
MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.-Our con
tributors, handers and .field observers alike, reported 
nearly unanimously a late fall migration season. Not 

only did summering species linger late; winter birds 
built up unusually slowly (see "Thrushes" and "Frin
gillidae" below). An especially noteworthy feature 
of this season was an apparent incursion of eastern 
warblers, which rather suggestively matches similar 
reports from Southern California (reviewed in "Coast
al Migration" below) . Other unusual reports are 
covered in the species account. Owing to widely dif
ferent conditions of climate--as distinct from weather 
-in the coastal and interior sections of this Region,
these two sections will be considered separately.

Coastal Migration (reviewed by R. 0. Paxton)
Movements of passage migrants as well as the arrival 
of wintering species were late this year along the 
coast. Almost daiJ.y checks of two small areas near 
San Francisco Bay by Florence Plymell and Paul De
Benedictis and frequent checks by Edwin Wilus 
documented the peaks and troughs of local bird popu
lations with remarkable consistency. Although radar 
studies elsewhere have cast doubt upon the correlation 
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between ground observa ti on and migra tion aloft, peaks 
and troughs on the ground did respond in some de
g ree to the weather. 

That response was not the close correlation of 
popu lation peaks w ith the passage of cold fronts as 
found in the East or along the Gulf Coast, however. 
Al though some µeaks occu rred after cold fronts , they 
were more likely to pi le up wi th southerly winds or 
the rainfal l that often accompanies southerly wi nds 
on the M iddle Pacific Coast. It is i:,erhap wo rth not
ing that the passage of a cold front does not radica lly 
alter the normal state of affairs in this Reg ion. Pre
vaili ng winds are from the northwes t anyway al ong 
the coas t, so that nights have favorable winds for 
migra tion. This year, northerly winds prevailed on 
57 days ou t of the 91 days of September, October and 
N ovember, whi le southerly winds prevail·ed on 19. 
Clearly, the weather has a more noticeable loca l ef
fec t whe n it holds the migmnts up than when it 
hastens them on. 

The first important migration movement of the 
season along the coast was perhaps exceptional in its 
apparent relation to an unusua l weather pattern. On 
Sept. 8 and 9, a massive high pressure ce ll formed 
over Alberta, and Continental Arc ti c air flowed as far 
south as northeastern California. Freezing tempera
tures and snow occurred at record early dates in the 
northern Great Basin. Although winds along the coast 
remained in their usual northwest quarter, the most im
portant September movement of fl ycatchers and war
blers took place along the coast near San Franc;sco 
on Sept. 9 and 10. Among them was an astonishing 
co llec ti on of eas tern warblers, species which breed 
wi thin the area covered by Continental Arctic air two 
days before. To take on ly the unmistakable Am. Red
start as an example, five di fferent bi rds were observed 
on Sept. 7-15 in such continually worked areas as 
Golden Gate Park in San Francisco, Strawberry Can
yon in Berkeley, and Pacific Grove. 

Another peak warbl er period on Sept. 18, however. 
occurred during a period of stab le wea ther. The final 
peak period of September coincided with rai ns on the 
29th which may have grounded night migrants in 
the Bay area. It brought 2 more Am. Redstarts to the 
Monterey Peninsula. 

A minor peak on Oct. 4 did appear to fo llow a 
cold front. The major weathe r event of October, how
ever, was a raging storm that pounded the entire 
Northern Pacific Coast on the 12th and 13th , i:,<'uri ng 
4½ inches of rai n on the San Franc;sco Bay area in 
one 24- hour-period and reaching clocked southeast 
wi nd velocities of 120 m.p.h. on Mt. Tamalpais , 
Mar;n Co. The storm had no locally discernible ef
fect on migration, and after it b;rd popu lati ons were 
I-ow. Followi ng the storm three substantial peaks of 
migrant populations built up du ring a long period of 
essentia lly stable wea ther along the coast. An impor
tant period of arrival of wintering birds was Oct. 
16-17, along with an unusually late large passage of 
Wilson 's and Black-throated Gray Warblers. This 
peak coi ncided with rather strong northeas te rly wi nds. 
A fl ock of 100 Townsend·s W arbl ers at Eureka on 
Oct. 20 (BDP) fores hadowed the highest October 
peak in the Bay area, on the 22nd and 23rd, accom-
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panying fog and light rain. It included ano ther Am. 
Redstart and other eastern warblers. A further bui ld
up of wintering species occurred on Oct. 29 after two 
days of light southerly wi nds in the Bay area. Typical
ly, the October peaks were higher in absolu te m11n
bers than the September peaks had been, reflecting the 
fact that wintering bi rds outnumber passage migrants. 
at least along the coasta l section of this Region. 

Some of the eastern warb lers lingered at points at 
the edge of the sea for several days , suggesti ng birds 
that had gone beyond the ir point of possible correc
ti on, as R. J. Newman has described a long the Atktn ti c 
Coast. T he expected large proportion of these b irds 
·was in1,nature . 

Migration in the Interior- The lack of observa
tions from suitab le habitat in the interior durini:t the 
height of visible coastal movements precludes direct 
comparison of inla nd and coasta l migration "peaks." 
H owever, the pa ttern of migra tory movement may be 
gaged in part from these scattered records: First 
movements of smal l groups of flycatchers and war
blers (as distinguished frcm single birds) were re
corded in late Ju ly at the 6000 ft. level, Lassen Coun
ty ( ROP, et al. ), and during the first week of August 
at the 3000 ft. level in Siski you County and in the 
Centra l Valley (MSC, MM). After the first week in 
September, predominant abundance at higher eleva
tions in the Sierra sh ifted to Au dubon's Warblers and 
to the FringiLlidae (Sept. 8, 7000 ft. , Al pine County; 
Sept. 16, 6500 ft. , Lassen Cou nty). The occurrence of 
1000 Lesser Goldfinches at 9300 ft., on Sept. 13, 
Tulare County, is one of the more striking examples 
of " up-mountai n wandering," often men tioned but 
li ttl e explored or understood. No fl yca tchers and few 
warblers other than Audubon's were recorded on these 
da tes at these al titudes. 

Conversely, non-wintering, insecti vorous migrants 
became increasingly conspicuous during September in 
river-bottom habitats in the Central Valley. Early in 
that month, warblers and flycatchers were fa irl y com
mon at the mouth of the Stanisk1us River (see Opera
tion Recovery below). Empidonax fl yca tchers ou tnu m
bered all other migrants in riparian vegetation near 
Stockton on Sept. 6 and 13 (BM). Yellow, Orange
crowned, and Wilson's Warblers made up 80 per cent 
of an es timated 500 migrants in 0.4 square mile of 
river-bottom habitat in the Sacramento Valley on Sept. 
22, a clear windless day, preceded by simi lar stable 
wea ther pa tterns (MM & PdeB). 

Although the records cited are not adequate for con
clusive anal.ys is , they suggest that the highly diversified 
and often sharply deli nea ted climatic, topographical, 
and ecologica l cond itions in central Californi11 may 
pl•ay an important part in the formation of v isible 
diurnal concentrations of transient birds in this Region. 

No eas tern stmgglers were repo,ted from the in
teri·or. 

Operation Recovery-Members of the W estern 
Bird Banding Association initiated "Operation Re
covery" this fa ll •and banded a total of 100 birds at 
the mouth of the Stanislaus Ri ver, San Joaquin Co. , 
between Sept. 1 and 7 (in 261 net hours). Seem ingly, 
this is a most modest figure , yet, as poi nted cu t by 
Dr. Cogswell in the W es/em Bird Bander (37 :52 ) , 



"when converted to the standa rd O perat 'on Recovery 
unit of birds per I 000 net hcurs the take becc mes a 
very respectab le 383 per 1000 net hcurs. " Respectable 
indeed , cons ideri ng that these efforts were concen
trated prier to i:eak migration dates in the Region. 
Only l 2 mig ra nt species were banded, 72 per cent of 
them warblers, 20 per cent Empidonax fl yca tchers. N ot 
many more are to be expected at any one time and 
locati on in the W est, but th is lack of variety seems 
somewhat compensa ted for by the higher frequency of 
capture of ou r most common species as ccmpared to 
the commonest migrants in the East: the Stanislaus 
R;ver operation caugh t \Xl ilson's Warblers at a ra te 
of 92 r:er 1000 net ho urs , Yellow Warblers at 80, 
Orange-crowns at 38, and Western Flycatchers at 31. 
This , for ins tance, ccmpares very favorably wi th a 
top ra te of 5 I Catb irds per 1000 net hours at one 
eas tern station during early eastern Opera tion Re
covery activi ties in 1958. There is litt le doubt that a 
concentrated netting effort in Central California
during mid- eptember for non-wi ntering transients 
and October fr r wi ntering immig rants-wculd y'eld 
scme very wc rthwhile results. The high frequency cf 
ca tch reported in nett ing of sparrows in the Central 
Valley in Octr ber and November by Rich Stallcup and 
John Ralph ( to be recorded elsewhere ) gives an in
d ;ca tion of the untapped poss;bilities in this field. 

Pelagics, Pelicans- Although sma ll fl ecks of Scrtv 
hearwaters were observed frcm shore in Augus t and 

ea rl y September (EAA. JH) , ma jor concentrat:cns cf 
pelagic birds d id not occur off our ccast, qu;te in 
contrast to 1960 and I 96 I. The strong northwest 
winds usually associa ted with these shore fl igh ts were 
notabl y lack;ng th is fal l. Du ring an all day watch 
dm·i11g the r.eavy storm on Oct. 12, accrmpan;ed by 
strong southwes t winds , no shearwaters were seen close 
to shore (Pr;ncetcn, an Mateo Co. , OA). The mcst 
unusua l concentration after the storm was 6 Black 
Petrels in Monterey H arbor on Oct. 14 ( RLB) . o 
major flight was observed off Pt. P inos at any time 
du ring the season ( GPL). On the boat trips off Mon
terey on Sept. 9 and Oct. 6, no Bl'<lck-footed Al ba
trosses were seen and shearwaters were scarce, though 
comparative abundance was simila r to last yea r's 
early October concentrati ons ; viz . 90 New Zealand 
She-arwaters cutnumbered the usua lly more common 
Sooty Shearwaters on the Oct. 6 trip. The four Ful
mars reported are very much in contrast to last wi nter's 
invasi on. Space does not permi t a review of an inter
esting report from a trip 70 miles off San Francisco 
Bay on Aug. 25 and 26; the g rea test va r;ety of spec'es 
( but no ou tstand ing numbers) was encountered be
tween the Farall on Islands and the Cont inental Shelf, 
numbers abruptly decreas ing beyond the Shelf 
(PdeB) . The possible record of a Cape Pet,-el in 
Monterey Bay on ept. 9, seen close to the boat and 
sketched in the field ( ROP, GMcC, RSP) , po ints out 
the need for further co llecting off our shores; but one 
straggler record is known in the northern Pac ific 
Ocean. 

White Pelicans were not reported a.s widely as usua l 
from coastal areas. As outlined in a pamphlet recent ly 
sent to our contributors , all observa tions of colo,·ed 
White Pelicans shou ld be reported to J ames 0 . Keith, 

Uni versity of Cali fo rnia, D avis. 
Waterfowl, Cranes, Rails- T wo Fufrous Tree 

Ducks were shot ou t of a fl ock of 15 near Grid ley, 
Butte Co., on Oct. 20 (John Cowan. fide FGE). 
This is the first record of a flock some 100 miles 
north of their breeding range in the state. and may 
well para ll el recent northern ex tension of this species 
on the east coast. Cinnamon Teal , believed to wi nter 
largely south of the U . S. , were unusually numerous at 
the Merced \Xl ildlife Refuge: 10,030 dur ing the week 
of N ov. 18-24 (by aeria l count, DNW). Six Greater 
Scaups, a species rarely fo und inl and in Californ ia , 
at the Sacramento By-Pass on Oct. 27 ( RS. J K & .TR) , 
were followed by a report of 35 during the week of 
Nov. 18 to 24 , at the Merced Refuge (DNW). A 
report of 200 Common Mergansers at the mouth of 
the Kl amath Ri ver. D el Norte Co .. Sept. 9 (VKC) 
is the highest coastal ccncentrat 'cn recorded in re
cent years. 

In general , ducks and geese arri ved late but peak 
nu mbers were recorded by the end of November. 
Complete review is bei ng deferred to the wi nter 
seaso n report. 

The importance of even relatively smal l w il d life 
refuges is well illustra ted by two reports in thi s 
group : D on N. White. Refuge Manager at Merced 
Wildlife Refuge. reported a record popul•ation of 
15.000 Sa ndhi ll Cranes on N c.v. 7 on the "east Grass
La nds" unit of that refuge. " . the migra ti on be
comes evident abcut Oct. 1, builds up to peak about 
N ov. 10 then declines rapid ly to a few birds 
by D ec. 15." This trad it ;onal stop-over of southbound 
migrants was saved by es tablishment of the Merced 
Refuge in 1951. In the small sanctuary under guardian
ship of the Santa Clara Audubcn Society in South 
San Francisco Bay, Earl Albertson cou nted 65 Clapper 
Rails in ½ mile of fl ooded ma rsh during a high tide 
on N ov. 12 . 

Condors, Kites, Hawks-Tulare County is not 
only one of the few areas in the state where f re
qu ency of occu rrence of Calif omia Condors has in
creased s;nce 1930, but is also the cnl y lccali ty where 
in recent history ( 1950) an active nes t was found 
away from the metro pol is of the species in the sta te 
(The California Condor, C. B. Koford , 1953 ). This 
summer and fal l several residen ts reported these birds 
in the sou thern section of that county; reliable sight
ings fo ll ow: Sept. 12, Solo Peak (2) ; Sept. 13, la te 
Mt. ( 1) ; Sept. 18, Springville ( 1) ; Oct. 20, Camp 
Nelson, ( l) ; all Tulare County, eleva tions from 
1200 to 9000 ft. (Mr. and Mrs. Frank M'res). Or•e 
was near Cahoon Lookout in sou thern Sequoi•a Na
t 'onal Park en Aug. 19 (Carl ]'v[err;man, fide R. C. 
Burns). Mr. Burns, Acting Chief Naturalis t at the 
Pa rk , reported a total of fo ur sightings in 1960 and 
1961; one, seen by him on Jan. 1, 1961 , provides 
evidence that these birds are sparingly present during 
the win ter in that area. Another report. accompanied 
by exce ll ent details , came from Tuolum ne Cou nty, 
in the foo thills approaching Yo emite at'l Park: 3 
adu lts flushed at 100 feet from a roost with Turkey 
Vultures ne,ar Jacksonville, July 7 (Ron Hennesey and 
Ken Bl osser) . Turkey Vu ltu res were judged to be 
more nu merous this summer, wi th fa ll concentrations 
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frequently mentioned; among others, 111 southbound 
migrants were counted over suburban Fresno on Oct. 
l (Mrs . J . W. Bradley). 

White- tail ed Kites were present fo r several days 
in mid-August in Scott Valley, Siskiyou Co. , 80 miles 
north of their known range in the state ( well docu
mented, fide MSC) . Three were seen near their north
ern range on the coas t: 1 at Loleta, Humboldt Co. , 
Sept. 22 (BDP) ; 1 at Mendoc ino, Oct. 29; and 1 
at Ft. Bragg, Mendocino Co. (J & AM). They were 
well represented this year in thei r normal range in 
the Reg ion, particularly so in Sonoma County (N M , 
et al. ) . Sharp-shinned H awks became very numerous 
in open grass land on the Pt. Reyes Peninsul a in early 
1 ovember; on Oct. 6 an immature was /lyi ng in a 
northeasterly d irection, 5 ft . above the ocean, fcur 
mi les off the Monterey coast (GM cC & ROP). 

Shorebirds- A small area, regularly ce nsused , 
often yie lds the clearest picture of migrant flu ctuati ons, 
especial ly when the very abundance of the birds in 
this group along ou r coas t makes estimates difficult. 
The fo ll owing data on the "peep" migration are 
ex tracted from Richard T . H olmes weekly census of 
approxi mately l mile of mud /lats along San Fran
cisco Bay, near Emeryville, Alameda Co. 

Least TV est. 
Sandpiper* Du 11 /i11 Sa11dpiper* * 

Sept. 1-15 200 0 600 
16- 30 200 25 1000 

Oct. 1-15 200 200 1400 
16-31 410 5600 3500 

Nov. 1-15 400 5200 2400 
16-30 250 5600 2600 

* present since early August 
* * present since early Ju ly 

Casua l observa tions during July and August suggest 
there may be an earlier peak fo r the two species 
present at that t ime, but this requires further detailed 
observa tion. 

The heavy October storm was believed to have had 
two effec ts : ( l) La rger concentrations at sheltered 
loca tions during the storm, and (2) considerable 
spreading out of birds waiting out the high tides . 
H oward L. Cogswell , in censusing a large a rea in 
the vici nity of the new O akl and Airport, points out 
the importance of the heights of the " high t ide" 
and fl ooding due to heavy ra 'n in relation to concen
trations on loafing grounds-or "waiting grou nds"
as he prefers to ca ll them, "i n order to ca ll at
tention to the real function of these areas in the life of 
the birds." Br way of ex>ample, in the morning of 
Oct. 6, during a 3.9 ft. tide, he estimated 10,000 
W estern Sandpipers concentra ted inside a dike near 
Bay Farm Isla nd; in the afternoon, during a 4.9 ft. 
tide 20,000 were massed at the same place ( peak 
cou nt) . \X1i th much more wa ter in tha t area after 
the heavy ra ins in mid-October, many thousands were 
still present on these "wai ting grounds" on Oct. 21 , 
but now· widely sca ttered (HLC) . On Oct. 10, a t the 
onset of the storm, 250 Semipalmated Pl overs, 500 
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Snowy Plovers, and 1500 Sanderlings were estimated 
in addition to some 7000 " peeps" along ¼ mile of 
shoreline at south Alameda (Junea W. Kell y, fide 
ER) . About 2000 Sanderlings were at the Emeryville 
mud fla ts on Oct. 14, "probabl y blown in after the 
storm'' (£O W ) . Other peak counts from the San 
Francisco Bay area: 1500 Black-be! lied Plovers , 300 
Long-billed Curlews, Oct. 23, east of San Leandro Bay 
(E R ) ; at the same loc,a tion 150 Knots , Nov. 4 (PdeB 
& MM) , and 60 at South San Francisco Bay, N ov. 
11 (EAA) ; 1000 dowi tchers, Aug. 29, east of San 
Leandro Bay (HLC); 1400 Am. Avocets, Sept. 14, 
Oakland Airport (HLC) . Additional reports of high 
counts in August, though in our opinion not un
reasonable, are not included at this time mainly be
cause areas of observa tion and tide conditions make 
compari son with the above records impracticable. 

It is of interes t to compare these data wi th D r. 
B. D . Parmeter's records from the mouth of the 
Eel River, Humboldt Co., about 200 miles to the 
north . His reco rds clearly illustrate the different status 
of certain species at the two latitudes : Semipalmated 
P lover, peak Aug. 7, none after Oct. 10; Whimbrel , 
peak on Aug. 7 ( 400 in 5 miles) , last reco rd on 
Aug. 14; dowi tcher, peak on Sept. 8, las t record on 
Sept. 22; Western Sandpiper, peak on Sept. 22 
( "1000s") , in Oct. and N ov., 100 or less; Am . Avo
cet, 31 on Sept. 22, and 4 on Oct. 2 I (highest num
ber ever recorded at that northern coastal locati on. 
the species does not migra te along the coast north 
of San Francisco Bay). All of these birds commonl y 
winter in the San Francisco Bay area and south. 

Phal aropes were low in numbers in general., in 
part;cular Red Phal aropes which, along with other 
pe lagic migrants , were " notable for lack of numbers 
along the Monterey coast" (GPL). 

In land migration of shorebirds is almost totally 
dependent upon managed water and d:fficult to assess. 
Long-billed Curlews, favoring the in teri or rcute, were 
numerous. A /l ock in a flooded fi eld east of D avis , 
built up from 25 birds on Aug. 5, to 950 on Sept. 
22 , and was accompan;ed by 45 ~ / himbrels on Aug. 
19 only ( 5 da tes of observation, FGE. /-IN. MM, 
GMcC, et al). Another 1000 Long-billed Curlews 
were at the Gustine Gun Club on Sept. 30 (PdeB 
& MM). 

U nusual Species and Locality Records- Although 
coverage was com parable, two species appeared in 
much lower numbers than last year: Am . Golden 
Pl overs ( 26 vs. 6 ) and Pectora l Sandpipers (110 vs. 
22 ) ; 5 of the la tter were seen at Grey Lodge Refuge 
at the l•ate da te of N ov. 2 ( RS, JK & JR) . Judged 
by previous records , both species flu ctuate g reatly and 
peak /lights may coincide (see AFN 11: 55 ) . Lesser 
Yellowlegs also were low in numbers , though they 
appeared early at Grey Lodge Refuge ( l , July 12, 
TLR). Baird's Sandpipers were reported in the usual 
small groups of 5 or less , both inland and on the 
coas t. Up to 3 Knots seen by several observers on 
Aug. 19 at the D avis Sewage Farm rep resent one 
of the few inland records in California (FGE, BK. 
GMcC, el al. ). A Stilt Sandpiper, among a group of 
dowi tchers, was at the Bri dge Toll Pl aza, Alameda 
Co. , on Sept. 16, we! I described by Lyn n Farrar. 



Jaegers, Gulls, Terns, Alcids-Though not nu
merous off the coast, jaegers were fairly common in 
San Francisco Bay: 6 in the Bay at the begi nn ing 
of the storm on Oct. 10 (Olga Clarke) ; both Pomar
ine and Parasitic identified there in September (HLC, 
11;,·MP). On Aug. 27, a Long-tailed Jaege,·, "with 
cent ra l rectrices fully eight to ten inches long . 
the tail hav ing an undul ating motion somewhat like 
the M agpie-jay of Mexico," was observed over Clear 
Lake, Lake Co., for the first in land record in Cal i
fornia (Jerro ld D . Conners & Dr. S. F. Cook, Jr.). 
Gulls and terns, simi lar to other birds inhabiting the 
coastal beaches, were concentrated in shallow bays 
and r iver inlets during the October storm ; onl y one 
or two possible storm victims were reported . This 
was not a fli ght year for Elegant Terns. 40 being 
the highest number at M oss Landi ng, and there were 
<' nly si ngle individuals around San Francisco Bay. 
Three X antus' Murrelet , recorded on Aug. 25 and 
26, about 40 mi les off San Francisco, were the 
c nl y alcids present in "deep sea waters" ( 1000 
fathoms ) , l examined in hand (PdeB). 

Cuckoos, Hummingbirds, Sapsuckers-A Yell ow
billed Cuckoo was singi ng on the late date of Sept. 
30 at the mouth of the Stanislaus River (PdeB & 
MM) , as many as 5 being reported there du r ing 
Operation Recovery activities in September ( RS, H LC, 
et al.). A Roadru nner was at the unusual loca tion of 
5000 ft. in Sequoia at'I Park on Aug. 16 (RCB) . 
Selasphorus hummingbirds were recorded later than 
usual in the Bay Area ( 2 records in ovember) . The 
migration of Rufous H ummingbirds seemed to reach 
its peak on Aug. 13 at 6400 ft. in Tulare County 
(MEM) , and on Aug. 22 to 23 in Chico, Butte Co. 
(TLR) . A male of this species seemingly returned 
to the same loca tion in Golden Gate Park, San Fran
cisco, where it wintered last season; it has been 
present there since Oct. 21 (VdaC, FP) . The uuchalis 
race of the Yell ow-bellied Sapsucker was occasionall y 
seen in Carmel in October ( GPL). 

Flycatchers, Swallows, Corvids, N uthatches
For the 6th consecu tive year, Tropical K ingbirds were 
reported al ong the coast : 3 from Oct. 18 to 25 on the 
Pt. Reyes Peninsula ( GM, et al. , 1 banded, RS) ; l at 
Princeton, San Mateo Co., Oct. 25 ( OA) ; 2 at Pigeon 
Point, S,an Mateo Co., Nov. 9 (DM cL ) ; I at Alameda, 
N ov. 27 to ,at leas t D ec. 8 (ER, et al.). This may be 
regarded as ·a reg ular, excl usively coas tal, fall visitor 
to the Region. Of interest is this bird 's observed 
habi t of tak ing grasshoppers off the ground ra ther 
than depending on fl ying insects , "a feeding be
havior which seems to make it more capable of win
ter survival than other flyca tchers" (PdeB). Please 
refer to the introductory remarks for records of 
Empidonax flycatchers. Olive-sided Flycatchers , along 
with an apparent peak in flycatcher migra ti on, were 
recorded in the Central Valley on ep t. l and 3 
(S & WA, PdeB). 

wallows were later than usual: Several hundred 
Violet-greens were skimming low over the Kl amath 
River, northern Siskiyou County, duri ng the heavy 
rain storm on Oct. 11 and 14 (MSC) ; 20 were found 
dead along the banks ; they were widespread a long the 
coas t unt il mid-October ( GLB, BDP, MS). One im-

matu re Barn Swall ow was present in Sonoma County, 
as la te as ov. 17 ( GLB). Cliff wallows, usua lly 
one of the first to depart, were still at Ferndale, 
Humboldt Co., O ct. 12 (BDP) and 1000 at pring
ville, Tu lare Co. , on Oct. 16 (ME.M). N o lowland 
invasions of corvids or nuthatches were reported dur
ing the period. 

Thrashers, Thrushes, Kiaglets, Shrikes, Starlings 
- A Brown T hrashe,- (photographed) at a feed er 2 
mi les sou th of Big Sur, Monterey Co., from Oct. 28 
to Nov. 15 (Mrs. W. M. Chenery, V LY, RLB) adds 
to the long list of "eastern" birds this season. All 
three wintering thru shes were considered very scarce 
early in the season by the majority of observers . At 
the end of r ovember, Robi ns and Varied Thrushe 
became more numerous, but the Herm it Thrush re
mai ned " unbe lievably scarce." Quite in contrast, both 
Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kingle ts, though 
late in arriving , were decidedly more widespread than 
usual. Cedar Waxwings were rated similar to the 
thrushes " late and scarce." A N orthern Shrike was at 
Lake Tahoe on the relatively early date of Oct. 28 
(HLC); judged by previous records they may prove 
to be of regula r occurrence at that locati on. Starl ings, 
along with blackbirds, elici ted a unanimous opinion : 
More numerous than ever. "Tripled from last year" 
(San Jose, DMcL ) , "very common" (Humboldt Coun
ty, BDP) , are only examples of the comments re
ceived. Their ar ri val on the coas t seemed to fall in 
mid-October. 

Vireos, Warblers- The following sight reports 
will serve as an illust ration of the apparent high in
cidence of stragg lers from eastern migrati on rou tes. 
With the exception of the Pt. Reyes Peninsula ( 4 
records, 2 accidentals) , coverage was comparable to 
other yea rs. (Birds in italics are considered acc idental 
in the Regi on, others casual or rare): Red- eyed Vireo, 
1, at Moss Landing, Sept. 9 (RS & JK) ; Black-a nd
white Warble r, 1, at Carmel, Oct. 22 (E~
bert in The Sanderling, N ov. 1962) ;_Tennessee War
blfI.. (both fall adu lts) , 1 at Ti lden Park , Sept. 12 
(PdeB), and l in Oakland. Oct. 18 ( RS & JK) ; Cape 
May W arbler, 1, Pt. Reyes Peninsula, Oct. 28 ("'f5'aelr,' 
RS & JK) ; Chesmut-sided W arbler (all immatures) , 
5 sightings, 2 + birds, in Tilden Park on ept. 9 and 
10 (EOW' , MM, PdeB. RS) , 1 in Tilden Park, Oct. 
23 and 24 (PdeB, RS) ; Blackpoll W arbler, l , Pt. 
Reyes Peninsul a, Oct. 28 (RS, JK, PdeB. MM, pho
tographed by GM) ; Palm Warbler, 1, Golden Gate 
Park, Sept. 26 (FP) , 1, Pt. Reyes Peninsula, Oct. 21 
and 22 (RS, JK, JR, GM): Northern Waterthrush, 
1, Pt. Reyes Peninsula, Oct. 21 and 22 (JR, RS, JK . 
GM) ; Jim Redstart tptal of 8 records. 7 immatures or 
females: 5 different birds in Monterery and San Fran
cisco Bay Area between Sept. 7 and 15 ( RLB, GPL. 
VLY, FP, PdeB, MM) ; l at Pacific Grove, Sept. 24 
(RLB) , l at Monterey, Sept. 25 ( RLB) , 1 at Pt. 
Reyes Peninsula, Oct. 21 (RS, JK & JR). For discus
sion of this highly unusual invasion as well as the 
warbler migra tion in general , please refer to the 
introductory remarks. 

Fringillidae- Reports of 4000 to 5000 H ouse 
Finches at Success Lake, Tulare Co. in October and 
November (MEM) , and "1000s" of Lark Sparrows 
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in southern interior Monterey County on Aug. 28 
(RLB), demonstrate the importance of these southern 
grasslands to the non-breeding assemblies of these 
"partial migrants." That House Finches perform a 
partial migration, at least in some areas, is indicated 
by flocks of 100 to 500, passing overhead and disap
pearing in a southerly direction in Glen Ellen, Sono
ma Co., Oct. 9, 12, and 16 (MS). 

The Scarcity of Sparrows-Although ".first seen" 
dates were normal or even early, there was agreement 
as to the lateness of the bulk populations and general 
scarcity in this group. Closer study oi the reports 
reveals a somewhat more complex picture: Oregon 
Juncos, "largely missing" early in the season, built 
up to normal populations at the end of November. 
White-crowned Sparrows were scarce throughout. 
Golden-crowned Sparrows, though late, were normal 
or slightly .above. Fox Sparrows were very scarce until 
the end of the period; "none so far, usually 5 this 
date" (mid-November) was the almost identical com
ment of two contributors banding at their homes in 
the Bay Area (FH, DMcL). The one dissident voice 
came from our only contributor in the northern in
terior: Mrs. Margaret S. Chandlee, who keeps a daily 
chart near Yreka, did not record any spectacular 
change in the bird population as compared to previous 
years, though some species appeared i'ate. It will be 
interesting to see what shift will be precipitated by 
a break in the generally mild weather conditions in 
the central part of the Region. 

Corrigendum-AFN 16 (5) :504; the 45th line of 
the second column should read "Fortuna, Humboldt 
Co." instead of "Ventura, Humboldt Co." 

Contributors-Earl A. Albertson, Oliver Allen, 
Sam and Willie Argante, Gordon L. Bolander, Mrs. 
J. W. Bradley, Ronald L. Branson, Richard C. Burns, 
Arthur S. Campbell, Margaret S. Chandlee, Olga 
Clarke, Howard L. Cogswell, Jerrold D. Conners, 
Rachel Coy, Vee K. Curtis, Val Dacosta, Fred G. 
Evenden, Lynn Farrar, James Ferrell, Florence Haas, 
Emilie Hodnette, Richard T. Holmes, Jessie ·Hooper, 
Dorothy B. Hunt, Betty Kimball, Robbins King, Janet 
Kroesen, George P. Lamont, Stephen Matteson, Don
ald McLean, Natalie Mestechin, Bob Miller, Grace 
Miller, Mabel E. Mires, Art and Jean Morley, Helen 
Norbot, V�rnon Oswald, Benjamin D. Parmeter, Ed
win R. Pickett, Florence Plymell, Wm. M. Pursell, 
John Ralph, Robert J. Richardson, Elsie Roemer, 
Thomas L. Rodgers, Marianne Shepard, Richard Stall
cup, Arthur Wang, Edwin 0. Willis, Donald N. 
White, Howard Wurlitzer. 

Editorial Committee-Theodore Chase, Jr., Paul 
De Benedictis, Horace H. Jeter, Guy McCaskie, Rob
ert 0. Paxton, George S. Peyton.-Compiler,- MARIE 
MANS, 2723-B Stuart St., Berkeley 5, Calif. 
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