Southern
Pacific Coast
Region

GUY MCCASKIE

This summer was warmer and dryer than
normal, with all areas, particularly the
mountains and deserts, left unusually dry at
the end of the season. Work on the Los Ange-
les Breeding Bird Atlas produced a number
of interesting nesting records, including
some new to that area of California.

Abbreviations: C.L. (China L. Naval Air
Weapons Station, extreme n.e. Kern Co.);
E.A.EB. (Edwards Air Force Base, s.e. Kern
Co.); LA.CN.HM. (Los Angeles County
Natural History Museum); N.E.S.S. (n. end
of the Salton Sea, Riverside Co.); S.C.R.E.
(Santa Clara R. Estuary near Ventura, Ven-
tura Co.); S.D.N.H.M. (San Diego Natural
History Museum); S.E.S.S. (s. end of the
Salton Sea, Imperial Co.); S.EK.R.P. (South
Fork Kern R. Preserve near Weldon, Kern
Co.). A plus (+) following the date indi-
cates the referenced bird was present
through the end of the period (July 31,
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1996). Since virtually all rarities in s. Cali-
fornia are seen by many observers, only
the observer(s) initially finding and identi-
fying the bird are included. Documenta-
tion for species on the California Bird
Records Committee (CBRC) review list is
forwarded to the CBRC Secretary and
archived at the Western Foundation for
Vertebrate Zoology in Camarillo.

Petrels to Frigatebirds

Fulmars remained through the summer, as
is often the case following winters like this
past, when above-average numbers of
these birds are in s. California waters. Two
Dark-rumped Petrels (Pterodroma
phaeopygia) were well seen from the
research vessel David Starr Jordan at 33°
39°N, 120° 37°W (24 nautical mi s.w. of
San Miguel 1.) July 31 (RLP, SSm); this is
the 3rd sighting of this species within Cal-
ifornia waters, but it is believed to be
widespread over much of the e. Pacific s.
of California. A Flesh-footed Shearwater,
scarce in s. California waters, was berween
Ventura and Santa Cruz I, June 8 (AS). A
Wedge-rumped Storm-Petrel compared
directly with Leach’s Storm-Petrels at 33
39°N, 120 37°W July 31 (RLP) was one of
a very few reported off California.

A Masked Booby, the 6th to be seen in
California waters, at 33° SI’N, 120° 51'W
(23 nautical mi s.w. of San Miguel 1.) July
16 (RLP, SSm) was a bird of the year that
had not begun its first molt; since no color
was seen on the bill, it could nort be identi-
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