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FIELD NOTES

Southern
Pacific Coast
Region

GUY MCCASKIE

This winter was mild with slightly below-
average amounts of rainfall, particularly so
in the southern portion of the Region.
Higher-than-normal numbers of Northern
Fulmars off the coast throughout the peri-
od, a “wreck” of Red Phalaropes along the
coast following a series of December
storms, and an incredible number of
Ancient Murrelets along the coast at the
same time made seabird watching exciting.
An remarkable 19 species of gulls included
California’s first Red-legged Kittiwake and
Ivory Gull. Most invasive species were rare
(e.g Purple Finches, Pine Siskins) or virtu-
ally nonexistent (e.g. Red-breasted
Nuthatch, Varied Thrush) away from
breeding localities, and our common win-
ter wood warblers and sparrows appeared
to be in low numbers, particularly at the
start of the season. However, the diversity
of passerines, particularly wood warblers,
was astonishing and included several

species accidental in  orth America in
mid-winter. In all chis was an exciting
winter for Southern California birders.

Abbreviations: C.B.R.C. (California Bird
Records Committee -Michael A. Patten,
Secretery, PO Box 51959, Riverside, CA
2517); LA.C.N.H.M. (Los Angeles Coun-
ty Natural History Museum); N.E.S.S.
(north end of the Salton Sea, Riverside Co.);
S.E.S.S. (south end of the Salton Sea, Imper-
ial Co.); S.EK.R.P (South Fork Kern River
Preserve near Weldon, Kern County);
S.Y.R.M. (Santa Ynez River mouth west of
Lompoc, Santa Barbara County). As virtu-
ally all rarities in s. California are seen by
many observers, only the observer(s) ini-
tially finding and identifying the bird are
included. Reports submitted without doc-
umentation are not normally published.

Loons to Herons

A Pacific Loon far inland on Klondike L.
near Big Pine, /nyo, Dec. 5 (T&JH) was a
late fall migrant. The only Red-necked
Grebe reported was one in Santa Barbara
Dec. 30 (DA).

A Laysan Albatross over the Santa Bar-
bara Channel Feb. 3 (PK) was closer to
shore than normal. Since Flesh-footed
Shearwarers are rare over s. California
waters, one seen from Long Pt. on the
Palos Verdes Pen., Los Angeles, Dec. 23
(BSc) and another seen from a boar off
Laguna Beach, Orange, Dec. 29 (JEP) were
noteworthy. A Leach’s Storm-Petrel in La
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R., where this species is considered rare
and irregular. An intriguing report was of
a Com. Redpoll at Mt. Home Village in
the San Bernardino Mts., Jan. 13-15 by
two ornithologists/biologists (Dr. John D.
Goodman and Dr. Nan Jenks-Jay); this
species has been found in California dur-
ing only 3 previous winters, and then only
in the extreme n. portion of the State. The
documentation will be reviewed and com-

mented by the C.B.R.C..

Contributors (County coordinators in
boldface): Alex Abella, Dick Ashford, Janet
Bales, Larry R. Ballard, Richard Bath, Jay
N. Bishop, David V. Blue, Betty Burridge,
Martin Byhower, Eugene A. Cardiff (San
Bernardino), Jaime M. Chavez, Jeff Chem-
nick, Mark O. Chichester, Ross Christie,
Therese R. Clawson, Elizabeth Copper
(San Diego), Brian E. Daniels, Maya Deck-
er, Don Des)ardin (Ventura), Tom M.
Edell (San Luis Obispo), Kathi Ellsworth,
Richard A. Erickson, John Fitch, Steve
Ganley, Kimball L. Garrett (Los Angeles),
Peter A. Ginsberg, Robert W. Hansen, Ed
Hall, Loren R. Hays, Matut T. Heindel
(Kern), Mitch Heindel, Tom & Jo Heindel
(Inyo), Carrie Herziger, Rodney Higbie
(RodH), Roger Higson (RogH), Brad
Hines, Robert A. Hudson (RAH), Vern
Human, H. Lee Jones, Tim Kastelle, Paul
Keller, Andrew Kirk, Ken Kudrak, Denis
LaBerteaux, Art Langton, Kevin Larson,
Cin-Ty Lee, Paul E. Lehman, Joan E. Lentz
(Santa Barbara), Dick Norton, Curtis A.
Marantz, Doug Martin, Chet McGaugh,
Robert McKernan (Riverside), Eric L.
Mills, William J. Moramarco, Nancy
Pachana, Debby Parker (DPa), Jim Parker,
Michael A. Patten (California Bird Records
Committee secretary), Mary Payne, Dharm
S. Pellegrini (DSP), David Perexta (DPe),
James E. Pike, David Povey (DPo), Brian
G. Prescott, Kurt and Cindy Radamaker
(K&CR), Hugh P. Ranson, Sean Rowe,
James S. Royer, Tim Ryan, Ron Saldino,
Mike San Miguel, Barney Schlinger (BSc),
Steve Sedansky (SSe), Linda Sehgal, Sylvia
Short (SSh), Brad Sillasen (BSi), Gregory P.
Smith, Steve Stanton (SSta), Susan Steel
(SSte), Ken Sturm, Philip G. Swan, Robert
Theriault, Scort B. Terrill, Steve Tucker,
Stanley Walens, Richard E. Webster, Walter
Wehtje, Janet and Harold Wasserman
(J&HW), Joel Weintraub, Robert Weissler,
Pat A. Wells, Douglas R. Willick ( Orange),
John C. Wilson, David Yee, Oliver Young,
Jim Zimmer. An additional 50+ observers
who could not be individually acknowl-
edged submitted reports this season.

—Guy McCaskie, San Diego Natural
History Museum, Balboa Park, P O. Box
1390, San Diego, CA 92112.

226

FIELD NOTES

SUMMER 1996




