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Loons to Shearwaters

A large migration brought 46,835 Pacific
Loons past El Jarro Pt., Santa Cruz, Apr.
19 (DLSu). A late imm. Yellow-billed
Loon at the Albion R. mouth May 1+ (R.
Weibe, D. Weibe, TDT, ph. tRJK, m.ob.)
was Mendocino’s first.

Laysan Albatross was seen from many
boats all period, especially offshore Mon-
terey, but the high count was only five
there May 18 (JiD, DLSh, SFB, RT). A
Laysan Albatross found on a hillside >10
mi inland at Woodside, San Mateo, Mar. 6
was released at sea Mar. 8 (fide P. Latas).
We expect one Laysan inland each spring,
but Black-footed Albatross, more common
near shore, is unrecorded inland.

Up to four Flesh-footed Shearwaters were
seen offshore Monterey Mar. 17-Apr. 5 (RT,
DLSh). Until recently this
species was very rare in
spring. Three Manx Shear-
waters were seen from
shore in early May: Pt.

Pinos, Monterey, May 2
(tDR); and Pigeon Prt.,
San Mateo, May 5 (1G.
Deghi, N. Lethaby) and
May 11 (tDPo, RSTh).
This recent invader now
appears almost year-round.
A Black-vented Shearwater
at Pt. Pinos May 2 (tDR)

was very late. PACIFIC
OCEAN

Herons to Waterfowl

Great Blue Herons con-
tinued their Bay Area
breeding expansion with
a new nesting site detect-
ed in Santa Clara, and at
least 2 or possibly 3 nests
at the S.F. colony in
Golden Gate Park. An
imm. Little Blue Heron
at  Lower Klamath
N.W.R., Siskiyou, May 31
(N. Clark, RE) continued

a trend of rare spring sightings from the
Klamath Basin dating back 15 years. Carttle
Egrets made a poor showing along the coast
except in Monterey, where <18 were present
Mar. 30-May 16, mostly around Elkhorn
Slough (m.ob.). Ten White-faced Ibis over
C.C.RS., Santa Clara, May 11 (SCR) and
17 at n.e. Humboldt Bay, Humboldt, May
12 (GLF) represented the only coastal or
near-coastal reports.

Blue-morph Ross’ Geese were noted in
Siskiyou Mar. 5 at Lower Klamath N.W.R.
and Apr. 1 at Tule L. (RE), where they are
regularly found with staging white-morph
Ross’ in early spring. Three Brant near Volta,
Merced, May 19 (RMirr) represent one of
very few reports from the San Joaquin Valley
in spring. This species is very unusual inland
away from the Mono and Klamath basins.

An Eur. Wigeon at San Felipe L., San
Benito, Mar. 30 (SDF) represented only
the 2nd county record. Another along the
Mendocino coast May 18 was one of our
latest ever (DT). Migrant Tufted Ducks
were noted in San Lucas, Monterey, Mar.
10 (J.H. Banks, H. Kronkhyte, tDR),
Petaluma, Sonoma, Apr. 15-17 (DN,
RLe), and Ferndale, Humbold:, Apr. 28
(tDFx). A pair of well-documented Harle-
quin Ducks at Yreka Apr. 20 accounted
for Siskiyou’s first record (tRE).

Raptors

Bald Eagle reintroductions by the Ventana
Wilderness Sanctuary on the Big Sur coast
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have produced 3 nesting pairs in San Luis
Obispo and Monterey, and the female of a
new breeding pair in Alameda. Two N.
Harriers nesting in a tiny salt marsh by a
busy beach in Alameda May 14 amazed
observers (LRF, ES). Contra Costa had few
records of Swainson’s Hawk before 1993,
but counts of 55 Mar. 7 and 29 May 21
were made near the e. edge of the county,
where some now may nest (all SAG).
Unusual numbers of single migrant Swain-
son’s Hawks were seen in our Region’s s.w.
counties, with five in Santa Cruz Mar.
2-Apr. 27 (BMMo, DLSu), six in Mon-
terey Apr. 8-27 (m.ob.), and one in Santa
Clara Mar. 28 (DLSu).

Cranes to Shorebirds
A Sandhill Crane near Arcata provided
some excitement and a very rare record for
Humboldt May 26-28 (] .Sikkens, m.ob.).
At least 14 Solitary Sandpipers spanning
Apr. 13-May 7 were somewhat more than
normal, and included five in Santa Cruz and
four in Monterey Apr. 13-May 7. The only
“inland record came from San Benito May 1
(RMirr). A Wandering Tatder at Butte Valley
W.A., Siskiyou, May 18 (1BED, 1RE) was an
impressive inland rarity. Three Semipalmated
~ Sandpipers were noted: one from Santa Clara
May 4 (JMR) and evidently different individ-
uals at the Arcata Marsh Project, Humboldt,
Apr. 29 & 30 (tDFx). Four Pectoral Sand-
pipers along the Pajaro R., Santa Cruz/Mon-
terey, Apr. 27 (TDLSu) and one at the Hollis-
ter Sewage Ponds, San Benito, May 1
(tADeM, DLSh) were the most ever
observed in our Region during spring. A
Rock Sandpiper at Pebble Beach, Monterey,
Mar. 6-13 (tDR) provided the first record in
that county since 1979. A Curlew Sandpiper,

still mostly in basic plumage at Mountain
View, Santa Clara, May 1-4 (1SCR, ph.
BMck), represented the Region’s first in
spring. Santa Clara continued its hold on the
Region’s Ruffs, with a wintering female linger-
ing at Crittenden Marsh until Apr. 27 (m.ob.)
and a male near Alviso Apr. 7 (tPJM). Red
Phalaropes were noted up and down the coast
in late April. Most impressive was a massive
wreck in Monterey Bay Apr. 28, where a flock
estimated at 20,000 was at the mouth of
Moss Landing Harbor, with thousands more
visible just offshore (DR, DSg, m.ob.). Many
thousands were reported throughout Mon-
terey Bay during the next several days (m.ob.)
and an estimated 30,000 flew by Pigeon Pt.,
San Mateo, May 1 (BMcK).

Larids to Alcids
A very high shore count of 57 Pomarine
Jaegers passed El Jarro Pt., Santa Cruz,
Apr. 19 (DLSu). An ad. Laughing Gull on
Humboldt Bay May 30+ (P. Schmidt,
tDFx, JCPo) was quite rare, but adults
tend to appear at this season. Franklin’s
Gull repeated near Table Rock, Santa
Cruz, with two adults May 6 (DLSu). An
ad. Franklin’s Gull was 28 mi up the coast
at Pescadero Cr., San Mateo, May 14
(tGFi, MPI). Franklin’s Gulls at Lower
Klamath N.W.R., Siskiyou, had increased
to 15 by May 31 (RE). San Benitos first
Little Gull inhabited Hollister sewage
ponds Mar. 1-Apr. 9 (DS, SDF, tRMrr).
An imm. Black-headed Gull passed
Pigeon Pt., San Mateo, Apr. 20 (tRSTh,
MiW). For the 3rd consecutive year a pair
of Heermann’s Gulls set up territory on
Ano Nuevo 1., San Mateo (G]S).

Two ad. W. Gulls at San Felipe L., Apr.
8 made the 2nd San Benito record (KVV).

A 3rd-year Glaucous-winged Gull at Clear
L., Lake, May 21 (JRW) was quite late
inland. The strong NW wind brought a
high 103 Sabine’s Gulls close by Pigeon
Pt., San Mateo, Apr. 27 (RSTh).

Eleven years ago an ad.
s Swallow-tailed Gull visited
Monterey for 3 days (AB 39:958—
959). Although many birders
believed that this fantastic bird was
a wild accidental, the California Bird
Records Committee debated bitterly
for a decade before rejecting the
record {Western Birds 26:26-27).
Some argued that the gull might have
been transported by man. The lack of
other definite records n. of Panama
bolstered their claim that tropical
waters were too great a barrier for
this bird to cross. Others countered
that it was almost certainly a natu-
rally-occurring vagrant, but not an
“accidental” because they predicted
another such vagrant individual.
It happened. An ad. Swallow-tailed
Gull was seen at close range by an
observer who has seen>1000 at sea
(tLS). As predicted, it too was in full
alternate plumage, though the Mar. 3
date was different from the June 6-8
of 1985. The gull was over 3000
meter deep water 15 mi w.s.w. of F.I.,
arguably farther from the major gull
colony than predicted. But it is time
for the naysayers to reconsider the
1985 record.—SFB

Our earliest spring Com. Tern ever was in
Monterey Bay Mar. 21 (RT). Common
Terns at Paicines Res., Apr. 26 (DS,
DLSh, ADeM, JLx) and San Felipe L.
May 5 (KVV) provided the 2nd and 3rd

™ ..Nrreport for San Benito, and an adult at Sun-

Curlew Sandpiper at Crittenden Marsh, Santa Clara County, California, May 5 1996. Photograph/

Mike Harris.
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nyvale May 18 (SCR) was the first clear
spring migrant for Santa Clara. Although
Least Tern is believed to migrate over the
Santa Cruz Mts. spring and fall, three over
Lexington Res., May 12 (DLSu) made a
first spring record for Santa Clara. Black
Terns often visit coastward counties, but
ten at Hollister sewage ponds Apr. 29
(DLSh,ADeM) was a lot.

How many Black Skimmers did we have?
Five-seven migrants moved through Mon-
terey and Santa Cruz Apr. 29-May 24
(m.ob.), after the first two arrived at
Charleston Slough, Santa Clara, Apr. 25
(PMB). Santa Cruz had three (ph. M. Har-
ris) the same day (May 1), four were at
Charleston Slough (B. Juhl, fide LCh), but
only one pair nested at the latter site (SCR,
MMR), and a single was at the H.S., Alame-
da, nest site Apr. 30 and May 19 (ES).
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black-backed & Lesser Goldfinch at
Arastradero Preserve, Santa Clara, Apr. 26
(tSCR) was assumed to be a variant of the
local green-backed race rather than from
the Texas population. Lawrence’s
Goldfinch staged an impressive invasion
coastally and to the north this spring.
They were widespread and common in
Monterey, with much coastal nesting,
which is irregular there (DR). At least 16
birds were along Skyline Blvd., San Mateo,
May 27 (BMcK), and at least one nest
found on Langley Rd., May 18 (1]Dv ez
al). Way to the north, single pairs were
suspected of nesting near Grenada and
Killgore Hill, Siskiyou, May 9-19 (RE);
their rare status this far north is reflected
by the fact there is but one record of the
species for Oregon.

Observers: James H. Banks, Stephen F.
Bailey, Big Sur Ornithology Lab, Jim
Booker, Phyllis M. Browning, Les
Chibana, Neal Clark, Jim Danzenbaker,
Gary Deghi, Al DeMartini, Bruce E.
Deuel, Ann Dewart, Ray Ekstrom, Leora
R. Feeney, George Finger, Samuel D. Fit-
ton, David Fix, Gary L. Friedrichsen,
Steve Gerow, Steve A. Glover, Mike Har-
ris, David Haupt, Gjon Hazard, Alan S.
Hopkins, Rich Hoyer, Bob Juhl, Robert J.
Keiffer, Dan ]. Keller, Helen Kronkhyrte,
Patricia Latas, Rick Lebadour, Nick Letha-
by, Ron LeValley, Cindy Lieurance, Leslie
Lieurance, Jim Lomax, Robert Merrill,
Peter J. Metropulos, Bryan M. Mori,
Joseph Morlan, Bert McKee, Dan Nelson,
Marjorie Plant, David Powell, Jude Claire
Power, Jean M. Richmond, Don Rober-
son, Mike M. Rogers, Stephen C. Rotten-
born, Peter Schmidt, Debra L. Shearwater,
David Shuford, Joan Sikkens, Dan Singer,
Larry Spear, Gary ]. Strachan, Emilie
Strauss, David L. Suddjian, Richard Ter-
nullo, Ronald S. Thorn, Dorothy Tobkin,
Kent Van Vuren, David Weibe, Ruth
Weibe, Jerry R. White, Mike Wihler.

—Stephen F. Bailey, Museum of Natural
History, 165 Forest Ave. Pacific Grove, CA
93950; Daniel S. Singer, 830 Reina Del
Mar Ave, Pacifica, CA 94044; David G.
Yee, 2930 Driftwood Pl #39, Stockton, CA
95219.
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