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The following report was received incomplete.
Red Phalaropes, Black-legged Kittiwakes,
Northen Fulmars, and Ancient Murrelets
staged major early-winter irruptions, and
kittiwakes and fulmars remained abundant
in Monterey Bay all winter. A strong
storm Dec. 11-12 moved some seabirds to
unusual sites, affected shorelines, and blew
down many trees.

Loons to Storm-Petrels
Two Pacific Loons on Lewiston Res.,
Trinity, Dec. 18 (JSt, JEHu) were scarce
inland. As in winter 1994-1995, three Yel-
low-billed Loons appeared in the Monterey
area. The adult off Pacific Grove stayed
through Feb. 10 (RT, fJM, ph. BMcK).
Another adult was off Ft. Ord Dec. 29
(DLSh, SFB, ph. BMcK) and an immature
was off Pt. Pinos Feb. 5 (RT). Probably
both adults were return-
ing birds.

Warm temperatures
and open water allowed 4
species of grebes to linger
tnto Winter at Modoc
N.W.R. (RLR). Thus the
“early” Horned Grebe at
Tule L., Siskiyou, Feb. 17
(R.R.0.S.) might have
wintered there.

The high count of
Laysan Albatrosses was
>16 offshore Monterey
Jan. 14 (DLSh). Exciting PACIFIC
news to landlubbing bird- OCEAN
ers was the return of the
Laysan Albatross to Pr.
Arena Cove, Mendocino,
Dec. 5-Mar. 14 (GS,
m.ob.).

The N. Fulmar irrup-
tion was exemplified by
1025 counted flying N
past Pillar Pt., San Mateo,
Dec. 2 (RSTh). The pro-
portion of white morphs
increased in February to

about one-third (DR). A

Adult Yellow-billed Loon near Pacific Grove, Califor-
nia, December 29, 1995. Photograph/Bert McKee.

This Laysan Albatross again spent most of the
winter just offshore at Point Arena, California,
where it was photographed December 9, 1995.
Photograph/Steve Metz.
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Marbled Murrelet of the Asian or *“Long-billed”
form, probably soon to be considered a distinct
species, off Humboldt Bay, California, December
7, 1995. Note that the areas of black below the
eye and on the side of the breast are very limit-
ed, the white in the lore is very limited, and
there is a faint pale area on the side of the
black hindneck. Photograph/Sean McAllister.

unprecedented in recent years. Up to eight
per day were seen in Monterey and Pacific
Grove Dec. 31-E.O.P. (AB, DR, RC), and
>20 was a guess at the true total present.
Up to four or more settled off the Big Sur
R. mouth Jan. 14+ (RHy, JTz, DR). A
cooperative “Long-billed” Marbled Mut-
relet (Brachyramphus [marmoratus] perdix)
foraged just outside the N. Jetty of Hum-
boldt Bay, Humboldr, Dec. 7-9 (DFx, ph.
SMcA, 1JTz). This Asian form, probably
soon to achieve recognition as a full species,
has established an impressive record of
vagrancy. Dertails of previous unpublished
records in n.w. California during other sea-
sons will appear elsewhere (DFx). Four sin-
gle scrippsi Xantus’ Murrelets were found in
the Monterey Bay area Dec. 29-Jan. 14
(JiD, tSFB, DR, AB, DLSh); they are rare
even at thar latitude in winter, but a Xan-
tus’ Murrelet was reported as far north as
Shelter Cove, Humboldr, Jan. 17 (M.
Woods, fide SWH). Peak reports of Ancient
Murrelets included 170 in Monterey Bay
Dec. 29 (JiD, SFB, DLSh) and 180 at Pt.
ArenaCoveJan. 6 (RS).

Observers: Stephen F. Bailey, Alan
Baldridge, Rita Carratello, Jim Danzen-
baker, Jeff Davis, Al DeMartini, George
Finger, David Fix, Steve A. Glover, Stanley
W. Harris, Rich Hoyer, John E. Hunter,
Timothy D. Manolis, Jennifer Matkin,
Sean McAllister, Bryan J. Mclntosh, Bert
McKee, Peter ]. Metropulos, Joseph Mor-
lan, Redwood Region Ornithological Soci-
ety, Robert J. Richmond, Don Roberson,
Mike M. Rogers, Ronnie L. Ryno, Debra
L. Shearwater, Rich Stallcup, John Ster-
ling, Grace Steuer, David L. Suddjian, Jim
Teitz, Richard Ternullo, Ronald S. Thorn,
Jerry R. White, M. Woods.
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