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SOUTHWEST REGION.-At lower elevations 
throu,r:hout the Region weather was warm and dry. 
At higher ltvtls unusually mild rnnditions prevailed. 
At Santa Fe, N. i\lex. winter conditions finally ap
peared, Nov. 14. when a four-day storm began 
depositing snow. By Decemboer 1, however, this 
was largely gone. After a very dry summer in 
southern Arizona, the ample fall rains were 
welcome. These resulted in good crops of fall 
annuals and grasses almost e\'1:rywhere, providing 
abundant food for the late migrants and winter 
residents. Similar favorable conditions were reported 
from most of New Mexico. 



There were no comments on pi iion seed crops. Large 
nu mbers of acorns were reported in the Ch iricahua 
Mts. in ea rl y N ovember (BJ) . In ect fcod remained 
abundant much later than usual. Excep t at Santa Fe, 
where a series of rai ns and co ld fronts from Aug. 15 
to N ov. l9 broug ht in so many waves of birds as to 
make th is "a ve ry memorable fall migration" (PRS) , 
the sc uthward movement was general ly con idered 
o nly fair to good. Reports of large concentra tions of 
birds were few and scattered. evertheless , field work 
was productive in many places. I particularly regret 
that space limitat ions do not i;.ermi t deta il ed treatment 
in these pages of Patri cia n ider's ca reful correlations 
of weather phenomena and bird movements through
out the pericd. Observers in the anta Fe-Albuqu er
que area, and in sou thern Arizona, commen ted on 
ma ny species lingering late. A lthough the season pro
duced no notable invasions there were more rari t ies 
reported than usua l. 

" Progress" reports from Phoeni x, Ari z. inc lu ded 
ment ion of a possib le dam and housing developments 
threa tening onoi ta Creek . At N ogales , A riz . a court 
order was forci ng a landowner to drain his swamp 
which has produced nest ing Blue-wi nged T eal, and 
such rarities as Green Kingfishers and Black-bellied 
Tree D ucks (WH). New .Mexico's .Mimbres River 
fared better when landowners vo ted to ignore recom
menda tions by the Army Engi neers that a dam be 
built on the river northeas t of Silver City. 

Loon, Cormorant, Frigatebird- A Ccmmon Loon 
was picked up from the ground at N ogales , Ari z. , 

ov. 10, and released on a loca l pond where it re
mained for a day ( W H) . The Oli vaceous Cormoran t 
was last noted, Aug. 19, at the ranch tank near N o
gales where it had been seen freq uently . An immature 
frigatebird ( h e gala sp.) was seen over P icacho Reser
voir, Pinal Co., Ari z., Aug. 29 (SH L) . It was ob
served from a distance of 60 yards and co llecting 
efforts failed . The observer bel ieved the species was 
" very likely F. magnificens" ( which has been recorded 
as an accidental in sever.a l inland states ) . 

Herons, Waterfowl-An adult Louisiana H eron 
coll ected at Lake Mc.Millan near Carl sbad, Aug. 25 
(BKH) . appears to be the firs t New Mexico specimen. 
Also taken there, Aug. 27, was the first ew Mexico 
Y ellow-crowned N ight H eron specimen (BKH) . Per-

haps owing to mild weather far ther north, waterfowl 
were 3 to 4 weeks late in reachi ng this Region. At 
the Bosque de! Apache N afl Wildlife Refuge on the 
Rio Grande, now and Blue Geese appeared in normal 
numbers , but Canada Geese numbered only 207 ; this 
was 350 birds fewer than at the same time a year ago 
( RGY). D ucks were reported in reduced numbers 
from everywhere except this Refuge where the total 
population climbed from 1500 in ea rl y September to 
9400 in late November. This represented an increase 
of 2500 birds over last fall 's population (RGY) . A 
female Wood D uck was reported during the period at 
Tesuque, 1. j\frx. (W. H uey, fide PRS) , and one 
was col lected at the edge of our Region in Lea Coun
ty, N. Mex . (BKH) . A male W ood D uck inside the 
El Paso ci ty limits, N ov. 23, provided a new area 
record (MBK) , as did a female O ldsquaw and four 
Red-breasted l\,Iergansers on Ft. H ancock Lake about 
50 miles east of El Paso (MBK). A female H ooded 
Merganser was positively ident ified near Carlsbad, 

ov. 1 (BKH) . 
Vultures, Hawks, Falcons- At ells, Ar iz. 15 

Black Vultures were seen, Oct. 29 (FT) . An imma
ture G ray Hawk noted on Oct. 3 near N ogales was 
the last of the seascn there (Jl'?H) . An adul t Bl ack 
H awk seen migrating, Oct. 6, ever Cliff. Grant Co. , 
N . 1vfex. was the onl y one recorded there in 1962. 
A H arris ' Hawk was seen nea r Bylas, Ariz ., N ov. 4 
(BJ) . Two others seen , Oct. 24 , at the Bosque de! 
Apache Refuge provided a new locality record 
(RGY) ; one of these hawks was photogra phed . Oct. 
27 (DMcK) . till another H arris ' H awk was seen 15 
miles south of D em ing, Luna Co. , Mex., Oct. 24 
(!LS) . Two immature Golden Eagles were reported, 
N ov. 30, from M ontezuma, N . .Mex . (ES) . In con
trast to other years, no eag les were seen near Santa 
Fe by PRS in l962 . Three were noted in la te October 
south of Sil ver City, where an ad ul t was fou nd badly 
injured (apparen tl y by an au tomobile ) , N ov. 3 
(DAZ ). An adul t Bald Eagle was seen over Arizona's 
Pa inred D esert, Sept. 20 (John Lancaster, fide LKH) . 
A Peregrine Falcon was recorded at Patagonia, Aug. 
29 (111/H) . 

Gallinaceous Birds- umbers of both Gambel's 
and Scaled Quail remai ned low or very low in 1ew 
Mex ico. T en H arlequi n Quail were seen nea r N ogales, 
Oct. 21 (WH) , and a pair wi th six large you ng were 
seen, ov. 24, in Josephi ne Canon in the an ta Rita 
Mts ., Ariz. ( IIVH) . Most surprising was a dead adu lt 
male of this species fou nd, N ov. 9, along the street 
almos t in fro nt of thi s ed itor's house in ilver City. 
This quai l has not been reported from the area in 
over a year. Turkeys were reported ly common th is 
fa ll in southwestern New Mexico. Even fol low ing the 
hunting season, flocks of up to 30 birds were seen 
near Silver City (Ann Hunt, fide D AZ) . 

Cranes, Shorebirds- Four Sandh ill Cranes arrived 
on the Bosque de! Apache Refuge, O ct. 1. By N ov. 
30 the popula tion there reached 2840 birds, only 150 
fewer than last year (RGY). Arizona observers com
mented on the paucity of shorebirds but correl.a ted 
this with the lack of availabl e habitat. At anta Fe, 
N . M ex. 3 Semipalmated Pl overs were seen, Aug. 16 
(PRS) , and one was collected at Lake Mct-. [ill an, near 
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Carlsbad , ept. 20 (BKH). A flock of 128 Killdeer 
near Carlsbad, Sept. 23, was notable (BKH). Three 
Mountain Plovers were seen there, Aug. 24 , and an
other, Sept. 5 (BK/-1) . A Ruddy T urnstone. the sec
ond recorded in N ew Mexico, was observed at Lake 
McMillan, Aug. 29 (BKH) . A Long-bi lled Curlew 
was noted near Montezuma, N . Mex., Aug. 16 ( ES) ; 
2 were reported , Aug. 17, at Ft. H ancock eas t of 
El Paso, and 6 others , Aug. 19, in the Rio Grande Val
ley north of El Paso (LV A, CMcC). A "very good 
migration" of Upland Plovers began on Aug. 18 at 
Carlsbad, when a flock of 19 was seen ( RCB, BKH) . 
One was rn llected near Otis , N. Mex. , Sept. 17 (BKH). 
Five Knots were fou nd at Lake i\frMillan, Sept. 2 (spec
imen collected ) and one was observed there, Sept. 8 
(BKH) . PRS recorded 3 Pectoml Sandpipers at anta 
Fe, Aug. 18, and singl,es on Sept. 5 and Sept. 27. At 
Carlsbad BKH li sted Pectora ls from Oct. 3 to N ov. 1 
( one co llec ted, Oct. 9). A probable Short-billed D o
witcher ( identified by call) was seen, Sept. 9, near 
Malaga. Eddy Co. , N. Mex. (BKH). One of at least 
8 Stilt Sandpipers at Lake Avalon, nea r Carlsbad, was 
co llected, Sept. 22 (BKH) . Sa11de.-li11gs were observed 
regula.-ly at Lake McMill an from Aug. 24 ( one col
lected) to Sept. 16 (9 seen) , wi th a peak of at leas t 
19 on Sept. 8 (BKH). Mr. Harris' ca refu l field work 
indica tes that some of these shorebird species may be 
more common in N ew Mex ico than avai lable records 
would indicate. [The above-menti oned specimens, 
most of which I have exami ned, are preserved ei ther 
in the co llect ion of the University of N ew Mexico at 
Albuquerque, or at N ew Mexico Western College
DAZ.} 

G ulls, Terns- A Sabine's Gull in full adul t plu mage 
was seen at Lake .Mc.Millan, near Carlsbad, Sept. 6 
(RCB, BKH) ; it was collected by BKH, Sept. 8. Al 
though there are severa l New Mexico sight records, 
this is the state·s first specimen of this species. Six 
Black Terns were seen near Ft. Hancock, east of El 
Paso, and 3 more at Tornill o, Aug . 17 (MBK, EC, 
CMcC, LT). Two Black Terns were noted near Santa 
Fe, Sept. 5 (PRS) . There were more sight records 
than usual of terns bel ongi ng to the genus Stema. 
These were variously reported as Common or Forster's 
Terns, but the onl y specimen collected (Carlsbad ) has 
so far defied specific identificati on. A readily identi 
fied immatu ie Forster's was seen near Santa Fe, Aug. 
15 (PRS) . 

Doves, Owls- A Ground D ove shot by a hunter, 
Sept. 1, near Deming was preserved as a specimen 
(DAZ). Another was seen from Sept. 20 through 
Sept. 30 at the Bosque del Apache Refu ge (RGY) . 
The species occurs only casually at these localit ies. A 
Barn Owl found injured near Albuquerque (da te?) 
was later preserved as a specimen (BMcK) . This owl 
is fairly common to c-ommon in southern N ew .Mex i
co, particularly in the southwestern counties, but there 
are few records from the Albuquerque- anta Fe area . 
No Short-eared Owl s were observed in the Carlsbad 
area where they usually are seen (BKH). 

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers-A male Anna's 
Hummingbird arri ved in the observer's ga rden at 
Tucson, Ari z., Oct. 18, and remained for a month, 
being replaced by an apparent female of the same 
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species (FT) . Adult male Allen·s H ummingbirds were 
reported from the Tucson area, Sep t. 12 (M. Paul
son, fide FT) a nd Oct. 13 (FT) , and from Patagon'a. 
Aug. 29 (!PH) . Three Lewis· \Xfoodpeckers were 
seen, Nov. 19, near Tucson (FT, et al.). A femal e 
Willi-amson·s Sapsucker in Sil ver City, N ov. 6, was 
somewhat below the species' norma l elevation range 
in that area (DAZ) . 

Becard, Tyrant Flycatchers-Near Patagonia, a 
pai r of Rose- throated Becards was feed ing three young 
out of the nest, Aug. 19 ( l/1/H) . In the same area, 
6 Thick-billed Kingbirds were seen, Aug. 29 (l/1/H) . 
Two Eas tern Kingbirds were noted near Santa Fe. 
Sept. 5 to Sept. 12 (PRS) . An Eastern Phoebe was 
seen near the San J uan Pueblo, north of Espanola. 
Rio Arriba Co., Mex. , Sept. 3 (PRS) . Say's Phce
bes were scarce near Gl obe, Ariz., this fall (BJ) , as 
they were about Sil ver City (DAZ) . On Sept. 29, a 
Scissor-tailed Fl yca tcher was reported frcm Albuquer
que (RT, fide BMcK). New .Mexico's second speci
men of the Grea t Crested Flycatcher was collected 
south of Carlsbad, Sept. 8 (BKH, RCB) . (Specimen 
in University of New Mexico Collec tion. ) 

Corvids- At leas t 100 ravens (sp.) were seen 
fl yi ng 110.-th over Wil cox, Ariz. and for miles sou th 
of there, late in the morning of ov. 4 (BJ) . A loose 
flock of 97 highly vocal Com mon Ravens was seen ap
parently migrating southward through the Mimbres 
River Valley ea t of Sil ver City, Oct. 21 (DAZ ). In 
contrast to last fall , there were few noteworthy ob
servations of jays. Pinon Jays were reported only 
from localities where they occur more or less regular
ly. The onl y lcw land Clark 's Nutcracker repo rted was 
a si ng le bird en the Pai nted D esert in Arizo na, Aug. 
31 (Chief N aturalist Van Cleave, fide LKH) . 

Verdin, N uthatches, Mimids, Thrushes-Ten 
Verd ins were seen near the northern edge of their 
range at Beaver D am W ash, Washingtcn Co., Uta h, 
Aug. 30 (DLC, El/1/ ) . Red-breas ted Nuthatches were 
reported from many areas but not in lar6,e numbers. 
The southernmost record was of one at Carlsbad, 
Oct. l (BKE-I). Catbirds were seen near Albuquerque, 
Sept. 2 (JD) , and during the l•ast week of Septem
ber (Mrs. HM) . A Brown Thr-asher appeared on 
Sept. 29 at the Bosque de! Apache Refuge ( RGY) ; 
another was reported, Oct. 8, in Petrified Forest Nat'! 
.Monument (LKH) near where one was seen last 
fall. At Los Al amos, N . Mex. H ermit Thrushes were 
more commcn this fall but disappeared as usua l by 
Oct. 1 in spite of the mild wea ther (ll'' BL) . There 
were ve ry few reports of Rob ins. 

Wood Warbler s- Although no ve ry large num
bers were reported, the warb ler migrati on was by no 
means poor. Of particular interes t were a Black-and
white Warbler seen near Carlsbad, Aug. 26 (BKE-I) , 
and an immature Pam/a 1/1/ a.-bler seen, Oct. 6, at 
Cedar Crest, N . Mex. (DMcK) . (An ad ult male 
Parul a was photographed there in the spri ng of 1958 
by the same observer.) Single Nashvi I le W arblers 
were seen in Petrified Fores t Nat'! Monume nt, Sept. 
1, 2, and 20 (LK!-l} ; individuals were banded a t Sil
ver City, Sept. 1 and Sept. 11 (MAZ) ; and three 
adults were seen, Sept. 8, at the San Simon Cienega. 
Hida lgo Co., N . .Mex. (SHL) . 



lcterids, Tanagers-Five Eastern Meadowlarks 
were seen and heard singing north of Deming, Luna 
Co., N. Mex., Oct. 27 (DAZ). The species breeds 
there, but reliable fall records are scarce. At Los 
Alamos, Western Tanagers remained throughout Sep

tember, about two weeks longer than normal (WBL); 
one remained to Oct. 3 at Nogales (WH). Relatively 
few Western Tanagers were seen at Silver City this 
fall (DAZ). 

Fringillids---In southern Arizona nearly all mi
grant species arrived later than usual and seemed 

generally scarce (WH, WW, FT). The same was 
true in southwestern New Mexico. In these areas all 
sparrows except Chipping appeared less numerous 
than in former years, and the usual large flocks of 
Lark Buntings were absent or nearly so. Around Sil
ver City, White-crowned Sparrows were far less com
mon than during any of the preceding :five fall seasons 
(DAZ). Dickcissels were seen or heard several times 
during September in southeastern New Mexico 

(BKH); at least 21 were counted near Carlsbad, Sept. 
24, and one was collected, Sept. 29, at Roswell 

(BKH). An immature White-throated Sparrow was 
observed at Los Alamos, Nov. 3 to Nov. 5 (WBL), 
and at Montezuma, N. Mex., a Fox Sparrow provided 
a new locality record (ES). At Lake McMillan, near 
Carlsbad, 17 McCown's Longspurs were seen and 
one collected (specimen at New Mexico Western Col

lege) on Nov. 26 (BKH). There are few reliable 
modern records of this species in New Mexico, most 
reported sight identifications being erroneous. Near 
Hurley, Grant Co., N. Mex., at least 200 Chestnut
collared Longspurs were seen on Oct. 27 (DAZ). 
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