ( 25+ ) wintered at Upper Newport Bay. 

J aegers, Gulls, T erns, Alcids- -Four Pomarine 
and 2 Parasitic Jaegers were seen off Newport Beach, 
Dec. 26 (ED., et al. ) and individual Parasitics were 
noted along the coas t throughout the winter, but 
were scarce. Winteri ng gulls by the thousands con
gregated along the beaches near Wi ll Rogers State 
Beach, but Glaucous-wi nged and Mew Gulls were 
down. Similarly, wi ntering terns were scarce. A lone 
Elegant Tern was found by McCaskie on San D iego 
Bay, March 31. A single Xantus· Murrelet was found 
at Newport P ier, Dec. 11 ( GMcC) and 15 Rhinoc-

eros Auklets were seen off Newport Beach, D ec. 29 
(ED., et al. ) . 

Doves through Hummingbirds- A White-winged 
Dove was seen in the San Lu is Rey Valley, Feb. 2 
( 0 111/) . Small numbers of Ground Doves were found 
near Ramer Lake, J an. 13 ( L.A.A.S.) and in the 
Tijuana River Valley near the end of February 
( GMcC ) . A male Costa's H ummi ngbird was very 
early near Covina, J an. 24 (RSW ) . An apparently 
winteri ng Al len's H ummi ngbird was at Monteci to, 
Dec. 29 and Jan. 26 ( GMcC); and they and Rufous 
H ummi ngbirds began to arrive in scme numbers by 
the first week in February. Another remarkable bird 
previously ment ioned from San D iego was the Broad
billed H ummingbird- -this bird had left by mid-March. 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows-Unusual 
was the sighting of a Wh ite-headed Woodpecker at 
2500 ft. in San Marcos Pass, Dec. 2 '(EZR, fide 
W GA ) . A Y ellow-shafted Flicke,· regul arly came to 
a garden in Los Angeles th roughout the winter ( OA ) . 
A pair of Vermilion Flycatche.-s was fou nd at Si lver 
Lakes Ranch near Norco in mid-January (JL) ; an
other spent the wi nter at Furnace Creek R11nch, Death 
Valley at'! Monu ment ( RW ) ; at leas t 2 were pres
ent at Coving ton Park, Morongo Valley throughout 
the period. A Cl iff Swallow was found as early as 
Feb. 4 near Imperia l Beach ( GMcC ) . A large fli ght 
of swall ows, mostl y T ree with smaller numbers of 
Violet-green passed through Morro Bay, Feb. 6 . One 
Barn, 1 Rough-wi nged, together with some 100 Cl iff 
were at Upper Newport Bay. Feb. 28 ( GSS ) . Th is 
early movement of swallows in large numbers was 
further evidenced by the flocks of thousands of mixed 
\'(' bite-throated Swifts and V iolet-green, Tree, Cl iff 
and Rough-winged Swallows that moved over the 
Ventu ra Coun ty Gun Clubs, Feb. 24; mos t of the 
swall ows in this group were T rees . 

Jays through Thrash ers-Steller·s Jays were re
ported from numerous foothill local ities all during 
the wi nter. Throughout the winter, reports were re
ceived of addi tional Clark's Nutcracke.-s far removed 
from normal mountai n locali ties. Some other places 
where they appeared incl uded W hittier (EBMcG) ; 
Beverl y H il ls (ED .) ; Pal.os Verdes (DMF ) ; Santa 
Barbara (WGA ) ; Cambria ( fide A S) ; Morro Bay 
( CFT ) ; Bonita ( GMcC ). Pinon Jays were numerous 
near Cholame (EMcM) and a few remained near 
Big Bear Ci ty . Sage T hrashers were fou nd at Lake 
Mathews in J anuary and a single bi rd was at Ti
juana River Valley, March 17 ( GMcC). 

T hrushes, W axwings, Starlings, Vireos- The 
spectacu lar fl ight of Robi ns was one of the highl igh ts 
of the W inter Season. Fl ocks number.ing thousand~ 
descended upon gardens, lawns -a nd parks, causing 
endless comment. Great fl ocks even reached such 
desert towns as Brawley and El Centro in great num
bers. From Morro Bay to San D iego and as far east 
as Indio, the Robins were present in hordes. Small 
numbers of Varied T hrushes were seen here and 
there. Simi larl y, a few Townsend's Sol itaires were 
noted away from the mountai ns in Santa Barbara 
(lr'GA) and the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Gardens 
(EWK) . Hermi t T hrushes had good fli ghts, especia lly 
near Poway (!DK) . Mountai n Bluebirds were very 
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plentiful, especially in the Imperial Valley, Carr;zo 
Plains, Newport and elsewhere in cultivated fields or 
high plains. The flight of Cedar Waxwings was 
spotty. In some areas they were remarkably abun
dant; in other, reporters stated that they were scarce. 
Starlings received great notoriety in local papers be
cause of the increasing incursions into this Region, 
especially in daiiry areas and agricultural lands. It is 
unnecessary to cite all of the lor ations, since they 
are too numerous to mention, except to say that the 
Starling is here in southern California to stay ! Suffel 
saw a Solitary Vireo in Pasadena in late February. 

Warblers, lcterids, Tanagers--A few Myrtle War
blers noted during the winter, but the most interest
ing find was a Palm Warbler near the south end of 
the Salton Sea, Jan. 14 (IW, et al.). The bird was 
found again several times thereafter, until at least 
March 3. The Baltimore Oriole(s) at Montecito 
lingered well into March. Another (or the same?) 
immature male Baltimore returned to a feeder in 
Santa Ana in early March (MH). The Wilsons found 
a male in North Hollywood Park, Feb. 21 and March 
4, in company with 4 Bullock's o�ioles. Other Bui-

lock's Orioles were reported through the winter to
gether with a smaller number of wintering Hooded 
Orioles. A Western Tanager was noted at Santa Bar
bara, Jan. 31 (fide WGA). 

Fringillids--Four Evening Grosbeaks were found 
near Los Osos Valley, Feb. 4 (fide AS). Slate-colored 
Juncos were found at a few places, and 3 reports of 
White-throated Sparrows were received. 
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