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Abbreviations: B.S.O.L. (Big Sur Ornitho
logical Labratory, Monterey); C.B.R.C. 
( California Bird Records Committee); 
C.C.R.S. ( Coyote Cr. Ripal'ian Station,
Santa Clara); C. V. ( Central Valley); Cyn. 
( Canyon); El. (So11theast Fara/Ion l); H.S.
(Hayward Shoreline, Alameda); S.E (San
Francisco); ph. (photo on file with Regional 
Editors). All records from EI. and Palo
marin should be credited to Point Reyes 
Bird Observatory.

Loons to Pelicans 

Two Pacific Loons straggled inland: Detert 
Res., Lake, June 4 (JRW) and Paicines 
Res., June 12+ (RMrr, tKVV), San Beni
tos first. The imm. Yellow-billed Loon at 
Albion R. mouth, Mendocino, lingered to 
about July 4 (D. Weibe, R. Weibe, m.ob.). 
Single ad. Red-necked 
Grebes lingered at Pt. 
Reyes to June 16 (ES), � 
and returned to near 
Mendocino July 2 1  
(CEV, DAE) & 26 (OT; 
same bird?) and Hum
boldt Bay July 31 
(JCPo). A bird at Elk 
Head, Humboldt, June 
22 (B. Critch, S. Critch) 
was immature. 

Three Laysan Alba
trosses offshore Marin 
and Sonoma July 21 
(BOP, RS) matched last 
summer's high. A 
Parkinson's Petrel (Pro
cellaria parkinsonz) over 
the Pioneer Canyon 36 
mi off Pt. Montara, San 
Mateo, June 7 (tDGA, 
PP) made a startling first 
North American record. 
This New Zealand 
breeder winters in the e. 
tropical Pacific, but was 
not expected n. of tropi
cal waters; although the 
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waters at Pioneer Canyon were unseason
ably warm, the temperature was only 
12-13°C. The only previous Procellaria in
North America was a beached White
chinned Petrel in Texas April 27, 1986,
that was not identified until 1990. An
Ashy Storm-Petrel netted at night on Ano
Nuevo I., San Mateo, June 25 (GJS) raised
the question whether the bird was
prospecting or already nesting there. 

The Region's 6th Red-footed Booby 
found observers 5.5 mi s. of Soquel Pt., 
Santa Cruz, July 10 (ph. tJDv, W.B. 
Tyler). An evening count of 7955 Brown 
Pelicans passing Pelican Rock, Santa Cruz, 
June 6 (DLSu) represented the largest 
number on record in the Region. 

Herons to Waterfowl 

Two-three Least Bitterns seen regularly at 
the Sacramento Regional Wastewater 
Treatment Plant demonstration wetlands 
from early May-mid-July (fide R. Jones) 
suggested possible breeding. This species' 
status in our Region remains poorly 
understood. We currently average 
one-two reports every other year. An 
imm. Little Blue Heron at Princeton, San 
Mateo, June 23- 2 9  (tRSTh, tBMcK, 
DPo) provided just the 3rd county record. 

Summering Greater W hite-fronted 
Geese included winter hold-overs at El 
Estero, Monterey, through the season 
(m.ob.) and Colma, San Mateo, June 
30-July 14 (PJM). Brant were noted in
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larger-than-usual numbe rs, w irh pea k Jul y 20 (SMcA) wirh rwo re m aining Bulger, B.S.O.L.) and one ar Pr. Pinos July 
co un ts of 86 at rhe Big Sur R. mouth , th rough July 21 (DFx, JCP), one at Sali- 29 (K. Baldridge). The Cassin's Aukler 
Monterey, June 26 (m.ob.) and 11 6 at Ano nas, Monterey, July 21-22 (J Bo), and two nest count o n Ano Nuevo I. reached 6 
N uevo, San Mateo, Jun e 12 (BMcK) . at Moss Landin g, Monterey, July 25-29 (GJS). Refl ect ing rhe declin e o f Tufted 
Mo re unusual was an "Aleutian" Canada (J Bo , RF, T Ea). Early arrivin g Dunlins Puffin in n.w. California, there were no 
Goose in Colma June 30- July 14 (PJM), included alternate-plumaged individuals ar repo rts in H umboldt. However, a pair 
and one showing characteristics of minima Alviso, Santa Clara, Jul y 24 (MMR), attend ed a burrow a ll peri od a r Goar 
in Santa Cruz, July 21 (PRa). C.C. R.S., Jul y 26 (G Hr), and O cea n Rock, Mendocino (OT, B. Dolan, m .ob.). 

Of eight Blue-win ged Tea l re po rted Ranch, H umboldt, July 27 (D Fx, JC P). 
during rhe season, two were inland. Single Two Ruffs at O cean Ranch July 20-2 1 Cuckoos to Woodpeckers 
H arlequ in Ducks were noted in Monterey, (SMcA) were foll owed by an ad . female Four Yellow-billed Cuckoos raised hopes 
Contra Costa, and Mendocino, while fo ur July 25-27 (B. Deuel , DFx) . o f th eir continued survi val within th e 
were ar Castle Rock, Del Norte, June 22 Region: singles were ar rhe Pajaro R. near 
(JEHu). Up to fi ve- six Oldsquaws were at Larids to Alcids Watsonville, Santa Cruz/San Benito, June 
Brooks Is., Contra Costa, May 29, wi th T he ad. Laughing G ull on Humboldt Bay 17 (tDLSu), Bodega Bay July 1 (A. Cas-
rwo stayi ng until ar leas t Aug. 2 (SG I). was las t see n Jun e 1 (LPL). T he o nl y sidy; wi ndow kill), Cosumnes R. Preserve, 
Two Black Scorers in Pacifica, San Mateo, report of Franklin's Gull was of a yearling Sacramento, July 7-20 (JTr et al.), and 
included a female June 8 and an ad. male ar H oney Lake Wildlife Area, Lassen, June C.C. R.S., July 23- 3 1 (AJ , t SCR, t MMR, 
June 29 (DSg). I (TOM, AM). As in rhe previous 2 years, m.ob.). All were from areas where there 

rhe clurch of H eermann's Gull eggs ar Ano have been few if any recent records, and 
Raptors Nuevo I. was taken by W Gulls (GJS). An only rhe Cosumnes bird was considered a 
A Sharp-shinned H awk nes t near D ead- alrernare-plumaged ad. Mew Gull at Santa possible nes ter. T here was no word on the 
man C r. , M ono (J. Elli s) , surpri sin gly C ruz July 7 (W.B. Tyler) was rarer rhan status of rhe small nesting colony along 
appeared to be rhe fi rst for rhe county. An rh e three imm. H errin g G ull s in San ta the upper Sacramento R. 
ad. Swa in so n's H aw k a r C ra ne Fl at , Cruz and Santa Clara. Lesser N ighth awks are rare and local 
Tuolumne, June 1 was a rare migrant over Rare inside S. F. Bay, an ad . Arctic Tern breeders in the Inner Coast Ranges. New 
rhe mountains (ES). Continuing the huge harrassed Forster's Terns at H .S ., Alameda, nest sites continued to be discovered, such 
retu rn of Peregrine Falcons, two fl edglings June 9 (JM, JM k). O ne summered there as the one along rhe San Lorenzo R., San 
were produced from the first documented las t yea r. Up to fo ur ad . Leas t Terns ar Benito/Monterey, where >25 birds observed 
nest in Santa Clara since 1905 (tDLSu). Elkhorn Slough, Monterey, June 15-July 2 during rhe period included many juveniles 

(Y. Gideon, DR, JBo) and one ar Pajaro R. (KKV, RMrr, et al.). T he Region's 2nd 
Shorebirds m o uth , Monterey/Santa Cruz, J u ly 3 Whip-poor-will was an amazing singing 
Reports of golden-plovers were all fro m (D LSu) sugges ted pioneering in an area male ar the Big Sur R. mouth, M onterey, 
Humboldt, where two Am. Golden-Plovers where rhe species las t nested in 1955 . A June 22-25 (tJ. Rowoth, t m.ob. ). Ir was 
July 27-28 (Gj H ) and one Pacific Golden- spectacu lar alternate-plumaged White- judged ro be of thew. race arizonae. Three 
Plover June 30 (Gj H) were adults in airer- winged Tern ar Arcata, H umboldt, June nes tin g White- throated Swifts o n Bell 
nare-plumage. T he latter was exceptionally 20- 26 (TWL, t m .ob. , ph . DR) thrill ed Traer, n. w. of H opl and, Jun e 11 (RJK, 
earl y. An unidentified golden-plover was at birders. It made the first Pac ifi c coas t CEV) prov id ed Mendocino's firs t co n-
Ocean Ranch , July 20 (SMcA) . record s. of Alaska. fi rmed breedi ng records. 

An apparent Am. Avocet X Black-necked A pair of Black Skimmers again nested T he Region's fi rst Gila Woodpecker in 
Srilr ar Elkhorn Slough, Monterey, July 27 at H .S., Jun e 9-July 16, raisin g three S. F. , June 9-10 (DPM, t JM , m.ob.) puz-
(t RM rr, ELb) was the 3rd o r 4 th "avo- young (J M, JMk, JM R). The pair nesting zled many, as the bird is confined primari -
sri lr" reported there in rhe last half-dozen at rhe 1994 nest sire in Sunnyvale, Santa ly to the lower Colorado R. in Cal ifo rnia 
years (fide CLK). Hybridization in shore- Clara, June 1 (MM R) abandoned it and and is generally non-migratory. However, 
birds is very rare and reports should be renested at Menlo Park July 2-Aug. 14, a there are 4 histori cal records of wanderers 
thoroughly documented. Eleven W illets ar first breeding for San Mateo, before aban- towards coastal s. Cali fo rnia, and Merrop-
Consu mes R. Preserve, Sacramento, July 20 cloning that nes t also (PJM). Four sightings ulos wonders if the ex tensive fires in Ari-
(TM, BWb) represented a high number fo r of single ad. skimmers at Elkhorn Slough zona during the period contributed to the 
a cou nty with few records. Spotted Sand- and Pajaro R. mout h, Monterey/Santa bi rd 's far journey north. Red-breasted Sap-
pipers were confi rmed breeding 3 times Cruz, June 7- 19 (Y. G ideo n, DR, RC) suckers defin itely appear to be colonizing 
June 17-July 12 along the Pajaro R., Santa could have been migrant stragglers or com- the c. coas t. On the heels of rhe nesr in 
Cruz/Monterey, where the Ma rch 1995 murers fro m S.F. Bay between rhe above San Mateo, Santa Cruz had irs fi rst ar Big 
flooding evidently improved nesting habi- fa iled nes ting attempts. Western Birds 27:3 C r. , June 23 (DLSu) as an adult fed two 
tar. An average showing of six Semipal mar- ( 1996) has 6 papers on Black Skimmers in fl edglings 12 mi s.s.e. of the Surano C r. 
ed Sandpiper , including two adults, span- the Cali fo rnias. nes r sire. T he pair at Sura no C r. we re 
ni ng Ju ly 20-Aug. 12 we re all coas tal T he Marbled Murrelers lin gering off aga in a rr em pr in g ro nes t Jul y 3-24 
exce pt fo r o ne ar the Wood land Suga r Bi g Sur R., Monterey, were probably all (BMcK), and addi tional single birds were 
Ponds, Yolo, July 20 (EO G) and an adult at non-breeders, as all three seen to June 28 seen in San Mateo ar upper Surano Falls 
rhe H olli ster sewage ponds, San Benito, (B.S.O.L.) were in basic plumage. Two June 29 (DLSu) and Gazos C r. , July 19 
July 22 (KKV) . July records of Pectoral C raveris' Murrelers at Cordell Bank July (BMcK). A Black-back Woodpecker nest 
Sandpipers are nor unexpected, bur during 2 1 (BOP, RS) were rather early for that fa r just n. of Mammoth L. , June 20 (J. Ellis) 
th e pas t 5 years we've averaged less than no rth . Ancient Murrelets straggled in to was th e first fo r Mono. Pil ea ted Wood-
one per season. T his July seven adults were summer in Monterey, with up to eight at pecker co ntinued th eir breedin g range 
reported: four ar O cean Ranch, Humboldt, Big Sur R. mouth in mid-June (J Tz, S. expansion in the Santa C ruz Mrs. as a pair 

VOLUME 50, NUM BER 5 FIELD NOTES 993 



with young at L. Eisman June 18- July 8 
(DLSu) was at Santa Clara's first nest. A 
pair of Pileared Woodpeckers at Game
cock Cyn. , Santa Cruz, July 7 (DLSu) 
ex tended their breeding range s. to just 7 
mi n. of Watsonvi lle. This perhaps helps 
to explain the bird in Monterey last spring, 
and yet another there at Big Sur during 
mid-June (M. Wright, fide DR). 

Flycatchers to Vireos 
An E. Phoebe at Turtle Rock June 4 (BDP, 
DHo) was Napa's 2nd and a ra re sprin g 
vagrant. The juv. Cassin's Kingbird n. of 
Pescadero July 14 (RSTh, BMcK) was only 
San Mateo's 2nd or 3rd. The paucity of 
coastal records for rhe species is probably a 
reAection of their small breeding numbers 
within the interior of the Region . T here 
were three vagrant E. Kingb irds coasta lly 
July 4-10. Four ad. and three juv. Purple 
M a rtin s a t Summit Ridge , Santa 
Clara/Santa Cruz, during the period (MiF, 
MMR, DLSu) furnished one of few recent 
breeding records for rhe Santa Cruz M ts . 

A singing Golden-crowned Kinglet in 
dense redwood up the Little Sur R. , June 
1-8 (JDv, DR) was the first real evidence 
of breedin g by th e species in Monterey. 
Along the c. coast, its breeding range is 
limited to portions of the Santa Cruz Mrs. 
The Region's 4th Wood Thrush graced the 
C.V. at the Cosumnes R. Preserve , Sacra
mento, June 7-10 (tJTr, m.ob.) . Monterey 
scored an astonishing three Gray Catbirds, 
all caught and banded at B.S .O.L.: June 
13-18 (]Bo, ph. DR, m.ob.); June 17-July 
2 (tDR, SFB); July 2-18 (tK. Ritchie , tS. 
Bulger). Previous!, there were only 2 Mon
terey records and 5 spring Regional records. 
Single Brown Thrashers were at Bodega 
Bay June 20-22 (D N, BDP, RAR, m.ob. ) 
and the Big Sur R. mouth June 24 (tJsC) . 
We average less than one a spring. 

A nes ting pair of Cedar Waxwings at 
Carman Valley near Calpine, Sierra, June 
18 (DS ) appea red to provi d e th e fir st 
breedin g attempt for the Sierra Nevada. 
One at Pescadero June 22-July 6 (AME) 
was only th e 2nd to summ e r in San 
Mateo, but the species has recently been 
detected breeding along the c. coast. The 
Red-eyed Vireo at Pescadero June 22- July 
27 (NLe et al.) was only the Region's 2nd 
to summ er. Three additional vagra nts 
along the c . coas t June 1-1 3 met the 
recent spring average. 

Wood Warblers 
There were four single N . Parulas coas tally 
June I-early July, but no signs of potential 
nesri ng reported. Two C hes tnut- sided 
Warblers in the Monterey Bay area span
ning June 18-26 (RMrr, JBo, ) and two 
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Magnol ia Warblers at Elk Head,Humboldt, 
spanning June I 8-25 (J. Tietz, G. Bloom
field ), represented meage r totals for th e 
period. T he "Myrtle" Ye llow-rumped War
bler at Lakeside County Park, Lake, June 
17 (JRW) was probabl y an e . vag ra nt 
ra th e r th an a late w. mi g ra nt . T he re 
appeared to be no Regional precedent fo r 
the summering imm. o Townsend's War
bler at G ray Whale Ranch , Santa Cruz, 
June I 5-July 3 (t DLSu). Yet another Her
mi r X Townsend 's Warbler hybrid was 
fo und: one at Pescadero June 1 (RSTh). 

The summering Black-and-white War
bler at the Big Sur R. mouth July 4-lare 
August (JPw et al.) had littl e Regio nal 
precedent. A singi ng o Am. Redsrart at 
the Big Sur R. mouth June l (CHo, JSo, 
m.ob. ) was join ed by a fema le Jul y 6 
(J Pw) . Th e ir ne stin g at te mpt , w hi c h 
fai led, was th e fir st fo r th e state s. of 
Marin. The rares t warbler of the season 
was the Prothonotary Warbler, also at the 
Bi g Sur R. mouth Jun e 23 (t DR, 
B.S .O .L. ), the Region's 4 th in spring. 

Si ngle Ovenb irds we re near Peli ca n 
Rock, Santa Cruz, June I (DLSu) and at 
Elk Head, Humboldt, June 25-26 (TWL, 
G. Schm idt). Recent Breeding Bird Atlas 
cove rage in Santa Crttz indi cated 
Ma cG ill iv ray's Wa rbl er to be on e th e 
coun ty's rarest breeding landbirds. Howev
er, 2 1 territorial birds plus two Aedglings 
were found along the county's n. coast this 
summer, and a female with two Aedglings 
were along the Pajaro R. near Murp hy 
Crossing (DLSu). Al l were from areas with 
no recent nesting activity. An adult with 
two fl ed g lin gs a t Po rtola Va ll ey, San 
Mateo , June 26 (PJM) was considered a 
first fo r thee. slope of the Santa Cruz Mrs. 
The species is generally considered a very 
rare nes ter s. of Marin coas tally. An ad . 
Com. Yellowthroat with two Aedglings at 
the E. Palo Alto Baylands July 2 was con
sidered th e firs t nes tin g record of rh e 
species for the baylands of Santa Clara 
(PJM). Single Hooded and Canada war
blers were fo und in Humboldt at Arcata 
Marsh Jun e 28-29 (t GJ Hardi e) and 
Fairhaven June 14 (GSL), respectively. 

Grosbeaks to Finches 
N ineteen Rose-breasted Grosbeaks coastal
ly met the recent average. There were at 
least fo ur o Indigo Buntings that presum
ably bred with ? Lazuli Buntings: Big Sur 
R. mouth May 26+ (B.S.O .L. ); Portol a 
Valley, San Mateo, June 24-July 20 (PJ M); 
Cosumnes R. Preserve , Sacramento, July 
27-Aug. 2 (JTr); and Perazzo Mead ow 
nea r the Little Truckee R. , Sierra, Jul y 
5-Aug. 8 (tJRa, MMC, JSt). There were 
six additi o nal Indi gos throu gho ut th e 

Regio n during th e peri od . A prob abl e 
di rect result of all this cross-breeding were 
three probable o Indigo X Lazuli Bunting 
hybrids: the Cosumn es R. Preserve May 
17-Aug. 1 (PR.B.O ., JTr); the Big Sur R. 
mouth June 13 (B.S.O.L.); and San G re
go rio, San Mateo, June 18 (t BMcK, PJM). 
Attempting rhe back-cross, the fo rmer was 
paired up with a ? Lazuli and Aedged two 
Brown-headed Cowbirds. 

A Ca li forn ia Towhee at Gasqu et 
Regional Shoreline July I 9 (DFx) provid
ed a first for Del Norte. Very rare coasrally 
during spring, a Brewer's Sparrow was at 
Pt. Reyes June 3 (J M et al.). Grasshopper 
Sparrows were widely commented upon as 
having a very good nesting season. Thirty
six immatures alo ng Lone Tree Rd. , San 
Benito, June 5 (DLSh), 70 in San Mateo 
June 5-July 14 (m. ob.), a pair with young 
at Cosumnes R. Preserve during the Peri
od (JML), and an adult with an immature 
at Beale Air Force Base, Yuba, July 3 (]Ra) 
were all fro m areas that were considered 
new nesting sites. Single Golden-crowned 
Spa rr ows a lo ng th e Pajaro R. , Jun e 
16-July 12 (DLSu) and at the Big Sur R. 
mouth July 2 (B.S.O.L. ) furni shed ve ry 
odd midsummer records. 

The new county conquests of G rea t
railed G rackle were as follows: a pair at the 
Sacra m e nto Was tewater Buffe rl and s, 
Sacramento, during mid-May were found 
with young in July (R. Jones); a pair with 
yo ung at Baldwin Res., Placer, May 22+ 
(BW et al.); and a female at the C how
chill a sewage ponds, Madera , Jun e 23 
(TM , AM , BWb) . Our vagra nt o riol e 
showing included an O rchard at Tunita's 
Cr., San Mateo, June 18 (tRSTh), and a 
Baltimore at Fairhaven , Humboldt, Jun e 
26 (tG jH ). The Lawrence's Go ldfin ch 
invas ion to the entire coas t continued well 
into the summer. Worthy of mention were 
at leas t 5 nes ting pairs in San Mateo, 
where th ere had bee n 5 histo ri ca lly; at 
leas t 7 nes ts in Santa Cruz, and 2 nests at 
Hopland June 1-29 (CEV, RJK, DAE), a 
first for Mendocino. 

Addendum 
The two Black Skimmers "rum ored to 

have visited Santa Cruz in February" 1993 
(A B 47 :297) were a t Seabr ight Beach , 
Twin Lakes State Beach, February 4, 1993 
(C. Hickey, fide DLSu). 

Corrigendum 
The Red-footed Booby June 13-14 (AB 
48:984) should have been in bold type. 

Cited contributors (sub-regional editors 
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David G. Yee (cuckoos to finches), 11707 
N. Alpine Rd, Lodi, CA 95240.
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