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FIELD NOTES

Southern
Pacific Coast
Region

GUY MCCASKIE

The weather this spring was somewhat
unusual, with less-than-average amounts of
rain, long periods of clear weather along
the immediate coast, and continuing
windy conditions on the desert.

Over 13,000 Western Sandpipers, along
with over 3000 Least Sandpipers and 300
Dunlin, on Rosamond Lake in the Ante-
lope Valley April 21 (MSM), and a flock
of 600-700 Short-billed Dowitchers at
this same location May 5 (MSM) suggests
the number of these birds passing through
the southern interior of this Region in late
April and early May.

Landbird migrants were in general later
than usual, with only small numbers
encountered along the coast, but with
impressive numbers east of the mountains.
Empidonax flycatchers, Swainson’s Thrush-
es, Warbling Vireos, Yellow and Wilson’s
warblers, Western Tanagers, and Black-
headed Grosbeaks were seen in impressive

numbers from the Imperial Valley north
through Death Valley during the latter
half of May, and brought with them more
than the average number of Townsend’s
Warblers for the eastern portion of the
Region and a late movement of Green-
tailed Towhees.

Abbreviations: C.L. (China Lake Naval Air
Weapons Station, extreme n.e. Kern Co.);
E.A.EB. (Edwards Air Force Base, s.e. Kern
Co.); EC.R. (Furnace Cr. Ranch in Death
Valley N.P, Inyo.); H.D.L. (Harper Dry L.,
n.w. of Barstow, San Bernardino Co.);
N.E.S.S. (north end of the Salton Sea, River-
side Co.); S.B.C.M. (San Bernardino County
Museum); S.C.R.E. (Santa Clara R. Estuary
near Ventura, Ventura Co.); S.D.N.H.M.
(San Diego Natural History Museum);
S.E.S.S. (south end of the Salton Sea, Imperi-
al Co.); S EK.R.D (South Fork Kern R. Pre-
serve near Weldon, Kern Co.); a plus (+) fol-
lowing the date indicates the bird(s) were
present from that date through the end of
the period (May 31). As virtually all rarities
in s. California are seen by many observers,
only the observer(s) initially finding and
identifying the bird are included. Reports
submitted without documentation are gen-
erally not published.

Loons to Ibis

A Red-throated Loon photographed at
N.E.S.S., Apr. 22 (AS) was one of very
few found in the s.e. portion of this
Region. An Arctic Loon reported flying N
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