
SOUTHWEST REGION.-Following on the heels 
of a very cold winter, the spring months were 
exceptionally cool. Nights were cold until 
mid-June 

even on the Mexican border in SE Arizona and SW 
New Mexico. The usual spring winds were late, and 
were particularly strong throughout May interfering 
with observers and perhaps with the birds as well. 
In New Mexico it was the windiest May in five years. 
This was another extremely dry spring in most 
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localities, with below normal precipitation in March 
and April and practically none in May. However, 
stream flow remained well above average resulting 
from melting of above-normal snow packs in the 
mounta•ins. This run-off seemingly prompted new 
clearing and cultivation in river- and stream-bottoms 
where dwindling amounts of low elevation mesic 
habitats-never very extensive here-continued to 
decline alarmingly. Added to this were other dis
couraging reports of habitat damage or destruction 
including wholesale clearing and herbicide spraying 
of large tracts of piiion-juniper woodland near Flag
staff, a vast Department of Agr.iculture spraying pro
gram in the Sangre de Cristo Range to combat 
spruce budworms, and unsightly, inexcusable logging 
of splendid timber at Rustler Park in the Chiricahuas. 
Continued overgrazing and burmng of mesquite 
thickets and sycamores in the Arizona portion of 
Guadalupe Canyon are certainly affecting that area's 
attractiveness to birds; conditions in the canyon have 
steadily deteriorated during the past few years. 

Except at Roswell and Santa Fe, N. Mex., where 
the warbler migration was "good" (VM, PRS), ob
servers agreed that the spring flights of passer:ines 
were disappointing. The shorebird migration seemed 
better than usual in New Mexico, an impression 
created in part by better coverage of suoitable areas 
heretcfore neglected. Most contributors commented 
upon the delayed arrivals of passetiines and the lin
gering of winter birds until late in the sea.son. It 
was tempting to link such events with the prevailing 
cool weather, but evidence of any direct relationship 
was lacking. Of particular jnterest was the appearance 
of numerous eastern species. The concentrations of 
warblers and other migrants in the Roswell area 
occurred from May 24 to 26 and again on May 29 
following prolonged northwest winds. Although the 
flights consisted mostly of western species, a Chest
··nut-s'ided Warbler, Indigo Bunbings, and Rose
breasted Grosbeaks were present. A Rose-breast also
appeared in Allizona's Painted Desert on May 15,
after 4 days of strong WSW winds there. The
Orrhard Oriole at Silver City appeared on May 15
following the same windy conditions in that locality,
but another Orchard Oriole had been seen from May
1 through May 15 near Portal, Ar,iz. Similarly, one 
might be tempted to Link the presence of a Yellow
throated Vireo at Santa Fe on May 23 with the
winds, but this would not explain the occurrence of
two birds of that species at Patagonia, Ariz. on April
14. The Kentucky Warbler seen on May 16 in the
Chir,icahuas might have been blown off course by the
strong winds of the preceding few days, but what
about the one at Roswell, May 9 and 10? Some
correlations seem more than coincidental, but more
extensive observations on both birds and weather
conditions are necessary before valid conclusions can
be drawn.

Inasmuch as significant bird movements extended 
well ,into June, the following discussions disregard 
our customary Marrh-May seasonal limits. Presenta
tion of spring nesting data will be deferred until the 
next issue. 

Grebes, Pelicans-Two Least Grebes were seen 



in the Nogales, Ar,iz. area: one at Pena Blanca Lake, 
April 20 (,-JC), and one east of Nogales, May 2 
( ll .. H). Nine \X'hite Pelicans appearecl at the 
Bosque de! Apache Nat"! \X'ildlife Refuge. Socorro 
Co .. N. Mex .. April .1 ( RGY): _; 5 \\"ere seen at Lake 
McMillan. north of Carlsbad. April 29. In the El 
Paso area. where pelicans are rarely seen, one w,1s 
reported on i\lay 19 (Ll',-J. cl ,ii.). 

Herons, Ibises, Waterfowl-A Little Blue Herun 
repurted at the Busque ,lei Apache Refuge. Mar 1 
(FSD), was photographed un May 'i (BM,-K,
DMcK). It is hoped that the photography was suc
cessful. for the species' cbim to a position on the 
N. i\lex. list to-date rests solely on sight rt:cmds. An
adult 11"hilc !his, the first for Arizona. was seen ,1t
Martinez Lake un the lmperi,tl N,tt"l \X'ildliie Rciuge,
April --i and 5 ( GAi. LO). A Ful\"lrns Tree Duck ,os
seen at Bitter Lakes Nat"l \X'ildlife Refuge near
Roswell. April 11 (RC).

Hawks-A Mississippi Kite seen near Roswell. 
May 12. was the first local recor,l sinc-e June. 1958 
(T'M, .-JR). Three were seen in the Rio Gr,inde 
Valley nurth of El Paso, J\Iay 12 (MBK, LT, EC.
Ll'.-J). An ,1dult Broad-winged H,m·k was seen ,11 
cl use range east uf Carlsbad. March 28 ( BH). and an 
immature \\"as ubser,ed in the same area, i\lay 2� 
(BJH. D,-JZ). A single Zune-tailed H,rn·k \\"aS seen 
in Banddier 0fat"l _;\fonument near Los Alamos. J\:. 
Mex .. April 28 (LGH). Extensi,·e wurk failed :o dis
close any Black Ha\\"ks along the Gila Ri,·er near 
Cliff and Redrock. N. Mex. Predator "rnntrol"' in the 
area may be partly respllnsible. A late Bald Eagle 
was seen at Espanola, N. i\lex .. i\lay 2 (MC, PRS).
Ospreys "·ere reported 8 times between April 2 (Bos
que del Apache Refuge-FSD) and April 28 (i\lun
tezuma. N. Mex,-ES). One was seen near Nogales, 
April 20 ( CS, MS).

Gallinaceous Birds-Small groups of Harlequ,in 
Quail were seen in the Da,·is Mts .. Jeff Da,·is Co .. 
Texas. J\Iarch l', and 1-4 (RR). but no Arizona or 
New Mexico reports of the species were recei\'ed. On 
May 11, the New i\lexico Dept. of Game and Fish, 
as part of a joint exotic bird ,·enture between the 
state and the l'. S. Fish and \X'ildlife Sen-ice. released 
se,·eral hundred Black Francolins and Gray Francolins. 
trapped in India in _;\farch. About 200 of each 
species were released near Deming. 262 Blacks at 
Redrnck. and 1 .>9 Grays at Cliff. foll,ming a period 
of predator removal in the latter are,1. Newspaper 
statements attributed to an official of the State Game 
Commission implying that there are "no nati,·e birds 
in most of this sL1te and we· re trying to get those 
suited for this type of terrain" seem incredible in 
view of the lar.�e healthy popuLitions of G,tmbel's 
Quail and some Scaled Quail in the release are,1s. The 
state reportedly is abandoning its Chukar prngrc1m 
after several releases tntaling nearly 25.000 birds 
pro,,ed unsuccessf u I. 

Shorebirds, Gulls-Two Semipal,nated Plcl\"ers 
\\Ue seen near Santa Fe. April 20-30 (PRS): 2 
others ,,·ert recorded at Ctrlsbad. April 29 ancl 30. 
and 1 at Bosque de! Apache Refuge. Mar 5 (BH).
About 50 J\Iuunt,1in Pluwrs were seen near BoniL1. 
Ariz .. March (SHL). Another was seen ne,H 

Navajo. Ariz .. April 12. 1 :,, and 26 (RR). A R11dd_1
Tum.r/011e was discovered at Lake _;\[cJ\[illan, near 
Carlsbad, May 7 (EL OL) and collected for the first 
New Mexico record (B1-l, RCB). A Pectoral Sand
piper near Santa Fe. April 17 (PRS). was considered 
unusual. and so were the 'i \X1hite-rumped Sandpipers 
identified there. April 22 (PRS), Six \'('hite-rumped 
Sandpipers \\"ere seen on April 2_; at Av,ilon. N. Mex. 
( CMcC). Four Baird's Sandpipers were recor,!ed at 
Bitter Lakes Refuge. April 2.o (RC). and others noted 
from April 29 to 1L!y 7 near Carlsbad (BH, OL EL). 
Two Stilt Sandpipers \\"ere seen at Lake McMillan, 
_;\fay 1 (BH). A Semipalnuted Sandpiper. the seccnd 
definite New Mexico record. was rnllected ne,1r Dex
ter. Chan-s Co., J\Iay I (BI-I). and another was seen 
,11 Lake Mci\fillan. _;\[ay 7 (EL. OL). \Y'ilson's 
Phalarnpes appeared in Luge numbers: 200 on April 
2.o. and 'i00 on April ;o, at Bitter Lakes Refuge
(RC). The species w,1s seen from April 23 to May 17
ne,u Santa Fe. with a peak of 70 indi,-iduals. May I 
(PRS). A Bonaparte's Gull. r,ue in the northern
Rio Grande Valley. ,,·as seen near Santa Fe. April 
2 (PRS), A Le,1st Tern ,,as recurded at Lake Mc
i\lillan. l\fay 7 (EL. OL). 

Doves, Owls-\X'hite-winged Do,·es, usually un
common in the Rio Grande Valley north of El Paso. 
were reported there 5 times from April 7 to J\fay 19. 
with --iO obsen·ed on i\lay 12 (Ll',c/, el .ti.). At 
Sih·er City. where the species is rnsual, a calling bird 
remained frnm May 2i (LLO) to June 11 (l\1.r!Z). 
A male was collected on l\fay 10 at Lake Avalon. 
north of Carlsbad (BH) where it is rare. One of -4 
\X'hite-winged Doves seen l\fay I to June 15 at the 
Corn Creek Field Station of the Desert Game Range 
near Las Vegas. Nev., was collected for the first 
state specimen (]\'BM). Nevada's second Flarnmulated 
Owl was collected at the same place. May 20 (N BM).
A Pygmy Owl was discovered drinking water from a 
pan on the obsen·er's porch in Santa Fe. April 5 
(PRS). Burrowing O,ds were reported in greater 
numbers than usual from southern New Mexico. A 
dozen were seen daily. J\Iay 26-28. east of Carlsbad 
(BJ-I, REAL DAZ). Sever,11 others were seen in late 
i\lay near Las Cruces. Silver City, and Lordsburg 
(REM, D,·lZ) where few have been noted during 
recent years. A Short-eared Ow I was seen in the El 
Paso area (Durlings). April 7 (MBK, Ll',·J). 

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds, Trogons
The first C,,mmon Nighthawk arri\'ed in the Petrified 
Forest Nat'! _;\fonument. Ariz .. May 22 (LKH): the 
first was recorded at Silver City. June 6 (MAZ). 
Frnm June 1 to 18 numbers were noted each morning 
flying northeast u,·er Guadalupe Canyon in S\X' Hid,d
go County. N. ,\[ex.: --i6 were counted. June 9 
(D,-/Z). Two males collected there on June l.o were 
not in breeding cundition (REJ\I). Arrival of single 
Lesser Nighthawks was recorded on April 2-J ,ti 
Carlsb:id (BH). and April 28 .tt the Bosque de! 
Apache Refuge ( RGY). A flock of ;oo Lesser Ni.�ht
hawks was seen along the Rio Grcinde ; miles snuth 
of Truth or Consequences. N. Mex .. June 7 (MOS),
seemingly at a late date for so many migrants. Two 
Chimney Swifts \\"ere seen at Alameda. north of 
Albuqu�rque, May 26 (JSF)-apparently the fourth 

437 



New Mexico record. The season's first Broad-billed 
Hummingbirds were recorded in Cave Creek Canyon 
in the Chiricahua Mts., Ariz., May 31 (BH). Both 
Rivoli's and Blue-throated Hummingbirds were seen 
there, April 15 (DLC). Arrival of the Violet-crowned 
Hummingbird was recorded in Guadalupe Canyon 
(N. Mex.) on the morning of June 7 (DAZ). At 
the well-watched feeders of the Southwestern Re
search Station in the Chiricahuas, no Violet-crown 
was seen until June 21 when one arrived (HH, et al., 
fide WCR); 2 ,individuals were present there the 
next day (WCR, HH, DAZ). A Lucifer Humming• 
bird was seen below Laguna Meadow in Big Bend 
Nat'! Park, Texas, May 29 (DAZ). Coppery-tailed 
Trogons were observed copulating in Madera Canyon 
in the Santa Rita Mts., Ariz., May 23 (HC, RC, fide 
CR). 

Tryant Flycatchers-An Eastern Kingbiro was 
seen at Santa Fe, May 8 (PRS), and another at Al
buquerque, May 25 a.nd June 1 (/SF). A pair of 
Thick-billed K-ingbirds was found at Patagonia, 
May 31 (WH), but the first (and only) one to 
be seen in the New Mexico portion of Guadalupe 
Canyon appeared on the morning of June 4 and re
mained only an hour. No others were located during 
the next two weeks, although a single bird was seen 
later in the Arizona part of the Canyon (BH, REM, 
DAZ). A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was seen at the 
Corn Creek Field Station of the Desert Game Range 
near Las Vegas, Nevada, May 1, and another was 
collected there on May 20 (NBM). These are ap
parent! y the first pub1ished records of the species for 
the state, although a bird was seen in the same place 
two years ago (NBM). Two Scissor-tails were seen 
at Ft. Bliss, Tex., on May 9 (TMC). A Sulphur
bellied Flycatcher, the first noted in New Mexico 
since the unconfirmed report of Rockhill in April 
1915, appeared in Guadalupe Canyon, June 3, and 
was seen by several observers (BH, REM, MAZ, 
DAZ). It promptly disappeared from the area and 
was not seen again. The following observat.ion on 
the arrival, May 21, of Sulphur-bellied Flycatchers 
in Cave Creek Canyon in the Chiricahuas is important 
enough to be recorded in detail. "At 5:10 P.M.," 
writes TP'CR, "I saw three small specks coming in 
from the southeast at a great altitude. When they 
were directly above me, the birds dropped straight 
down to (near] the canyon floor and came streaking 
down the road. The birds, now identified as Sulphur
bellied [Flycatchers], split up and stopped in separate 
trees. I believe I witnessed the arrival [of the 
species J as these were the first observations of the 
year." A singing Gray Flycatcher was on territory 
near Silver City from April 9 to April 25 (DAZ). 
Empidonax flycatchers, apparently of this species, 
were seen in the area through May 10 on which date 
a � Gray Flycatcher was collected (DAZ). A � 
Western FlyGatcher was collected in Guadalupe Can
yon, N. Mex., June 16 (DAZ). 

Jays, Mimids-Migrating jays were seen at Silver 
City on May 1, when 8 Pinon Jays, 10 Steller's Jays, 
and 35 Scrub Jays were observed during a one-hour 
period flying toward the northeast in small straggling 
groups. A single wtinter-banded Pinon Jay remained 
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at Silver City on May 4, and an unhanded bird was 
seen there on May 20 (DAZ). Clark's Nutcracker 
was J.ast seen at Silver City, April 30 (3 birds-LLO, 
WEZ); 1 was heard, May 3, in the Pinos Altos Mts. 
(DAZ). Mockingbir<ls first appeared near Silver City, 
April 11 (WEZ), and were common thereafter. A 
Catbird was reported from Santa Fe, May 30 (MH, 
fide PRS). 

Waxwings, Phainopepla-The remnants of last 
winter's Bohemian Waxwing flight were 25 birds at 
Espanola, April 8, and 30 at Santa Fe, April 10 
(PRS). Cedar Waxwings remained in Nogales until 
June 7 ·or later (WH), and 7 were seen in Guadalupe 
Canyon, N. Mex., June 3 (DAZ). The first Phaino
pepla in more than a year was seen north of El Paso 
(in N. Mex.), May 12 (LVA, et al.). The speoies 
was abundant .in Guadalupe Canyon in early June. 

Vireos-A closely observed, singing Y el/ow-throat• 
ed Vireo in Santa Fe, May 23 (PRS), and 2 seen on 
April 14 at Patagonia (WH), were unique observa
tions for New Mexico, and Arizona, respectively. 
The species is accidental in the West, having been 
recorded once (May, 1932) in Nevada. The infre
quently reported Hutton's Vireo was seen on April 11

in the Chi11icahua Mts. (RR), and a mated territorial 
male was observed north of Pinos Altos, Grant Co., 
N. Mex., April 29 (DAZ, MAZ). Nonbreeding �
Gray Vireos were collected in the New Mexico por
tion of Guadalupe Canyon, June 16 and 18 (REM).
A Bell's Vireo found at the mouth of Mogollon
Creek north of Cliff, April 27 and 28 (/LS, DAZ)
was a new locality record.

Wood Warblers-Wiith the exceptions already 
mentioned, the warbler migration was generally re
garded as poor. Some fairly common species (e.g., 
Townsend's Warbler) were not reported at all. At 
Montezuma, N. Mex., not one flock of Audubon's 
Warblers was seen (ES). The species was likewise 
uncommon in the Silver City area (DAZ). At Ros
well, the May flights consisted mostly of Wilson's 
and MacGillivray's Warblers. At Santa Fe, there was 
a "very good" migration of Yellow Warblers on 
May 23, a.nd a flight of Wilson's Warblers on May 
30 (PRS). A Parula Warbler was seen and heard 
in Santa Elena Canyon, Big Bend Nat'! Park, March 
31 (/A) . A pair of Orange-crowned Warblers was 
on a restricted territory, behaving Like breeding 
birds, on Signal Peak fo the Pinos Altos Mts., Grant 
Co., N. Mex., April 29 (MAZ, DAZ). Two pairs 
of Colima W•arblers were found below Laguna 
Meadow on the South Rim Trail in Big Bend 
Nat'! Park, May 29 (BJH, REM, LLO, DAZ). 
An O1ive Warbler was found on Signal Peak, in 
the Pinos Altos Mts., April 29 (MAZ, DAZ). New 
Me)!lico's first Chestnut-sided Warbler was seen at 
Bitter Lakes Refuge, May 24, by an observer familiar 
with the species in the East (RC). Northern Water
thrushes were seen near Carlsbad, May 8 (BH); 
El Paso, May 12 (MBK, et al.); Cliff, May 17 
(DAZ); Santa Fe, May 22 (PRS); and Bitter Lakes 
Refuge, May 24 (RC), but were not reported from 
Arizona. A late Wilson's Warbler, present for nearly 
2 weeks fa the New Mexico portion of Guadalupe 
Canyon, was collected on June 18 (REM). A � 



Kentucky Warbler was closely observed at Roswell, 
May 9 and 10 (VM), the second sight record for 
New MeX!ico. Arizona's second record of the species 
was obtained on May 16 when a s"inging 5 was seen 
in Cave Creek Canyon, Chiricahua Mts., by an 
eastern observer who knows the species (RMacA). 
Am. Redstarts were seen near EI Paso (Durlings) 
on May 12 and 17 (LT, EC, LV A, MBK, CMcC), 
near Carlsbad, May 14 (BH), at Portal, Ariz., May 
23 (WCR), and near Roswell, May 26 (VM). Par
ticularly noteworthy was the collection of a ',' SJ.ate
throated Reds tart, M yiobor11s miniat11s, on the eastern 
boundary of our Reg,ion near Jal, Lea Co., N. Mex., 
April 16 (BH)-the first North American record 
of this tropical species. 

lcterids---An adult 5 Orchard Oriole, the first 
for western N. Mex., was seen near Silver City, May 
15 (DAZ). Another adult 5 was frequently seen 
from May 1 to May 15, near Portal, Ariz. (HH, 
et al.). A 5 Hooded Olliole seen near Carlsbad 
Caverns, April 14, was unusual (BH), and the one 
collected on May 12 on the Desert Game Range near 
Las Vegas, Nevada (NBM), was apparently that 
state's second specimen. Numbers of Hooded Orioles 
were greatly reduced in the Globe, Ar,iz., area (BJ, 
LH). A Common Grackle observed at the Bosque 
de! Apache Refuge, May 23, was the first seen in that 
area (RGY). 

Fringillids---Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were seen at 
two Albuquerque locations, May 13 and 14 (/SF). 
A 5 and 3 females were seen at the Bitter Lakes 
Refuge, May 23 and 24 (RC), and at the Painted 
Desert lll!O, Petrified Forest Nat'! Monument, Ariz., a 
5 was seen May 15, 16, and 18 (LKH, NM). Lazuli 
Buntings were reported less frequently than Varied 
Bunbings this spring! Earl,iest report of the latter was 
a singing 5, June 4, ,in Big Bend Nat'! Park (PW). 
A 5 in poor plumage arrived in Guadalupe Canyon, 
June 9, for the first New Mexico record of the 
species. It remained on a large territory for at least a 
week and evaded collection daily (DAZ). Several 
were seen in early June ,in southern Arizona (SHL, JL, 
/TB, WCR). Indigo Buntings invaded New Mexico 
and southeastern Arizona along with the Varied 
Buntings. A molting 5 was seen at Bitter Lakes 
Refuge, May 24 (RC), and May 26 (VM). Near 
Portal, Ariz., a 5 was seen on June 1, 3 males on 
June 2, and at least 5 singing males and 2 females 
on June 12 (WCR, et al.)! Another 5 in mottled 
plumage was collected in Guadalupe Canyon, Ariz., 
June 13 (SHL, /TB). Nearly 100 Evening Grosbeaks 
remained at Silver City on April 26, and a few lin
gered there until May 17 (DAZ, WEZ). Four re
mained to June 3 at Las Vegas, Nev. (NBM). Cas
sin's Finches were last noted on April 21 at EI Paso 
(PL, DL, et al.) and April 25 at Silver City (DAZ). 
Up to 20 Red Crossbills were seen in El Paso, April 
9 to April 22 (CMcC, PL, DL, et al.). About 2000 
Pine Siskins were seen near CJ,iff, April 26 (DAZ). 
Lark Buntings remained until May 7 at Santa Fe 
(20-PRS), and May 11 at Gila Bend, Ariz. (7-
GM). Two Black-chinned Sparrows were seen at 
El Paso, April 14 ( CMcC, LV A). A singing Clay
colored Sparrow was studied at Santa Fe, May 7 

(PRS). New Mexico Harris' Sparrow reports no 
longer are surprising. One was seen at the Bosque 
de! Apache Refuge from April 12 to 15 (RGY) and 
another near Santa Fe, April 29 (PRS). The one 
wintering at a Cedar Crest, N. Mex., feeder remained 
until May 3 (BMcK). Single White-throated Spar
rows were seen at the Bosque Refuge, April 17 
(AC) and May 11 (RGY), and one was present at 
Pa�agonia until April 18 (DLC). 
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