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Southern 
Paciic Coast 
Region 

GUY MCCASKIE 

This winter was mild with slightly below­
average amounts of rainfall, particularly so 
in rhe southern portion of the Region. 
Higher-than-normal numbers of Northern 
Fulmars off the coast throughout rhe peri­
od, a "wreck" of Red Phalaropes along the 
coasr following a series of December 
storms, and an incredible number of 
Ancient Murrelers along rhe coast ar rhe 
same rime made seabird watching exciting. 
An remarkable 19 species of gulls included 
California's first Red-legged Kirriwake and 
Ivory Gull. Most invasive species were rare 
(e.g. Purple Finches, Pine Siskins) or virtu­
ally nonexistent (e.g . Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, Varied Thrush) away from 
breeding localities, and our common win­
ter wood warblers and sparrows appeared 
to be in low numbers, particularly at the 
start of the season. However, the diversity 
of passerines, particularly wood warblers, 
was astonishing and included several 

species accidental in orrh America in 
mid-winter. In all chis was an exciting 
winter for Southern California birders. 

Abbreviations: C.B.R.C. ( California Bird 
Records Committee -Michael A. Patten ,  
Secretery, PO Box 51959, Riverside, CA 
92517); L.A.C.N.H.M. (Los Angeles Coun­
ty Natural Hi story Museum); N.E.S.S. 
(north end of the Salton Sea, Riverside Co.); 
S.E.S.S. (south end of the Salton Sea, Imper­
ial Co.); S.F.K.R.P. (South Fork Kern River 
Preserve near Weldon ,  Kern County); 
S.Y.R.M. (Santa Ynez River mouth west of 
Lompoc, Santa Barbara County). As virtu­
ally all rarities in s. California are seen by 
many observers, only the observer(s) ini­
tially finding and identifying the bird are 
included. Reports submitted without doc­
umentation are not normally published. 

Loons to Herons 

A Pacific Loon far inland on Klondike L. 
near Big Pine, Inyo, Dec. 5 (T&JH) was a 
lace fall migrant. The only Red-necked 
Grebe reported was one in Santa Barbara 
Dec. 30 (DA). 

A Laysan Albatross over the Santa Bar­
bara Channel Feb. 3 (PK) was closer ro 
shore than normal. Since Flesh-footed 
Shearwarers are rare over s. California 
waters, one seen from Long Pr. on the 
Palos Verdes Pen., Los Angeles, Dec. 23 
(BSc) and another seen from a boar off 
Laguna Beach, Orange, Dec. 29 OEP) were 
noteworthy. A Leach's Srorm-Perrel in La 
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Jolla, San Diego, Dec. 14 (SW) is one of 
ve ry few seen from shore in s. Cali forn ia. 

An ad . Tri co lored Hero n at S.E.S.S ., 
Mar. 2-30 (MA P) was believed to have 

wintered loca ll y, and es tablished the 5th 
such record for the Salton Sea. 

Whistling-Ducks to Hawks 
Six Fulvous Whistling-Ducks, rare in win­
ter, were at Ramer L. near S. E.S .. , Dec. 
25-28 (MAP). An imm. Tundra Swan at 
S.E.S.S. , Feb. 20-Mar. 2 (KS , MAP) was 

unusually fa r somh . A o Garganey near 
S.Y.R.M. , Dec. 29+ (B H) was the first to 
be fo und wintering in s. California . Four 
Tufted Ducks were reported, with a male 
spend ing its 3rd winter on Oso Flaco L. , 
San Luis Obispo, Dec. 26-Jan. 15 (M P), a 
female near Saticoy, Ventura, Feb. I I-Mar. 
5 (ST), a male on Pyram id L. , Los Angeles, 

Dec. 10-19 (KLG), and another male at 
S.E.S.S., Jan. 14-2 1 (RogH ). A o Tufted 
Duck X scaup sp. well srndied on San Elijo 
Lagoon, San Diego, Feb. 18-24 (ELM) wa 

the 4 th exam ple of this hybrid to be identi­
fi ed in s. Ca li fornia. A 9 King Eider, a 
casual straggler to s. California, was at . 
Laguna Beach, Orange, Dec. 23 QEP), and 
what may have been the same bird was 
about 20 mi to the northwest at Hun ting­
ton Beach Dec. 28 (DSP). T he 9 H arle­
quin Duck fo und in Cayucos, San Luis 

Obispo, Oct. 3 1 was still present Feb. 11 
(JSR). Two O ldsquaws on the Colorado R. 
near Need les, San Bernardino, Dec. 26 
(EAC) and an ad. male in Riverside Nov. 
29-Jan. 6 (BGP) were inland, where rare. A 

-...... Black Scorer, the least likely scorer inland, 
was on the Colorado R. below Parker Dam, 

an Bernardino, Feb. I I- Mar. 16 (SG). A 
o Surf Scorer at S.E.S.S ., Jan. 22-27 (PEL) 
was inland, where unusual at this ti me of 

the yea r. The o Barrow's Goldeneye that 
returned to L. Cachuma, Santa Barbara, 

Nov. 26 for i ts 3 rd winter remain ed 

through Jan. 13 OEL). 
The Harris Hawk that returned to San­

tee, San Diego, Oct. 11 for its 2nd winter 
could not be found afte r Jan. 10 (RS), but 
.:5.seve n around Borrego Spr in gs, San 

Adult male Oldsquaw in Riverside, California, 
November 30, 1995. Photograph/Brian G. 
Prescott. 
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Male Garganey in flight near the mouth of the 
Santa Ynez River, California, January 2, 1996. 
Photograph/ Brad Hines. 

Diego, since at least October (these birds 
may have been present all summ er, fide 

RT) were still present at the end of the 
period. A Swainson's Hawk photographed 
near S.Y.R.M. , Feb. 11 (BH), another seen 
n ea r Leuca di a, San Diego, Feb . 15 
(K&CR) and cwo more near Bakersfield , 
Kern, Feb. 16 (MOC) could all have been 
wi ntering loca ll y o r been exceptiona ll y 
ea rl y spring migrants . At leas t six Zo ne­
tai led Hawks were present in the coastal 
lowlands, where small numbers are now 
fo und each winter, with one that rernrned 

to Goleta, Santa Barbara, Sept. 22 for its 
3rd wi nter sti ll present Mar. 25 (JEL), one 
that returned to Ojai, Ventura, Nov. 26 for 
its 3rd wi nter still present Mar. 11 (BSi), 

and four more reported from sca ttered 
locali ties in coastal San Diego. 

Cranes to Murrelets 
A Sa ndhill Cra n e fir s t seen o n Sa n 
Nicholas I. in October and still present 
Feb. 25 (WW) , ano th er fo und on th e 
Palos Verdes Pen. , Feb. 5 (poss ibly late 
November) and still present Mar. 7 (MB) , 
and a third near San Juan Capist rano , 
Orange, Dec. 16-17 (SSca, MD) were all 
far from areas of normal occurrence. 

Five Pacific Golden-Plovers at their tra­
ditional winter ing locality in Seal Beach , 
Orange, throughout the period (DRW) 
were the on ly reported. A flock of 42 Mc. 
Plovers in Seal Beach Dec. 30 0 F) repre­
sented a large number for along the coast 
today. An American Oyscercaccher with 
one-two Am. x Black Oyscercatche r 
hyb rids and .$. 19 Black Oystercacchers in 
Laguna Beach much of the winter (D RW) 

probably included the two "Am. Oyster­
cacchers" reported there Sept. 2-5, and was 
exceptional since any oystercaccher is very 
rare to casual in Orange, and "pure" Am. 
Oyscercacchers are casua l to accidental in 
Ca liforn ia; ano ther Am. x Black Oyster­
catcher hybrid was photographed in Ven­
rnra Jan. 8-9 (DDJ). T he Solitary Sand­
piper in Torrance, Los Angeles, since Nov. 

12 was still present Dec. 3 1 (MH ) and was 
believed to have spent its 6th winter at chis 
location. Up to seven Ruddy Turnscones at 
S.E.S .S., Dec. 9-Jan . 3 1 (G McC) were 
winteri ng at this inland locality. A 9 Ru ff 
at S.E .S.S ., Mar. 12-26 (DN, S e) was 
believed to have wintered locally. 

Two Laughing Gulls at N.-E.S.S., Jan. 14 
(CMcG) and one-two aro und S.E.S .S./ 
Ramer L. all winter (GMcC) were unex­

pected for chis time of the yea r. A Franklin's 
Gu ll in Arvin , Kern, Dec. 15- 16 OCW) 
was probably a lace fall straggler. An ad . Lit­
tl e Gull was with a large flock of Bonapart's 
Gu lls off Pt. Fermin , Los Angeles, Dec. 23 
(BSc) and another adu lt was at N.E.S.S., 
Mar. 2 (G McC). The Black-headed G ull 
that returned to Sama Barbara Nov. 21 for 

its 4th winter rema ined through Jan. 30 
(JEL). Up ro three Mew G ulls, ra re fa r 
inland, were in Arvin th roughom the win­
ter (JCW), a nd sing le birds were at 
S.E.S.S., Jan 19 (PEL) and at nearby Braw­
ley Jan . 26 (ELM) . Th ree ad . Lesser Black­
backed Gulls were fo und, with one present 
for its 2nd winter at Dana Point, Orange, 

Dec. I 8-Mar. 20 0 EP, HLJ), another pho­
tograp hed in Ocea nsi de, San Diego, Feb. 
22-Mar. 2 (PAC), and the third inland in 

Brawley Jan. 22-28 (PEL); these, along with 
one more_ in the San Francisco Bay area to 
the north , suggest tl1is species is now more 
than an accidenta l straggler ro che West 
Coast. An ad . Ye ll ow-footed G ull pho­
tographed at Cabrillo Beach in Long Beam 
Jan. 7 (M H , KL) provided the first record 

• for Los Angeles. A first-year W. G ull pho­
tographed at Parker Dam, San Bernardino, 
Dec. 28 (EAC) is one of a ve ry few ever 
found along the Colorado R. A first-winter 
Glaucous Gull in Oceanside Mar. 14 (PAC) 
was the on ly one reported. A first-winter 
Black-legged Kittiwake on Baldwin L. in the 
San Bernardino Mes. , Dec. 4 (REW) and 

Adult Lesser Black-backed Gull at Oceanside, 
California, March 2, 1996. One of three present 
in the region this winter. Photograph/Jack W. 
Schlotte. 
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Astounding was this immature Ivory Gull found 
in far southern California at Dana Point January 
5, 1996. A first for California, it apparently pro­
vided the southernmost record ever for the 
species. PhotograpW Joel Weintraub. 

another first-winter bird photographed ac 
S. E.S.S., Dec. I 7-Feb. IO (Rog H ) were 
inland, where accidental. A Red-legged Kic­
tiwake picked up in a weakened condition 
in Anaheim, Orange, Feb. 28 was taken to a 
local animal shelter, where it died 2 weeks 
later (DRW, • L.A.C.N.H.M .); since chere 

are 5 reco rds for the Oregon coas t , th is 
species was expected in n. Cal ifo rnia waters, 
but not inland at an apartment complex ins. 
California. Totally unexpected was a first­
winter Ivory Gull photographed ar Dana 
Pt. , Jan. 5 (JW) ; chis was rhe first ro be 
found in California, and establ ished rh e 
southernmost locality for this species nor 
only in North America bur the entire North­

ern Hemisphere. 
A remarkable 487 An cient Murrelers 

were counted Aying S past La Jolla du ring 
11 1 /2 hours of seawarching Dec. 14-18 , 
including 257 in 4 hours Dec. 15 (SW); 
in addition, 30 were seen from Newport 
Beach Dec. 15 (BED ). Bur des pi te chis 
apparent mass ive movement into s. Cali ­
forn ia waters, no more rhan one-rwo indi ­
viduals were reported from ocher localiri es 

along the coast later in the winter. 

Doves to Woodpeckers 
A White-winged Dove in Ventura Dec. 27 
(ST) was along the coast, where unexpect­
ed in winter. At least rwo Com. Grou nd­
Doves were still present in Nipomo, San 
Luis Obispo, a t th e end of th e pe r iod 
(PAW); this species appea red at thi s n. 
ext reme of its expand ing range in 1994 
and now appears established as resident. A 
Groove-billed Ani, the 10th robe fou nd in 
California, was in H arbor C iry, Los Angeles, 
Dec. 2+ (TK, N P, PGS) . AN. Pygmy-Owl 
at S.F.K.R.P., Dec. 27 (SR) was away from 
any area o f no rmal occurrence. A Co m. 
Poorwill in Orange Feb. 14 (DRW) is one 
of only a few seen in winter. A Aock of 20 
Vaux 's Sw ifts ju s t to th e s . of Sa n 
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C lemente, San Diego, Feb. 7 (LRH ) was 
undoubtedly wintering loca lly. A c3 Broad­
billed Hummingbird chat returned for its 
3 rd winter ro Camarillo , Ventura, Oct. 14 
was still present Mar. 9 (J&H W) . 

T he fact chat z_eigh t Yellow-bellied Sap­
suckers were fo und scattered th roughout 
the Regionsupports the idea this species is 
a rare but regular visitor to Cal iforn ia. T he 
White-headed Woodpecker found in Cas­
taic, Los Angeles, Oct. 29 was still present 
Mar. 3 (KLG). 

Flycatchers to Vireos 
The Least Flyca tcher found in Manhatten 
Beach, Los Angeles, Sept. 25 was still present 
Feb. 9 (MH), and another wintering indi­
vidual was in Costa Mesa, Orange, Jan . 
I-Mar. 17 (BED). A Gray Flyca tcher in 
Manhatten Beac h all winte r (E H ), an d 
another in San Diego Dec. 16-Feb. 12 (JZ) 
were the on ly rwo reported. Single "Western 
Flyca tche rs" were in Go leta Jan. 12- 15 
(LRB), in Riverside all winter (CMcG), and 
a 3rd in Harbor C ity Jan . 14 (KLG) was giv­
ing the "psu-weet" cal ls of a Pacific-slope Fly­
ca tcher. Si ngle E. Phoebes at L. Cachume 
Dec. 2 (JC), in Lompoc Dec. 9 (YH), and 
in Santa Barbara Dec. 9-Jan. I (CH) may 
have been except ionally late fall stragglers , 
but one near Tecopa, Inyo, Jan. 8-Mar. 9 
(BB), another in Riverside Dec. 29-Mar. 18 

(C-TL), one near Point Mugu, Ventura, Jan. 
27-Feb. 17 (AL), and a 4th near Earp, San 
Bernardino, Feb. 4 (RMcK) were all clearly 
winteri ng. A Vermil ion Flycatcher near Inde­
pendence Dec. 10-22 (RAH) was unusually 
far north for th is time of rhe year. The Tropi-

Groove-billed Ani in Los Angeles County, Califor­
nia, December 4, 1995. About the tenth state 
record. PhotograpWArnold Small. 

cal Kingbird char arrived in Golera Oct. 26 
for its 4 rh winte r was still present Mar. 6 
(JEL), and another was near Point Mugu 
Feb. 16-Mar. 11 (DDJ). The Thick-billed 
Kingbird present in Pomona, Los Angeles, for 
its 4th wi nter was sti ll present ar the end of 
the period (KLG). 

A N. Rough-winged Swallow in Goleta 
Nov. 25-Feb. 6 (JEL) was the same bird pre­
sent here during the past 3 winters. Ac least 
20 Barn Swallows found scattered through­

out the Region in December and early Janu­
ary were more than expected in winter. 

A Verdin ar the n. tip of Pyramid L. in 

ex treme n.w. Los Angeles Jan. I (KLG) estab­
lishes chew. extreme of this species' range. 

A Rufous-backed Robin found in Bor­
rego Springs Mar. 16 (KE) was sti ll pre­
se n t ar rh e end of che month ; from its 
aggressive behav io r towards other berry­
eating birds iris believed to have been pre­
sen t much of che winter and is rhe 7 th to 
be fou nd in Cali fo rnia. A Gray Catb ird , 
most unusual in Cali fo rn ia and particular­
ly so in winte r, remained in Cosca Mesa 
Dec. 3 1-Feb. 19 (JEP) . A Brown Thrash­
er, ra re in Ca li fo rn ia at any time of the 
year, was in Solana Beach, San Diego, Jan . 
13-Feb. 24 (PAG). 

An imm. Black-backed Wagtail ar Dana 
Point Jan. 25-Apr. 7 + (TR) posed an identi­
ficatio n cha llenge when fir st found , but 
acquired a black back as spring approached; 
chis is the 8th to be fo und in Cal iforn ia bur 
the first to wi nter, although there is a winter 
record for Oregon. W hat was bel ieved to be 
a Sprague's Pipit was seen near Soda L. on 
the Carrizo Plains Jan. 9 (DSP), but could 
noc be relocated on lace r daces; the docu­
mentation will be assessed by the C. B.R.C. 

Since Bell 's Vireos are very rare in win­
ter, espec iall y away from ch e coast, one 
banded ar S.F.K.R.P., D ec. 18-24 (S R, 
DLaB) and another see n alon g the Col­
orado R. at che San Bernardino/Riverside 
line Feb. 4 (JEP) were of no te. The expect­
ed small number of Solitary Vireos were 
present, with most inland being plumbeous 
and ha lf of chose alo ng rhe coast being 
cassinii, as is normal. A Warbling Vireo at 
S.Y.R.M., Feb. 17 (BH ) was believed to 
have wintered locall y. 

Wood Warblers 
A <? Golden-winged Warbler near G len­
da le, Los Angeles, M a r. 1-3 (DM ) had 
undoubtedly been present all winter; there 
are a handful of records fro m the w. Uni r­
ed States in December, but one in Orange 
Feb. 19-Mar. 14, 1992 appears to be the 
only one previously known to spend the 
winter in No rrh Ame ri ca. A Tennessee 
Warbler in Torrance, Los Angeles, Dec. 26 
(KL) was probably an exceptionally late fall 
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scraggier. Ten Nashville Warblers along che 
coast was slightly less than normal , but one 
at S.E.S.S., Jan. 26 (ELM) was inland, where 
unexpected this time of the year. A Lucy's 
Warbler, rare in winter, remained in Fuller­
ron, Orange, Dec. IO- Feb. 17 (JEP). AN. 
Parula in Bishop, Inyo, Dec. 19 (J P) and 
another near there Dec. 18-21 (DP) are best 
treated as exceptionally late fa ll stragglers. 
The expected small number of Yellow War­
blers remained along the coast and around 
S.E.S.S. through the winter, along with one 
in Shandon, San Luis Obispo, Mar. 7 (TME) 
and another at Galileo Hill Park in extreme 
e. Kern Jan. 14 (JCW) . Six Chestnut-sided 
Warblers were found along the coast, includ­
ing long-staying individuals in Santa Barbara 
Nov. 23- Mar. 28+ (HPR), H arbour City 
Nov. 26-Feb. 11 + (M H ), Huntingto n 
Beach Jan. I-Mar. 24+ (BED), and in Impe­
rial Beach Nov. 26-Apr. 6+ (TRC) . Another 
was inland a t Finney L. , Imperial, Jan . 
14-Mar. 16+ (SBT). A Cape May Warbler 
see n a t S.E .S. S., Fe b . 24 (RogH ) was 
undoubted ly winterin g in that area, but 
could not be relocated on later dates despite 
much searching. A o Black-throated Blue 
Warbler in the Cuyamaca Mrs., San Diego, 
Dec. 20-Jan. I (DPo) probably succumbed 
ro cold weather. An ave rage number o f 
Black-throated Gray Warblers remained 
along the coast as indicated by >30 reported. 
Two Hermie Warblers in Santa Barbara and 
three more in Los Angeles also represented an 
average number fo r this time of the year. A 
Black-throated Green Warbler, rare ro casual 
in California at any rime of che year, was in 
Goleta Dec. 19- Jan. 4 (RAE), another was 
near Oceanside Dec. 24-Mar. 3 (PAG), and 
a third was inland in Riverside Jan. 13-Feb. 
1 1 (C-TL). A Blackburnian Warbler in 
Malibu, Los Angeles, Dec. 17 (KLG) may 
have been an exceptionally lace fall straggler, 
but another in La Crescenta, Los Angeles, Jan . 
20-28 (KLG) was believed ro be wintering 
locall y, and one of ve ry few co do so in 
North America. A Yellow-throated Warbler 
at Ramer L. near S.E.S.S., Dec. 17-Mar. 16 
(M& R Toochin of British Columbia) was a 
yel!ow-lored bird of the nominate race con­
sidered accidental in California. 

Remarkable was a Grace's Warbler associ­
ating with Pygmy N uthatches and o ther 
such mountain species at 5400 ft . in the San 
Gabriel Mes., Los Angeles, 0cc. 22-Mar. 3 
(TK), surviving snow srorms and below­
freezing temperatures during its stay. A o 
Prairie Warbler fo und in Santee Mar. 3 1 
(DY) had undoubtedly been present all win­
ter. Only six Palm Warblers were reported, 
but fou r of these were inland, where unex­
pected, including single birds ac the Hidden 
Valley Wildlife Area near Riverside Jan. 
27-Feb. 4 (RodH ), D ese rt Ce n te r, 
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Yellow-throated Warbler at Ramer Lake, 
California, January 14, 1996. Photograph/ 
Larry Sansone. 

Riverside, Feb. 3-17 (RMcK), L. Perri s, 
Riverside, Feb. 11 (LRH), and ac S.E.S.S., 
Ma r. 2-1 6 (MAP). T he usual small num­
bers (ten reported between Santa Barbara 
and San Diego) of Black-and-white Warblers 
were present along che coa c. An Am. Red­
scare near Big Pi ne Dec. 17 (T&JH) was a 
late fall scraggier, but six along the coast and 
~four more around S.E.S.S. during January 
and February was about ave rage. A Pro­
chonocary Warbler in downtown Los Ange­
les Feb. 24-Mar. 3 1 + (KLG) is one of a very 
few co have successfully wintered in Califor­
nia. AN. Waterthrush in Duarte, Los Ange­
les, Jan. 23-Feb . 10 (MSM ), ano ther in 
Newport Beach Nov. 30-Jan. 30 (JEP), and 
a 3rd at S.E.S.S., Mar. 9 (K&CR) were the 
only three reported. A Kentucky Warbler, a 
casual scraggier ro Califo rn ia, was in S. 
Laguna Beach Dec. 17-Mar. 24+ (J B) and 
one of only a few co have wintered in the 
sta te. T he o nly MacG ill ivray's Warb ler 
fou nd was near Lagun a Beach Jan. 20 
(BED). Unexpected were two Hooded War­
blers: a male in Santa Barbara Dec. 30-Jan. 
1 (MSM) and another male in Cosca Mesa 
Dec. 3 1-Mar. 16+ (JEP). Abou t 25 W il­
so n's Wa rb le rs a lo ng th e coas t was a n 
expected number fo r winter. Four Painted 
Redstarrs along the coast was certainly more 
than expected, wi th single birds in San Luis 

"-' Obispo Jan. 3-Feb. 11 (OY), near Goleta 
0cc. 2- Feb. 18 (JMC) , in Huncin gco n 
Beach Dec. 3 1-Mar. 17+ (BED), and che 
4th present fo r ics 4 th winter in Cosca Mesa 
0cc. 5-Mar. 9+ (JEP). 

Tanagers to Finches 
A o Hepatic Tanager in Santa Barbara Dec. 
4-Feb. 13 (HPR) was the same bi rd present 
here during che past 2 winters. Six Summer 
Tanagers along che coast were fewe r than 
normal . Single Rose-breasted Grosbeaks in 
Santa Barbara Dec. 1 (DPe) and at Cane­
break, Kern, Dec. 1-2 (DVB) were probably 
lace fal l stragglers, but one in Lompoc Jan. 
13- Feb. 29+ (LS) and three more in the 
Goleta/San ta Barbara area during January 

and February were undoubtedly wintering 
loca ll y. Two Black- head ed Grosbeaks, 
scarcer than the previous species in winter, 
was an average number fo r chis time of the 
yea r, with one in Goleta Jan. 7-27 (JNB) 
and che ocher in Agora, Los Angeles, Feb 17 + 
(RW) . Single Blue Grosbeaks near Glendale, 
Los Angeles, Dec. 5 (KLG) and in the Sepul­
veda Basin , Los Angeles, Dec. 9 (KLG) were 
both exceptionally lace fo r fal l migrants. 

A Green-tailed Towhee in Huntington 
Beach Feb. 4-27 (DRW) and another in the 
San Fe rnando Valley, Los Angeles, Jan. 19 
(RB) were slightly co the n. of areas of regu­
lar occur rence in win te r, but ano ther at 
Galileo Hill in e. Kern Nov. 24-Jan. 14 
(JCW) was the fi rst to be found wintering in 
the h igh dese rt . O nly two C lay-colo red 
Sparrows were found; one in Orcutt, Santa 
Barbara, Feb. 3-29+ (AA) and another in 
Sylmar, Los Angeles, Jan. 2 1-28 (CAM). A 
"Large-billed" Savannah Sparrow at Morro 
Bay S. P. in ovember was still present Jan. 
20 (DVB), chis being the n. extreme of this 
species' winter range. A G rasshopper Spar­
row near Big Pine Dec. 13-14 (T &JH) and 
another ac Montana de O ro S. P. , San Luis 
Obispo, Jan 14 (SSce) were away from areas 
of normal occurrence. A Sharp-tailed Spar­
row present on Morro Bay since O ctober 
was still present Jan . 20 (DVB), and s: two 
p rese n t o n U ppe r Newpo rt Bay since 

ovember were still present Feb. 18 (MSM). 
Swa mp Spa rrows appea red to be a less 
numerous than in recent years, with only 20 
reported scattered th roughout the Region. 
W hite-th roa ted Sparrows were decidedly 
scarce, with only 12 reported, but ten Harris' 
Sparrows was about average, and included 
one virtually on the Mex ican border near 
Imperial Beach Dec. 16-Jan 27 (RC) . 

A Lapland Longspur near Lancaster Dec. 
16 (KLG), a C hes tn ut-collared Longspur 
nea r Big Pine Jan. 5-7 (T &JH ), and s: 
three more a t S.E.S.S., Feb. 24-Mar. 9 
(WJ M) were the only longspurs reported. 

A Rusty Blackbird, rare in Califo rnia, was 
photographed in Baker, San Bernardino, Dec. 
24 (EAC); anot her was in Go leta Ja n . 
24-Feb. 15 (KK). Two O rchard Orioles, also 
ra re stragglers ro Cali fo rnia, were present, 
with a female in Santa Barbara Nov. 20-Mar. 
17+ (JEL) and an imm. male at another loca­
tion in Sama Barbara Mar. 1-22+ (JEL). Six 
Hooded O rioles along the coast was about 
average, but 30 Bullock's Orioles in the same 
area was less than expected. A Scott's Oriole 
in Santa Barbara Dec. 24-Feb. 25 (SSh) and 
another in Sylmar throughout che period 
(OM) were along che coast and away from 
known wintering local ities in the w. pare of 
che low deserts in e. San Diego. 

A Purple Finch phorographed near Earp 
Feb. 4 (RMcK) was along the Co lo rado 
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R., where this species is considered rare 
and irregular. An intriguing report was of 
a Com. Redpoll at Mr. Home Village in 
the San Bernardino Mrs., Jan. 13-15 by 
two ornithologists/biologists (Dr. John D. 
Goodman and Dr. Nan Jenks-Jay); chis 
species has been found in California dur­
ing only 3 previous winters, and then only 
in the extreme n. portion of the State. The 
documentation will be reviewed and com­
mented by the C.B.R.C.. 

Contributors (County coordinators in 
boldface): Alex Abella, Dick Ashford, Janet 
Bales, Larry R. Ballard, Richard Bath, Jay 
N. Bishop, David V. Blue, Betty Burridge,
Martin Byhower, Eugene A. Cardiff (San
Bernardino), Jaime M. Chavez, Jeff Chem­
nick, Mark 0. Chichester, Ross Christie,
Therese R. Clawson, Elizabeth Copper
(San Diego), Brian E. Daniels, Maya Deck­
er, Don D esjardin ( Ventura), Tom M. 
Edell (San Luis Obispo), Kathi Ellsworth,
Richard A. Erickson, John Fitch, Steve
Ganley, Kimball L. Garrett (Los Angeles),
Peter A. Ginsberg, Robert W. Hansen, Ed
Hall, Loren R. Hays, Matt T. Heindel
(Kern), Mitch Heindel, Tom & Jo Heindel
(Inyo), Carrie Herziger, Rodney Higbie
(RodH), Roger Higson (RogH), Brad
Hines, Robert A. Hudson (RAH), Vern 
Human, H. Lee Jones, Tim Kasrelle, Paul 
Keller, Andrew Kirk, Ken Kudrak, Denis
LaBerteaux, Art Langton, Kevin Larson,
Cin-Ty Lee, Paul E. Lehman, Joan E. Lentz 
(Santa Barbara), Dick Norton, Curtis A.
Marantz, Doug Martin, Cher McGaugh,
Robert M cKernan (Riverside), Eric L.
Mills, W illiam J. Moramarco, Nancy
Pachana, Debby Parker (DPa), Jim Parker, 
Michael A. Patten ( California Bird Records 
Committee secretary), Mary Payne, Dharm 
S. Pellegrini (DSP), David Perexta (DPe),
James E. Pike, David Povey (DPo), Brian
G. Prescott, Kurr and Cindy Radamaker
(K&CR), Hugh P. Ranson, Sean Rowe,
James S. Royer, Tim Ryan, Ron Saldino,
Mike San Miguel, Barney Schlinger (BSc),
Steve Sedansky (SSe), Linda Sehgal, Sylvia 
Short (SSh), Brad Sillasen (BSi), Gregory P.
Smith, Steve Stanton (SSta), Susan Steel
(SSre), Ken Sturm, Philip G. Swan, Robert
Theriault, Scott B. Terrill, Steve Tucker,
Stanley Walens, Richard E. Webster, Walter
Wehtje, Janet and Harold Wasserman
(J&HW), Joel Weintraub, Robert Weissler, 
Pat A. Wells, Douglas R. Willick ( Orange), 
John C. Wilson, David Yee, Oliver Young, 
Jim Zimmer. An additional 50± observers
who could not be individually acknowl­
edged submitted reports this season. 

-Guy McCaskie, San Diego Natural
History Museum, Balboa Park, P. 0. Box 
1390, San Diego, CA 92112. 
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