Southern
Pacific GCoast
Region

GUY MCCASKIE

An average winter with the continued
presence of mountain species in the low
deserts and along the coast, and an inter-
esting selection of rarities.

Abbreviations: H.D.L. (Harper Dry Lake,
n.w. of Barstow, San Bernardino Co.);
N.A.S. (Naval Air Station); N.E.S.S. (north
end of the Salton Sea, Riverside Co.);
S.B.C.M. (San Bernardino County
Museum); S.E.S.S. (south end of the Salton
Sea, Imperial Co.). Since virtually all rarities
in s. California are seen by many observers,
only the observer(s) initially finding and
identifying the bird are included. Docu-
mentation for species on the California
Bird Records Committee review list is for-
warded to the C.B.R.C. Secretary and
archived at the Western Foundation for
Vertebrate Zoology in Camarillo.

Mountain Forest Birds

Many of the mountain forest birds that
invaded this Region during the fall
remained through the winter. At least
three of the White-headed Woodpeckers
found close to the coast in Santa Barbara
remained through February, with one still
present Mar. 29 (G&JH), one was near
Ventura Dec. 21 (DDJ), and the bird
found in the Santa Ana Mts. in October
still present Feb. 11 (BED). Lewis’ Wood-
pecker numbers remained a little higher
than normal throughout the winter, with
small numbers pushing as far south as the
Imperial Valley (GMcC).

Clark’s Nutcracker continued to push
southward and towards the coast, with six
at Castle Craigs, San Luis Obigpo, Dec. 18
(BKS) and one in the Santa Ana Mts.,
Orange, Dec. 16 (SGM), along with two
in Lemon Heights, Orange, Dec. 22-23
(BED), one in Huntington Beach Jan.
5-6 (SGM), three in Oceanside, San
Diego, Dec. 29-Jan. 1 (D&CW) and five
at L. Murray in San Diego Jan. 5-6 (VL)
in the coastal lowlands.

Red-breasted Nuthatches remained far
more numerous and widespread than
usual throughout the winter, as did Red
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