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1 Nifio conditions throughout the

Pacific Basin pulled the northern jet
stream south, bringing wave after wave of
Alaskan storms slamming into the north-
ern California coast from January into
March. Many areas set new precipitation
records. Flooding was widespread along the
coast and in the Central Valley, and land-
slides closed numerous roads throughout
the Region. These savage storms affected
seabirds surprisingly little, but landbirds
were locally displaced. Mountainous areas
of Trinity had few birds, while the Trinity
River canyon in eastern Humboldt sheltered
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“up to a million” American Robins gorging
on madrone berries (Fix). The fast-moving
systems dumped their heavy loads before or
on the Sierra Nevada; east of the mountains
it was cold without much snow until mid-
February.

Despite the tempests, temperatures west
of the Sierra averaged higher than usual,
enticing insectivores to linger late—some
remained to winter. Swallows were particu-
larly conspicuous. Wintering Tree and Vio-
let-green swallows are expected, but Barn
and Northern Rough-wingeds, normally
very rare in winter, were widely reported.
The mild temperatures likely account for a
smorgasbord selection of wintering fly-
catchers, wrens, and warblers despite
the rains, but nectar-feeders (particularly
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